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12And now, Israel, what does the LORD your God ask of you but to fear the LORD your God, 
to walk in obedience to him, to love him, to serve the LORD your God with all your heart 
and with all your soul, 13and to observe the LORD’s commands and decrees that I am giving 
you today for your own good? 
14To the LORD your God belong the heavens, even the highest heavens, the earth and 
everything in it.  15Yet the LORD set his affection on your ancestors and loved them, and he 
chose you, their descendants, above all the nations—as it is today.  16Circumcise your 
hearts, therefore, and do not be stiff-necked any longer.  17For the LORD your God is God 
of gods and Lord of lords, the great God, mighty and awesome, who shows no partiality 
and accepts no bribes.  18He defends the cause of the fatherless and the widow, and loves 
the foreigner residing among you, giving them food and clothing.  19And you are to love 
those who are foreigners, for you yourselves were foreigners in Egypt.  20Fear the LORD 

your God and serve him.  Hold fast to him and take your oaths in his name.  21He is the 
one you praise; he is your God, who performed for you those great and awesome wonders 
you saw with your own eyes.  22Your ancestors who went down into Egypt were seventy 
in all, and now the LORD your God has made you as numerous as the stars in the sky. 
 
John 12:20-33 
20Now there were some Greeks among those who went up to worship at the festival. 
(Passover) 21They came to Philip, who was from Bethsaida in Galilee, with a request.  “Sir,” 
they said, “we would like to see Jesus.”  22Philip went to tell Andrew; Andrew and Philip 
in turn told Jesus. 
23Jesus replied, “The hour has come for the Son of Man to be glorified.  24Very truly I tell 
you, unless a kernel of wheat falls to the ground and dies, it remains only a single seed.  
But if it dies, it produces many seeds.  25Anyone who loves their life will lose it, while 
anyone who hates their life in this world will keep it for eternal life.  26Whoever serves me 
must follow me; and where I am, my servant also will be.  My Father will honor the one 
who serves me. 
27“Now my soul is troubled, and what shall I say?  ‘Father, save me from this hour’?  No, 
it was for this very reason I came to this hour.  28Father, glorify your name!”  Then a voice 
came from heaven, “I have glorified it, and will glorify it again.”  29The crowd that was 
there and heard it said it had thundered; others said an angel had spoken to him. 
30Jesus said, “This voice was for your benefit, not mine.  31Now is the time for judgment 
on this world; now the prince of this world will be driven out.  32And I, when I am lifted up 
from the earth, will draw all people to myself.”  33He said this to show the kind of death 
he was going to die. 
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PRAY 
 
I was a newly minted pastor when asked to be a guest preacher at a picturesque historic 
church in the foothills of the Sierra Nevada Mountains.  I was impressed with the message 
carved on the pulpit - on the surface facing the preacher - “We would see Jesus.” 
 
Indeed, this is our heart’s desire when we come to worship; to encounter the Living Lord.  
May it be so for us this morning and each time we gather!  
 
Some Greeks - which in this context simply means “Gentiles” or “non-Jews” - approach 
Phillip and ask to see Jesus.  I get the feeling here they are like “roadies” following their 
favorite rock star, asking Phillip to get them a backstage pass so they can meet Jesus. 
 
What is likely not obvious to us: both Philip and Andrew are Greek names.  These visitors 
are comfortable approaching Philip because he is one of them.  Philip takes this request 
to Andrew, and together they take this up with Jesus. 
 
This interaction seems inconsequential, hardly worth mentioning.  But John thinks it 
important enough to record.  Why?  Because next, Jesus launches into his speech: The 
hour of his glorification has come.  Next, a description of wheat.  What?  It seems to be 
non sequitur.  The Greeks are not mentioned again.  Or are they?  And why are they 
worthy of mention at all? 
 
We are aware that the Israelites were historically surrounded by other tribes who 
worshiped gods other than the God of Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob.  The Israelites had laws 
against intermarriage - not for the sake of “racial purity” but for the sake of religious 
purity.  Foreigners were to be welcomed and treated fairly, loved because God loves 
them.  But intermarriage was discouraged because of the possibility of Jews then being 
drawn to worship the foreign gods of their new spouses. 
 
Fast forward to Jesus and his ministry: he is clear that he came to save “the lost sheep of 
Israel” (Matthew 10:6, 15:24) but he also says “I have other sheep that are not of this pen.  
I must bring them also.  They too will listen to my voice, and there shall be one flock and 
one shepherd.” John 10:16 
 
This brief passage represents a significant turning point: The coming of the Greeks to Jesus 
signals that Jesus’ “hour has come”.  The time of his glorification is here. 
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We are inclined to think of a time “of glorification” as walking across a stage and collecting 
a degree; winning an Oscar, an Emmy, or Golden Globe award; hoisting the Heisman 
trophy overhead in a stadium filled with adoring, screaming fans. (pre-Covid, of course!) 
 
But to Jesus, the act of “glorification” always refers to the cross: Jesus’ return to the Father 
through his death on the cross, his resurrection and exaltation. Something has shifted: 
Previously he has indicated his hour had NOT yet come (John 2:4, 7:30, 8:20).  In this hour, 
his focus is not exclusively on the Jews (“the lost sheep of Israel”) but the impact and 
scope of Jesus’ ministry goes global (to include those “other sheep”).  It encompasses the 
world. (John 3:16)  
 
What is this talk about wheat?  I have not planted wheat before, perhaps you have. But 
the kernels…the seeds…are tiny (about the size of a sunflower seed).  Left to themselves, 
they will lose their reproductive powers unless - the seed which appears to all purposes 
to be dead already - is buried beneath the soil.  With time, sunshine, and moisture, it will 
bear an abundant crop!  It is counter intuitive.  It does not make much sense, any more 
than Jesus’ being lifted on a cross, will draw all people to himself. 
 
Jesus’ laying down of his life, is an invitation for us to do the same: to find that in giving 
ourselves away in service to Christ and his Kingdom, we find our truest selves. To discover 
that in taking up our cross daily - our willingness to sacrifice our own wills in favor of God’s 
will - that we find healing for our souls.  To discover that selflessness/self-denial can be 
fulfilling. 
 
In this instance, Jesus includes a promise: “…and where I am, my servants will also be.”  
“Father will honor the one who serves me.” v.26 (John 14:3, 17:24) I do not know about 
you, but if I could choose a place to be? It would be at Jesus’ side. 
 
The “lifting up” is a euphemism for crucifixion.  How can this event be the focal point of 
history, with a magnetic pull greater than the pull of gravity?  Jesus’ mission, indeed, the 
purpose of the cross, is to draw all people to himself.  ALL PEOPLE…that would include 
the “Greeks” and even the Samaritans of Jesus’ day.  In Deuteronomy we are told that 
God shows no partiality: The chosen ones or foreigners?  It is not “either/or” but 
“both/and”.  So, it is the same in this passage in John: God loves both Jews and Greeks, 
not “either/or”! 
 
In other words, Jesus is living into the reality of John 3:16: God so loved the world that he 
gave his one and only Son, whosoever believes in him, shall have everlasting life.  What 
God’s love changes all that. 
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If, in his very act of dying, Jesus draws all people to himself… 
Are there people in our community who are presently outside of God’s loving embrace? 
What would it look like for Calvary to embrace this “widening ministry” of Jesus?  
 
What would it mean to rethink our relationship with the homeless people who access our 
Blessing Box?  How can we demonstrate to them the love and grace of Jesus?  What would 
it look like - to open not just our doors but our hearts - to people who are different than 
us? 
 
What about others in our community?  Perhaps it means not just welcoming, but 
intentionally inviting people who are not like us, to join with us in worship and service 
because of Jesus. 
 
This is what we are called to.  It is not optional.  It is the way of Jesus.  Plain and simple.  
To do anything less, would be un-Christ-like. 
 
The early church struggled with racial diversity, due in part to their Jewish heritage, in 
which there was a long history of preserving racial purity for the sake of retaining religious 
piety. 
 
God’s love changes all that. 
John 3:16 changes all that. 
Jesus changes all that. 
The cross changes all that. 
The purpose of the cross of Christ was to embrace all of humanity, giving everyone equal 
access to God. 
 
Jesus admits that his “soul is troubled” (v 27) while at the same time confidently 
confirming that the cross and all its’ implications - are “the very reason I came to this 
hour” (v.27).  Jesus is clear about his purpose! 
 
Then there is an interruption: Is it God’s voice?  Thunder?  An angel?  Unclear.  Jesus says, 
“this voice was for your benefit, not mine” (v.30).  I do not know what to make of this - 
guess you had to be there. 
 
Remember those “Greeks” who enter the scene at the start of this passage, requesting 
an audience with Jesus? 
It is unknown as to whether or not they actually got to “see” him, nor do we know exactly 
what they hoped to see. 
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If we look - really look - we will see a Jesus focused on the Cross, and on the “hour of 
glory” when his mission is accomplished in his crucifixion. 
 
This focus of Jesus’ informs our own faith: it is not just about our salvation, our comfort, 
or satisfaction.  Rather, the point of following Jesus is that we too might be drawn more 
deeply into loving self-sacrificing service. 
 
“Jesus comes to demonstrate God’s strength through vulnerability, God’s power through 
what appears weak in the eyes of the world, and God’s justice through love, mercy and 
forgiveness.” To follow Jesus, is to do the same.   
  
Is this the Jesus the Greeks want to see? 
Is this the Jesus you want to see?  I have no idea. 
 
What I do know is – if we look closely - the Jesus we see is the One who reveals the heart 
of our loving God by dying on the cross; and being raised again on the third day. 
 
In doing so, Jesus demonstrates that love is more powerful than hate, and life more 
powerful than death.  This love is not an exclusive “either/or” kind of love.  This love is an 
inclusive “both/and” kind of love. 
 
This Jesus promises to draw all of us sinners - every one of us - -to himself.  And this, dear 
friends, is good news, especially for all of us “Greeks” and for Jews alike! 
 
PRAY 
Lord we too would see Jesus…but in doing so, we must be willing to look NOT through 
rose colored glasses at a version of Jesus that makes us comfortable.  We must be willing 
to see the Jesus who makes us uncomfortable – who dies the death of a common criminal 
– for us to be drawn together as one body of believers, Jews, and Greeks alike.  We are 
not there yet Lord.  We are drawn to those who are like us.  All too often we tend to think 
in terms of “them/us”.  Forgive us and enlarge our minds and hearts to embrace all whom 
you love.  Make us more like Jesus, in whose name we pray.  Amen. 


