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Glimpses of Glory:                                           Rev. Lynell M. Caudillo 
From the Mountain to the Valley                            Transfiguration Sunday 
Luke 9:28-43b                                                   February 27, 2022 
 
Introduction: 
During recent Sundays, we have been in the season of Epiphany.  During this season 
we have seen glimpses of Jesus’ glory and hints of the holy - in Jesus’ baptism, a 
dove descending, a voice from heaven.  We saw the fishing nets bursting with an 
abundant, miraculous catch.  Today we see Jesus’ unveiled glory, as we join him on 
the mountain top.  
 
This is Transfiguration Sunday, a day in the liturgical calendar of the church where 
the focus is on this event which is recorded in the first three gospels, Matthew, 
Mark and Luke.  This event is significant for a number of reasons, one being that 
from this mountain top experience, Jesus goes down into the valley, “setting his 
face” toward Jerusalem.  Specifically, toward the cross, toward the culmination of 
his ministry. 
 
28About eight days after Jesus said this, he took Peter, John and James with him and 
went up onto a mountain to pray.  29As he was praying, the appearance of his face 
changed, and his clothes became as bright as a flash of lightning.  30Two men, Moses 
and Elijah, appeared in glorious splendor, talking with Jesus.  31They spoke about 
his departure, which he was about to bring to fulfillment at Jerusalem.  32Peter and 
his companions were very sleepy, but when they became fully awake, they saw his 
glory and the two men standing with him.  33As the men were leaving Jesus, Peter 
said to him, “Master, it is good for us to be here.  Let us put up three shelters - one 
for you, one for Moses and one for Elijah.” (He did not know what he was saying.) 
34 While he was speaking, a cloud appeared and covered them, and they were afraid 
as they entered the cloud.  35A voice came from the cloud, saying, “This is my Son, 
whom I have chosen; listen to him.”  36When the voice had spoken, they found that 
Jesus was alone.  The disciples kept this to themselves and did not tell anyone at 
that time what they had seen. 
37The next day, when they came down from the mountain, a large crowd met him.  
38A man in the crowd called out, “Teacher, I beg you to look at my son, for he is my 
only child.  39A spirit seizes him and he suddenly screams; it throws him into 
convulsions so that he foams at the mouth.  It scarcely ever leaves him and is 
destroying him.  40I begged your disciples to drive it out, but they could not.” 
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41“You unbelieving and perverse generation,” Jesus replied, “how long shall I stay 
with you and put up with you?  Bring your son here.” 
42Even while the boy was coming, the demon threw him to the ground in a 
convulsion.  But Jesus rebuked the impure spirit, healed the boy and gave him back 
to his father.  43And they were all amazed at the greatness of God. 
 
PRAY 
 
During high school, I had a friend named Stella, who was smart and popular and 
funny.  She was also a person who was seriously grappling with what it meant to 
be a person of faith.  At the time, she gave me a paperback book titled: “Good Ol’ 
Plastic Jesus”.  I was offended by the title.  Then I read the book!  The premise of 
which was quite the opposite!  Rather than thinking of Jesus as a plastic hood 
ornament, it advocated a relationship with Jesus as a living person - a relationship 
that can make a difference in our lives. 
 
At this point in Luke’s narrative, Jesus’ ministry is well underway, his popularity 
greater than ever.  Jesus invites his inner circle - Peter, James and John - to go with 
him on a prayer retreat, up to a mountain top.  As Jesus is praying (v.30) two figures 
appear.  Moses and Elijah - the recipient of the Law, and perhaps the greatest of all 
the prophets - appear and converse with Jesus.   
 
What is the content of their conversation?  Jesus’ “…departure, which he would 
bring to fulfillment in Jerusalem” (v.31)  They are talking about Jesus’ own personal 
“exodus”—a journey from this fleshly life through death/cross, to eternal 
resurrection life. 
 
Just as Moses lead the people from slavery in Egypt to freedom in the Promised 
Land, the journey that Jesus will undertake will liberate us from sin and deliver us 
into Heaven, our own Promised Land.  This will constitute both Jesus’ “departure” 
and “the fulfillment” of God’s plan. 
  
Luke says: “… the appearance of [Jesus’] face changed, and his clothes became as 
bright as a flash of lightning.”  Two men, Moses and Elijah, appeared in glorious 
splendor, talking with Jesus.…Peter and his companions “saw his glory” (v.32) 
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“Glory”…”bright as a flash of lightening”, “glorious splendor”…this is the best Luke 
could do.  What is “glory”? 
 
First, glory is about pure, cleansing light.  The development of lasers has 
introduced a very effective tool for archeologists and archivists to clean ancient 
artifacts and parchments.  Centuries of grime and smudges can be removed 
without harming the integrity of the artifact itself, rendering them in nearly new 
condition.  
 
Our lives are marred and smudged with sin.  Even though we are forgiven there is 
a residue that clings to us in our human condition.  In heaven – in the laser-like-
light of Christ’s actual presence – all of that will be totally stripped away.  We shall 
be pristine in God’s presence!  This is not our own doing, but the work of Christ’s 
redeeming love. 
 
Next, Glory is about honor.  Moses and Elijah are honored, having completed lives 
of faithful service in response to God’s call.  These moments with Jesus, their 
conversation with him, are intended to strengthen Jesus for the time when he goes 
from the mountain back to the valley of reality.  The challenges of ministry, and the 
suffering of humanity and of the cross lie ahead.  Honor awaits those who 
persevere and are faithful to the tasks of discipleship.  We honor Olympic athletes, 
whether they medal or not, because they have persevered in training and 
performance of their sport. 
 
Glory also is about fulfillment.  Verse 31 mentions “fulfillment” as one of topics 
discussed by Jesus, Moses, and Elijah.  For Jesus, this is a reference to the cross, 
and culmination of his earthly journey: to suffer, die and rise again for the 
redemption of humankind.  It will not be an easy journey.   
 
So too, for Jesus’ disciples, then and now. Following Jesus is hard.  If taken seriously, 
discipleship is challenging.  It is costly.  Humanly, it is tempting to want to fast-
forward through the difficulties, the plain ol’ hard work and sacrifice, to get to the 
good stuff.  But we know that graduation comes at the completion of a course of 
study, not in the middle! 
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The experience of the transfiguration functions as a prequel to Christ’s heavenly 
glory, and ours!  It is intended to encourage Christ and us to persevere on the 
journey ahead, for at its completion we shall experience glory! 
 
How are Peter, James and John handling this mountain top experience??  Do you 
ever get sleepy when you planned to pray?  You’re not alone!  Sleepy at first, the 
disciples become wide awake when observing this threesome and the grandeur of 
God’s glory.  They want to preserve this moment!  Peter impulsively offers to “build 
three shelters or booths” in an attempt to sustain or hold onto this “mountain 
top/peak” experience.   
 
Remember “good ol’ plastic Jesus”?  I recently discovered that -for a price-one can 
purchase a plastic Jesus bobblehead - for your very own.  Ads for which, promise 
he will “guide you through the valley of gridlock”. 
 
It gets better…or worse.  Dashboard Jesus has his own song, with the following 
lyrics: 
“I don’t care if it rains or freezes, 
 ‘long as I have my plastic Jesus 
Sitting on the dashboard of my car. 
Comes in colors pink and pleasant. 
Glows in the dark cuz he’s iridescent. 
Take him with me when I travel far, 
Dashboard Jesus with me in my car…!” 
 
Perhaps like Peter’s offer to build a shelter for the glorious threesome, the 
dashboard Jesus is a misguided attempt to domesticate Jesus, to keep Jesus under 
control, because if taken seriously, Jesus could be dangerous.  
 
In reality, no matter how wonderful the transfiguration might be, it is transitory in 
nature.  Time cannot and will not stand still.  No matter our desire to hold on to a 
moment, no matter how we would want to enshrine it, or capture it for all time, 
life does not work that way.  Be they “peak” experiences in life, or in our spiritual 
experience, they cannot be frozen in time.   
 
In that moment, fog and darkness descend upon the mountain.  God speaks from 
the cloud and declares: “This is my son, the one whom I have chosen. Listen to him.” 
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In other words, it is not about the experience but about the person.  Do not 
emphasize the transitory experience, follow the person!  
 
On our first date (remember that!), my now husband Rob, initiated a conversation 
about honeymoons, describing exotic places he’d like to go someday with his bride. 
I listened politely.   
 
Then he asked me where I’d like to go on a honeymoon.  He seemed surprised by 
my response: “I’m less concerned about where I go, as the person with whom I 
go!”   That is what God emphasizes here: “Jesus is my Chosen one - listen to him!!” 
 
The disciples “…did not tell anyone at that time, what they had seen.” (v.36) 
 
Like observing a breathtakingly brilliant sunrise or sunset, their experience defied 
description.  Often words are inadequate to describe not only what we see, but 
what we experience as well.  Sometimes silence…or a “holy hush” is the 
appropriate response.  And in that “holy hush” we can better hear Jesus’ voice and 
listen to him. 
 
The next day, Jesus and the three disciples descend to the valley.  Immediately they 
encounter a father who is begging for healing for his epileptic son.  Epilepsy was 
commonly known in the ancient world, and often diseases such as these were 
attributed to evil spirits.  Apparently, the rest of the disciples had been unsuccessful 
in healing the boy.  The father will not be deterred.  
 
Jesus expresses some frustration at the “unbelieving and perverse generation” 
(v.41) while he rebukes the spirit, heals the boy and returns him to his father.  “All 
were amazed at the greatness of God.” (v.43) 
 
Friends, you, and I might indeed, long for “mountain top” experiences of 
transcendence; but the truth of it is, we live in the valley.  Those “peak 
experiences” are indeed precious, but they are fleeting.  
 
The valley is where we live and work, where we carry concerns about inflation and 
the cost of living, where we are hopeful about Covid infections declining but worry 
about new variants. 
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We live in the valley--where we raise our families, carry concerns for our aging 
parents, our children, and grandchildren. 
We live in the valley where loved ones suffer, where homelessness and hunger are 
community realities. 
We live in the valley where violence and threats of violence are present, where 
division is real, and civility is scarce. 
 
BUT, we live in the valley as people of faith with our eyes wide open in prayer, with 
our ears tuned to listen to Jesus, eager to hear and obey. 
 
We live in the valley, not alone but in a community of faith, walking hand in hand 
with each other and with our Glorious Living Lord! 
 
It’s not the peak experience that will sustain us in the valley.  Rather, it is the one 
with whom we walk through the valley, it is He who will sustain us – not the 
“dashboard plastic Jesus” but the genuine, glorified, resurrected, and living Lord 
Jesus, who promises to never leave or forsake us.                   
 
PRAY. 
Lord, we thank you that in every situation, every dark moment, you are active and 
working among us.  Even when things seem at their bleakest, we trust in your 
sovereignty and strength.  In John 16:33 you said, “in this world you will have 
trouble.  But take heart!  I have overcome the world.”  We embrace the fact that 
this world and the troubles we face in it have been overcome.  May all rest in the 
knowledge that you have the power to move in any and every situation. 
 
As we watch war unfold in Ukraine, we ask for your grace and peace to rule in the 
hearts and minds of all involved.  God, we pray fervently for the people of Ukraine.  
They are a resilient people who live in a volatile area of the world that has seen 
frequent war and upheaval.  Yet Jesus walked the earth in a similar part of the 
world, plagued by oppression and a ruthless empire.  Your word promises in Isaiah 
26:3 that, “you keep him in perfect peace whose mind is stayed on you, because 
he trusts in you.”  We ask that the people of Ukraine may be safe, secure, and that 
they would know not only peace of earth but your true and unwavering presence 
and peace.  
 
Source of prayer for Ukraine: 
https://www.crosswalk.com/faith/prayer/a-powerful-prayer-for-the-ukraine.html 

https://www.biblestudytools.com/john/16-33.html
https://www.biblestudytools.com/isaiah/26-3.html
https://www.biblestudytools.com/isaiah/26-3.html

