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Cross Purposes:                                                     Rev. Lynell M. Caudillo 
The King We Want vs. The King We Get       Palm Sunday March 28, 2021 
Zechariah 9:9-10, 16-17a and Mark 1:1-11      
 
Rejoice greatly, Daughter Zion! 
Shout, Daughter Jerusalem! 
See, your king comes to you, 
righteous and victorious, 
lowly and riding on a donkey, 
on a colt, the foal of a donkey. 
10I will take away the chariots from Ephraim 
and the warhorses from Jerusalem, 
and the battle bow will be broken. 
He will proclaim peace to the nations. 
His rule will extend from sea to sea 
and from the River to the ends of the earth. 
 
16The LORD their God will save his people on that day 
as a shepherd saves his flock. 
They will sparkle in his land 
like jewels in a crown. 
17How attractive and beautiful they will be! 
 
Mark 11:1-11 
As they approached Jerusalem and came to Bethphage and Bethany at the Mount 
of Olives, Jesus sent two of his disciples, 2saying to them, “Go to the village ahead 
of you, and just as you enter it, you will find a colt tied there, which no one has ever 
ridden.  Untie it and bring it here.  3If anyone asks you, ‘Why are you doing this?’ 
say, ‘The Lord needs it and will send it back here shortly.’” 
4They went and found a colt outside in the street, tied at a doorway.  As they untied 
it, 5some people standing there asked, “What are you doing, untying that colt?”  
6They answered as Jesus had told them to, and the people let them go.  7When they 
brought the colt to Jesus and threw their cloaks over it, he sat on it.  8Many people 
spread their cloaks on the road, while others spread branches they had cut in the 
fields.  9Those who went ahead and those who followed shouted, 
“Hosanna!”  “Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord!”  
10“Blessed is the coming kingdom of our father David!” 
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“Hosanna in the highest heaven!” 
11Jesus entered Jerusalem and went into the temple courts.  He looked around at 
everything, but since it was already late, he went out to Bethany with the Twelve. 
 
PRAY 
 
How did we get here?  It is Holy Week, and Passover. 
It is the Jewish celebration of the Exodus: God is saving the Israelites from in 
captivity in Egypt.  During the 10th plague, by painting the blood of an unblemished 
lamb on their doorposts, the angel of death would “pass over” them, and they 
would live.  Today the city of Jerusalem is teeming with pilgrims who have come to 
town to remember and celebrate this festival.  It happens every year.  
 
The gospels record what call “Palm Sunday” or Jesus’ triumphal entry into 
Jerusalem.  But there is another parade in town, happening simultaneously.  There 
is a stark contrast between the two. 
 
At the start of Passover, the Romans would parade into the city to impress upon 
the citizens and pilgrims exactly who is in charge.  By parading a battalion of combat 
ready soldiers on stallions, this show of military might sent a clear message: Do not 
mess with us.  We are in control.  
 
Conquerors in any century dominate by force.  The rule of tyrants is temporary - 
lasting only as long as their strength and intimidation can last - until they are 
overcome by an even greater force. 
 
In contrast, Jesus mounts an unimpressive donkey.  It hardly seems dignified to us; 
far from the police escorted limousine and motorcade that accompanies dignitaries 
today.  Today we view the ass as an animal of amused contempt.  Then, it was 
transport for a king!  An unbroken donkey signifies that it has been set apart of a 
sacred purpose.  This is underscored not only from the passage in Zechariah, but 
also by the detailed instructions that Jesus gives his disciples regarding procuring 
his transportation! 
 
Jesus’ actions were intentional in two ways: 
First, he fulfills the prophecy of Zechariah regarding the promise of a king in the 
lineage of David (Zechariah 9:9) 
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Rejoice greatly, Daughter Zion! 
Shout, Daughter Jerusalem! 
See, your king comes to you, 
righteous and victorious, 
lowly and riding on a donkey, 
on a colt, the foal of a donkey. 
 
Secondly, by his actions Jesus intended to create a contrast between himself and 
the Roman rulers.  Jesus’ parade is an anti-war demonstration - a challenge to 
imperial injustice and oppression.  It is a proclamation of God’s justice. 
 
“Hosanna” means “Save us”!  To those present in the crowd that day, the obvious 
implication is: Jesus save us from the Roman oppression!  
 
It is, as if by his actions, Jesus is saying: “Yes, I will save, I am the Messiah - I shall 
save, but not as you expect!”  If there is one thing we can expect about the Kingdom 
of God, it is this: The Kingdom is NOT what we expect! 
 
Jesus was challenging the prevailing understandings regarding the Messiah: Christ 
was, indeed, the coming King, one who would NOT save by force, but by vulnerable, 
self-sacrificing love.   
 
Jesus would save NOT by coercion, but with humility. 
Jesus will rule, not through force or violence, but by suffering and death. 
Jesus is King, not for a day, but forever!  Jesus’ Kingdom is not transient, but eternal. 
 
Jesus’ teachings about the Kingdom of God were and are countercultural and 
revolutionary to be sure: The greatest of all, is NOT the one at the top of the ladder 
of success.  No.  The greatest of all asks: How low can I go?  How and whom might 
I serve?  The way up, is down. 
 
Jesus comes riding into Jerusalem as the Prince of Peace - NOT one who lead a 
violent insurrection against the present oppressors.  In contrast, Jesus comes in 
loving obedience, choosing to lay down his life in love, for those who are 
undeserving: you and me. 
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Human kings and kingdoms, presidents and administrations are transitory.  The 
Kingdom of God transcends time and space.  Christ is, indeed, King of Kings and 
Lord of Lords!   
 
We are well aware that crowds can be fickle.  No doubt about it.  Many who joined 
in shouting Hosanas, hailing Jesus as king on Sunday, were shouting “Crucify him!” 
a few days later. 
 
Jesus is Victor on Palm Sunday, Villain by Thursday, Victim by Friday.  How is that 
for an unrivaled drop in approval ratings in less than a week’s time? 
 
Did you know that Parker Brothers - the company that makes board games like 
Monopoly - once sold a game called “Going to Jerusalem”?  The game pieces were 
little plastic men - ”disciples” - who moved across the game board as players threw 
dice and answered questions from a small New Testament that was included with 
the game.  The disciples started in Bethlehem, with stops at the Mount of Olives, 
Bethsaida, Capernaum, the Stormy Sea, Nazareth and Bethany.  The goal was to 
make the triumphal entry into Jerusalem.  It was “sanitized” for family consumption 
- no arrest, accusations, beatings, betrayals, or trials.  No suffering and certainly no 
crucifixion!  Consequently, one never got to the resurrection either! 
 
I can assure you: Following Jesus is no game, nor is it for the faint of heart! 
Honestly?  We too would prefer to “fast forward” from Palm Sunday to Easter, and 
skip over Jesus’ last meal with his disciples, prayerful agony in the garden, Judas’ 
betrayal, and Jesus’ arrest.  Likewise, the mockery of a trial, Pilate washing his 
hands of responsibility, Peter’s denials, Jesus’ beating, crown of thorns, and of 
course, the crucifixion itself.  The disciples nearly all desert him, save John, his 
mother Mary, and a few women.  Jesus is dead.  Buried on Friday. 
 
What despair the disciples felt.  Though they had heard Jesus’ predict his death, 
they also heard him predict his resurrection.  But on that Saturday, it surely seemed 
that hope had died along with Jesus.  On that Saturday, Jesus’ “triumphal entry” 
less than a week before, was an all but forgotten.  
 
The King the disciples wanted and the King they got?  No comparison! 
The King the people hailed on Palm Sunday, and the King they got were exact 
opposites.   
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What kind of king do we want, and what kind of king do we get? 
 
The world wants - and we want - one who is powerful, almighty, in control.  We 
want one who will end the global pandemic, heal the climate and economy, rid the 
world of racism and injustice, end gun violence and mass shootings, while ushering 
in world peace. We do not want much, do we? 
 
The King we get?  The one we get is one who embraces counter-cultural means of 
achieving God’s purposes.  The king we get expressed power through vulnerability, 
suffering and self-sacrifice.  To follow in Jesus’ footsteps leads us - as it led Him - to 
the cross. 
 
In our series of Lenten messages, we have considered how our human inclinations 
and God’s will are often at “cross purposes”: 
We have heard Jesus’ call to discipleship as an invitation to take up our own cross 
daily in order to follow Him.  We have learned: … 
That to save our lives, we must lose them. 
That to truly live, we must be willing to die to ourselves.  
That in self-surrender, we find self-fulfillment.  
That in giving, we receive.   
That in going low, through serving others, we rise in God’s kingdom. 
 
“The foolishness of God is wiser than human wisdom,  
and the weakness of God is stronger than human strength.” (I Corinthians 1:25) 
It is only through the death of Christ on the cross, that new life can be ours. 
 
Friends, these are hard truths.  And after a year of Covid restrictions, isolation, and 
loss we are tired.  Tired of grieving.  We just want to get to the “Alleluias” of Easter. 
Our challenge is NOT to “fast forward” but walk deliberately through each and 
every day of this Holy Week…in order that we might deeply contemplate the 
meaning of “cross purposes” and the purpose of the cross.  
 
Let us take time in order that we “…might learn to bear the beams of love”* as 
surely Christ has “borne the beams of love” for us.  Only then, will we be ready for 
Easter alleluias.                                                  (* Poet William Blake) 
 
PRAY 


