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Ordinary People, Extraordinary God:   Hannah       Rev. Lynell M. Caudillo 
1 Samuel 1: 4-20 and 2:1-10                       May 8, 2022  Mother’s Day 
 
Introduction 
Even before I read today’s text, I want to acknowledge that the story of Hannah, 
and similar ones in the Bible that relay the miracle of conception and birth.  These 
same stories may be hurtful to those who have lived with infertility or the loss of a 
child (at any age).  The story of Hannah is not prescriptive.  That is, there are no 
formulas or how to’s for facing such heart-rending realities.  Hannah lived in a pre-
scientific era when the woman always got the blame or credit for the failure to 
conceive.  It is absolutely NOT the case that if we pray hard enough, believe firmly 
enough, that we will receive the miracle, the cure, the answer, the child we yearn 
for.  That said, there are timeless spiritual truths in Hannah’s story that teach us 
what it means to live faith-fully. 
 
1There was a certain man from ….from the hill country of Ephraim, whose name 
was Elkanah….  2He had two wives; one was called Hannah and the other Peninnah. 
Peninnah had children, but Hannah had none. 
3Year after year this man went up from his town to worship and sacrifice to the 
LORD Almighty at Shiloh, where Hophni and Phinehas, the two sons of Eli, were 
priests of the LORD.  4Whenever the day came for Elkanah to sacrifice he would give 
portions of the meat to his wife Peninnah and to all her sons and daughters.  5But 
to Hannah he gave a double portion because he loved her, and the LORD had closed 
her womb.  6Because the LORD had closed Hannah’s womb, her rival kept provoking 
her in order to irritate her.  7This went on year after year.  Whenever Hannah went 
up to the house of the LORD, her rival provoked her till she wept and would not eat.  
8Her husband Elkanah would say to her, “Hannah, why are you weeping?  Why 
don’t you eat?  Why are you downhearted?  Don’t I mean more to you than ten 
sons?” 
9Once when they had finished eating and drinking in Shiloh, Hannah stood up.  Now 
Eli the priest was sitting on his chair by the doorpost of the LORD’s house.  10In her 
deep anguish Hannah prayed to the LORD, weeping bitterly.  11And she made a vow, 
saying, “LORD Almighty, if you will only look on your servant’s misery and remember 
me, and not forget your servant but give her a son, then I will give him to the LORD 

for all the days of his life, and no razor will ever be used on his head.” 
12As she kept on praying to the LORD, Eli observed her mouth.  13Hannah was praying 
in her heart, and her lips were moving but her voice was not heard.  Eli thought she 
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was drunk 14and said to her, “How long are you going to stay drunk?  Put away your 
wine.” 
15“Not so, my lord,” Hannah replied, “I am a woman who is deeply troubled.  I have 
not been drinking wine or beer; I was pouring out my soul to the LORD.  16Do not 
take your servant for a wicked woman; I have been praying here out of my great 
anguish and grief.” 
17Eli answered, “Go in peace, and may the God of Israel grant you what you have 
asked of him.” 
18She said, “May your servant find favor in your eyes.”  Then she went her way and 
ate something, and her face was no longer downcast. 
19Early the next morning they arose and worshiped before the LORD and then went 
back to their home at Ramah.  Elkanah made love to his wife Hannah, and the LORD 

remembered her.  20So in the course of time Hannah became pregnant and gave 
birth to a son.  She named him Samuel, saying, “Because I asked the LORD for him.” 
 
PRAY 
 
“Ordinary People, Extraordinary God” –this is the series of messages we begin 
today, which will focus on a variety of people in the Old Testament and what we 
can learn from them and their relationships with God. 
 
Imagine living in a time and place where strong, God-centered leadership is totally 
lacking.  The people of Israel are foundering.  There is moral and religious chaos.  
There is no king, and according to Judges 21:25, “…everyone does what is right in 
their own eyes.”  This is a categorical condemnation of the lack of leadership—both 
religious and civil—at this time in Israel. 
 
Also, within an ancient patriarchal culture, the value or worth of women is 
measured by their ability to produce a male heir.  The inability to do so—the 
condition called “barrenness” constitutes both a disgrace and a danger.  No worth, 
dignity or security is hers apart from a male relative.  If her husband dies, her 
existence becomes immediately precarious.   
 
It is in this context that we meet Hannah.  She is one of two wives, married to 
Elkhanah, who appears to be a devout Jew who goes up annually to worship and 
offer sacrifices at Shiloh.  Here’s the rub: Penninah, Elkhanah’s other wife is prolific 
in her ability to reproduce.  Penninah unrelentingly taunts Hannah about this fact.  
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While Penninah has babies, she does not have Elkhanah’s affection.  That belongs 
to Hannah.  But it is not enough.  
 
Elkhanah seems clueless: He asks in rapid fire what become rhetorical questions, 
since he assumes the Hannah’s replies, if he gave her the chance to answer. 
He… would say to her,  
“Hannah, why are you weeping?  
Why don’t you eat?  
Why are you downhearted?  
Don’t I mean more to you than ten sons?”  (v.8) 
 
This is an exercise in missing the point!  Elkhanah lacks empathy and understanding.  
If he is aware of Penninah’s verbal abuse, he apparently does nothing to stop it. 
Hannah is in agony, and her well intentioned husband only makes matters worse.   
 
In short, her story begins in a world of political chaos, marital dysfunction, and 
personal disgrace.  Hannah is heartbroken and forsaken. God appears to be silent 
or absent altogether.  Nevertheless, Hannah perseveres in her life of faith.  “Year 
after year” (v.7) Hannah goes with the family for the annual visit to the temple to 
worship.  Year after year she endures Penninah’s verbal abuse.  Year after year she 
forgives her husband’s insensitivity.  Year after year she struggles, she grieves, she 
weeps, she rages.  Year after year she worships. 
 
How do you and I face adversity?  What prepares us to live faithfully during a two 
year+ pandemic?  How do we persevere when economic uncertainty and culture 
wars abound, and when unprovoked armed conflict (Ukraine) threaten our sense 
of security?  How do we endure when the brokenness of our lives and of the world 
can overwhelm us?  What is it that anchors us in the midst of these stormy times?   
 
The answer repeatedly found in the scriptures, is worship.  Worship is the response 
of those who seek the presence of a faithful God, even in the midst of “madness 
and mystery”.  Worshipping the Living God is the foundation that enables us not 
only to persevere, but to thrive. 
 
While “deeply distressed”, Hannah is not passive but an active participant in 
worship.  She is unashamed to be totally transparent and honest as she lays out her 
plight before God in prayer.  When Eli the priest takes notice of her, he jumps to 
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the conclusion that she is drunk, merely because her lips are moving but she is not 
speaking aloud! Hannah is undeterred.   
 
Hannah replied, “I am a woman who is deeply troubled.  I have not been drinking 
wine or beer; I was pouring out my soul to the LORD.  16Do not take your servant for 
a wicked woman; I have been praying here out of my great anguish and grief.” 
(v.15) 
 
She defends herself and her cause, taking responsibility for her own spiritual life.  
Hannah refuses to take comfort in anything less than an encounter with the Living 
God.  Remarkably, she “…essentially declares that her plight is neither her fault nor 
God’s curse, but rather an occasion for profound sorrow and long lament.”*  She 
spares nothing.  Not only is her heart broken, but God’s heart is broken as well.  
Hers is a profound prayer of lament that flows from the depths of her soul.   
 
Having poured out all her emotion, having voiced her deepest desires and lament 
to a God who loves her, Hannah departs from worship with no guarantees of 
“answered prayer”.  Nevertheless, having emptied her heart and soul in prayer, 
now her heart is filled with the satisfaction of being heard by God.  When she leaves 
worship, “her face was no longer downcast”. (v.18) 
 
All too often we put on a “happy-going-to-church-face” on Sunday mornings when 
we might in fact, be “deeply distressed” like Hannah. (OR we stay home on Zoom.  
That’s ok.) Rather than avoid worship or deny her reality, Hannah is an example for 
us of one who engages in the holy work of lament.  Her vulnerability before God is 
an example to us all.   
 
Our culture wants us to fast-forward through grief.  Get on with life.  Put on that 
happy face.  But the prayer of lament is the prayer of the faithful.  Having created 
us with an abundance of emotions, God is able to handle it when we express them!  
Jesus himself wept over the city of Jerusalem, at the death of his friend, at the will 
of God that led him to the cross.  We should be no less fearful or ashamed of 
expressing deep emotion, than Hannah or Jesus! 
 
God remembers her - no doubt Hannah made an impression - she conceives and 
gives birth to Samuel, whose name means: “asked of God” or “God has heard”.  She 
does not forget her vow, to dedicate Samuel to the Lord’s service.  Once he is 
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weaned, she takes him to Eli the priest who will raise Samuel and train him in his 
vocation as a prophet and priest.   
 
Personally, I find it challenging to think that a child so deeply desired and sought 
after, could be surrendered to the Lord’s service, and raised by another at such a 
young age.  We are told that Hannah visited Samuel annually when she came with 
the family to worship, at which time she would bring him a new, larger robe or tunic 
which she had sewn for him. 
 
Chapter 2 includes a song that Hannah sings, in praise to the God who remembers 
her and favors her with a son.  In singing such a song she joins the company of 
Miriam and Mary who also broadcast their personal joy and gratitude by singing!   
 
This song is uniquely expansive.  That is, Hannah sings about her own personal 
experience while singing about what God can and will do in the larger sphere of the 
life of Israel: 

• God intervenes to heal her barrenness; God will intervene to bring healing 
and abundant life to all. 

• The gifts of God are not just for her, but they are transformative at a global 
level, ushering in a new reality.  This new reality reverses fortunes: 
--The humble are lifted up, the powerful are deposed.  
--the arrogant are silenced, the weak are strengthened. 
 

Hannah’s song celebrates that salvation and new life are not just private and 
personal, but that the goodness of God is abundant.  Salvation, healing, and justice 
are intended for and available to all!  
 
Hannah has much to teach us about the life of faith, about finding our voice, about 
transparency before God.  Hannah herself is prophetic.  Her life exemplifies the 
prophecy of Jeremiah when he said of God: 
“I will turn their mourning into gladness; 
 I will give them comfort and joy instead of sorrow.”  (Jeremiah 31:13) 
 
May it be so for us as we, like Hannah, come before God in bold transparency!  
Thanks be to God! 
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1 Samuel 2:1-10 NIV   The Song/Prayer of Hannah 
Then Hannah prayed and said: 
“My heart rejoices in the LORD; in the LORD my horn is lifted high. 
My mouth boasts over my enemies, for I delight in your deliverance. 
2“There is no one holy like the LORD; there is no one besides you; there is no Rock 
like our God. 
3“Do not keep talking so proudly or let your mouth speak such arrogance, for the 
LORD is a God who knows, and by him deeds are weighed. 
4“The bows of the warriors are broken, but those who stumbled are armed with 
strength.  5Those who were full hire themselves out for food, but those who were 
hungry are hungry no more. 
She who was barren has borne seven children, but she who has had many sons 
pines away. 
6“The LORD brings death and makes alive; he brings down to the grave and raises 
up.  
7The LORD sends poverty and wealth; he humbles and he exalts. 
8He raises the poor from the dust and lifts the needy from the ash heap; he seats 
them with princes and has them inherit a throne of honor. 
“For the foundations of the earth are the LORD’s; on them he has set the world. 
9He will guard the feet of his faithful servants, but the wicked will be silenced in the 
place of darkness.“   
It is not by strength one prevails; 10those who oppose the LORD will be broken.  
The Most High will thunder from heaven; the LORD will judge the ends of the earth. 
“He will give strength to his king and exalt the horn of his anointed.” 
 


