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Love My Who??            Rev. Lynell M. Caudillo 
1 Corinthians 13:4-7 & Luke 6:27-36                 February 13, 2022 
 
1 Corinthians 13:4-7 
4Love is patient, love is kind.  It does not envy, it does not boast, it is not proud.  5It 
does not dishonor others, it is not self-seeking, it is not easily angered, it keeps no 
record of wrongs.  6Love does not delight in evil but rejoices with the truth.  7It 
always protects, always trusts, always hopes, always perseveres. 
 
INTRO:  Earlier in this chapter, Jesus has called all twelve disciples and his public 
ministry is gaining traction.  This passage includes what is called “The Sermon on 
the Plain”; you will note some crossover content with what is known as “The 
Sermon on the Mount”. 
 
Luke 6:27-36 
27 “But to you who are listening I say: Love your enemies, do good to those who 
hate you, 28bless those who curse you, pray for those who mistreat you.  29If 
someone slaps you on one cheek, turn to them the other also.  If someone takes 
your coat, do not withhold your shirt from them.  30Give to everyone who asks you, 
and if anyone takes what belongs to you, do not demand it back.  31Do to others as 
you would have them do to you. 
32“If you love those who love you, what credit is that to you?  Even sinners love 
those who love them.  33And if you do good to those who are good to you, what 
credit is that to you?  Even sinners do that.  34And if you lend to those from whom 
you expect repayment, what credit is that to you?  Even sinners lend to sinners, 
expecting to be repaid in full.  35But love your enemies, do good to them, and lend 
to them without expecting to get anything back.  Then your reward will be great, 
and you will be children of the Most High, because he is kind to the ungrateful and 
wicked.  36Be merciful, just as your Father is merciful. 
 
PRAY 
 
Yesterday’s Peanuts comic strip featured Charlie Brown approaching his mailbox.  
He says: “It’s never too early to check your mailbox for Valentines.”  As he reaches 
to open it, he says: “But for safety’s sake, it’s a good idea to stand way back in case 
a flood of valentines comes pouring out.”  Quickly he pulls the lid open while 
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backing up.  As he turns back to look, he sighs deeply.  Charlie is crushed - not with 
Valentines, but with disappointment.  The mailbox is empty.  
All of us desire to love and be loved, don’t we?  It is a basic human need. 
 
Several years ago, another Peanuts comic featured Charlie Brown standing beside 
his friend Linus.  The two of them are approached by Violet who has a valentine in 
her hand.   
Violet says: “Charlie Brown, I’ve been feeling awfully guilty about not giving you a 
valentine this year…I’d like for you to have this one.” 
Linus steps between her and Charlie.  He shouts: “HOLD ON THERE!  What do you 
think you’re doing?  Who do you think you are?!  Where were you on February 14th 
when everyone else was giving out Valentines?  Is kindness and thoughtfulness 
something you can make retroactive?  Don’t you think he has any feelings?!” 
He's on a roll as he continues waving his arms and his volume increasing: 
“You and your friends are the most thoughtless bunch I’ve ever known!  You don’t 
care anything about Charlie Brown!  You just hate feeling guilty!  And now you have 
the nerve to come around a whole month later and offer him a used valentine just 
to ease your conscience!  Well, let me tell you something…Charlie Brown doesn’t 
need your…” 
At this point, Charlie steps between Linus and Violent, declaring: “Don’t 
interfere…I”LL TAKE IT!” 
How desperate he is.  I’m sure he’s not alone.  Everyone needs to be loved! 
 
In the words of a friend of mine, in this text Jesus “has gone from preachin’ to 
meddlin’!”  His words hit close to home.  Not that I have many or any enemies, do 
you?  Perhaps it depends on how one defines enemy.   
 
Let’s not miss this: Jesus begins by saying: “…to you who are listening, I say….”  Are 
we truly listening?  Or is it “in one ear and out the other’?  We are so familiar with 
these words of Jesus (and of Paul from 1 Corinthians 13) that we hear them but 
easily dismiss them.  We know what Jesus says.  We hear it, in that our ears are 
functioning; our ears receive the input or sound, and our brains register the 
message.  We can even repeat it.  But the difference between hearing and listening: 
implicit in listening, is heeding or obeying what is heard.  Jesus says don’t just hear, 
listen!  Live by these words because my word is life-giving! 
 
Jesus assumes all of his listeners have enemies!   
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In Jesus’ day the obvious enemy were the Roman oppressors.  Today, if one lives in 
Ukraine, one might well be thinking that Russia is one’s enemy, or if one is South 
Korean, it is not a stretch of the imagination that North Korea represents an enemy.  
Or if you are a football fan, your rival/enemy might be either the LA Rams or the 
Bengals, who are competing in the Superbowl game later today! 
 
But Jesus makes this personal.  Our enemy is most likely a “frenemy” - that is a 
person or group that is friendly toward another because the relationship is 
mutually beneficial, but there is an undercurrent of resentment or rivalry present. 
However, one defines “enemy”, Jesus says unequivocally: 
Love your enemies, do good to those who hate you bless those who curse you, 
pray for those who mistreat you. (v.27-28) 
 
The word Jesus uses for love, is “agape”, which is NOT a warm fuzzy feeling.  Rather 
it is the self-sacrificing, unconditional, generous love which finds its fullest 
expression in Christ’s death on the cross.  This love puts the needs of others ahead 
of one’s own, and desires the total wellbeing of the other, for their own good, 
without expectation of anything in return.  This is a far cry from our culture’s 
definition of love, which often revolves around “what’s in it for me?” attitude. 
 
What characterizes this kind of love is not primarily emotional.  Rather than feeling 
based, Agape love is a mindset, an orientation of the will.  It involves a conscious 
choice to behave in a way which seeks the highest good for the other.  This is why 
Jesus can say, "Love your enemies" or "Pray for those who persecute you" or "Do 
good to those who despitefully use you."  
 
Immanuel Kant read those words of Jesus and dismissed them, saying it's 
impossible - that you can't just command love.  He was right.  If you're talking about 
a "feeling" kind of love, you can't turn love off/on by the flip of a switch!  But agape 
love isn't primarily about feelings.  It is a mindset.  Even if I'm dealing with an 
enemy, I can determine that I will do no harm to that person - that I will not respond 
with retaliation or revenge regardless of how that person has treated me. 
 
In these verses from 1 Corinthians 13, Paul goes well beyond a dictionary definition 
of love.  He shows us what love is by showing us what love does.  
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Why is that important?  If you had no idea what music was, and I said to you, "Music 
is the science of the art of tones," it would leave you wondering.  How much better 
it would be to have you listen to Marlene playing the piano or Lindsay and Daisy 
singing a duet! 
 
To help us understand love, both Jesus and Paul define it by describing it.  Together 
they show us what agape love is by showing how agape love acts. 
 
Is Jesus is setting us up for failure?  We cannot love as God loves.  Because we are 
sinners, it is impossible for us to love unconditionally, or sacrificially in our own 
strength.  Apart from the Spirit of God dwelling within us and bearing the fruit of 
the Spirit of LOVE in us, we will fail.  I believe it is another gift of the Spirit to give 
us new glasses or lenses through which we can see others - particularly our enemies 
- as those made in the image of God, as those whom Christ loves, as those for whom 
Christ died.  Only as we see one another through this lens, we will be unable to love 
one another as God loves us! 
 
In addition to loving our enemy we are to”… do good to those who hate us, bless 
those who curse us, pray for those who mistreat us.”   
To “do good”:  means to wish them well and treat them accordingly.  
To “bless”:  Means to speak well of, praise or confer favor upon. 
To “pray”:  Means to lift up prayers to God on their behalf. 
 
During my training to be a classroom teacher, great emphasis was put on lesson 
planning with clear behavioral objectives.  In other words, at the end of the day, 
the success or failure of any lesson could be measured in how the behavior of the 
students changed.   
 
Jesus gives some clear, specific examples of what this loving of enemies looks like 
in real life - and it is immediately obvious that this love of enemies is NOT a warm 
fuzzy feeling.  No, this love is expressed in action/behavior! 
 
What does this look like in real life? 
29If someone slaps you on one cheek, turn to them the other also. 
In Jesus culture, those who might strike you on the cheek or take away your coat, 
were masters or soldiers.  Striking the cheek is how a master would discipline a 
slave/servant.  This exercise of authority served to put you back in line while 



5 
 

sending a warning message to the rest of the slaves in the household as to what 
they could expect if they stepped out of line. 
 
Now there was a proper way to do this: the slave would stand facing the master 
who would strike the slave’s right cheek with the back of his right hand.  To do this 
any other way would be a loss of face. 
 
So, imagine the scenario Jesus suggests: After being struck on the right cheek, the 
slave silently turns his/her head and offers his/her left cheek.  If you act this out, 
you’ll see it is not possible to strike the left cheek with the back of the other’s right 
hand!  
 
Offering one’s left cheek, becomes an act of resistance.  The master is unable to 
further discipline the slave in this scenario, has his powerlessness is exposed.  The 
inequity of relationship between the two, and the injustice of slavery is also 
exposed.  
 
29If someone takes your coat, do not withhold your shirt from them. 
Not just anyone would presume to take another’s coat.  Typically, it would be a 
solider and the taking of the coat would be equivalent to extortion.  Since the coat 
refers to the outer garment, Jesus says don’t stop there - give them your shirt (or 
inner garment) too!  This would, in effect, render the person naked!  That could be 
embarrassing, but what is really being exposed is the injustice of having your coat 
taken in the first place. 
 
These are powerful non-violent ways to expose injustice. 
In essence, Jesus’ point is that even amid such treatment, we can remain 
vulnerable, and willing to expose ourselves to rejection while not seeking 
retribution.  This is “tough love” --tough because it is tough on the believer who is 
willing to deny oneself and accept rejection.  It is a love expressed not in wielding 
power or manipulation, but one expressed in service and humility. (p.122, Luke, D. 
Bock)  
 
Jesus states a well-known truth: It is easy to love those who love us.  It is easy to 
act generously when we know that ours will be reciprocated.  He says, even sinners 
- by which he means here even non-believers or atheists, know that!!   
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How are we any different from anyone else…unless…we behave differently?! 
If we say we believe in Jesus 
if we say we are Christians 
if we listen to and obey Jesus’ teaching, THEN… it will change how we think about 
others and how we behave in relation to others.   
 
Feelings may come and go.  Liking another and loving one another are two different 
things.  Agape love is not a feeling.  Agape love is expressed in action. 
 
Then your reward will be great, and you will be children of the Most High, because 
he is kind to the ungrateful and wicked.  36Be merciful, just as your Father is merciful. 
 
Jesus promises that great will be the reward of those who love in this way, because 
in so doing, we are behaving as our Heavenly Father does.  We will bear a family 
resemblance!   
 
You and I know families where the children bear a strong physical resemblance to 
their parents.  One hopes that if the parents are of good character, their offspring 
will reflect that also.  Jesus says, when we behave in loving ways – particularly 
toward those who are enemies – we shall “look like” our Heavenly Father, as well 
as our Brother, Jesus himself!   
 
It is a tall order, it is a work of the Spirit, it is a choice…to love and to be merciful.  
Love and mercy walk hand in hand. 
 
May we see one another through new lenses/glasses which allow us to see 
everyone, most especially our enemies… 
As those made in the image of God, 
As those beloved by God, 
As those for whom Christ died. 
As those whom you and I can choose to love. 
 
PRAY 


