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This passage is part of what is called “The Upper Room Discourse” or the 

collection of Jesus’ last teachings, just before his arrest, trial, execution and 

resurrection.  The disciples are “troubled” for several reasons:  Jesus has 

warned that one of them will betray him,  that all of them will deny him, and 

previously he has predicted his own death (and resurrection!)   And, while 

they tried to keep Jesus from going to Jerusalem, where his most vocal 

enemies were, Jesus insisted on being in Jerusalem for Passover.  Now Jesus 

starts talking about leaving them! 

Clearly, there were many things troubling the hearts and minds of the 

disciples. It is into this context that Jesus speaks these words of comfort and 

assurance.   

READ John 14:1-14 

PRAY. 

How many of you are interested in Heaven?  I am. I want to go there, but 

not anytime soon! 

When I was growing up our family did lots of camping in state and national 

parks. One of my favorite memories was going to the ranger-led campfire 

programs.  Often there were films about the park features, about natural 

science or geology of the area. But one of the things I loved the most was 

singing around the campfire. That’s where I learned this deeply theological 

song: 

O you can’t get to heaven, in a Chevrolet, ‘cuz a Chevrolet…don’t know the 

way….(repeat) 

O you can’t get to heaven, in a Lincoln Town car…cuz a Lincoln town 

car…can’t go that far… 

I ain’t a gonna grieve my Lord no more…. 

Nor will I grieve you any more by continuing this song!  You get the idea! No 

matter what kind of vehicle one drives, it will never arrive at a heavenly 

destination. 



Jesus is trying to prepare his disciples for what is coming…for his death and 

his resurrection.  They must be disheartened, indeed, to be told of betrayal, 

denial, and the suffering and separation that lies ahead! All of this is 

troubling news, so Jesus is offering the disciples some hope. 

First, Jesus encourages the disciples to trust in Him, and to trust in the 

Living God, his Father.  They have learned that even their best buddies, 

even Judas…even Peter will prove untrustworthy. Jesus alone is totally 

trustworthy. 

We want to and need to learn to trust one another as sisters and brothers in 

Christ.  Trustworthiness is an important quality in our common life as 

believers.  But the hard truth of it is, that we are all –without exception—

sinners in need of God’s grace.  Our trust will be tested, and there are times 

when we will fail that test.   

When trust is violated, we must—with God’s help-- forgive one another, be 

reconciled, and rebuild trust.  This is critical in Christian community.  And we 

will see it played out in the lives of these disciples, as Peter will deny Jesus 

three times. But more significant than that, Peter will also be forgiven,  

restored to the fellowship, and yes, even given leadership in the life of the 

early church.  This is the work of the Holy Spirit among us! 

Jesus encourages disciples to trust in him, and in His Father.  

“Believe in and trust God; believe in and trust me too.  Take your eyes off 

yourselves for a minute, off even closest colleagues, and know your 

fallibility, exemplified in the weakest parts of your own hearts…My Father is 

here, alive and well; He is trustworthy and I am here too. You always can 

trust me!” Focus on me!! (F.D. Bruner, p. 810) 

The antidote to a troubled heart?  A trusting relationship with God the 

Father, and the Son who can feed the hungry, who can calm the waters, who 

is with us in the midst of life’s storms. 

At this time, Jesus invites the disciples to a deeper trust, and desires to offer 

them reassurance.  Their separation will only be temporary.  Why? Because 

he is going to prepare a place for them (and us) and he will return and take 

them/us there, to be with him. 

Jesus does not use the word “heaven” but rather he describes a place as one 

with numerous rooms.  The KJV says “mansions” which is somewhat 

misleading as the Greek word refers to a place where one “remains or 

abides”—an ordinary home.   



However, this place has two distinctive features:  First, there is always room 

for one more, and the second distinctive feature is the ONE who dwells there 

with us—Jesus! What we call “heaven”, Jesus calls “where I am”.  

No fewer than 9 times in Greek, and seven times in English within two 

verses--does Jesus impress on us that heaven is the real presence of Jesus 

Christ himself with his people!  (Remember what I’ve said about repetition in 

the Bible? Pay attention! Anything that is repeated is important!) 

It was probably Rob’s and my second date—early on in our relationship, he 

brought up the subject of honeymoons.  He went on and on about various 

destinations: the Caribbean, Mexico, Hawaii, etc., going on and on about the 

ideal place to go on one’s honeymoon.   

I just listened.  Then he asked me what I thought.  

I replied: “It’s not as important to me where I go, as who I’m with!” 

(He said he’d never thought of it that way before!) 

Jesus goes to prepare a place for us and promises to return and take us 

there himself!  

V. 4-6 

Jesus says “You know the way to where I am going.” 

Thomas (you’ve got to love Thomas!) says to him,  

“Lord, we don’t have the foggiest idea where you are going. So how can we 

know the way there?”   

Thomas gives voice to the question that must be on the minds of all the 

disciples.  “Yes, we know you are going to the Father’s house, but where is 

that?  If we don’t know your destination, how can we know our itinerary? We 

want to stick with you, but you’re leaving…” (F.D. Bruner p. 812) 

In essence, Thomas is saying: “I’ve got a Global Positioning System but I 

need an address to program into it.  Then I’ll be able to get there!” 

Jesus response, “I am the Way, the Truth, and the Life.  No one comes to 

the Father except through me.” 

Jesus is the Way…the way to God, the way to understand Truth, the way to 

real-honest-to-goodness-Life, now and forever.  Jesus is the means to the 

goal, and the goal itself. Jesus is both the path and the destination. 



Jesus is Truth-with-skin-on.  That is why when Phillip says “Show us the 

Father”, Jesus replies that if the disciples have seen him, they have seen 

the Father. Jesus is God with Skin on…the Word become flesh, the mystery 

of the Incarnation. 

I was flying home to Seattle from Chicago, where I’d been participating in a 

denominational meeting.  I was really tired and had actually prayed that I 

would not be seated by a talkative traveler.  No such luck. I was in the 

window seat. The fellow in the middle seat was a Microsoft contractor from 

Redmond, WA, returning from a business trip to Montreal.  No sooner had he 

buckled his seat belt, than he pulled out a very thick paperback book the 

with title: The Concept of Truth in Socrates. 

I was doomed.  He asked about me. When I told him I was a pastor, he said 

to me: “So you’ve read the Bible?  What about…”  and then he proceeded to 

ask me questions, lots of questions.  He was familiar with some of the 

parables, so he started there. Clearly he was a seeker.  

I asked him questions too…”what did Socrates know about truth?”  (He told 

me he was only a quarter of the way through the book!)  I told him:   

“I know someone who claims to Be the truth.  His name is Jesus.” 

Jesus is the TRUTH.  Jesus is not an “alternative fact”.  Jesus is the 

embodiment of the truth, the genuine article, the real thing.  The founder of 

every other religion that you could name, is in a grave somewhere. Dead 

and gone. Jesus Christ is alive and well. 

On Monday of this week (3/20/17) a restoration team announced the 

completion of a historic renovation of one of Christianity's holiest sites — the 
shrine that, according to tradition, houses the tomb of Jesus. 

The ornate shrine,… sits in the center of Jerusalem's Church of the Holy 

Sepulcher, one of the world's oldest churches, a 12th century building sitting 

on fourth century remains in Jerusalem's Old City.  Built around the original 
cave, now… visitors can kneel before a marble niche that covers what is 

believed to be the bench where Jesus' lifeless body was placed. 

{http://www.npr.org/sections/parallels/2017/03/20/520846214/tomb-of-jesus-is-restored-in-
jerusalem } 

I have visited quite a few cemeteries, even some burial places of famous 

people.  What is unique about this one in Jerusalem, is that it is empty!  No 

bodily remains! Jesus is not there!  Only Jesus can claim to be the LIFE, 

because he is a risen, living Lord!  

http://www.npr.org/sections/parallels/2017/03/20/520846214/tomb-of-jesus-is-restored-in-jerusalem
http://www.npr.org/sections/parallels/2017/03/20/520846214/tomb-of-jesus-is-restored-in-jerusalem


What does this passage have to do with our Lenten theme of “following in 

Jesus’ footsteps”?   If we want to get to Heaven, we need Jesus.   

Jesus is our GPS…our Grace Positioning System, if you will.   

 

It works like this: 

A—Admit you are a sinner.  That’s hard.  No one likes to talk about 

sin…about failure…about falling short of the goal.  I have a friend named 

Gary, whom I’ve known for a long time.  He is so predictable.  Every time I 

ask him: 

How are you, Gary? 

He always, always replies:  “Nearly perfect!”    

Now, I also know Gary’s wife and kids, so in checking with them…! I’m 

kidding!   

The truth of it is, that most of us are pretty good, nearly perfect people.  But 

being pretty good, and nearly perfect isn’t going to cut it!   

Only Jesus—who was perfect—has made it to heaven and back!  That’s why 

Jesus is the WAY, the Truth and the LIFE. 

 

It is ours to admit that we are sinners, far from perfect, and in need of God’s 

gift of Grace.  We can do nothing to deserve it or earn it.  God’s love is a 

pure gift of Grace. 

According to Ephesians 2:1-9 

As for you, you were dead in your transgressions and sins, 2 in which you 

used to live when you followed the ways of this world and of the ruler of the 

kingdom of the air, the spirit who is now at work in those who are 

disobedient. 3 All of us also lived among them at one time, gratifying the 

cravings of our flesh[a] and following its desires and thoughts. Like the rest, 

we were by nature deserving of wrath. 4 But because of his great love 

for us, God, who is rich in mercy, 5 made us alive with Christ even 

when we were dead in transgressions—it is by grace you have been 

saved. 6 And God raised us up with Christ and seated us with him in 

the heavenly realms in Christ Jesus, 7 in order that in the coming 

ages he might show the incomparable riches of his grace, expressed 

in his kindness to us in Christ Jesus. 8 For it is by grace you have 

been saved, through faith—and this is not from yourselves, it is the 

gift of God— 9 not by works, so that no one can boast.  

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=ephesians+2&version=NIV#fen-NIV-29233a


 

B—Believe in Christ as your personal Savior.  Most of you know John 

3:16. 

“God so loved the world—you and me—that he gave his one and only Son, 

that whosoever believes in Him, shall not perish but have eternal life.” 

Jesus invites us to trust Him with our lives, and to follow in his footsteps. 

Christ alone can lead us into the presence of the Living God and confer on us 

Life eternal, now and forever! 

C—CONFESS Jesus Christ as the Lord of your life.   

If we respond to Jesus’ invitation and invite him into our lives, we must take 

one more step—we must tell others.  Being a Christian does not mean being 

part of a secret society.  Quite the contrary.  Being a Christian involves 

going public! Telling others about this new relationship that is in your life. 

Imagine getting engaged to the love of your life, and trying to keep it secret!  

That would be pretty tough.  When you’re in love, you want to share that 

with everyone! 

Jesus loves us so, and when we reciprocate –when we receive and return 

that amazing love, we will want to tell others.  

Jesus said, “Whoever acknowledges me before people, I will also 

acknowledge before my Father in heaven.” (Matthew 10:32) 

Are you with Jesus or not? 

It was Jimmy’s eighth birthday.  His father, Ron told him he could invite six 
friends to join them at a carnival to celebrate.  When they arrived at the 

carnival, Ron purchased a whole roll of tickets.  

 
At each carnival ride, the kids would line up and Ron would pull off seven 

tickets and hand them out as the kids went through the gate. 
When they got to the Ferris wheel, he was counting them out, six, seven, 

and all of a sudden there was an eighth kid in line, with his hand out. 
 

Ron said, "Who are you?" 
The kid said, "I'm Johnny." 

Ron said, "Who are you, Johnny?" 
Johnny said, "I'm your son's new friend. And he said you would give me a 

ticket." 
 

Do you think Ron gave him a ticket? Absolutely. 



 

If we are friends with Jesus—if he’s our Lord and Savior—we’re sure to get 
in! Why? Because Jesus has paid the way, and Jesus is the Way, the Truth 

and the Life! 
Modified by LMC, originally told by Rick Warren, "What Difference Does Easter Make?" Leadershipjournal.net (4-10-
06) 

 

Following Jesus involves initially, these three steps: 

 

A--Admit that we are sinners in need of God’s grace 

B—Believe that Christ died for our sins and trust him as our Savior and Lord. 

C—Confess this belief, tell others…and  

Follow in the footsteps of Jesus who is the Way the Truth and the Life. 

Thanks be to God! 

Let us pray. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


