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Luke 6:37-49           
37“Do not judge, and you will not be judged.  Do not condemn, and you will not be 
condemned.  Forgive, and you will be forgiven.  38Give, and it will be given to you. 
A good measure, pressed down, shaken together and running over, will be poured 
into your lap.  For with the measure you use, it will be measured to you.” 
39He also told them this parable: “Can the blind lead the blind?  Will they not both 
fall into a pit?  40The student is not above the teacher, but everyone who is fully 
trained will be like their teacher. 
41“Why do you look at the speck of sawdust in your brother’s eye and pay no 
attention to the plank in your own eye?  42How can you say to your brother, 
‘Brother, let me take the speck out of your eye,’ when you yourself fail to see the 
plank in your own eye?  You hypocrite, first take the plank out of your eye, and then 
you will see clearly to remove the speck from your brother’s eye. 
A Tree and Its Fruit 
43“No good tree bears bad fruit, nor does a bad tree bear good fruit.  44Each tree is 
recognized by its own fruit.  People do not pick figs from thornbushes, or grapes 
from briers.  45A good man brings good things out of the good stored up in his heart, 
and an evil man brings evil things out of the evil stored up in his heart.  For the 
mouth speaks what the heart is full of. 
The Wise and Foolish Builders 
46“Why do you call me, ‘Lord, Lord,’ and do not do what I say?  47As for everyone 
who comes to me and hears my words and puts them into practice, I will show you 
what they are like.  48They are like a man building a house, who dug down deep and 
laid the foundation on rock.  When a flood came, the torrent struck that house but 
could not shake it, because it was well built.  49But the one who hears my words 
and does not put them into practice is like a man who built a house on the ground 
without a foundation.  The moment the torrent struck that house, it collapsed and 
its destruction was complete.” 
 
PRAY 
 
Jesus is a master teacher.  He follows up his teaching on loving our enemies with a 
section describing the moral conduct he expects within the family of faith.  In other 
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words, he describes behavior that is consistent with the unconditional, self-
sacrificing agape love we are to have for everyone - friend, frenemy or enemy alike! 
 
He prefaces the three brief parables with four commands, two negative and two 
positives.  Each consists of two parts, an active command, and a passive response.  
This pattern is a Semitic way of avoiding pronouncing the name of God, it means: 
“Do not judge, and God will not judge you.” 
 
This does NOT mean we are not to judge.  Both Jesus (Luke 11:39-52 and Matt. 23) 
and Paul (Galatians 2:11-14) expressed clear and forceful judgements.  Early 
Christianity distinguished between essential and nonessential matters of faith.  The 
former represented those on which believers could not disagree and maintain 
fellowship.  The nonessential matters represented those on which they could differ 
but still maintain fellowship. (Example: Use of music, instruments in worship.) 
 
In other words, “Do not judge” is not a command to refrain from ethical evaluation 
or spiritual discernment, but a warning against fault-finding and a disparaging spirit 
within the faith community (Romans2:1-3). 
 
The second command “Do not condemn” (v.37) suggests a hard-heartedness and 
lack of compassion (Matt 12:7, James 5:6).  The third is positive, “Forgive, and you 
will be forgiven.”  In Greek, the emphasis of the verb is to release or set free.  The 
final command, “Give and it will be given to you” (v.38) utilizes a common form of 
exaggeration, and with some humor as it pictures a person gathering up ones’ cloak 
to receive a quantity of grain that is poured in, packed down, and filled up to 
overflowing!  It portrays an image of generosity beyond expectation!  This is how 
God behaves toward us - and how we are to behave toward one another!  (p.202-
203, Luke, J. Edwards)  
 
V.38 - what measure do I use for others?  Teaspoon vs. Tablespoon, or cup vs. quart, 
etc.  God’s grace is immeasurable!!  The measure I use for others, shall be used for 
me! 
 
“Do not judge or condemn; Forgive and it will be given to you.” 
“With the measure you use, it will be measured to you.” 
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These speak to the generosity of God’s love and grace toward us, and the 
expectation that we as God’s children will demonstrate this same generous love 
and grace toward one another! 
 
Jesus concludes his “sermon on the plain” with three brief parables which 
demonstrate that Jesus’ teaching is to be taken seriously. 
The first one deals with sight or vision.  How’s yours?? 
Can the blind lead the blind, safely?  The implication is that this is not advisable. 
 
Recently a television commercial advertising a streaming service, portrays a couple 
in their living room.  The gentleman is on a search for his glasses.  Unknowingly his 
glasses are perched on the top of his head, as he asks his wife: “Where are my 
glasses?”  To which she replies with the faintest of smiles: “They’re around here 
somewhere.” 
 
What is appealing about that commercial is that it is so true to life.  My husband 
wears bifocals for reading, and he purchases inexpensive “readers” by the dozen 
and scatters them about the house and in the car so a pair will always be handy. 
Somehow, he still has difficulty locating a pair when he needs them! 
 
What does it mean to be visually impaired?  Visual impairment, or vision 
impairment, usually means that someone’s eyesight is reduced (impaired) to the 
extent that it can’t be corrected to within a normal range.  This means correction 
is not even possible with the help of glasses, contact lenses, medication or vision 
surgery. 
 
The good news is that, by far, the majority of us have vision that can be corrected 
to within a normal range. 
 
In Jesus’ parable, he points out that we are often inclined to criticize others, while 
impaired by our own blind spots!  That’s a problem.  Research shows (Hidden Brain 
broadcast, 2/19/22) says we judge others by their behavior, but we use a different 
measure in judging ourselves; we take into account motives and intentions, not just 
behavior! We are inconsistent and cannot be objective about ourselves. 
 
Jesus exaggerates in the extreme: having a two by four in one’s eye would certainly 
obscure one’s vision to the extent that one could hardly pick a speck of dust out of 
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another’s eye given those conditions!  How can we complain about others when 
we ourselves have failed to pay attention to our own shortcomings?   
 
Jesus’ point?  It is better to engage in some self-examination and self-improvement, 
seasoned with a healthy dose of humility before correcting others.  There is a time 
and place for accountability in our discipleship.  However, it must be undertaken 
with clarity of vision and mutual concern, motivated by love and always in keeping 
with Jesus’ teaching. 
 
This is a corollary to the message of his next parable:  
Each tree is recognized by its fruit, a tree being a metaphor for the life of a person. 
“You don’t get wormy apples off a healthy tree, nor good apples off a diseased tree. 
The health of the apple tells the health of the tree.” (v.45 The Message) 
 
To judge the health of a tree one observes its production over a period of time.  The 
‘fruit’ of our discipleship reflects our character.  Our words and actions (exterior) 
are a product of or a reflection of our hearts (interior). 
 
The image of a fruit tree can be helpful because it reminds us that “fruit” is not 
equivalent with “works” or “doing good deeds”.  Works are a product of something 
deeper.   
 
Jesus links motive and action; works are a matter of the heart!  In fact, fruit is not 
a ‘work’, or something external from and perhaps disassociated from its source, 
but a product that corresponds to the nature of the tree.  As such, the nature of 
the tree is a work of God! (p. 205, J. Edwards)   
 
Discipleship is a matter of faithfulness. 
Jesus challenges us then when he asks: “Why do you call me, ‘Lord, Lord’, and not 
do what I say?” (v. 46)   
This is a rhetorical question.  Implicit in calling Jesus “Lord”, is the willing obedience 
of the Lord’s servant or disciple!   
Obedience is not a matter of rule-keeping or keeping score, but a matter of 
faithfulness.  Implicit in the relationship of a Lord and his servant, is the issue of 
authority. 
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This relationship with Christ is characterized by three actions: coming to Jesus, 
hearing him, and doing his will.  (Rather like last week where the emphasis was on 
love as action, not words alone!)  Professing Jesus as Lord (saying the words) but 
not following (putting words in action) Jesus as Lord (v.46) are two entirely 
different things. 
 
Jesus gives the example of two individuals “building” their lives.  Both builders 
come to and hear Jesus.  Both know and confess Jesus as Lord.   
 
The key point of the parable is in what the builders DO with what they know.  Do 
they act on what they know?  Where do they build? (on rock or sand, in Matthew’s 
version 7:24-27) OR How do they build?  
With or without a strong, secure foundation? 
Soil in Palestine is often hardpan, tempting a builder to build on it, rather than make 
the investment of time, labor and money to dig down deep and lay a proper 
foundation.  It is costly.  
 
One can be certain of this: storms are inevitable.  The stormwaters will come.  It 
is a matter not of “if” but “when”!  The destruction of the one built with the shoddy 
foundation will be total, complete collapse.  So too, in life.  Each of us is building a 
life.  Shall we build our lives on the sure and certain foundation of God’s Word or 
not?   
 
This I can guarantee: It is only a matter of time before the storms will come.  Will 
your life and mine withstand the onslaught of the storm?  It will depend upon the 
quality of the foundation on which we build our lives.  
 
Our choices will have life and death consequences. 
The foundation we build really is that important! 
What will you choose as foundational/essential to your very life? 
 
PRAY 


