
 

Matthew 4:18-22 

18 As Jesus was walking beside the Sea of Galilee, he saw two brothers, 

Simon called Peter and his brother Andrew. They were casting a net into the 

lake, for they were fishermen. 19 “Come, follow me,” Jesus said, “and I will 

send you out to fish for people.” 20 At once they left their nets and followed 

him. 

 

21 Going on from there, he saw two other brothers, James son of Zebedee 

and his brother John. They were in a boat with their father Zebedee, 

preparing their nets. Jesus called them, 22 and immediately they left the boat 

and their father and followed him. 

 

Matthew 9:9-13 

9 As Jesus went on from there, he saw a man named Matthew sitting at the 

tax collector’s booth. “Follow me,” he told him, and Matthew got up and 

followed him. 

 

10 While Jesus was having dinner at Matthew’s house, many tax collectors 

and sinners came and ate with him and his disciples. 11 When the Pharisees 

saw this, they asked his disciples, “Why does your teacher eat with tax 

collectors and sinners?” 

 

12 On hearing this, Jesus said, “It is not the healthy who need a doctor, but 

the sick. 13 But go and learn what this means: ‘I desire mercy, not 

sacrifice.’[a] For I have not come to call the righteous, but sinners.” 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=matthew+9&version=NIV#fen-NIV-23393a
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INTRODUCTION 

With our Ash Wednesday service earlier this week, we began the season of 

Lent—the 6 weeks of reflection, preceding Easter. 

Our focus for this Lenten Season is found in I Peter 2:21-- 

 “To this you were called, because Christ suffered for you, leaving you an 

example, that you should follow in his steps.” 

Together we shall be exploring the meaning of “following in Jesus’ 

footsteps”.  

  

How many of you enjoy going for walks?  It is a good, relatively easy form of 

exercise.  But more than that, walking is a biblical metaphor for a way of life 

exemplified by walking in God’s ways (in the OT) and “following in Jesus’ 

footsteps” (in the NT). 

That brings us to the scriptures for today.   

(Read aloud:  Matthew 4:18-22, 9:9-13) (Pray.) 

 

“Follow me.” 

Two compelling words, spoken by Jesus to ordinary people in the midst of 

their everyday, ordinary lives. Their response and what happened as a result 

turned the world upside-down. (see Acts 17:6 NRSV) 

Jesus is walking along the seashore when he encounters fishermen, brothers 

Peter and Andrew, later James and John the Zebedee brothers.   

Peter and Andrew are casting nets when Jesus calls out “Come, follow me 

…and I will make you fishers of men” (4:19).  Somewhat surprisingly they 

“left their nets immediately” (v.20) and followed him.  The expression “left 

their nets” implies that they are leaving everything behind, including 

livelihood and home.  Later Peter will say emphatically to Jesus: “We have 

left everything to follow you!” (19:27).   



A bit farther down the beach, Jesus sees two more brothers, James and 

John, mending nets by their boat. These nets are different than the ones 

Peter and Andrew were using, as they were lowered from a boat at night. 

From the description, theirs is a family commercial fishing business owned 

and operated by their father.  Again, in the middle of their everyday, 

ordinary lives these two brothers respond immediately to Jesus’ invitation to 

follow him.  They also leave everything behind: work, security, family.   

Is this a chance encounter with Jesus? What is the backstory? 

John’s gospel gives a few more details: It is likely that these four had some 

prior knowledge of and experience with Jesus.  Andrew was one of two 

disciples of John the Baptist who began to follow Jesus, and he brought his 

brother Peter along as well (John 1:35-42). Peter, Andrew, and John were 

likely among those who accompanied Jesus to the wedding in Cana where he 

performed his first miracle of changing water into wine. 

By the time of these reported incidents in Matthew’s Gospel, these men had 

had considerable exposure to Jesus’ teaching and ministry. What happens 

here is pivotal:  Now—at this moment—Jesus issues an invitation to follow 

him.   

In rabbinic speech, “Follow me” meant, “become my students, be 

apprenticed to me, join my school, live with me”.  Students lived with their 

rabbis; they did not merely hear their lectures.  Discipleship was study-in-

residence; it was a live-in arrangement. (F.D. Bruner, pl 126)  The difference 

in this instance is that usually a student would approach the rabbi with their 

request to study under them.  Here, Jesus, the rabbi, does the asking.  

Jesus takes the initiative. Jesus does the inviting. 

“Follow me” is not an invitation to follow rules and regulations.  It is NOT an 

invitation to believe in a list of doctrinal truths, no.  Rather “follow me” is an 

invitation into a personal relationship with Jesus himself! 

To what are these men invited? Not to an experience of personal salvation, 

but to a school of discipleship, a season of learning from Jesus himself.  

“Follow me”. Jesus calls them and us to an ongoing action in the present—a 

way of life, relating to and walking with him! As a present tense imperative, 

“follow” stresses continuity and means “live a life following me”. (FD Bruner 

p. 127) 

Jesus’ promise is that they will, henceforth, catch people.  What does that 

mean? Obviously they are leaving the fishing business, in exchange for 

impacting people. To live a “catching” life is to follow Jesus in such a way 

that our lives imitate His, and in so doing, others are attracted to or 

influenced to follow Jesus as well. To be “catching” is to live a life in which 

our love for Jesus is contagious. 



A short way down the beach, this episode is essentially repeated with the 

Zebedee brothers. Jesus also invites them to follow him.  Anytime in the 

Bible where there is repetition, we should pay attention.  Repetition is there 

for the purpose of emphasis.  Such “Hebrew parallelism” is the bible’s way of 

underlining or drawing attention to what is said.   

James and John also respond to Jesus call by leaving their nets, their 

livelihood, and in this instance, the family business, and their father.  Family 

is important, however call of discipleship takes priority, yes, even over 

family. 

A short time later, Jesus encounters Matthew, (aka; Levi), the tax collector.  

As such, he worked for the Romans, the occupying forces. This job usually 

went to the highest bidder and anyone in this role is despised for 

collaborating with the oppressors. In addition to collecting taxes, he could 

collect some for himself.  This was a lucrative position, one which he 

abandons to follow Jesus. Matthew is considered a moral untouchable, a 

sinner par excellence. Yet Jesus recruits him! 

I think this is good news! Jesus wants, even invites, those whom the “good” 

upstanding religious people—the Pharisees--might find questionable or in 

some way ineligible for discipleship.  Jesus sees Matthew’s potential.  When 

you add in the other seven who were eventually among the original twelve 

disciples, they were quite a diverse collection of individuals—from different 

vocational, economic and yes, even political backgrounds.  Yet, they became 

one in Christ, and together—empowered by the Holy Spirit—they turned the 

world upside-down! 

But before they could do any of that, each one of them had to respond to 

Jesus’ initial invitation: “Follow me.” 

One scholar (Joseph Stowell) made an interesting observation when he 

pointed out that Followers of Jesus are net-less.  This does not mean they 

could not log on to the Internet.  Not that “net”.   

No, Peter and Andrew, James and John had to let go of their nets in order to 

follow Jesus.  As long as they hung on to their nets, they were going 

nowhere with Jesus. 

What “net” are you holding on to? 

A “net” is anything in your life or mine that inhibits or prevents us from 

committing ourselves whole-heartedly following Jesus. 

We keep holding on to it…perhaps it is something material…a car, a house, a 

career, a retirement account, or…you name it.   



Or for some, it might be a person or a relationship—but one that is not 

entirely healthy—someone for whom you carry resentment, or bitterness 

which colors your relationship. 

Perhaps you are holding onto the “net” of your plans for your life…a career 

goal, hope for marriage, for children/grandchildren, a dream of retirement, 

or  you fill in the blank….. 

Did it ever occur to you that God might have a better plan in mind for you? 

What is the “net” that you are holding on to or that has a hold on 

you? 

“Nets” are neither good nor bad, they are neutral.  The problem arises when 

we use our “nets” as an excuse for not responding wholeheartedly to the call 

of Christ on our lives. 

There is something unique about Jesus’ persona, his authority, his 

compelling personality. There is a sense of urgency. One cannot remain 

neutral, one must make a decision. 

In NT Greek, there are two words for time: Chronos, from which we derive 

the word chronology, meaning sequential time/calendar time. The other is 

Kairos, meaning an event—a happening—an opportune moment.   

 

This invitation of Jesus to these men is a Kairos moment. In a similar way, it 

is for us as well…What are we –what are you—waiting for? 

Jesus is calling you to follow him—to give him priority in your life, to follow 

him wholeheartedly. 

Erwin McManus, in his book Divine Appointments, describes the Christian life 

as an adventure, an exciting journey with Jesus.  However, he says that 

many of us are content to sit on the sidelines, not every fully engaging in 

this journey or with Jesus.  

If you think about it, the words “follow” or “journey” imply movement. Going 

somewhere, not sitting still on the sidelines, while others parade on by! 

The challenge for you and me today is this: 

What deliberate step—meaning what specific action—will I take toward 

following Jesus?  

Is there something I must “let go of” in order to fully follow him?  

What must I do to get on my feet and join Jesus in this journey? 

In the Disney Pixar movie, The Incredibles, Bob Parr the protagonist arrives 

home one ordinary day after work.  As a middle-aged suburban husband and 



father, his life is predictably routine. After parking the car in his driveway, he 

notices a neighbor boy staring at him.   

Bob says to him, with obvious irritation:  “What are you waiting for?” 

The boy replies:  “Something amazing!” 

Bob agrees wistfully: “Me too, kid, me too.” 

Friends—the amazing is here and now. Ready and waiting. Jesus extends 

this invitation to each one of us: “Follow me!” 

This is the most amazing invitation you will ever receive. 

How will you respond? 

This is a Kairos moment! 

Of this I can assure you:  whatever nets you let go of, will pale in 

comparison to the amazing journey of following Jesus! 

Let us pray: 

Lord we so often are content to live on the sidelines, and watch others 

engage with Jesus.  But this is personal.  This invitation is individual. Lord 

help us release our grip on whatever “nets” may be holding us back from 

letting go and following Jesus with all our hearts. 

We pray in Jesus’ name, Amen! 

 

 


