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Making Peace in a World of Conflict         Rev. Lynell M. Caudillo 
Psalm 85          February 23, 2020 
 
For the director of music.  Of the Sons of Korah.  A psalm. 
1You, LORD, showed favor to your land; you restored the fortunes of Jacob. 
2You forgave the iniquity of your people and covered all their sins. 
3You set aside all your wrath and turned from your fierce anger. 
4Restore us again, God our Savior, and put away your displeasure toward us. 
5Will you be angry with us forever? Will you prolong your anger through all 
generations? 
6Will you not revive us again, that your people may rejoice in you? 
7Show us your unfailing love, LORD, and grant us your salvation. 
8I will listen to what God the LORD says; he promises peace to his people, his faithful 
servants—but let them not turn to folly. 
9Surely his salvation is near those who fear him, that his glory may dwell in our land. 
10Love and faithfulness meet together; righteousness and peace kiss each other.* 
11Faithfulness springs forth from the earth, and righteousness looks down from 
heaven. 
12The LORD will indeed give what is good, and our land will yield its harvest. 
13Righteousness goes before him and prepares the way for his steps. 
 
*10Mercy and truth met together; righteousness and peace have kissed each other.  
(KJV)      
 
PRAY! 
 

Today we conclude our series on Making Peace in a World of Conflict.  You have 
been most responsive to these messages.  I think the messages resonate because, 
sadly, we do live in a world of conflict, and because we know we need help 
navigating relationships and moving toward reconciliation. 
 
A Peanuts comic strip pictures Linus, Lucy and Charlie Brown, gazing ahead, as they 
lean up against a brick wall.  All are looking pensive.  Charlie raises this thought-
provoking question: 
“What do you do with two friends who are having a misunderstanding?” 
Lucy shakes her fist as she replies: 
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“Straighten them out!  Show ‘em where they’ve gone wrong!!  Tell ‘em to shape 
up!!!” 
Charlie asks: “Is that good psychology?” 
Linus explains: “In strict medical terms, it’s called “Butting In”! 
 
I’m not sure if that’s sound medicine, but it can be sound theology!  Jesus calls us 
to be peacemakers.  This kind of “butting in” is challenging work, for obvious 
reasons.   
 
We learned from the Jacob and Esau, that after years of alienation, even these 
brothers could be reconciled.  It was in response to God’s prompting and after a 
powerful experience wrestling with God, that Jacob could see in his brother’s face, 
the very face of God.  Jacob’s vision was transformed so that he no longer saw the 
face of an enemy, but one made in the image of, and beloved by God. 
 
We learned from Jesus, that one of the most valuable gifts we can give another is 
the “present of presence”.  Often words fail, loved ones suffer, but the promise of 
God is to be with us always, and this gift of “being with another”, or “present of 
presence” is a powerful gift.  Not only does it convey compassion, but we bear the 
presence of God to others by simply being there for them.  
 
We learned about the power of active listening in resolving conflict, in Acts chapter 
15.  We observed how the early church dealt with a significant issue that could have 
divided the church, but instead made it stronger. 
 
From Jesus’ own instructions (Matthew 18:15-20, Matt. 5:21-26) we learned that 
conflict and disagreements can create walls that impede not only our relationships 
with one another, but also with God.  Jesus outlines very clear steps we can take to 
reconcile with our sisters and brothers.  This is where “butting in” becomes good 
theology, as well as good medicine to heal broken relationships. 
 
From Paul’s letters, (Ephesians 2:11-22) we learned that Christ’s very death on the 
cross, literally tore down “the dividing wall of hostility”—the curtain in the temple 
that separated the Holy of Holies from the rest of the temple!  This gives 
everyone—men, women, children, Jews, and everyone else—direct access to God.  
In a world where we are divided by literal and figurative walls and barriers of all 
kinds, this is immense good news!  
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We are called to dismantle walls and build bridges.  We have learned that Jesus 
promises to be present: 
whenever we struggle together… 
To determine how to apply God’s word to our lives, 
To determine how to discipline with grace and humility, 
To speak the truth in love, 
To listen to one another with care and intention, 
To live in mutual accountability. 
 
All of these Spirit empowered actions will create in us and among us a community 
of grace. 
 
Reconciliation does not mean to “forgive and forget”, and quickly move on as if the 
rift never happened.  Nor does it mean that we somehow develop selective 
amnesia!  Rather, reconciliation requires that we remember and change. (p. 81, 
Reconcile, JP Lederach) 
 
In fact, the word “repent” means to have a change of mind, or to turn around, to 
do a 180; to be walking in one direction and make a U turn.  This psalm talks about 
returning—both to God and to the land of promise, as the people had spent years 
in Babylon.   
 
Psalm 85, our focus today, is a worship song, sung to recall and celebrate God’s 
faithfulness in returning the people of Israel to their homeland, following their long 
years of exile in Babylon.  Restoration and forgiveness are the prominent themes. 
 
In his work as part of a conciliation team during the 1980s, JP Lederach a trained 
Mennonite layman, experienced the ravages of war and the challenge of 
peacemaking.  His team worked among the Sandanistas, the native leaders, and 
government officials to broker a lasting peace in several Central American 
countries.  It was harrowing work that exposed him to first-hand violence.  Yet, he 
and his team persevered because they believed God was calling them to this work.  
During this process, Psalm 85 was regularly read aloud, followed by prayer, during 
many community gatherings and formal negotiations.   
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Verse 10 is one which seemed to leap off the page.  It is a call for action. Verse 10 
contains the “Mother Lode” – four golden nuggets of meaning and significance in 
the Hebrew--that we might easily miss in the English translation.   
 
Love and faithfulness meet together; righteousness and peace kiss each other. 
(NIV) 
Mercy and truth met together; righteousness and peace have kissed each other. 
(KJV) 
 
These four nuggets are: 
hesed—steadfast love.  Covenant loyalty and faithfulness; mercy is implicit in this 
multi-faceted word. 
‘emet—a strong, mutual bond of commitment; truth is integral to all such 
committed relationships 
zedek—Righteousness—means to be in right relationships.  As we learned from 
Jesus, if we have an issue with another (or they with us), we are to leave our gift at 
the altar and go and be reconciled.  Jesus gave priority to being in right human 
relationships, as these have an impact on our relationship with God!  Hence 
righteousness is the disposition and lifestyle of the people of God.  
shalom—“peace”- prosperity (not necessarily in monetary terms but rather in 
terms of thriving)- welfare or wholeness.  Shalom is “the dynamic, vibrating health 
of a society that pulses with divinely directed purpose and surges with life-
transforming love.” (E. Peterson, p. 152, They Run with Horses) 
 
Besides being saturated with meaning that is not readily apparent in the English 
translations, these four words—these golden nuggets—are expressive of both the 
character and the heart of God.  Furthermore, they are revealed to us in the person 
of Jesus Christ! 
 
The Psalmist uses a literary device known as “personification” in verse 10.  S/he 
assigns these qualities to people, to those who would embody them.  Meeting 
together, kissing one another—these are things that people do! 
Meeting together—evokes an image of two lovers, catching one another’s eyes, 
approaching one another with loving intent and joy! 
Kissing—While at first glance, this appears to be a romantic image, it is more than 
that!  Parents kiss their children, friends and relatives often greet one another with 
a kiss.  Words fail us in explaining the “kiss of Righteousness and Peace”, of zedek 
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and shalom, however if one is engaged in the act of kissing another, one is not 
talking!  No need to explain it! One must experience it!  
 
Implicit in both the actions of meeting together and kissing, is intimacy and 
vulnerability.  It means all pretense is gone.  These actions involve genuine human 
interaction and connection at a deeper than superficial level.  Above all of course, 
these qualities of 
Hesed, emet, zadek, and shalom 
originate in the heart of God. God desires nothing more than sharing these very 
gifts with us, we who are God’s beloved. 
 
Meeting together—Kissing one another—these are things that people do.  In doing 
so, these words become incarnate in us…”personified” in us.   
How do we know love? We experience it in relationship to/with others.   
How do we know truth—mercy—righteousness—peace?  We know these as we 
experience them, in and through human relationships. 
We are going to conclude this series with a brief portrayal of what it might look like, 
if each of these qualities could in fact, be “personified”.   
It is called  “Voices of Reconciliation”. 
 
Pray. 


