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Jesus’ Prayer for You and Me, Part 1 

John 17: 1-11 

I have a confession to make. I’m going to be really honest with you.  I don’t 
remember any of them.  Not even one.  I do not think this is the beginning of 

dementia or Alzheimer’s.  It is just that graduation or commencement speeches are 
so …forgettable! 

How many of you have a graduate in your family this year?  I’m relieved to say, I 

don’t!  I’ve sat through so many graduations, I’ve lost count.  I had to look these 
up, but here are a few words of wisdom from some commencement speeches:  

Dolly Parton: “I usually try not to give advice.  Information, yes. Advice, no.  What 

has worked for me may not work for you.  Take for instance what has worked for 
me:  Wigs. Tight clothes. Six inch heels. Plastic surgery.” 

Vidal Sassoon: “The only place where success comes before work is in the 

dictionary.” 

Ruth Westheimer:  “My favorite animal is the turtle.  The reason? In order for the 
turtle to move, it has to stick its neck out.” 

Melanie White:  “Now that you’ve graduated, just remember:  Bosses don’t usually 

accept notes from your mother”. 

Today, as we consider this portion of John’s gospel, we do so because Chapters 15-
17 are equivalent to Jesus’ commencement speech.  The disciples will soon be 

graduating.  They will move from the upper classroom with Jesus as their 
instructor, out into the real world.  They will not be abandoned, however. 

The Holy Spirit will be their new companion/teacher, but more about that next 
week. 
 

Jesus is also graduating.  He knows his days on earth are numbered, and he will 
soon face his death on the cross.  This is his parting shot, his last opportunity on 

this side of the cross to give the disciples any final instructions.  After doing so (in 
the previous chapters), he now prays for himself, for his original band of disciples, 
and for us (“those whom you gave me” v. 6, 9) 

 
The Gospel writers frequently record the fact of Jesus’ praying.  Often he got up 

before daybreak, and went apart to a quiet place to pray.  But we have very few of 
his actual prayers recorded for us. Last week we considered Jesus’ prayer in the 

Garden of Gethsemane.  Here John focuses on Jesus’ so called “upper room 
discourse”—his last instructions to his disciples, and this prayer. This prayer will be 
our focus today and next week. 
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How does it make you feel when someone prays for you personally?  Often when 
dealing with illness, facing surgery, or some other challenge in life, it makes a real 
difference to us when we know that someone is praying for us. 

We draw strength and confidence from the prayers of others, don’t we? We believe 
that prayer makes a difference. I can’t think of anything better than knowing that 

others are praying for me, can you?  Maybe there is.  What may be even better, is 
knowing that the One praying for you and me, is Jesus himself! 
 

In this prayer, Jesus first prays for himself.  In this prayer we get a glimpse into 
Jesus’ very intimate, personal relationship with his Father.  Jesus looks heavenward 

and addresses God as “Abba”, Daddy--an intimate address of a trusting child. But 
more than that, in this prayer Jesus tells us more about his unique relationship with 
the Father.  (Six times in this chapter, Jesus calls God “Father”.) 

 
In it Jesus indicates that he (v.5)—Jesus, was with the Father, before the world 

began.  In other words, the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit were pre-existent—
alive and well prior to the creation of the world as we know it, and were active in 
Creation. And furthermore, Jesus was given his earthly authority by his heavenly 

Father, and is sent by God (v.3) to show us who God really is. 
 

“The time has come”…On numerous previous occasions, Jesus had said that his 
time had NOT come, but now it is time.  Time for what?  The culmination of Jesus’ 

entire ministry is at hand.  He will soon “graduate”. The time for Jesus’ glorification 
is eminent. In John’s gospel, Jesus’ glorification is always associated with Jesus’ 
death.  

 
What was the purpose of Jesus’ coming?   

 
It was two-fold: 
 

First, to glorify the Father. What does it mean “to glorify”?  The Greek word 
“doxazo” means to venerate, bring honor or praise. (We sing the Doxology—which 

is actually derived from two Greek words, doxa for praise, logos, for word.  We sing 
words of praise!) For Jesus, the cross is not a place of shame but a place of honor.  
His oneness with the Father means that as he is glorified, so too is the Father 

glorified. Through his obedience to his Father, and by “finishing the work God gave 
him to do”, Jesus brought glory to his Father. (v.4) 

 
The second purpose of his coming?  Jesus came to reveal to us who God really is, 
and how to have a relationship with the Living God; how to enter into eternal life. 

 
How does Jesus do this? 

 
Jesus makes known to us God’s name (v.6). He will refer to God’s name several 
times.  The idea of a name is not inconsequential in Jesus’ culture. To know the 

name of another is to have access to the person’s inner character, personality, 
essence.  The “name” of someone represents who they truly are.  To know 
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someone’s name was more than a casual acquaintance; to know their name was to 
know their entire person. 

No name was more sacred than the name of God.  In fact, God’s name was 

considered so holy/sacred in biblical times that no one would utter it aloud, for fear 
of being struck dead by the overwhelming power of the name.  
 

To know God’s name was to know God’s nature, and no human being could know 
that, until now—until the incarnation—until God came wrapped in human flesh, in 

the person of Jesus. 
This is how John’s gospel began:  “The word became flesh and dwelt among us…” 
John 1:14 

 
Jesus bears the name of God, which is revealed in John’s Gospel in Jesus’ many “I 

am” sayings: “ I am the bread of life/ I am the gate/I am the good Shepherd/I am 
the living water/ I am the light of the world/I am the resurrection and the life/I am 
the true vine/ I am the way the truth and the life.”  Thus in revealing himself, Jesus 

has disclosed the personhood—the name—the character—of God, to the world. 
 

The reason Jesus does this is so that people can enter into a relationship with the 
Living God through the Son.  That is to say, “eternal life” comes through knowing 
God.  However, Jesus doesn’t define eternal life using a watch or a calendar. He 

says, “this is eternal life: that they may know you, the only true God, and Jesus 
Christ, whom you have sent.”(v.3)  

For Jesus eternal life is not about duration but about relation. Eternal life begins 

when we begin to know God. (Kory Wilcoxin) 

In other words, Jesus never intends that God be known or explained purely in 
rational, intellectual facts, although we are to love God with our minds.  In 

Hebrew/Old Testament thought, to know another is to have intimate knowledge and 
experience of the other.  Eternal life means being in an intimate covenantal 

relationship with God, sharing all of ourselves with God and receiving all God has to 
offer. 
 

When we as believers, experience and realize the immense, amazing, 
unconditional, sacrificial love God has for us sinners, demonstrated by Jesus on the 

cross, we will want to respond.  What is an appropriate response? 
 
Loving obedience expressed through a commitment of our lives to Jesus, God’s 

Son.  (17:3) 
 

Such knowledge of God is a result of receiving and accepting the words God gave 
Jesus, as well as believing that Jesus was sent from God. (v.7-8) 
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Jesus is in the Upper Room, having shared his last Passover meal with the disciples.  
Take a look around the table: There’s Matthew the tax collector with his briefcase 
stuffed with 1040 forms and Schedule Cs. Next to him is Simon from his political 

action group, the Zealots’, bumper stickers and lapel pins which say, "ROMANS--GO 
HOME"!  Across the table sit James and John, the Zebedee brothers, whose natural 

sibling rivalry extended to jockeying for position in Jesus’ hoped for kingdom.  Then 
there’s impulsive Peter—who jumps out of boats, cuts off an ear of the High Priest’s 
slave, and who declares Jesus to be the Messiah!  I could go on, but you get the 

idea.  Can there be any doubt why Jesus felt the need to pray for the unity of the 
disciples? Unity would be a struggle, even among his first and closest followers. 

Jesus prays for their unity, knowing all the while that the disciples will be scattered 

like sheep when their Shepherd is struck down.  Jesus sees beyond those original 
believers to the church that will grow from the seeds of faith that they will plant. 

Jesus foresees our unity—the unity of believers today--when all we can see are 

countless denominations, disagreement, and division. 

Heather King is a writer and broadcaster, and recovering alcoholic.  When she first 
came to faith in mid-life, her initial experience with the church was mixed, to say 
the least.  She wrote: 

“My first impulse was to think, My gosh, I don’t want to get sober or, in the case of 
the church, I don’t want to worship with THESE nutcases! (or people with different 
politics, taste in music, food, books or whatever!).  Nothing shatters our egos like 

worshipping with people we did not hand-pick …. The humiliation of discovering that 
we are thrown in with extremely unpromising people!—people who are broken, 

misguided, wishy-washy, out for themselves. People who are … [like me]. 

But we don't come to church to be with people who are like us in the way we want 
them to be. We come because we have staked our souls on the fact that Christ is 
the Way, the Truth, and the Life, and the church is the best place, the only place, to 

be while we all struggle to figure out what that means. We come because we'd be 
hard pressed to say which is the bigger of the two scandals of God: that God loves 

us—or that God loves everyone else.”   Adapted from Heather King, "The Better 
Church," Shirt of Flame blog (10-23-11) 

That God, through the Holy Spirit, would make of us one unified body is a mystery 

as much as it is a miracle!  God wills it, not for our sakes but as a witness to the 
world.  Christ still prays for this to come to pass. 

 

Jesus prays for us, motley crew of disciples that we are, “ragamuffins” that we are, 
of non-denominations and many denominations--because he came to bring healing 
and wholeness, and a unity that will one day be realized—yes, even among us! 

Meanwhile, until Jesus returns, we are called to glorify God by living out our call 
just as Jesus did. 
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What does that look like?   I daresay, it means imitating Jesus.  What did Jesus do? 
Jesus went around healing, eating with sinners, welcoming outcasts, feeding the 
hungry, and reaching out to the poor. Could Jesus be calling us to do the same?  As 

part of our “Discover the Future” process, we identified Calvary’s Charism/spiritual 
gift as “a legacy of worshipping God and serving others”. We know what that has 

looked like in the past, and in the present.   

What will it look like in the future?  What new thing might God be calling us to do, 
in order to live out that legacy of worship and service here on the Plateau? 

Something we have never done before…?! 

What do our actions communicate to others about the God we worship and serve? 
Through our habits, our spending, our treatment of others, are we glorifying God? 

Are we giving people a glimpse of what it looks like to have a relationship with the 
Living God?  

We can never do this perfectly. But when we shine God’s light in this world, it may 

look more like a Fourth of July sparkler than a new LED light. But each time we live 
as God has called us to live, each time we speak God’s name with our words and 
our actions, we are glorifying God. We are completing the work God has called us to 

do. 

Jesus says, “Now I am no longer in the world, but they are in the world. Protect 
them in your name that you have given me.” When we speak God’s name, we are 

calling upon a power so much greater than ourselves to help us accomplish what 
God has set before us.  

This hurting world needs healing, compassion, and peace that come when God’s 

name is spoken, in blessing. That’s what we are called to do, to speak God’s name 
to others through the ways we bless them with food, with clothing, with hope. We 
have been given the power and the responsibility to speak the name above all 

names. May we have the courage to do it—not in our own power—but by the power 
that raised Christ from the dead!   

Remember, and be encouraged—Jesus is praying for you and for me! 

Thanks be to God!     Amen. 

 

 


