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From Doubt to Certainty           Rev. Lynell M. Caudillo 
Hebrews 10:19-25, John 20: 19-29               April 28, 2019 
 
Hebrews 10: 19-25 
19Therefore, brothers and sisters, since we have confidence to enter the Most Holy Place 
by the blood of Jesus, 20by a new and living way opened for us through the curtain, that 
is, his body, 21and since we have a great priest over the house of God, 22let us draw near 
to God with a sincere heart and with the full assurance that faith brings, having our 
hearts sprinkled to cleanse us from a guilty conscience and having our bodies washed 
with pure water.  23Let us hold unswervingly to the hope we profess, for he who 
promised is faithful.  24And let us consider how we may spur one another on toward love 
and good deeds, 25not giving up meeting together, as some are in the habit of doing, but 
encouraging one another—and all the more as you see the Day approaching. 
 
John 20:19-29 
19On the evening of that first day of the week, when the disciples were together, with 
the doors locked for fear of the Jewish leaders, Jesus came and stood among them and 
said, “Peace be with you!” 20After he said this, he showed them his hands and side.  The 
disciples were overjoyed when they saw the Lord. 
21Again Jesus said, “Peace be with you!  As the Father has sent me, I am sending you.”  
22And with that he breathed on them and said, “Receive the Holy Spirit.  23If you forgive 
anyone’s sins, their sins are forgiven; if you do not forgive them, they are not forgiven.” 
24Now Thomas (also known as Didymus[a]), one of the Twelve, was not with the disciples 
when Jesus came.  25So the other disciples told him, “We have seen the Lord!” 
But he said to them, “Unless I see the nail marks in his hands and put my finger where 
the nails were, and put my hand into his side, I will not believe.” 
26A week later his disciples were in the house again, and Thomas was with them. Though 
the doors were locked, Jesus came and stood among them and said, “Peace be with 
you!”  27Then he said to Thomas, “Put your finger here; see my hands.  Reach out your 
hand and put it into my side.  Stop doubting and believe.” 
28Thomas said to him, “My Lord and my God!”  29Then Jesus told him, “Because you 
have seen me, you have believed; blessed are those who have not seen and yet have 
believe." 
 
[PRAY] 
 

https://mobile.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=john+20%3A19-29&version=NIV#fen-NIV-26892a
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The Pulitzer and Nobel Prize winning American author, John Steinbeck was told by one 
of his professors, that John would become an author "when pigs fly".  When Steinbeck 
became a published novelist, he insisted that each of his books bear the insignia "Ad 
astra per alas proci" ("to the stars on the wings of a pig"), and on occasion a printed 
image of a flying pig, called (what else?) "Pigasus", was included! 
 
"When pigs fly" is the equivalent of saying "when hell freezes over"...it is a reference to 
an event, that in all likelihood will never, ever happen!  It is an idiom of improbability! 
 
The resurrection of Jesus almost fits in that category…imagine being Jesus.  He finds 
himself struggling to convince the disciples that he is NOT dead.  IF you think about it, 
how would you make your case for being alive?  Picture yourself walking into a room 
filled with your closest friends/associates, and at the sight of you they scream, faint or 
shrink in terror!  Not exactly the warm homecoming one might hope for… 
 
Constantin Reliu, a native of Romania, had worked in Turkey for over 20 years.  When he 
returned to his homeland, he discovered that not only had his wife married another, but 
she had urged the government to declare Constantin deceased, which they had done! 
 
Given that situation he decided to return to Turkey, but he was deported to Romania, 
where authorities said he was dead!  In January 2017 a court rejected his legal claim of 
being alive!!  How did they do that??  It defies reason…! 
 
So how does Jesus calm their fears and dispel their skepticism?  Jesus shows them his 
hands, his feet, his side.  If I am trying to find a loved one in a crowd, I scan faces, look 
for a familiar smile, hair, eyes.  I might mark their height or build, and often my guys 
wear hats, so that makes it easy.  But Jesus reveals himself here with his hands and his 
feet.  Why?  Because Jesus’ hands and feet bear unmistakable signs of his crucifixion; his 
wounds are obvious.  They are not healed.  They are fresh, recent. 
 
“Christ is risen” –those three words change everything.  The Yale historian Jaroslav 
Pelikan wrote, “If Christ is raised from the dead, nothing else matters.  If he is not raised 
from the dead, nothing else matters.” 
  

We are Easter people!  We gather to worship on Sunday because Jesus rose again and 
appeared alive to the disciples on Sunday.  A friend was trying to teach her three year 
old about Easter, and to say:”Christ is Risen!”  They practiced a few times, but when his 
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daddy got home, Sam was so excited he blurted out to his dad: “Daddy!! That Jesus?  
He’s Ba-ack!”  Indeed! 
 
A week after Easter Jesus showed up again, in what is assumed to be the locked upper 
room where the disciples gather.  The implication is that the doors were locked because 
they were afraid of the Jews.  What they feared, was that they would meet the same 
fate as Jesus--death.  It matters not who does the deed, the outcome is the same. 
Death.  The end. 
 
We celebrate Easter as the beginning.  Resurrection life and Jesus' vibrant victory over 
death is reason to celebrate.  But it is also reason to fear (This is unprecedented--it's 
never happened before) and reason to doubt ("I'll believe it when I see it!") 
 
It is reason to fear because, well, pigs don’t fly.  People do not come back to life after 
death, and three days in a tomb.  Hell does not freeze over.  This event is 
unprecedented!  It has not happened before! 
 
It is also reason to doubt—"I’ll believe it when I see it”.  Thomas adds in essence, “I’ll 
believe it when I touch Jesus, specifically, when I touch the wounds he bears on his 
physical body.” 
 
Everything we know about Thomas we learn from John’s gospel. 
He is called Didymus, Thomas the twin, although nothing more is mentioned about the 
twin. 
Thomas loves Jesus, enough to follow him, even to the death (John 11:16)  He is 
unafraid to ask Jesus honest questions (John 14:6). 
 
We recall that other than the women and John the disciple, all the rest desert Jesus 
during his trial, and at the foot of the cross.  Joseph of Arimathea is a believer who 
receives Jesus' dead body and sees that it is put inside the tomb before the Sabbath 
begins.  
 
Otherwise, all of the disciples are AWOL, Absent With Out Leave.  We have no idea 
where they are, but on this Sunday following Easter they gather behind the closed doors 
of the upper room.   
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Thomas was NOT present the previous Resurrection Day.  He was absent.  AWOL.  A “no 
show”.  Maybe he was at his kids' soccer game...or home watching football (or whatever 
sport you want to name/Tiger Woods on the golf tour).  The point is, by staying away 
from the gathered community, THOMAS missed out.  
He missed out on being not only with fellow believers; he missed out on seeing Jesus!! 
 
Unfortunately, this part of the message is wasted on you who are present, it's called 
"preaching to the choir"!  You're here, exactly where you should be!  
It is those who are NOT present with us today who are missing out, not only are they 
missing out on our fellowship, but they are going to miss seeing Jesus...I guarantee it!   I 
am reminded of television commercials featuring the former CEO of Men's Wearhouse: 
“You'll like the way you look, I guarantee it.”  
If you come to worship--You'll see Jesus.  I guarantee it!  
 
I guarantee it, not because I have anything to do with Jesus showing up, but because 
Jesus himself makes this promise: “For where two or three have gathered together in 
My name, I am there in their midst.”  Literally: “I am right exactly in the center of 
them”! (Matthew 18:20)   
 
If we have learned anything from Easter (and from Horton Hatches the Egg by Dr. 
Seuss), it is that Jesus said what he meant and meant what he said, Jesus is faithful to 
his word, one hundred percent! 
Think about who you'll miss, if you are NOT here. 
By absenting himself, Thomas missed Jesus—a face to face, one to one meeting with the 
Risen One himself!      
 
Can you imagine what that week must have been like?  All his best buddies had seen 
Jesus.  Thomas felt left out.  He’d missed out on a most significant encounter with the 
risen Lord! 
Blessedly for him, and for the rest of the disciples, Jesus shows up a week later.  This 
time Thomas IS PRESENT. 
He had made it clear that "Seeing and believing" were linked in his mind.  
When he sees the Risen Jesus, Thomas makes a clear profession of faith: “My Lord, 
and My God!” 
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None of the gospel writers tell us if Thomas indeed touched Jesus’ still obvious 
wounds…perhaps seeing was believing, and Thomas found it unnecessary?  We do not 
know for sure. 
 
What we do know is that Thomas’ faith was expressed and confirmed. 
He is clear on who Jesus is, and Thomas is ready once more to serve his “Lord and God”.  
History informs us that later, Thomas sailed east to present day India, preaching about 
the Resurrected Lord, resulting in the conversion of hundreds.  
 
Thomas - who moved from doubt to certainty, had a profound witness to the 
Resurrected Chris and became known as the “Apostle to India”, and is so revered today. 
 
What is heartening to me about this episode in the gospel is that Thomas voiced what 
many people think and feel.  We believe…we waiver…we question.  Thomas was - and I 
trust that we are - part of a community of faith where sincere honest questions can be 
explored and where doubts are welcome.  Doubts are not a lack of faith but rather, as 
Frederick Buechner says: “Doubts are ants in the pants of faith!” 
 
The writer of Hebrews says: “23Let us hold unswervingly to the hope we profess, for he 
who promised is faithful.  24And let us consider how we may spur one another on 
toward love and good deeds, 25not giving up meeting together, as some are in the 
habit of doing, but encouraging one another—and all the more as you see the Day 
approaching.” (Hebrews 10:23-24) 
 
One of the most important things we ever do as a part of the body of Christ is gathering 
together weekly (if not more frequently) to worship, to pray, to listen to and encourage 
one another in our faith journeys. 
 
That great theologian Woody Allen got it right when he said: “Eighty percent of life is 
just showing up!”   If nothing else, that is the lesson we learn from Thomas.  Just show 
up!  Why?  Because Jesus promises to show up when we put Him in the center of 
everything we do together—of our worship, of our Bible study, of our session 
meeting, etc. 
 
Like Thomas, we have doubts.  We crave the same confirmation of the reality of the 
resurrection.  We too want to see, hear and touch our Lord.  However at the end of 
Matthew’s gospel, chapter 28:16-17 we read: 16“… the eleven disciples proceeded to 
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Galilee, to the mountain which Jesus had designated.  17When they saw Him, they 
worshiped Him; but some were doubtful.” 
 
Surely Jesus knew this.  Yet knowing that “some were doubtful”, do you know what 
Jesus did?  He proceeded with the Great Commission!  Jesus entrusted to them, his 
authority and sent them out to baptize and make disciples in his name! In other words, 
Jesus entrusted the future of the entire global church to these eleven disciples, including 
“doubting Thomas” and all the rest!  This is good news! You and I are a part of the 
legacy of those eleven men, who faithfully fulfilled Jesus’ commission, doubts and all! 
 
Jesus’ final words to Thomas in the Upper Room that Sunday are also intended for us.  
29Then Jesus told him, “Because you have seen me, you have believed; blessed are 
those who have not seen and yet have believed.”  (John 20:29) 
 
Indeed!  Later Peter would write these words for us as well: 8You love him even though 
you have never seen him.  Though you do not see him now, you trust him; and you 
rejoice with a glorious, inexpressible joy.  9The reward for trusting him will be the 
salvation of your souls.  (I Peter 1:8-9NLT) 
 
I dare say, we will never move from doubt to certainty unless we encounter the Risen 
Lord.  Where will that happen?  Right here.  Each week when we gather together in 
Jesus’ name, he promises to show up! 
The question is: Will you? 
 
Let us pray: 
Lord we love you. We love that you accept us just as we are –full of questions and 
confidence, doubt and faith, all mixed up together.  We are thankful that you call us to 
community—that we do not live the Christian life in isolation but with others who will 
share the journey.  Thank you for saying what you mean and meaning what you say, for 
keeping your promise to show up when we gather in Your name!  Help us to be faithful 
in showing up too—doubts and all. 
In Jesus’ name, Amen! 


