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“Let Us Love One Another “      Pastor Cindy Ehlke 
1 John, 4: 11-12 & 1 Corinthians 13: 4-7     February 12, 2023 
 
Because Valentine’s Day is approaching, it seemed fitting to reflect upon loving 
one another.  However, we are not in a “lovey, dovey time.”  The challenge is how 
to balance the benefits of loving one another with the hard times our world and 
our personal lives are facing.  Recently in a Bible Study group that I belong to, we 
had an assignment to come with two positive events or thoughts to counteract 
the negativity that surrounds us.  Hopefully our reflections this morning will 
accomplish the same thing.  
 
This morning there are two sources for this message.  One is an article that came 
across my phone having to do with having awe and respect for one another.  The 
second is the familiar New Testament gospel, 1 Corinthians 13: 4-7.  These 
sources gave a depth to loving one another that goes beyond my sentimental love 
for Valentine’s Day and the “hearts and flowers stuff.”    
 
The article that I mentioned is called “We are all made of stars: The long trip from 
the big bang to the human body.  Now, don’t give up and run for the door.  This 
will not be about astronomy and atomic science.  There are some concepts like 
that in the article, but the part that pertains to our message today has to do with 
awe and respect.  The author’s comments served as a basis for thinking once 
again about what it means to love one another and to respect one another. 
 
A quote from the author, Dan Levitt, is worth considering.  “Sometimes when I 
look at people, I think, ‘Wow, you are such incredible organisms, and our atoms 
all share the same deep history that goes back to the big bang.’ he said.  He hopes 
that readers will recognize “that even the simplest cell is incredibly complex and 
worthy of great respect.  And all people are, too.”  It is this last phrase that carries 
a strong message for each of us.  We are all worthy of great respect.  I think about 
this when we do our Passing of the Peace each Sunday.  When we look into the 
eyes of our neighbor and see the light of Christ reflected there.   
 
In Psalm 139:14 the scripture reads “I praise you because you made me in an 
amazing and wonderful way.”  What would happen if we could truly see the face 
of God when we look at one another.  Would some of the violence, crime, drug 
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abuse and other sorrows change if we could really see ourselves and others as 
truly worthy of respect.  It adds a dimension to the phrase “love one another.”      
 
In Psalm 139:14 we come across the familiar expression “...for I am fearfully and 
wonderfully made.”  “Fearfully made means made in a way that inspires awe, 
reverence and astonishment.”  It refers to the care and attention with which God 
has made us.  God has made millions of human beings, but we are not mass 
produced.  Giving this some more thought, I find myself looking at others with 
more attention, realizing that I am looking at one of God’s creations.  It has been 
a wakeup call at least for me because it becomes too easy at times to just go 
through the motions of looking at one another, but not see the “God presence 
there.”  If we turn our attention to the Corinthians reading for today, it contains 
some pretty good advice that goes beyond “love stuff.”  
 
Our gospel reading for this morning, 1 Corinthians 13: 4-7, is very familiar to us.  It 
is often called the love gospel and is used in weddings.  It is also referred to as 
agape love or selfless giving.  It has a new dimension for me after coming to grips 
with the need for respect for one another.  It is no longer a sentimental statement 
about love; instead, it is a set of instructions on how we are to reflect the love of 
God for us and for others, no matter who they are.  The goal for us is to be 
patient, kind, unselfish, tolerant of other people’s weaknesses, and to not give in 
to jealousy, pride, or boastfulness.  These goals apply to each of us as well.  Boy, 
this is a pretty tall order.  I guess the word acceptance comes to mind.  We are to 
accept ourselves and others.  We do not do this alone; it is God’s desire for us.  
 
The other comforting thing is that there is no time line for accomplishing this. 
These values and goals go on forever; they are timeless.  In our Prayer of 
Confession this morning we admitted that we have not done such a great job of 
accomplishing these ideals.  But, as in other confessions, we follow with the 
assurance of pardon.  God is always there to bestow grace and forgiveness so we 
can keep on trying.   
 
In our Corinthians passage, it says “Love patiently accepts all things.  It always 
trusts, always hopes, and always remains strong.  That is God’s way of offering us 
reassurance; His reassurance is timeless and always available to us.  We just need 
to be open to this wonderful promise.       


