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Eastertide – 5th week after Easter         Rev. Lynell M. Caudillo 
Getting/Staying Connected        May 2, 2021 
John 15:1-8 The Message & Isaiah 5:1-7 
 
Let me put these words of Jesus in context: This is part of what is known in John’s 
Gospel, as “the Upper Room Discourse”.  In other words, this is Jesus’ final body of 
teaching before he celebrates Passover, (the Last Supper) with his disciples. 
Following that, they go to the Garden of Gethsemane and the final days of Jesus’ 
earthly life unfold: his betrayal, arrest, mock trial, crucifixion, and burial.  Three 
days later, the tomb is empty!  The resurrected Christ appears - in numerous 
situations before his Ascension into heaven. 
If one is a teacher, one would likely select a very key message to be among ones 
last.  
 
15 1-3“I am the Real Vine and my Father is the Farmer.  He cuts off every branch of 
me that doesn’t bear grapes.  And every branch that is grape-bearing he prunes 
back so it will bear even more.  You are already pruned back by the message I have 
spoken. 
4“Live in me.  Make your home in me just as I do in you.  In the same way that a 
branch can’t bear grapes by itself but only by being joined to the vine, you can’t 
bear fruit unless you are joined with me.  
5-8“I am the Vine, you are the branches.  When you’re joined with me and I with 
you, the relation intimate and organic, the harvest is sure to be abundant. 
Separated, you can’t produce a thing.  Anyone who separates from me is 
deadwood, gathered up and thrown on the bonfire.  But if you make yourselves at 
home with me and my words are at home in you, you can be sure that whatever 
you ask will be listened to and acted upon.  This is how my Father shows who he is 
- when you produce grapes, when you mature as my disciples. 
 
PRAY 
 
It is officially springtime in the Northwest!  If you have allergies, you do not need 
me to tell you that!  If you have a yard or a garden, you also do not need me to tell 
you that…along with plants and trees coming into bloom, so are the weeds!  While 
time and creation began in a garden, weeds are a result of sin and our own fallen 
nature.  So I look forward to heaven where, the original weedless garden shall be a 
reality once again! 
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But gardening is hard work.  “Ooh-la-la!”  Cisco Morris (now semi-retired) is the 
quintessential NW gardener.  Cisco had a regular gardening segment on King 5 
news, wrote a weekly newspaper column, and was often a guest at local nurseries 
and gardening centers.  Whether one is a gardener or not, one must admire Cisco’s 
passion - his enthusiasm and love of gardening was/is contagious! 
 
I grew up in California’s San Joaquin Valley where vineyards were a very common 
sight.  Grapes grown there are intended for consumption as table grapes, raisins, 
or wine.  Not only were vineyards a common sight where Jesus lived, the Old 
Testament prophets frequently compared the nation of Israel to a vineyard.  Sadly 
however, this comparison was often a negative one because the vines are 
unproductive, or the grapes are sour.  This was a way of depicting the result of 
Israel’s pattern of disobedience and lack of faithfulness to Yahweh.  (Isaiah 5, 27:2-
6, Jeremiah 2:21, 5:10, 12:10-11, and Psalm 80:8) 
 
Here Jesus makes a radical claim: He is the TRUE VINE.  Not just another vine, or a 
vine, but THE vine.  Why is this important?  Because what Israel failed to become 
in relationship to Yahweh, Jesus himself becomes the fulfillment of all that God had 
in mind for a fruitful vine/relationship.  Furthermore, the implication is that if we 
as the branches are to flourish and bear fruit, we must be connected to Jesus/the 
Vine in a life-giving way. 
 
If Jesus is the vine and we the branches, what does that look like?  How are we 
connected to Jesus in a life-giving way?  Maybe the secret is gorilla glue?  Maybe 
not. 
 
Eight times in eight verses, Jesus uses the word (menein) which is translated: abide 
or remain.  (Remember: anytime there is repetition in the Bible, it is important.  
There is a reason for the repetition, so pay attention!) 
In every instance it is present tense, meaning: Now. Do. This. 
But what does it mean, and how do we do it? 
 
The word “abide” is an old English word that is not in common usage today.  
The Greek word (menein) is variously translated as: …to stay, to cling, to remain, to 
depend, to rely, to persevere, to commit, to continue, to endure, to hang in there 
for the long haul.  To make ourselves at home.   
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It is present tense but has both an active and a passive aspect.  To abide is to stay 
rooted in place, while growing at the same time.   
It is a vulnerable-making word: if we abide, we will get pruned.   
It is a risky verb: if we abide, we will bear fruit that others will see and taste.   
It is a humbling verb: if we abide, we will have to accept nourishment that is not of 
our own making.   
It is a communal verb - if we abide, we have to find a way to coexist with our fellow 
branches.  We will live a life that is both messy, complicated, and beautiful; a life 
that is deeply rooted and fertile. (Debie Thomas, Journey with Jesus, blog 4/26/2021) 

 
Implicit in this word is an intimate connection - a continuing closeness, in this case, 
to Christ.  Practically speaking, how does one maintain a vital connection with 
Christ? 
 
First and foremost, Christ is present in us through the indwelling of the Holy Spirit.  
Does this look familiar?  It is a power cord and charger for my watch/fit bit.  The 
purpose of this is to connect the Fitbit to the source of Power to charge the internal 
battery.  When one end is connected to a power source, and the other to the Fitbit, 
it serves to keep the “connection” vital, alive, energized.  Without this vital 
connection, the Fitbit is worthless!  It cannot fulfill the purpose for which is 
intended. 
 
In a similar way, unless we disciples/branches maintain a vital connection to 
Christ/the vine, we will never fulfill the purpose that God intends for us! 
 
How do we maintain this vital connection?  By “remaining” or “abiding” in God’s 
Word - through study, through worship, through the sacraments, as today we will 
celebrate Communion; through prayer, through a lively connection with the other 
branches/disciples in the church, the Body of Christ.  Through maintaining this vital 
connection, we will bear fruit! 
 
But to bear fruit, another aspect of gardening comes into play: pruning.  This is not 
a fun chore for the gardener, and I suspect it is not particularly fun for the vine.  
However, it is essential if the vine/branches are going to bear quality fruit. 
 
We value growth, but not all growth is good! 
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We have an ornamental cherry tree in our front yard.  It is especially beautiful while 
in bloom, and now it is a little past that, so we have a carpet of pink petals on our 
grass.  It did not take me long to figure out that this tree was growing by sending 
out long suckers or shoots that spread underground as much as 6, 8 or 10 feet away 
from the trunk, where it sprouts up above the surface.  I began to dig one up.  It 
was not an easy job and the root extended well beyond the two feet where I finally 
cut it off!  I began to despair when I took a careful inventory: there are several 
dozen of these popping up all around the yard! 
 
Ooh la la! Where is Cisco when you need him??? 
 
I took my “sample” to a local garden center.  Frankly, they did not offer me much 
hope or help!  Such suckers or offshoots can drain life away from the branches that 
could/would bear fruit.  A knowledgeable gardener will prune the unfruitful 
branches, to enhance the growth of the fruitful ones. 
 
This is what Cisco wrote specifically about pruning grapevines in the NW: 
Grapevines need annual pruning to keep the vines under control and to increase 
grape production….Since grapes produce fruit on vines that grew the previous 
summer, the goal is to remove old unproductive vines and cut newer vines to four 
or five buds.  In typical Cisco fashion, he concludes: “Now if you can just figure out 
how to keep those darned raccoons from eating the grapes the day before they 
ripen, you’ll enjoy a bountiful harvest!”  (Seattle.pi.com) 
 
A good gardener/vinedresser will cut off unproductive shoots and toss them into 
the compost pile (or fire v.6).  Note, it is the fruitless branch which is removed 
altogether.  However fruitful ones are also pruned in order that they might become 
more productive. 
 
PRUNING may appear to be drastic but cutting away dead branches is the only way 
for new life to occur.  Ultimately, pruning produces blessing. 
“It is the wise and loving vinedresser who wields the pruning knife…God’s purpose 
is not to wound but to bless, not to deny us any good, but to bring us to a greater 
good, namely, to make us more fruitful still.”  (Christ the Liberator, by John Stott, 
p. 53 IVPress) 
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To maximize fruitfulness, pruning is critical.  What are the implications of “pruning” 
for discipleship?  If we maintain a vital connection with Christ/Word, we shall 
become more fruitful, more like Christ.  We shall expect to be pruned.  What does 
that look like?  Adversity, difficulties, suffering, “trials and temptations” - whatever 
we might call them, all are part and parcel of life.  No one among us is exempt.  
 
The question for us is this: How will we as disciples of Christ, respond amid such 
experiences of pruning?  Will we allow God to use these experiences in our lives to 
bring us closer to him?  To develop a greater reliance upon God?  To allow the fruit 
of the Spirit to grow ever more with us and be expressed in our relationships? 
 
It would be quite easy for us to let the opposite happen!  For example, Job’s wife 
told him to: “Curse God and die”…(Job 2:9)!  (She was not helpful!)   
 
If we stay vitally connected to Christ and our “power source”, the Holy Spirit, the 
Word of God, and the people of God, we will persevere. 
1—Prayers will be answered. (v.7) 
2—God will be glorified (v.8) 
3—Mutual love will be expressed and evident in our lives. (v.8-10) 
 
One concluding thought for today: V. 5 Jesus says, “Apart from me you can do 
nothing”.  Not true!  Many people live their entire lives without Christ, and appear 
to do quite well, thank you very much.  But what Christ means is this: “Apart from 
me you can accomplish nothing that will last, nothing of eternal value.”  What shall 
be your legacy and mine?  Where shall we invest our time, our talents, our treasure 
so that they will have maximum impact for eternity?  These are important 
questions. 
 
Next Sunday we shall continue with this final teaching of Jesus’: You are Chosen 
and Beloved. 
 
Pray. 


