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Prayer: A Daring Dialogue                                            Rev. Lynell M. Caudillo 
The Other Lord’s Prayer                   March 17, 2019 
John 17:1-19, Philippians 2:5-11                           Second Sunday of Lent 
 
After Jesus said this, he looked toward heaven and prayed: 
“Father, the hour has come.  Glorify your Son, that your Son may glorify you.  2For 
you granted him authority over all people that he might give eternal life to all 
those you have given him.  3Now this is eternal life: that they know you, the only 
true God, and Jesus Christ, whom you have sent.  4I have brought you glory on 
earth by finishing the work you gave me to do.  5And now, Father, glorify me in 
your presence with the glory I had with you before the world began. 
6“I have revealed you to those whom you gave me out of the world.  They were 
yours; you gave them to me and they have obeyed your word.  7Now they know 
that everything you have given me comes from you.  8For I gave them the words 
you gave me and they accepted them.  They knew with certainty that I came from 
you, and they believed that you sent me.  9I pray for them.  I am not praying for 
the world, but for those you have given me, for they are yours.  10All I have is 
yours, and all you have is mine.  And glory has come to me through them.  11I will 
remain in the world no longer, but they are still in the world, and I am coming to 
you.  Holy Father, protect them by the power of[b] your name, the name you gave 
me, so that they may be one as we are one.  12While I was with them, I protected 
them and kept them safe by[c] that name you gave me.  None has been lost except 
the one doomed to destruction so that Scripture would be fulfilled. 
13“I am coming to you now, but I say these things while I am still in the world, so 
that they may have the full measure of my joy within them.  14I have given them 
your word and the world has hated them, for they are not of the world any more 
than I am of the world.  15My prayer is not that you take them out of the world 
but that you protect them from the evil one.  16They are not of the world, even as 
I am not of it.  17Sanctify them by[d] the truth; your word is truth.  18As you sent me 
into the world, I have sent them into the world.  19For them I sanctify myself, that 
they too may be truly sanctified.     
 
[Pray] 
 
Introduction: 
It is important for us to understand the context in which Jesus prays this prayer.  
He has given the disciples his final instructions, recorded for us in the previous 

https://mobile.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=john+17&version=NIV#fen-NIV-26771b
https://mobile.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=john+17&version=NIV#fen-NIV-26772c
https://mobile.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=john+17&version=NIV#fen-NIV-26777d


2 
 

three chapters.  He has washed their feet, he has celebrated his last Passover 
meal with them in the Upper Room, he has foretold both Judas’ betrayal and 
Peter’s denial, as well as promised them the companionship of the Holy Spirit 
who is yet to come.  After Jesus prays this prayer, he and the eleven disciples will 
head out across the Kidron Valley to the Garden of Gethsemane.  Thus begins 
Jesus’ journey to the cross.   
 
(Listen carefully, as Jesus speaks of himself in the third person, which makes this a 
little awkward to follow.) 
[Read the scripture] 
 
I’ve got a confession to make: I don’t remember any of them.  I’ve been to 
numerous graduations or commencement ceremonies all of which featured an 
address by a person of distinction, dispensing words of wisdom to the newly 
minted graduates (including myself on several occasions)!  But I don’t remember 
a single word they said!   
 
Here’s a sample from a few famous graduation speakers: 
Dr. Ruth Westheimer told graduates:  “My favorite animal is a turtle.  The reason?  
In order for the turtle to move, it has to stick its neck out.” 
Vidal Sassoon reminded them: “The only place where “success” comes before 
“work” is in the dictionary!” 
Dolly Parton, wisely did not offer advice, because… “What has worked for me, 
may not work for you.  Take for instance what has worked for me: Wigs. Tight 
clothes. Six inch heels, and plastic surgery.” 
 
This prayer of Jesus’ follows his “commencement speech” to the disciples.  They 
will soon be “graduating”.  They will move from the upper classroom with Jesus as 
their instructor, out into the real world. Jesus too will “graduate”—he will begin 
his final journey to the cross, to complete the work that his Father had sent him 
to do: To accomplish our salvation! 
 
Jesus knows time is short. He will soon face his death.  This is his parting shot, his 
last opportunity on this side of the cross to give the disciples both encouragement 
and instruction.  Having done so in the preceding chapters, now Jesus prays.  
Jesus begins by praying for himself, next for the eleven, and finally for the 
church. 
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How does it make you feel when you know that someone is praying specifically 
for you?  It can be both humbling and encouraging.  When facing a challenge, 
dealing with a difficult decision or dilemma, it makes a difference when we know 
that others are holding us in prayer.  We draw strength and confidence from this 
knowledge, don’t we? 
 
In Jesus’ prayer we get a glimpse into his unique relationship with his heavenly 
Father. Six times, he addresses God as “Abba” or “daddy”—the intimate, address 
of a trusting child.   
 
“Father, the hour has come…” (v. 1) On previous occasions, Jesus had said that 
his time had NOT yet come.  Now it’s here.  The time has come.  What does this 
mean?  The culmination of Jesus earthly ministry is at hand.  Soon he will 
“graduate”.  The time for Jesus’ glorification is eminent.  In John’s gospel, 
glorification is always associated with the cross. 
 
Jesus recalls the glory he shared with the Father, “before the world began” (v5.) 
Jesus was alive and active in creation, prior to his birth in Bethlehem.  This truth is 
affirmed by John at the very inception of this Gospel: In the beginning was the 
Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God.  2He was with God in 
the beginning.  3Through him all things were made…John 1:1-3 
 
One purpose of the incarnation—the purpose of Jesus’ coming-- was to reveal to 
us who God really is: Jesus is “God with skin on”; one who makes it possible for 
us to have a relationship with the Living God, and to enter into eternal life. 
 
And what is this “eternal life”?  Jesus does not define eternal life using a watch or 
calendar.  He says: “This is eternal life: that they may know you, the only true 
God, and Jesus Christ whom you have sent.” (v3) 
 
For Jesus, eternal life is not about duration, but about relation.  Eternal life begins 
when we begin to know God.   
And how can we know God? 
Jesus never intends that God be known or explained in purely rational, intellectual 
facts.  In biblical thought to know another is to have an intimacy that goes far 
deeper than intellectual assent.  It means to enter into a mutual, covenantal 
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relationship in which we share all of ourselves with God, and receiving all that 
God has to offer us. (To know as we are fully known) 
 
A second purpose of Jesus’ coming, is to glorify God.  The word “glorify” [Grk: 
doxazo] means to venerate, honor or praise.  Jesus glorifies the Father through his 
obedience, even to his death on the cross.  The cross is not a place of shame, but 
a place of honor for Jesus.  
 
Next, Jesus intercedes on behalf of the eleven disciples.  Take a look with me 
around that table in the Upper Room where they’d just finished the Passover 
meal.  There’s Matthew the tax collector.  He’s got a briefcase stuffed with 1040 
forms and Schedule C’s, just in case this job with Jesus doesn’t last.  Next to him is 
the impulsive Simon Peter.  He jumps out of boats, declares Jesus true identity, 
and later this very night will cut off the ear of the High Priest’s slave!  Across from 
him are the Zebedee brothers.  James and John are still acting out their natural 
sibling rivalry.  And next to them, is Simon, who belongs to a political action group 
called the Zealots.  He sports a T shirt with the slogan: “ROMANS—GO HOME!”  
 
I could go on, but you get the idea.  Can there be any doubt why Jesus felt the 
need to pray for this diverse group of disciples?  But the most important reason 
that Jesus prayed for them?  He loved them!  Jesus had invested everything in this 
group of men over the course of three years.  Jesus knows he’ll be leaving them in 
the world, so he prays for their protection, their unity, and their sanctification. 
 
From what do the disciples need protection?  Jesus prays for protection from the 
evil one.  Just as Jesus himself, contended with temptation, and evil spirits and 
opposition of every kind.  He knows that the disciples will face the same issues.  
The “world” is not just a place of unbelief and cynicism, but of abject hostility 
(15:18-27).  How can we disciples be “in the world” but not “of the world”?  We 
cannot escape culture, but how can we avoid being co-opted by it?  How can we 
be “in” the world, while being distinctively different from it?  
 
The Word of God, and God’s name will be a refuge (v.17) as it is written in 
Proverbs: “The name of the LORD is a strong tower; the righteous run to it and 
are safe.”  (Proverbs 18:10) Jesus prays that the disciples’ faith be preserved and 
kept strong, that their—and our--conviction of the truth regarding Jesus’ true 
identity will be unwavering. 
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Next, Jesus prays for their unity.  Like a shepherd about to lay down his life for 
his sheep, Jesus prays for his flock that he loves.  When a shepherd is struck 
down, the sheep will be scattered.  Given that the world is a hostile place, the 
disciples will need a “spiritual glue” or cohesiveness in order to carry out their 
ministry.  Unity is a gift.  It is not a result of our human effort, but the work of 
God’s Spirit.  Unity is found in the common ground of the person of Christ. 
 
Finally, Jesus asks for his disciples to be sanctified (v17-18).  What does that 
mean?  Most of us are familiar with the story of Beauty and the Beast.  It is only 
when the Beast discovers that Beauty truly loves him, in all his ugliness, that he 
himself becomes beautiful.  A similar experience is ours when we discover that 
God really truly loves us, in all our unloveliness.  It is only then that we begin to 
become loveable.  This gradual transformation is a process called sanctification.  
Because we sinners prefer our sin, just as the Beast prefers his beastliness, it can 
be a long and sometimes painful process. 
 
But little by little…the forgiven start to become forgivers, the healed become 
healers, the beloved become lovers.*  This transformation is the slow work of 
God.  The change agent is the Holy Spirit.  This is what it means for us to be 
sanctified. *(F. Buechner, Wishful Thinking: A Theological ABC, p. 85) 
 
John portrays Jesus here as one filled with a deep love for his disciples, and an 
eagerness to return to his Father.  This prayer is but a continuation of an ongoing 
conversation between the Son and His Father.  He anticipates that he will return 
to that same glorious status he knew before he set it aside to minister here on 
earth.  This parallels the eloquent description of Paul in Philippians 2:1-11. 
 
Jesus’ saving work began in Bethlehem, not on the cross.  The incarnation, God’s 
union with our humanity, was in itself, a saving act.*  Paul wrote:“…for God was in 
Christ, reconciling the world to himself”, 2 Corinthians 5:19. (NIV Application 
Commentary, John by G Burge, p. 475) 
 
As we progress through Lent toward Holy Week, may we give attention to what it 
means for us to engage in incarnational ministry.  Jesus calls us to not cut 
ourselves off from the secular culture, nor become assimilated into it, but to 



6 
 

accept the discomfort of entering it, while remaining distinct from it.  We are to 
be “in”, not “of”, but sent “into” the world that God loves.  
 
Involvement in mission, witness and service is our calling, as we follow Jesus. 
Empowered by the Holy Spirit, we are Jesus’ voice declaring good news, we are 
Jesus’ ears to hear the cries of the poor, widows and orphans, immigrants and the 
disenfranchised.  We are Jesus’ hands and feet, to act, offering help and hope. 
 
Let us pray: 
Gracious God, thank you for your written Word, and for Jesus, the incarnate 
Word.  Both reveal to us who you are, and how much you love us.  Please, make 
us more like Jesus, so that his prayer will be answered in and through us. 
Amen! 


