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“God’s Message to the World Today”         Elder Troy Couch 
Colossians 3:1-17                 April 18, 2021 
 
3Since, then, you have been raised with Christ, set your hearts on things above, 
where Christ is, seated at the right hand of God.  2Set your minds on things above, 
not on earthly things.  3For you died, and your life is now hidden with Christ in God. 
4When Christ, who is your life, appears, then you also will appear with him in glory. 
5Put to death, therefore, whatever belongs to your earthly nature: sexual 
immorality, impurity, lust, evil desires and greed, which is idolatry.  6Because of 
these, the wrath of God is coming.  7You used to walk in these ways, in the life you 
once lived.  8But now you must also rid yourselves of all such things as these: anger, 
rage, malice, slander, and filthy language from your lips.  9Do not lie to each other, 
since you have taken off your old self with its practices 10and have put on the new 
self, which is being renewed in knowledge in the image of its Creator.  11Here there 
is no Gentile or Jew, circumcised or uncircumcised, barbarian, Scythian, slave or 
free, but Christ is all, and is in all. 
12Therefore, as God’s chosen people, holy and dearly loved, clothe yourselves with 
compassion, kindness, humility, gentleness and patience.  13Bear with each other 
and forgive one another if any of you has a grievance against someone.  Forgive as 
the Lord forgave you.  14And over all these virtues put on love, which binds them all 
together in perfect unity. 
15Let the peace of Christ rule in your hearts, since as members of one body you 
were called to peace.  And be thankful.  16Let the message of Christ dwell among 
you richly as you teach and admonish one another with all wisdom through psalms, 
hymns, and songs from the Spirit, singing to God with gratitude in your hearts. 
17And whatever you do, whether in word or deed, do it all in the name of the Lord 
Jesus, giving thanks to God the Father through him. 
 
Prayer 
 
Story about my Stepmom. 
 
I know that its popular now to think that everything happening in the world is God’s 
wrath, the beginning of the end, God’s judgment on the world; but I do not believe 
that is the case.  God loves us and does not want us to suffer.  I believe that God 
tells us that these things are inevitable and that they will happen because of our 
broken nature and the brokenness of the world that we live in.  But we are the 
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cause of a lot of our own suffering.  By choosing our will over God’s will; by living a 
worldly life rather than a life led by Christ.  
As Christians, we should look different than the rest of the world, and, in his letter 
to the Colossians, Paul tells us what we should look like.  I say, “look like” because 
Paul uses the phrase “clothe yourself”.  What we wear has a lot to do with how the 
world perceives us.  The clothes that you put on today give a message to the world 
about you.  If you have on dirty pants, t-shirt and a shade hat with gardening gloves, 
people assume he is doing gardening today.  So, Paul is talking in verse 12 when he 
talks about “clothe yourself”, on how we present ourselves to the world; what is 
the message we are sending. 
 
If you were to look back on the last week, how did you present yourself to the 
world?  Did you yell at someone to put a mask on?  Did you talk about someone 
disrespectfully behind there back?  Did you race to get that parking space at the 
grocery store before that other person?  Were you that person that had rage 
towards the person that cut you off with their car?  Did you judge another person 
on what they were doing, saying or how they looked?  Did you covet what someone 
else had or wish you had more?  Take a second to think about it… how did you 
present yourself to the world this week?  I am guilty of many of these things.  And 
as Amy pointed out last week, God is not looking for perfection.  He is however, 
looking for transformation or repentance.  If Christ truly dwells within our heart, 
then we should, at least to some degree, look like Him. 
 
This is what Paul is saying in his letter to the Colossians when he says “…clothe 
yourself with compassion, kindness, humility, gentleness, and patience.”  As a 
matter of fact, this message is so important that it is in almost every letter he wrote 
to every church.  In Ephesians 4 he writes “Do not let any unwholesome talk come 
out of your mouths, but only what is helpful for building others up according to 
their needs, that it may benefit those who listen… be kind and compassionate to 
one another, forgive each other, just as in Christ, God forgave you.  It is mentioned 
in Romans, Corinthians, Galatians, Ephesians, Philippians, Colossians, 
Thessalonians and so on…  Besides the gospel message that Christ, God’s Son, has 
died for our sins, I believe that this is one of the most important messages God has 
for, not just Christians, but for the world. 
 
When I look back on this last year, the world was facing extraordinary 
circumstances and it presented some unique challenges but opportunities as well. 
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As the Chamber director I was faced with the challenge of helping businesses 
survive drastic changes in their businesses.  What was required was to 
communicate with them and find out what were the difficulties they were facing 
and asking what do you need?  What can I do to help you solve your problems?  It 
resulted in unique solutions like outdoor seating with fire pits, relaxed liquor laws 
for consumption on the street, empty lots being leased with large tents and an 
outdoor market, sign codes being relaxed so businesses could let people know they 
were open.  These solutions happened because we listened to the needs and 
responded.  I believe an opportunity for the churches to listen to what the world 
needs, and responding, is being missed.  Believe me when I tell you, the world is in 
trouble, and needs this message from God now more than ever.  Do not get me 
wrong, I am not trying to criticize what the church has done or not done, I am simply 
pointing out what I believe God wants his church to be communicating to the world 
right now.  Yes, I think that Paul’s primary focus was for individuals to be aware of 
how we present ourselves to each other and the world around us.  But remember, 
these letters were written to the churches.  Paul was telling them collectively, on 
how they as a church they were to present themselves as well.  
 
How do you think the community around our church sees us?  What message are 
we sending to the Enumclaw community?  Is it one of fear or hope?  Is our message 
to the world “Put on a mask” or “Do a random act of kindness today?”  I know a 
bunch of you just took offence to that, and I am not saying we should not be safe 
and ask that a mask be worn in the church.  However, if that is all the community 
hears from us, I believe we can do better.  I believe God has more to say than “put 
on a mask.”  I know Cindy will present to Session some ideas that we talked about 
as far as spreading God’s message with some signs out in front of the church as well 
as getting out in the community.  
 
As for you and I as individuals, we need to keep The Holy Spirit in our heart and be 
aware that the world is watching.  How can we be spreading this message to the 
people we encounter throughout the day?  As for me, Debbie and I are getting 
ready to embark on an epic journey across the country to see the country and visit 
with people.  God sees this as an opportunity for me to spread kindness and 
compassion as I go.  So, I am having business size cards printed up that say:  
“God wants me to tell you that he loves us all and that he wants us to love one 

another, be kind to each other, to have compassion and take care of one another. 
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Please pass along this message from God and do a random act of kindness for 
another.” 

 
I will be buying people cups of coffee and passing out these card as I am led to do 
so.  I will open my heart to the Holy Spirit to do as he wills each day.  I expect that 
I will be as blessed as much as the people I encounter because that is the way that 
usually goes.  I would encourage each of you at least be looking for opportunities 
that God will put before you to present his message of kindness and compassion; 
to not judge others that you disagree with; to not give into anger and arguing with 
people about worldly concerns, to maintain that eternal perspective that all 
Christians shares.  
 
Closing Prayer 


