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Cross Purposes: Turning the Tables      Pastor Cindy Ehlke 
John 2:13-22 & Ephesians 2:1-10           March 14, 2021 
 
Turning the Tables: Understanding Christ’s sacrifice for us as counter cultural. 
Today’s message is another in the series of Lenten reflections “Cross Purposes.”  As 
we examine Jesus’ cleansing of the temple it is appropriate to say we are coming 
to understand Christ’s sacrifice for us as counter cultural.  Jesus turns the tables 
over in the temple and points to the rebuilding of the temple in three days.  It points 
to his death and resurrection as the ultimate sacrifice that is meant to restore each 
of us to our spiritual center. 
 
The concept of sacrifice has a long and complicated history.  The Bible is full of 
stories of sacrifice.  Most of us can retell the story of Abraham and his potential 
sacrifice of his son Isaac.  Abraham is spared this horrific outcome and sacrifices a 
ram instead.  The heavenly messenger says to Abraham, “now I know you fear 
God.”  When the Israelites escaped from Egypt, they came to know the merciful 
and powerful God who delivers.  The remembrance of this escape is celebrated 
every year in the Passover.  
 
Over time the system of performing sacrificial temple offerings became complex. 
There were at least five temple offerings with elaborate rules for how they were to 
be carried out.  They included Burnt offerings, Meal offerings, Peace offerings, Sin 
offerings and Trespass offerings.  For each one, the type of sacrifice was spelled out 
including the types of animals, the types of acceptable foods and the cleaning of 
the altar before and after the sacrifices.  The animal had to be without blemish.  
The worshipper then placed his hands upon the head of the animal.  This reflected 
the awareness that this innocent animal was standing in for the sinner.  The 
worshipper would seek the Lord for forgiveness and then kill the animal 
immediately.  Care was taken so that the animal did not suffer needlessly.  It 
included making sure the knife had no rough edges on the blade that could hurt 
the animal.  
 
In the passage from John, we get a glimpse of how temple worship had evolved. 
When Jesus came to the temple, he saw people selling cattle, sheep, goats, and 
doves.  In addition, there were tables set up where people were exchanging money. 
These animals were available for purchase by worshippers and meant to be offered 
as sacrifices.  However, the money changers had corrupted the system.  They jacked 
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up the prices and were using this as an opportunity for personal profit.  Jesus turned 
over the tables in anger.  He said, “don’t make my Father’s house a place for buying 
and selling.”  Reading this again, I was struck by how similar that commercial 
activity was to our own consumer society.  Here is a quote from a book entitled, 
“The Impulse Society.”  “It is something most of us have sensed for years-the rise 
of a world defined only by mine and now.  A world where business shamelessly 
seeks the fasted reward, regardless of the long-term social consequences; where 
political leaders reflexively choose short-term fixes over broad, sustainable social 
progress; where individuals feel increasingly exploited by a marketplace obsessed 
with our private cravings but oblivious to our spiritual well-being or the larger 
needs of our families and communities. …we have crossed a threshold with the 
virtual merging of the market and the self. “ One word of caution.  We do not want 
to take this Biblical story as an excuse to rant and rave about some situation that 
makes us angry.  It is reserved for those occasions where people are being taken 
advantage of unfairly.  
 
The last verses of this passage get to the heart of Jesus’ message.  He says to the 
bystanders, if you destroy this temple, I will build it again in three days.  The people 
did not make the connection that Jesus is the temple of God.  But his followers 
remembered that he said this after he was raised from the dead.  
 
A companion verse for today is Ephesians 2: 1-10.  Paul is writing to the Ephesians. 
He admonishes them because in their past they have lived “as the world lives.” 
They were trying to please their sinful selves, “doing what their bodies and minds 
wanted.”  But Paul reminds us that God’s mercy is great and that we are saved by 
grace through faith. God’s grace is God’s gift of love, forgiveness, strength, and 
mercy.  It is a gift and blessing that is God’s initiative, not ours.  
 
Now for the soul-searching: just what does it mean to live a sacrificial, grace-filled 
life?  In past messages, I have expressed gratitude for the many ways people in 
Calvary and the surrounding area step up to help others.  I mentioned POM, the 
Enumclaw Food Bank, the Rainier Wellness foundation to name a few.  This is still 
legitimate, but now to take things one step further.  Just what are the 
characteristics of a grace-filled life?  In one commentary, four habits or 
characteristics are mentioned that reflect our response to grace.  There are likely 
more, but these add an additional layer to our understanding of today’s scriptures. 
The four habits are prayer, serving, forgiveness and humility. 
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Prayer: In this article, it mentions that Moses spoke with God very often.  He asked 
God for help with decisions, he spoke to God when he was frustrated, angry, 
confused, tired and thankful.  The point is we pray because God can do what we 
cannot, and we pray because God tells us to. 
 
Serving: As I have stated before, we are fortunate at Calvary that being good 
servants is acted out and not just given lip service.  It hardly needs any further 
comment: I think we are and continue to be looking for ways to serve others. 
 
Forgiveness: Forgiveness is a life-long pursuit and lesson to be practiced. 
Obviously, the ultimate forgiveness has been accomplished for ALL of us through 
Christ.  While we cannot emulate that completely, we are to rise to the occasion 
and forgive those close to us and to those with whom we have disagreements. 
Sometimes the hard part is to forgive ourselves for our own shortcomings.  It does 
not feel good to look at our own weaknesses and less than perfect attitudes.  Ouch! 
Thank goodness for God’s everlasting understanding and grace.  There is nothing 
we cannot admit to God or ask God for help to forgive. 
 
Humility: In considering how to discuss humility, nothing seems to say it any better 
than the passage from Philippians: “When you do things, do not let selfishness or 
pride be your guide.  Instead, be humble and give more honor to others than to 
yourselves.  Do not be interested only in your own life but be interested in the lives 
of others.  In your lives you must think and act like Christ Jesus.  Christ himself was 
like God in everything.  But he did not think that being equal with God was 
something to be used for his own benefit.  But he gave up his place with God and 
made himself nothing.  He was born to be a human being and became like a servant. 
And when he was living as a human being, he humbled himself and was fully 
obedient to God.” 
 
As we look to Jesus, we are thankful for his example of being counter cultural.  So 
now we are called to lead ourselves and others away from non-productive cultural 
norms and towards a life dominated by faith and grace.  


