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Third Sunday in Lent 2019         Rev. Lynell M. Caudillo 
A Daring Dialogue:             March 24, 2019 
The Other Lord’s Prayer, Part 2              John 17:20-26 
Jesus as Intercessor          Romans 8: 26-30 
 
John 17:20-26 
20“My prayer is not for them alone. I pray also for those who will believe in me 
through their message, 21that all of them may be one, Father, just as you are in 
me and I am in you.  May they also be in us so that the world may believe that 
you have sent me.  22I have given them the glory that you gave me, that they may 
be one as we are one— 23I in them and you in me—so that they may be brought 
to complete unity.  Then the world will know that you sent me and have loved 
them even as you have loved me. 
24“Father, I want those you have given me to be with me where I am, and to see 
my glory, the glory you have given me because you loved me before the creation 
of the world. 
25“Righteous Father, though the world does not know you, I know you, and they 
know that you have sent me.  26I have made you[a] known to them, and will 
continue to make you known in order that the love you have for me may be in 
them and that I myself may be in them. 
 
Romans 8:26-30 
26In the same way, the Spirit helps us in our weakness.  We do not know what we 
ought to pray for, but the Spirit himself intercedes for us through wordless 
groans.  27And he who searches our hearts knows the mind of the Spirit, because 
the Spirit intercedes for God’s people in accordance with the will of God. 
28And we know that in all things God works for the good of those who love him, 
who[a] have been called according to his purpose.  29For those God foreknew he 
also predestined to be conformed to the image of his Son, that he might be the 
firstborn among many brothers and sisters.  30And those he predestined, he also 
called; those he called, he also justified; those he justified, he also glorified. 
 
[Pray] 
 
INTRODUCTION: 
Last week we considered the previous part of this chapter, 17:1-19.  This prayer of 
Jesus’ follows his so called “Upper Room Discourse” or his final instructions to his 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=John+17%3A20-26&version=NIV#fen-NIV-26786a
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Romans+8%3A26-30&version=NIV#fen-NIV-28145a
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disciples in Ch. 14-16.  He washes their feet, celebrates Passover with them—his 
“last supper”, predicts Judas’ betrayal and Peter’s denials.  Now he prays—first 
for himself, and then for the eleven disciples who will soon become apostles—his 
ambassadors sent out into the world. 
 
Listen carefully as I read these remaining verses, 20-26, where Jesus prays for you 
and me!  
 
[Read Scripture] 
 
Unfortunately, church feuds are not uncommon, but I read recently about a 
church where the pastor and the choir were at odds.  One week the preacher 
preached on commitment, and dedication to service.  The director then led the 
choir in singing, 'I Shall Not Be Moved.'  
The next Sunday, the preacher preached on financial stewardship and how God 
loves cheerful givers.  The choir director directed the choir in, 'Jesus Paid It All.'  
The following week, the preacher preached on gossiping and the importance of 
thoughtful speech.  The hymn?  'I Love To Tell The Story’. 
The pastor became convinced that the only way to deal with the situation was to 
resign.  The next Sunday he told the congregation that Jesus had led him there, 
and Jesus was calling him elsewhere.  That’s when the choir  sang, 'What A Friend 
We Have in Jesus.'    (https://www.beliefnet.com/prayables) 
 
Last week we considered the first part of Jesus’ prayer: for himself and for the 
eleven disciples, as Judas had already left their gathering, intent on betrayal.  
Consider the diversity of those first disciples: They came from different walks of 
life, with different political leanings, different personalities, different strengths 
and weaknesses.  Some were introverts, some extroverts.  Some were married, 
some were single.  They were different ages.  All were male, which is not 
surprising given the patriarchal culture.   
 
However, we know that beyond this circle of twelve, there were numerous 
female believers who had supported Jesus’ ministry.  It is likely that some of them 
were also present not just in the upper room, but at the cross, and the women 
were the first witnesses to the Resurrection.   
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The point?  Jesus had invested himself and entrusted his ministry to a very diverse 
group of people.  Why?  Because given their diversity, they would be able to reach 
a broader cross-section of people, each reaching their own unique “audience”, if 
you will.  Jesus is a realist.  Better than anyone, he knows these first disciples so 
very well. 
.    
That is why Jesus prays for them.  
 
And Jesus prays for us—for those who would believe, because of the witness of 
the apostles.  Look around…you and I are answers to Jesus’ prayer!  We believe 
because someone shared the good news with us.  And those folks believed, 
because others shared the good news with them.  And so on, a chain of “Good 
News Sharers” stretches back through the centuries to this night, and these 
original disciples for whom Jesus prayed! 
 
[By the way, the word “disciple” means “learner”.  The word “apostle” means 
“sent one”.  The original eleven disciples had Jesus as their teacher/instructor.  
After Pentecost, they become the apostles, or sent ones.] 
 
The truth of God’s word, and the reality of the Resurrection, is confirmed by the 
witness of not only these eleven disciples, but by the fact that the church still is 
thriving today--2000 years after the Christ walked the earth!  Seeds of faith, 
planted by faithful disciples throughout each generation, bear fruit.   
 
Dr. Ron Bryce, is an emergency room physician in Texas.  He made this 
observation one day when he was assisting another doctor during an open heart 
surgery: The surgeon, instructed me reach into the patient's chest and turn the 
heart so he could work on it from a better angle.  As I gingerly swiveled it, he 
asked me, "How does it feel to hold a man's beating heart in your hand?"  In spite 
of our manipulations, the patient's heart kept thumping as billions of tiny heart 
cells communicated and coordinated their activities. 
 
He goes on to explain: The cells in [a healthy human] heart rhythmically contract 
in unity, acting together to produce a heartbeat.  If these living cells are separated 
from the heart in a test tube, they will instinctively continue beating, but not in 
coordination with each other.  If the cells are brought back in contact with one 
another, the instant they touch, their contractions again become synchronized. 
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That is the nature of heart cells.  Individual heart cells cannot accomplish their 
God-given function alone.  They were designed to be one of many cells in one 
heart.  While they serve a unique function in the body, they are not useful if they 
don't communicate and coordinate their efforts.  If the members of an entire 
body don't communicate, life is not possible.  A single heart cell working alone 
cannot pump blood to the body, no matter how hard it tries.  It needs the other 
cells to fulfill its purpose.  (The Fingerprint of God, by Ron Bryce, 2018. P. 55-56) 
So it is with us, the body of Christ, the church! 
 
Specifically, Jesus prays for unity. 
“I pray also for those who will believe in me through their message, 21that all of 
them may be one, Father, just as you are in me and I am in you.  May they also be 
in us so that the world may believe that you have sent me.” 
 
Jesus continues: “…that they may be one as we are one—23I in them and you in 
me—so that they may be brought to complete unity.  Then the world will know 
that you sent me and have loved them even as you have loved me.” 
 
What is the nature of this unity that Jesus prays for?  What does it look like? 
How will we recognize it, and more importantly, how will THE WORLD recognize 
it? 
 
Is it doctrinal?  By signing on the dotted line, by endorsing a particular statement 
of faith, does this create unity? 
E. Stanley Jones said:  “Talk about what you believe, you will have disunity.  Talk 
about the ONE in whom you believe, you will find unity.” (Leadership Magazine, 
Vol.8, No. 3) 
 
Christian denominations differ largely over doctrinal issues: For instance, how to 
baptize (immersion or sprinkling), and whom to baptize (infants or those who 
reach the ‘age of accountability’ etc.) That is just one example.  Sadly, doctrine 
does not unite us. 
 
Is unity organizational? 
Perhaps it would have made more sense if Jesus had prayed that the disciples 
would be one, as the Roman army was one—fighting together as a single 
disciplined unit, in allegiance to a single Emperor. 
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OR Jesus might have prayed that the disciples would be one as the Sanhedrin was 
one.  It was common knowledge that this august group, an assembly of Jewish 
judges, all cast their vote as they were instructed to, by the Hight Priest! 
 
In each of these examples there is a basic organizational or institutional unity, 
which is held together by strong leadership, and a rigid set of rules and 
expectations.  If you don’t conform, you are out!  Simple! 
 
But Jesus does not use any of these as examples of “unity”. 
Instead, Jesus uses the language of relationships—specifically the intimate ad 
mysterious relationship between Himself and His Heavenly Father. 
 
The unity that Christ prays for is relational. 
Jesus prays, using powerful relational language, which points to a reality that we 
cannot fully explain, but we can experience.  It is indeed, the mystery and miracle 
of Christian community that we experience.  It is a place where the love of God—
the fruit of the Holy Spirit—binds us together, overriding other differences we 
might have.  
 
We recognize that the body of Christ is more than the sum of its individual parts.  
We are in Christ, and Christ is in us.  We are connected to God through Christ, and 
connected to one another.  What connects us?  The invisible but real “bonds of 
love”. 
 
The unity of which Christ speaks and for which Christ prays, is a gift made possible 
through the Holy Spirit who indwells all believers.  Unity is NOT something we 
achieve…we do not earn it; it is not a result of our effort.  No amount of work will 
accomplish it. 
 
If anything, unity requires the giving of ourselves, or the relinquishing of our wills, 
to the will of the ONE who loves us and died for us.  This is a spiritual relationship 
that has a vertical aspect: our individual relationship with God, as well as a 
horizontal aspect—our relationships with our sisters and brothers in the body of 
Christ, the church.  Imagine the cross—the vertical beam points us to God.  The 
horizontal one reaches out to those around us. 
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This unity serves a larger purpose—it “speaks” to the world.  Just like our actual 
body language can wordlessly convey joy/sadness/boredom, our churches’ body 
language speaks to the world of the reality of God’s love for us!  As was true of 
the eleven original disciples, it is equally true of us: Only God can make of our 
very diverse personalities/experiences/and lives, a unity, and create a oneness 
that conveys to the world something that our individual selves cannot: That God 
so loves the world, that he gave his one and only son! 
 
That reality—that love—is expressed uniquely in and through our unity as the 
Body of Christ, the church.  The way we treat one another is an essential 
component of proclaiming Jesus to the world.  

 

Jesus said: “By this everyone will know that you are my disciples, if you love one 
another.”  (John 13:35) 
 
Mark Twain said, “You can tie two cat’s tails together and you have a union, but 
you do not have UNITY!” 
 
At a recent wedding, the families had posted a sign near the entrance of the 
chapel that read: “Pick a seat, not a side.  We are all family.”  That attitude applies 
to the church.  There ought to be only one side here, God’s side!  Unity in the 
body of Christ is a gift given by God. 
 
However, unity does not mean the elimination of differences!  Quite the contrary.  
We are each unique children of God, given different spiritual gifts for the good of 
the whole.  We bring different skills, knowledge, life experiences.  Our diversity is 
also a God given gift! 
 
In I Corinthians 12, Paul uses the analogy of the human body to describe the 
church.  Each part is uniquely different but essential, and necessary for the 
functioning of the whole. 
 
I once attended a concert of the Utah Symphony Orchestra.  I cannot tell you 
what they performed that night, but as I watched and listened, it occurred to me 
that it was a metaphor portraying how the church should function.  God is the 
conductor.  Each section has a unique part to play.  Every section, every 
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instrument and every musician has something to contribute in order for the 
whole to reflect the composer’s intent.   
 
I read recently about an unusual concert.  The 400 member orchestra included 
amateurs, professionals, all ages, from a 9 year old cellist to an 82 year old oboist.  
Reductions in government funding meant subsequent cuts in public school music 
programs.  Many instruments fell into disrepair.  But David Lang had a vision to 
make something beautiful.  He composed “Symphony for a Broken Orchestra” 
which was performed on December 4, 2017. 
 
Each musician played a broken instrument: a trumpet held together with painters’ 
tape; a violin with no “A” string, a cello carried onstage in multiple pieces.  It was 
an unusual performance, to say the least.  The trumpet could not sound, but the 
keys could tap out a rhythm; the scraping of a bow over the silhouette of a violin 
added its own unique sound.  As the forty minute symphony progressed, the 
instruments came to life.  Some musicians struggled: the French horn kept losing 
its’ mouthpiece, the clarinet was capable of only short spurts of sound.  But 
altogether, the orchestra produced rich harmony.  The music was playful and 
joyous.  Indeed, they had produced something beautiful! 
(NY Times, 12-4-17 “A Symphony Breathes Life into 400 Broken School 
Instruments”) 
 
Such is the church—as sinners we are “broken”, but redeemed.  Each member 
adds his or her own unique sound to the symphony of praise, under the direction 
of God, who can bring harmony. 
To unify is to bring disparate parts into harmony, not into unison, thus allowing 
for different points of view. 
 
Unity is not about making everyone “sing” or “play” the same note. 
Unity does not erase differences; it brings them together, as different notes in a 
chord produce harmony.  
 
On occasion there may be obvious discord, but the goal is to move toward 
harmonic resolution.  The world will always have opposites.  But polarities can be 
brought into harmony—where differences, strengths, uniqueness, and 
distinctions can be blended into melodic composition. 
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The purpose of unity is to be a witness to the unbelieving world; the goal is that 
all might know Jesus as Savior and Lord, becoming a universe—a uni-verse, one 
verse, one song in praise of God’s amazing love and grace. (idea from Ray 
Stedman) 
 
Ours is to fall in love with the One who loves us. Ours is to know Christ, and to 
make Christ known. 
Jesus prays for our unity, so that we might make beautiful music together!  
Why? Because what the world needs now…is love sweet love…!    
 
[Pray] 


