
1 
 

Up Close and Personal:                      Rev. Lynell M. Caudillo 
Jesus and Mary Magdalene                          Easter Sunday 4-12-2020 
John 20:1-18 
 
Early on the first day of the week, while it was still dark, Mary Magdalene went to 
the tomb and saw that the stone had been removed from the entrance.  2So she 
came running to Simon Peter and the other disciple, the one Jesus loved, and said, 
“They have taken the Lord out of the tomb, and we don’t know where they have 
put him!” 
3So Peter and the other disciple started for the tomb.  4Both were running, but the 
other disciple outran Peter and reached the tomb first.  5He bent over and looked 
in at the strips of linen lying there but did not go in.  6Then Simon Peter came along 
behind him and went straight into the tomb.  He saw the strips of linen lying there, 
7as well as the cloth that had been wrapped around Jesus’ head.  The cloth was still 
lying in its place, separate from the linen.  8Finally the other disciple, who had 
reached the tomb first, also went inside.  He saw and believed.  9(They still did not 
understand from Scripture that Jesus had to rise from the dead.)  10Then the 
disciples went back to where they were staying. 
11Now Mary stood outside the tomb crying.  As she wept, she bent over to look into 
the tomb 12and saw two angels in white, seated where Jesus’ body had been, one 
at the head and the other at the foot. 
13They asked her, “Woman, why are you crying?” 
“They have taken my Lord away,” she said, “and I don’t know where they have put 
him.”  14At this, she turned around and saw Jesus standing there, but she did not 
realize that it was Jesus. 
15He asked her, “Woman, why are you crying?  Who is it you are looking for?” 
Thinking he was the gardener, she said, “Sir, if you have carried him away, tell me 
where you have put him, and I will get him.” 
16Jesus said to her, “Mary.” 
She turned toward him and cried out in Aramaic, “Rabboni!” (which means 
“Teacher”). 
17Jesus said, “Do not hold on to me, for I have not yet ascended to the Father. Go 
instead to my brothers and tell them, ‘I am ascending to my Father and your Father, 
to my God and your God.’” 
18Mary Magdalene went to the disciples with the news: “I have seen the Lord!”  And 
she told them that he had said these things to her. 
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PRAY 
 
Today is Easter Sunday.  
Today we consider one of the most poignant, powerful passages in the entire Bible. 
It reveals to us the veracity of the gospel writers, for John tells us plainly that a 
woman - Mary Magdalene, is the first to encounter the Risen Christ.  This is 
remarkable, because in ancient patriarchal cultures women were not considered 
reliable witnesses, therefore they could not testify in court.  It follows that the 
Gospel writers were either telling us exactly what happened, or they were 
concocting a story that they knew would be immediately discounted given the 
predominant role of women. 
 
What do we know about Mary of Magdala?  Some have confused her with Mary of 
Bethany (Lk 10:39) or an unnamed woman who anointed Jesus’ feet (Lk 7:36f).  
There is no evidence that Mary Magdalene was a prostitute or that she was married 
to Jesus.  What we do know is that she was healed by Jesus of numerous demons—
today this would likely be regarded as mental illness.  Once healed, she devoted 
herself to Jesus. (Luke 8:2-3)  
 
Very unusual in ancient times, Mary was a woman of independent means who 
helped to underwrite the expenses of Jesus’ itinerant lifestyle.  She provided 
support for his ministry of teaching and healing.  Mary is present at the foot of the 
cross, as Jesus breaths his last.  Along with Joseph of Arimathea, Mary is present 
for Jesus’ burial.  
 
Now it is Sunday morning.  
Now we find Mary, the first one to approach the tomb, in the predawn darkness.   
We have noted that the themes of darkness and light are like two distinct threads 
running through John’s gospel.  Mary arrived “in the dark”, which describes not 
only the time of day, but also her state of mind and heart.  She is grieving.  The 
“light” has gone out of her life.  She is overcome with sadness, utterly bereft, 
broken-hearted.   
 
Seeing that the stone had been rolled away from the entrance to the tomb, she 
runs to tell Simon Peter and John, expressing her belief that Jesus’ body has been 
removed.  In response, a footrace to the tomb ensues, revealing a rivalry between 
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the two male disciples which provides a light-hearted, humorous moment, as one 
outruns the other.  John bends over to look in but remains at the entrance.   
 
Peter, who arrived first, goes straight in.   
They note the linen cloths lying there, and the cloth which had covered Jesus’ head, 
lying in its’ place.  John enters; “he saw and believed” (v.8) however, no mention is 
made of Peter’s response or thoughts.  Uncharacteristically quiet, Peter departs, 
presumably they rejoin the rest of the disciples. (v.10) 
 
Verse 9 indicates that they are all still “in the dark” for “…They still did not 
understand from Scripture that Jesus had to rise from the dead.”   
 
Only Mary remains by the empty tomb.  
Very often we become impatient with those who grieve.  We want them to move 
on, to get over it and get on with life, don’t we?  We do so, because we are 
uncomfortable with the realities of grief and death.  All of us have lost a loved one—
we can identify with Mary’s sense of loss and confusion.  Particularly in this current 
pandemic, there is immense loss of life.  To a lesser degree, we also grieve the loss 
of routine, of freedom to come and go, the loss of togetherness, for many the loss 
of jobs and income. 
 
Mary remains…seemingly rooted, immobilized, mourning.  
Mary is weeping.  Perhaps a better translation is “heaving”.  (We might call it “an 
ugly cry”, but “wailing” would have been considered normal for that culture.)  Now 
she bends over to look into the tomb.  
 
Two angels are there, and they ask her: “Woman, why are you crying?”  
She repeats herself: “They have taken my Lord away and I don’t know where they 
have put him.” 
Mary is singular in her focus.  She is looking for Jesus. Nothing else matters. 
Moments later, a man she supposes to be the gardener, asks her the same 
question: “Woman, why are you crying? Who is it you are looking for? (v.15) 
 
The male disciples did not understand, but they went home.  They were seeking 
normalcy. 
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Neither does Mary understand, but nothing will ever be “normal” again.  She 
perseveres.  She will not leave until she finds Jesus, one way or another!  She is 
tenacious, and she will not be deterred, even in her deep distress. 
 
It is interesting to me that in every other circumstance in the Bible when someone 
is confronted by an angel, the person reacts with fear.  Not so with Mary!  She 
doesn’t even flinch!  She boldly seeks and asks.  She will not leave until she finds 
Jesus. 
 
During Lent, we’ve been sharing “God-sightings”—we have been encouraged to 
pay attention, to notice ways God shows up in our daily lives!  John does not tell us 
how long Jesus has been standing there…Jesus might well have been standing there 
the entire time, but the disciples just did not see him!  
 
“Mary!”   
It is when Jesus gets “up close and personal”--when Jesus calls her by name--that 
Mary “sees” him.  Previously, Jesus had predicted his death, but he also had 
promised (John 14:18-19) that before long they would see him and rejoice.  In John 
16 Jesus tells the disciples: “I will see you again and you will rejoice, and no one will 
take away your joy.” (v.19-22) 
 
In hearing him call her by name, Mary recognizes and responds to her Lord! 
Think about that for a moment.  First, Christ is always present whether we 
recognize him or not, for his promise to be with us always!  Second, when someone 
knows your name, they have a connection with you that others do not.  The closer 
one is to that person, the deeper the connection.   
 
Imagine a loved one—a parent, spouse or child—even the Lord himself-- calling you 
by name….  When Jesus called himself the Good Shepherd, he said that his sheep 
would know his voice and respond to his call. 
 
What happens next, we have seen play out many times recently on the evening 
news.  Loved ones who spent weeks apart, hospitalized near death on ventilators, 
and have overcome the Coronavirus.  Now well enough to go home, they are 
wheeled out of the hospital, where they are embraced by a family member.  Mary’s 
natural response is immediate and physical—she embraces Jesus!  
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In this season of social isolation, we are missing physical closeness.  We long to not 
merely be with our loved ones, but to touch them—to hold their hands—to put an 
arm around their shoulders, to hug/embrace one another.   
 
This makes it all the more curious when Jesus says to her: “Do not cling to me.”   
“Do not cling to me….”  Perhaps Jesus is trying to tell Mary that what she is holding 
on to now, is not how things will remain.   
 
Jesus is alive—YES!  Jesus will be seen and heard, but perhaps Jesus is trying to 
prepare her and the other disciples for change: his physical presence is different 
now and will change yet again when the Holy Spirit comes.  A transition is underway 
in Jesus’ life and in his relationship with each of them.  Clinging to the former ways 
prevents us from embracing the thing that God is doing. 
 
Mary is then charged to “go and tell”, to prepare the disciples for Jesus’ coming. 
They will see him and touch him later in the Upper Room.  Mary becomes the 
bearer of the best news of all: Not only that the tomb is empty but that she has 
seen the Risen Lord! 
 
Friends, on this Easter due to the CoVid 19 pandemic, we are worshiping remotely, 
our church building is empty.  That’s the bad news.  
 
The GOOD NEWS? The Tomb is Empty! Christ is Risen! He is Risen Indeed! 
More powerful and more pervasive than any virus, is the light and love of God!  It 
is stronger than the deepest darkness, overcoming our worst enemy, death!  
Take heart, Jesus, the light of the world has overcome the darkness! 
May each of us keep our eyes and ears open-- to “see” the Risen Christ, and to hear 
him call your name, and mine! 
 
Please join me in prayer: 
God of Grace:  Lord we too are confused, and fearful.  We grieve as Mary did. We 
too yearn to encounter Jesus—up close and personal.  Reveal yourself to us so we 
may clearly see you and hear your voice, calling us by name, into new life!  Meet us 
today and each of our days, up close and personal.  May we feel and experience 
the embrace of the Risen Christ, in whose name we pray, Amen. 


