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Lenten Series: Words from the Cross          Rev. Lynell M. Caudillo 
“Father, forgive…”                 March 6, 2022 
Luke 23:26, 33-34 & Psalm 103:1-5, 8-18 
 
1Praise the LORD, my soul; all my inmost being, praise his holy name. 
2Praise the LORD, my soul, and forget not all his benefits— 
3who forgives all your sins and heals all your diseases, 
4who redeems your life from the pit and crowns you with love and compassion, 
5who satisfies your desires with good things so that your youth is renewed like the 
eagle’s…. 
8The LORD is compassionate and gracious, slow to anger, abounding in love. 
9He will not always accuse, nor will he harbor his anger forever; 
10he does not treat us as our sins deserve or repay us according to our iniquities. 
11For as high as the heavens are above the earth, so great is his love for those who fear 
him; 12as far as the east is from the west, so far has he removed our transgressions from 
us. 
13As a father has compassion on his children, so the LORD has compassion on those who 
fear him; 14for he knows how we are formed, he remembers that we are dust.  15The life 
of mortals is like grass, they flourish like a flower of the field; 16the wind blows over it and 
it is gone, and its place remembers it no more.  17But from everlasting to everlasting the 
LORD’s love is with those who fear him, and his righteousness with their children’s 
children--18with those who keep his covenant and remember to obey his precepts. 
 
Luke 23: 26, 34-35 
26As the soldiers led him away, they seized Simon from Cyrene, who was on his way in 
from the country, and put the cross on him and made him carry it behind Jesus. 
33When they came to the place called the Skull, they crucified him there, along with the 
criminals—one on his right, the other on his left.  34Jesus said, “Father, forgive them, for 
they do not know what they are doing.”  And they divided up his clothes by casting lots. 
 
PRAY 
 
Famous people have often had their last words recorded for posterity.  For some, there 
are deathbed confessions, regrets, and defiance.  For some, words of wisdom or 
resignation. 
 
Former presidents Thomas Jefferson and John Adams died the very same day, July 4, 
1826.  Both knew of each other’s failing health.  Jefferson died early in the day. 
Reportedly, his last words asked: “Is it the Fourth?” 
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Later that day Adams, who had not been informed of his friend’s death, uttered his final 
sentence: “Thomas Jefferson still survives.”  Certainly, the legacy of both men survives to 
this day. 
P. T. Barnum, the founder of Barnum and Bailey Circus was an entrepreneur to the end.  
Reportedly, his last words were: “How were last night’s receipts at Madison Square 
Garden?”   
Leonardo Di Vinci was either exceedingly humble or hard on himself (you decide) as his 
last words were: “I have offended God and mankind because my work did not reach the 
quality it should have.” 
In contrast, are the last words of Albert Einstein: “I have done my share, it is time to go.  I 
will do it elegantly.” 
Most memorable for me personally, were the last words of my dear mother-in-law Louise, 
who said simply: “Thank you.” 
 
While the order of events during Jesus’ last week on earth may vary slightly from one 
Gospel to another, the outcome is the same in each.  Jesus enters Jerusalem triumphantly, 
to celebrate Passover with his disciples.  Hopes were high that the Roman oppressors 
would be overthrown, and that God’s Kingdom be established on earth with Jesus as King. 
 
Instead, Judas betrays Jesus, selling him out for thirty pieces of silver.  Peter denies that 
he ever knew Jesus.  The rest of the disciples desert him.  He is arrested, mocked, and 
flogged.  He is brought before the Council/religious leaders, then before Pilate, who hands 
him on to Herod.  
 
No one can make any real charges stick because Jesus is innocent.  Yet he is treated with 
contempt.  Neither Pilate nor Herod can find him guilty of anything, so they plan to release 
him.  However, the crowd demands that Jesus be crucified. 
 
Ultimately, he is lead away to Golgotha, “the place of the scull”, where executions take 
place.  Crucifixion is perhaps the most inhumane form of torture and death ever devised 
by humanity.  It is a slow, excruciating, humiliating way to die.   
 
As Jesus hung on the cross, he somehow had the energy and presence of mind to speak.  
Sparingly, with an economy of words. 
 
It is here - at the foot of the cross - where we shall position ourselves between now and 
Easter Sunday, in order to give our attention to Jesus’ last words.  Some of them are hard 
to hear.  Both because of their content, as well as for the fact that Jesus’ strength is 
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draining away.  His voice becomes barely a whisper.  We must lean in and listen intently, 
both for his words and for his meaning. 
 
“Father, forgive them, they don’t know what they are doing.” 
Jesus’ first words from the cross are a prayer, addressed to God the Father. 
As a war of words has escalated to armed conflict between Russia and Ukraine, it is 
notable that Ukraine did nothing to provoke Russian aggression.  Putin’s quest for power 
and domination over previous Soviet republics seems to be the driving force.  He has 
targeted innocent civilians, destroying infrastructure, government buildings, businesses, 
schools, hospitals, and homes.  
 
This conflict has created a humanitarian crisis of massive proportions.  Thankfully 
neighboring countries are welcoming and making every effort to provide for the needs of 
the 1.2 million women and children seeking refuge from this war.  I wonder if the average 
Russian citizen is not also an innocent victim of this war as there is no compelling reason 
to perceive Ukraine as an “enemy”.  I wonder. 
 
Can you hear Jesus praying? 
“Father, forgive them…they do not know what they are doing.” 
Jesus was innocent.  He had every right to recriminations, to demand justice.  Instead, he 
calls upon his father, to forgive.  Jesus - who is both human and divine - relies upon his 
Father to forgive those who are killing him. 
 
As the nails pierce his hands and feet, Jesus prays: “Father, forgive them they don’t know 
what they are doing.” 
Surely this was true in the immediate context.  Those who crucified Jesus did not grasp 
his true identity as the Son of God.   
 
It is true of us as well.  We make choices without much thought given to the 
consequences, let alone the unintended consequences.  We are clueless.  We do not get 
it.  We do not know what we are doing.  
 
But the good news is this:  God’s grace is greater than all our sin. 
In my humanness, I’d curse my captors, or call upon God to do so, to exact justice on my 
behalf.  Not Jesus.  Jesus prays: “Father, forgive them. They don’t know what they ae 
doing.” 
 
For whom is Jesus praying? 
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“Them” certainly constitutes the Roman centurions who are only doing their job, carrying 
out orders.  “Father, forgive them” surely includes those who were complicit in his 
miscarriage of justice; it includes the crowds who shouted, “Crucify him!”, the Roman and 
Jewish authorities, Judas his beloved betrayer, and the rest of the disciples who 
abandoned him. 
 
“Father, forgive them” most certainly applies to you and me as well.  While not physically 
present, our own failures and frailties, our sins were nailed to the cross with Jesus. 
 
Can we pray with Jesus, “Father, forgive us…we do not know what we are doing.” 
Given our human, albeit, sinful condition, I think it safe to say that there is someone in 
each of our lives that needs forgiving.  If only ourselves!  Think for a moment about that 
person…the one who has hurt you.   
Whether the harm inflicted was innocent or intentional, minor or major, it is a real wound 
that we carry. 
How shall we go forward when we carry this weight like a heavy backpack that will not be 
set aside?  
How do we forgive? 
 
If anyone offers a “four-step formula for forgiveness”, don’t buy it.  I wish it were that 
simple, but it is not!  Trust me, I know from personal experience.  And I’ve read a lot of 
books - these, just this week - in hopes that I could find such a formula.  
 
The truth of it is, it is a process.  It takes time and no one can tell you how much time.  
Rather like grieving, forgiving takes as long as it takes.  The important question is this: Do 
you want to forgive?  “You may want to forgive but feel incapable of doing so.  You want 
to let go of resentment, but you may honestly feel unable to.  That desire – that wanting 
to forgive is a good start, because true forgiveness is a gift from God, a grace.  “..even if 
you don’t have the desire to forgive, if the you desire the desire to forgive, that’s enough.  
God can work with that.”   
“So you think, “Well, I can’t do it.”  “You’re right.  You can’t.  But God can.”  (p 25-26, 
James Martin, Seven Last Words) 
 
Perhaps this is the good news: That Jesus himself - who forgave many during his ministry 
- yet in those agonizing moments on the cross, Jesus calls upon his Heavenly Father for 
help forgiving.  
“Father, forgive them…they do not know what they are doing.” 
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Anne Lamott says, “to withhold forgiveness is like swallowing battery acid and then 
wondering why the other person doesn’t die.”  When we forgive, two people are set free 
- the forgiver and the forgiven!  
 
On the cross, Jesus’ thoughts are first and foremost for you and for me.  On his lips? A 
request for God the Father to forgive us.  Jesus knows the heart of the Father is the heart 
of a forgiver. 
 
No doubt Jesus was familiar with the Psalm read for us this morning which recounts God’s 
relentless resolve to heal the hurts of the world: 
2Praise the LORD, my soul, and forget not all his benefits— 
3who forgives all your sins and heals all your diseases, 
4who redeems your life from the pit and crowns you with love and compassion… 
 
This is what God the Father does: forgive, heal, redeem!  These are synonymous with the 
character of God.  God’s greatest desire is to bring healing to our broken relationships—
with Him and with one another, and yes, even among nations. 
 
The Psalmist expresses confidence in God who…  
8…is compassionate and gracious, slow to anger, abounding in love.   
9He will not always accuse, nor will he harbor his anger forever;  
10he does not treat us as our sins deserve or repay us according to our iniquities.  11For as 
high as the heavens are above the earth, so great is his love for those who fear him; 12as 
far as the east is from the west, so far has he removed our transgressions from us. 
13As a father has compassion on his children, so the LORD has compassion on those who 
fear him; 14for he knows how we are formed, he remembers that we are dust. 
God is in the business of forgiveness.  This is what God does, this is who God is. 
Jesus taught us to pray: “Forgive us our sins, as we forgive those who sin against us.”   
 
“What Jesus is saying is that the pride which keeps us from forgiving, is the same pride 
which keeps us from accepting forgiveness, and will God please help us do something 
about it. 
When somebody   you’ve wronged forgives you, you are spared the dull and self-
diminishing throb of a guilty conscience. 
When you forgive somebody who has wronged you, you are spared the dismal corrosion 
of bitterness and wounded pride. 
For both parties, forgiveness means the freedom again to be at peace inside their own 
skins, and to be glad in one another’s presence.” (p. 29, Wishful Thinking, Frederick 
Buechner) 
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Father, forgive us, for we do not know what we are doing. 
 
PRAY 
 
This prayer was written by a Resonate missionary in Ukraine, Rev. George de Vuyst. 
**NOTE THIS HAS BEEN UPDATED TO REFLECT THAT RUSSIA STARTED A FULL-SCALE 
INVASION** 
Heavenly Father, we come to you with heavy hearts as we see war in Ukraine.  We pray 
that you would be merciful on the people of Ukraine and Russia and end this war.  Grant 
wisdom to world leaders to effectively stop evil.  Allow for the truth to be known, for lies 
to be shown for what they are, and for evil doers to be thwarted. 
Lord, we pray for those who have lost loved ones, homes, and livelihoods.  Comfort and 
provide for the needs of those who have been displaced and seek refuge.  Lord, we ask 
for mercy, and we seek justice.  We pray that you would be at worked in both. 
 
We pray for the day when all wars will cease and when your peaceful reign will come fully.  
But in the meantime, we pray that you would use us to facilitate the coming of your 
kingdom here and now.  Help us to take action to bring peace, to care for the victims of 
war, and to work for justice.  Help us to live according to the principles of your Kingdom 
today, and to remain faithful until your Kingdom comes fully at your return.  Grant 
courage to your church in Russia, in Ukraine, and here to speak truth to power and to 
prophetically proclaim the truths of your Kingdom as well as the day of grace that still 
remains for those who repent. 
 
Lord, we pray for Vladimir Putin.  We pray that you would change his heart and work your 
miracle of salvation in his life.  If he continues in his wicked ways, we pray that you would 
restrain his evil and have mercy on those who suffer because of it. 
 
In all these things, we trust you, because you are our loving Father.  We ask that you 
would keep us faithful by the power of your Spirit and that you would be with your church 
in Ukraine – that in times of war it would faithfully follow you and represent you before 
the nations.  Heal the wounds, we pray, both physical and the wounds of the heart.  
Reconcile the nations with you and with each other by the power of the cross of our 
reigning Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ, in whose name we pray.  Amen. 


