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Getting Connected with God:  Ask, Seek, Knock 

Matthew 7:7-11 

7 “Ask and it will be given to you; seek and you will find; knock and the door will be 

opened to you. 8 For everyone who asks receives; the one who seeks finds; and to 
the one who knocks, the door will be opened. 

9 “Which of you, if your son asks for bread, will give him a stone? 10 Or if he asks for 
a fish, will give him a snake? 11 If you, then, though you are evil, know how to give 

good gifts to your children, how much more will your Father in heaven give good 
gifts to those who ask him! 

 

 "I want a new bike." Johnny announced to his dad.  His father replied, "In this 

house, we pray and ask God for the things we want and need". 

That night the little boy prayed, "Dear God, I need a new bike". The next morning, 
upon waking, he ran to the garage, but there was no bike.  

The little boy prayed the same prayer for three nights. Still no bike.  

On the fourth day while playing at his Grandma’s house, he found a small statue of 

the Virgin Mary. He carefully wrapped the statue in tissue paper and put the statue 
in a shoe box. He then placed the shoe box in the back of his grandmother’s closet.  

That night as he said his prayers, the little boy prayed: "Dear God, if you ever want 
to see your mother again...! 

Ah, yes!  Is prayer bargaining?   

“Lord if you do this, I’ll never do that again”? Is God holding out on us? 

Is prayer an attempt to wrestle from God some good thing that God is reluctant to 
give us—or an attempt to harass God into relenting? 

Is prayer a transaction or a relationship? 

The bottom line is, what is the character of the God to whom we pray? 

Today we continue in our series on “getting connected with God”.  This passage we 

are considering is a continuation of Jesus’ teaching on prayer that follows upon his 
teaching of the Lord’s Prayer.   

“Ask…Seek…Knock”…This is an invitation, an encouragement to Jesus’ disciples, to 

you and me, to pray and to expect a response from God who hears. 

These three verbs are actually present imperatives…in other words, they could be 
translated: 
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“Keep on asking…Keep on seeking…Keep on knocking”.  They indicate repeated or 
continuous action in the present tense. 

“Ask” indicates one coming to God with humility and awareness of a need, as a 

child would naturally make a request of a parent. 

“Seek” links ones prayer to responsible action.  If I am praying for a new job, I 
cannot simply sit around waiting for a job to find me!  Rather, I pray and I “seek”, 

preparing a resume, completing applications, and so on.  When we “seek” we are 
actively engaging and involving ourselves in ways that God can use to answer our 

prayers.  

Corrie ten Boom once said:  “You can’t steer a parked car.”   In other words, it is as 
we step out in faith, asking and trusting that God indeed will guide us, that God can 
and God will guide and direct us, and respond to our prayers. 

Proverbs 3:4-5 

5 Trust in the LORD with all your heart; 
    do not depend on your own understanding. 
6 Seek his will in all you do, 

    and he will show you which path to take. 

“Knock” is an action that the apostle John uses in Revelation 21 where he portrays 
Jesus the risen Lord, “knocking” so that the church will hear and open themselves 

to the intimacy of his fellowship (Rev.3:20):   

20 Here I am! I stand at the door and knock. If anyone hears my voice and opens 
the door, I will come in and eat with that person, and they with me. 

Likewise we are encouraged to “Knock”, particularly when praying for those who 

have not yet responded to Jesus’ own knocking at the door of their hearts and lives. 

This is a prayer for those who are seekers--to seek a relationship with the living 
God, as well as for ourselves to be faithful disciples who live in obedience to God 

and give witness to the hope we have in Christ. 

I can only imagine that many of us have loved ones who do not know Christ in a 
saving way.  This is an encouragement for us to pray that they will enter into such 
a relationship—even when we can see no evidence of it ourselves.  We are to keep 

on praying…keep on sharing the Good News both in words and deeds…trusting that 
God will bring that person into a relationship with Christ, in God’s own time. 

So we are encouraged to keep on praying persistently, asking, seeking, and 

knocking.  If we do, Jesus assures us that it is the Father’s good pleasure to 
respond! 

For those who ask, will receive.  Those who seek, will find.  Those who knock, will 

have doors open.   

At one time, the University of Chicago received a million-dollar grant from a 
department store heiress. She had been a graduate of Northwestern University.  
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So, administrators of Northwestern went to visit her and asked why she had not 
made such a gift to her alma mater. 

Her answer was simple, "The people at the University of Chicago asked. You did 

not." 

We may be reluctant to ask God for something.  

The reasons may be wide-ranging. We do not believe that we “deserve” what we 
want or need or desire. 

We may think God has “bigger fish to fry”…concerns of far more importance than 
our request. 

We may, when faced with the enormity and complexity of the problems facing the 
world, feel that our prayers may not make any difference. 

When praying for concerns such as the end to human trafficking, the end of 

poverty, enmity and war, it is easy to wonder if God hears and responds. Yet we 
are encouraged to keep on asking, seeking, and knocking.  In addition to praying 

we are to take action.   We are called to be faithful within our own sphere of 
influence, even if we wonder what effect our actions might have. 

Perhaps you’ve heard the story of a young boy walking on the beach.  A storm had 

washed thousands of starfish up onto the sand.  Now the tide was going out, 
stranding them on the beach.  The boy walked along, picking them up one at a 
time, tossing them out into the surf.  A stranger came along, and observing the 

boy’s actions asked him:  “What are you doing? There are thousands of starfish 
here. Your actions do not matter.” 

As he picked up yet another starfish and tossed it out into the surf, the boy replied:  

“It matters to that one!” 

We are to pray wholeheartedly and take action as we are able, within our own 
sphere of influence, and trust God for the ultimate outcome! 

James writes to warn us that asking from wrong motives—out of covetousness—

wanting what is not rightfully ours but that which belongs to another—or asking to 
simply fulfill self-centered pleasure.  These prayers may indeed result in NOT 
receiving what we are asking for.  Yet he does say that sometimes when we are 

lacking, it is because ”…you do not ask God.”   (James 4:1-4) 

Jesus goes on to use the analogy of human parents, who, despite being sinners, 
nonetheless are generous and have their children’s best interest at heart.   

It would not be uncommon for a child in Jesus’ day to ask a parent for bread and 

fish, as those were staples of their diet. (You remember when he fed the 5,000+ it 
began by multiplying the contents of a child’s sack lunch which included five loaves 

of bread and two fish!)  

It would be highly unusual for a parent to refuse such a request! It would be even 
more unlikely that such a parent would deceive a child by giving them a stone 
instead of bread, and a snake instead of fish!  So if responsible, loving parents will 
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undertake to supply their child’s basic, daily needs, will not our Heavenly Father 
always give to His disciples. His children, what we need? 

Jesus concludes this section using a common Jewish rabbinic argument from an 

accepted conclusion to an even more evident one.   

 “If you, then, though you are evil, know how to give good gifts to your children, 
how much more will your Father in heaven give good gifts to those who ask him!” 
(v.11) 

If flawed human parents treat their offspring in this way, how much more will an 
infinitely holy and loving God always give to His children what they need when they 
ask Him! 

I wonder if the greater challenge for us in prayer is not in praying persistently, or 
even in overcoming any reluctance on our part to ask. 

Rather, I suspect that the challenge lies in our understanding of God’s character.   I 
suspect that if we are honest, we are prone to doubt the goodness of God. We 

wonder and doubt God’s trustworthiness. We have an inadequate view of God as 
Father, whom Jesus instructs us to call “abba” translated as “daddy”.  When 
examining the Lord’s Prayer, we acknowledged that due to the experience of some 

who have had abusive or absent earthly fathers, this may color our ability to trust 
God as Father.  

However, the God whom we worship is good, trustworthy, and able. 

God is more than willing to answer prayer because of His Character.  God is 
inherently good.  The Lord bestows favor and honor; no good thing does God 
withhold from those whose walk is blameless. Psalm 84:11 

Thirty-two of the Psalms reference the goodness of God.   
“O, give thanks unto the LORD, for he is good: for his mercy endures forever.”  
Psalm 107:1,8,15 

Not only is God good, God is trustworthy. 

Psalm 31:14 

But I trust in you, O LORD; 

    I say, “You are my God.” 

Psalm 52:8 “ “I trust in the steadfast love of God forever and ever.” 

 
Psalm 56:4   In God, whose word I praise, in God I trust; I am not afraid; what can 
flesh do to me? 
 

Psalm 56:11 

…in God I trust; I am not afraid. What can a mere mortal do to me? 
 

There are over 20 references to God’s trustworthiness in Psalms, alone. 
 

http://www.sermoncentral.com/bible/NIV/Psalm-107.asp?passage=Psalm%20107%3A1%2C8%2C15&ScrptureHover=sermon-121841-How%20Much%20More%20
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Psalm+52:8&version=NRSV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Psalm+56:4&version=NRSV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Psalm+56:11&version=NRSV
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God is willing to answer prayer because of His capability.  Human parents 
have good intentions but may in fact experience limitations in providing for their 
children. God is not limited as we are.   

Remember our study of Ephesians.  Paul prays this prayer in Ephesians 3:20,21: 

20 Now to him who is able to do immeasurably more than all we ask or 
imagine, according to his power that is at work within us, 21 to him be glory in the 
church and in Christ Jesus throughout all generations, for ever and ever! Amen. 

 
God is able… 

Able to do all that which we ASK or IMAGINE 

Able to do ALL that we ask or imagine 

Able to do ABOVE all that we ask or imagine 

Able to do ABUNDANTLY above all that we ask or imagine 

Able to do EXCEEDING abundantly above all that we ask or imagine 

God’s ability is inexhaustible! 

God exceeds our expectations. 
We cannot ask God for something that is beyond His ability.  

We can’t even think of something that is beyond His ability. 

Who can explain the "how much more" of God’s grace, the "how much more" of 
God’s mercy,  

and the "how much more" of God’s love?  

Anything the Lord does is always "much more" than we ever asked for, 

anticipated, or deserved.  
HOW MUCH MORE shall our Father in heaven give good things to them that ask 
him?  

God’s love is beyond knowledge or comprehension, but thank God, not beyond 
experience.  

God is too loving to refuse His children any "good thing" and too wise to indulge 
them in anything that is not good. 

I read recently of a letter to a missionary, sent by a student in a Sunday school 

class.  Evidently their teacher had told them that missionaries are very busy and 
might be unable to answer their letters, for the one he received said simply: 

 
“Dear Rev. Smith: 

We are praying for you. We are not expecting an answer.”  
 

One wonders…is the student not expecting an answer to the letter, or to the 
prayers??  Without realizing it that student summed up the prayer life of many: 
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We pray but we are not expecting a response.  

But the opposite ought to be true! 

 
Prayer is not about overcoming God’s reluctance, but about laying hold of His 
willingness! 

Prayer is about connecting with God and God’s “how-much-more-ness”!  

Keep on Asking…Seeking…Knocking…, knowing that God is good, God is 
trustworthy, God is able. 

Jesus invites us into a dynamic dialogue with God, who offers to us “much more” 
than we can ask or imagine!     Amen. 


