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Eastertide: “Chosen and Beloved Friends”         Rev. Lynell M. Caudillo 
Isaiah 40:8-10, Galatians 5:22-26 & John 15:9-17                May 9, 2021 
 
Isaiah 41:8-10 NIV 
8“But you, Israel, my servant, Jacob, whom I have chosen, you descendants of Abraham 
my friend,  
9I took you from the ends of the earth, from its farthest corners I called you. 
I said, ‘You are my servant’; I have chosen you and have not rejected you. 
10So do not fear, for I am with you; do not be dismayed, for I am your God. 
I will strengthen you and help you; I will uphold you with my righteous right hand. 
 
Galatians 5:22-26 NIV 
22But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, forbearance, kindness, goodness, 
faithfulness, 23gentleness and self-control.  Against such things there is no law.  24Those 
who belong to Christ Jesus have crucified the flesh with its passions and desires.  25Since 
we live by the Spirit, let us keep in step with the Spirit.  26Let us not become conceited, 
provoking and envying each other. 
 
Intro: The next passage is part of the so-called “Upper Room Discourse”.  It is a 
compilation of Jesus’ very last messages - parting words, if you will - to his disciples, before 
he shares his last meal with them.  Following the Passover meal Jesus is betrayed, 
arrested, tried, convicted and crucified.  This is the context into which Jesus shares these 
final significant thoughts. 
 
John 15:9-17 The Message 
9-10“I’ve loved you the way my Father has loved me.  Make yourselves at home in my love.  
If you keep my commands, you’ll remain intimately at home in my love. That’s what I’ve 
done - kept my Father’s commands and made myself at home in his love. 
11-15“I’ve told you these things for a purpose: that my joy might be your joy, and your joy 
wholly mature.  This is my command: Love one another the way I loved you.  This is the 
very best way to love.  Put your life on the line for your friends.  You are my friends when 
you do the things I command you.  I’m no longer calling you servants because servants 
don’t understand what their master is thinking and planning.  No, I’ve named you friends 
because I’ve let you in on everything I’ve heard from the Father. 
16“You didn’t choose me, remember; I chose you, and put you in the world to bear fruit, 
fruit that won’t spoil.  As fruit bearers, whatever you ask the Father in relation to me, he 
gives you. 
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17“But remember the root command: Love one another. 
 
PRAY 
 
Last week we focused on Jesus’ teaching about the vine and the branches, a metaphor 
which demonstrates the deep connection and intimacy of the relationship between Christ 
and the disciples.  Jesus continues.  He speaks of the relationship again by describing more 
about what it is, and what it is not. 
 
Think about it.  Who do you call when you have good news to share?  Bad news to share?  
When your back is up against the wall, and you are in a real bind, who do you call? (Not, 
Ghostbusters!!)  
Who gets the call when your car breaks down (besides AAA)? 
 
As a college student, our older son was injured while hiking on Mt. Bering and was airlifted 
to the hospital in Monroe.  My husband was on a pastor retreat on Whidbey Island.  Who 
did I call to drive me up to the ER in Monroe, where my husband would meet us?  I called 
Tim Lackey, a friend who eagerly agreed to help me out.  Tim did not hesitate.  “I’ll be 
there in 15 minutes.”  I knew who to call in my moment of need.  
 
A friendship is put to the test when we ask for help in a moment of need.  The proof of 
the friendship is in what the friend is willing to do for us. 
 
Jesus says, you can count on me. I will lay down my life for my friends. 
 
Jesus says we are no longer servants, but friends. 
Think about that for a moment.  Servants/slaves were property.  In some instances, a 
slave or servant was considered sub-human.  The only purpose of a servant is to do the 
bidding of the master, without question.  There is a clear power differential in favor of 
the master.  The master does not confide in the servant.  The two have little in common.  
 
A significant shift occurs when one moves from master/slave relationship, to friendship.  
In friendship, two people are equals.  There is mutuality, and reciprocity, sharing, not a 
power struggle.   
 
Another ‘test’ of friendship involves taking another into one’s confidence.  Jesus says: I 
am no longer calling you servants because servants do not understand what their master 
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is thinking and planning.  No, I have named you friends because I have let you in on 
everything I have heard from the Father. (v. 14-15) 
 
A friend is someone with whom you can talk things over, someone who will be straight 
with you.  No need to beat around the bush.  Honesty is the hallmark of a true friendship.  
You can trust that the other person has your best interest at heart, and this is true for the 
other person also.  You choose to be in this relationship.  The other person makes the 
same choice.   
 
What is it like to be chosen?  We know what it is like to NOT be chosen: to feel left out, 
to feel somehow unworthy or unacceptable.  To be chosen is to be validated.  I am 
desirable, I am accepted just as I am.  
 
Why are we chosen?  We are NOT chosen because of anything inherent in us; nor do we 
deserve or earn it; being chosen is pure grace!  Indeed, what a gift, to be chosen, and 
chosen as a friend by Christ! 
 
Furthermore, we are chosen for a purpose: to bear fruit!  As we remain vitally connected 
to Christ, the Holy Spirit will indeed grow and bear in us all the fruit of the Spirit - Love, 
joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, gentleness, and self-control.  These 
Christ-like characteristics will be expressed more and more in and through us as we grow 
spiritually. 
 
It is as if Christ is saying: You are not slaves, you are my friends.  I have told you everything 
my Father is doing; I have taken you into my confidence.  This is proof of my friendship. 
 
Love is inherent in true friendship.  Eight times in eight verses, Jesus mentions love.  In 
Greek there are at least three different words that translate into English as “love” - this 
one being “agape”, meaning the unconditional, self-sacrificial love of God. 
 
That is to say, in the community of the Trinity - the relationships between the Father, the 
Son and the Holy Spirit, love is the dynamic that permeates and energizes their 
relationships.  This same agape love is expressed between Jesus and his disciples, as we 
stay connected to him as the branches are to the vine.  
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“Agape” love is to characterize our relationships with one another.  Jesus says in no 
uncertain terms: “Love one another, as I have loved you.”  This love is no mere emotion, 
warm “fuzzy” or romantic feeling.  Far from it.   
 
Agape is expressed in action.  Jesus could not make it any clearer than when he says: 
“Greater love has no one than this, that he lay down his life for his friends.”  We are to 
love one another as Jesus has loved us - obeying this commandment is not a test of our 
obedience.  Just as love is what energizes characterizes the community of the Trinity, so 
too, this same love shall energize and characterize the community of the disciples/the 
church!  Loving one another as Christ has loved us is proof or demonstration of our 
friendship with Christ.  
 
What does this look like in the real world?  I am drawn to this description by Robin Maas: 
“Few, if any of us will be called to martyrdom; but all of us are called to a series of ‘little 
deaths’ in the form of invitations to restrain or deny self….The sending of [Jesus] by God 
was the sending of Love - a crucified Love willing to lay down its life for friends and 
enemies alike.  Your mission and mine - which we can only perform insofar as we are in 
communion with God and with one another - is to submit, out of love for one another, to 
countless, daily ‘little deaths’ until we have yielded every least and last remnant of self to 
the purpose of Christ.”  (Crucified Love, p. 98, 121) 
 
Parents - mothers in particular - often exemplify this selfless love.  Here are some 
examples: 
*A mom or parent who skips a meal in order that her child might eat.  
*A mother who deferred completing her college degree in order to work and support her 
family. 
*I know a woman who donated one of her kidneys to her daughter.  (That is no small 
‘death’!) 
*A mother who delayed treatment for her cancer, in order to protect her unborn baby. 
Examples of ‘little deaths’ like these mean setting aside my own preferences in order to 
put the needs of another person first.   
 
A final proof of friendship with Christ is prayer.  In Jesus’ day if one was the “friend” of 
the governor or king, one shared in the power of the ruler.  It mattered not what someone 
knew, but WHO they knew.  The “friend” of the rich and powerful, exerted influence over 
his peers.  
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Because we are Jesus’ friends, he says: “The Father will give you whatever you ask in my 
name.”  This is an invitation to prayer.  To ask favors.  Jesus says in essence, ‘Use my name 
with the Father.  You can ask the Father using my name.  That is something a friend can 
do.’ 
 
Rick Warren told the story of taking his son Josh to an amusement park for his tenth (?) 
birthday, along with a whole vanload of his friends, some of whom Rick was meeting for 
the first time.  When they arrived, Rick paid their admission and purchased a whole fistful 
of tickets for the various rides (as this was before electronic ticketing).  
 
Once inside the park it was a little crazy trying to keep tabs on all the boys.  He thought 
there were 11 boys all together.  But on one ride, as he handed out the tickets, another 
kid showed up.  Rick could not be sure if he recognized him or not.  The boy said to him: 
“My name is Sam.  I’m a friend of Josh’s”.  That was enough for Rick.  He handed him a 
ticket.    
 
By using the son’s name with the father, Sam gained entrance into the park and onto the 
rides.  In a similar way, we gain access to the Father and can pray, asking in Jesus’ name 
and the Father will hear and respond to our prayers.  Because of maintaining a close 
relationship with Christ (as branches to the vine), our requests will be in keeping with 
what Christ would desire.  
 
Being friends with Jesus has its blessings, doesn’t it? 
We are chosen. 
We are loved. 
We are free to love others. 
We are not servants.  
We are friends. As such we have access to the Father. 
We are heard when we pray. 
All of these things are possible because of Jesus’ friendship with us, and ours with him. 
 
What grace!  
May we remain connected to Christ as branches are to the vine, the Source of Love and 
so much more. 
Thanks be to God! 
 
Pray 


