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Making Peace in a World of Conflict         Rev. Lynell M. Caudillo 
Pointers from Paul’s Letters          February 9, 2020 
Ephesians 2:11-22 
 
11Therefore, remember that formerly you who are Gentiles by birth and called 
“uncircumcised” by those who call themselves “the circumcision” (which is done in 
the body by human hands)—12remember that at that time you were separate from 
Christ, excluded from citizenship in Israel and foreigners to the covenants of the 
promise, without hope and without God in the world.  13But now in Christ Jesus you 
who once were far away have been brought near by the blood of Christ. 
14For he himself is our peace, who has made the two groups one and has destroyed 
the barrier, the dividing wall of hostility, 15by setting aside in his flesh the law with 
its commands and regulations.  His purpose was to create in himself one new 
humanity out of the two, thus making peace, 16and in one body to reconcile both 
of them to God through the cross, by which he put to death their hostility.  17He 
came and preached peace to you who were far away and peace to those who were 
near.  18For through him we both have access to the Father by one Spirit. 
19Consequently, you are no longer foreigners and strangers, but fellow citizens with 
God’s people and also members of his household, 20built on the foundation of the 
apostles and prophets, with Christ Jesus himself as the chief cornerstone.  21In him 
the whole building is joined together and rises to become a holy temple in the Lord.  
22And in him you too are being built together to become a dwelling in which God 
lives by his Spirit. 
 
PRAY 
 
One of the most notable man-made sights on earth, visible by astronauts orbiting 
the globe, is the Great Wall of China.  (Some have joked that it is one of the seven 
wonders of the world because it is the longest lasting product ever made in China!) 
It was built at the bidding of various emperors, for defensive purposes and to 
control trade and immigration.  Construction began seven centuries before Christ 
and continued off/on through the Ming Dynasty which ended in 1644.  The actual 
wall is approximately 4,000 miles long, with additional 1500 miles of trenches and 
natural defensive barriers such as hills and rivers. 
 
Consider the Berlin Wall.  It was, in part, a result of the division of Germany by the 
Allies after WWII, and the Cold War which followed. 
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A wall--of barbed wire, and later of concrete, was constructed beginning in 1961, 
between east and west Berlin, dividing the city.  Armed guards were posted.  Over 
200 people died trying to cross it; Over 5000 people successfully escaped over it, 
to freedom in the West. 
 
In June 1987, President Reagan called on Mikhail Gorbachev, leader of the Soviet 
Union, to dismantle the Berlin Wall.  Gorbachev had been making gradual changes 
within the Soviet Union and other Soviet-controlled countries, liberalizing policies 
and loosening border controls.  People began dismantling the wall using hand tools 
at first; access to West Berlin opened on November 9, 1989. 
 
Today, and closer to home, the wall that exists at our southern border with Mexico 
is being reinforced and expanded.  WOW…we human beings are really good at 
building walls, aren’t we?  And then, there are the invisible but equally real walls 
that divide us! 
 
In his letter to the believers in Ephesus, the Apostle Paul addresses the dividing 
walls that were present within the realm of religion. 
 
The Jewish Temple of Jesus’ day was constructed in such a way that it was not a 
welcoming worship space.  That is to say, it consisted—more or less--of a series of 
concentric rectangles or courtyards—the outer one was the largest and it was 
called the Court of the Gentiles…the next one moving toward the center, was the 
Courtyard of the Women, then the inner courtyard of the Israelites (meaning 
circumcised male Jews), the next inner courtyard was that of the Priests.  Next one, 
the Temple Court, is where animals were offered in sacrifice on the altar.  Beyond 
that were three additional chambers: the “porch”, the “sanctuary” and the “holy 
of holies”.  This innermost sanctuary—the Holy of Holies—was separated from the 
other chambers by a curtain.  It was entered only once a year, on the Day of 
Atonement.  The sacrifice offered that day, by the high priest, was to atone for the 
sins of all the people.  The Holy of Holies was also the location of the Ark of the 
Covenant, and it held the original copy of the Ten Commandments.  Most important 
of all, the Holy of Holies was also believed to be where God was present. 
 
This succession of courtyards, with a series of low walls or barriers, was designed 
to keep people out—Gentiles and women had the least access.  Archeological digs 
have excavated actual signs that were posted, reading: “Do Not Enter, under threat 



3 
 

of Death!”  Such separations were serious business!  The barriers made it clear, as 
to who were insiders, and who were outsiders.  (Those with the greatest access 
were the male priests.  They are the “insiders”!) 
 
All three of the synoptic gospels—Matthew (25:51), Mark (quoted here) and Luke 
(23:45)—include this significant detail in the account of Jesus’ death on the cross.   
 
This is from Mark’s gospel: 
37“With a loud cry, Jesus breathed his last. 
38The curtain of the temple was torn in two from top to bottom.” 
Why is this important enough to be mentioned in 3 of the 4 gospels? 
Because the final barrier to our access to God, is eliminated, torn away, by the 
death of Christ!  This is so significant that Paul picks it up in his letter to the 
Ephesians: 

14For he himself is our peace, who has made the two groups one and has 
destroyed the barrier, the dividing wall of hostility, 15by setting aside in his flesh, 
the law with its commands and regulations. 
18For through him we both have access to the Father by one Spirit. 
 
This is HUGE….I cannot emphasize enough how significant this was in the life of the 
early church, and how vital it is in the life of the church today. 
Humanly we construct countless, often invisible, barriers based on sex, age, 
political party affiliation, socio-economic differences, race/ethnicity, and on and on 
and on. Jesus, by his very life-blood—by his self-giving sacrifice—has broken down 
any and every “dividing wall of hostility” that could possibly come between us!   
If this is true in fact, how do we live it out “for real” in our daily lives, individually 
and corporately? 
What does it look like? 
Sadly, we had a real-life example of what it does NOT look like this week during the 
State of the Union address to congress.  The President refused to shake the hand 
of the Speaker of the House.  She later tore up her copy of his speech.  The body 
politic is deeply divided! 
How do we bridge the gap? 
How do we, as believers in Christ, become reconcilers in situations that appear to 
be so impossibly divided?   
How do “outsiders” become “insiders”, and “insiders” become “welcomers”? 
Paul describes the problem thus: 
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Gentiles—all non-Jews—are at a huge disadvantage.  Gentiles are the 
quintessential outsiders: separated from Christ, outsiders to the Covenant 
promises of God given in the OT, alienated from Israel God’s chosen people, (being 
“uncircumcised”) and furthermore, are without hope and without God in the world. 
He describes a very sad state of affairs, of being pushed to the very margins of 
existence.  They are described as “Christless, stateless, friendless, hopeless, and 
Godless”. (p.96, John Stott, The Message of Ephesians) 
 
But Paul also describes the Jews as similarly alienated.  Although they are 
“circumcised” according to the OT Law, it is only superficial.  Their hearts are often 
far from God, and they have, at times, engaged in idolatry. 
 
Paul encourages us to “remember” (v.10-11) our former condition, and how God 
in Christ, bridged the gap.  All who were “far off” are “brought near” by and through 
Christ’s self-sacrificing love demonstrated on the cross.  Through this act, Christ 
becomes Peacemaker/the intermediary/reconciler—the one who makes peace 
with God for us.   “For he himself is our peace, who has made the two groups one 
and has destroyed the barrier, the dividing wall of hostility”(v.14). 
 
Thus, a new humanity is created through and in Christ, which goes beyond the 
unification of Jews and Gentiles.  It eliminates other barriers as well.  ”There is 
neither Jew nor Gentile, neither slave nor free, nor is there male and female, for 
you are all one in Christ Jesus.” Galatians 3:28 
“Here there is no Gentile or Jew, circumcised or uncircumcised, barbarian, 
Scythian, slave or free, but Christ is all, and is in all.”  Colossians 3:11 
 
What are we to make of this? 
The facts of human differences remain, however, in God’s eyes inequality is 
abolished.  Unity in Christ is our new reality. 
 
The bigger question for us today is this: How do we live into this new reality? 
Tubingen, Germany first began expelling all its Jewish residents in 1477.  Over time, 
Anti-Jewish sentiment began to thrive.  During WWII, trains ran through the town, 
carrying Jews to concentration camps and ultimately to their deaths. 
 
Today however, the Jerusalem Post reports that not only is there a small Jewish 
community within the town, but there is a church there that is taking seriously their 
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role in reconciliation.  The church has made real efforts to confess and repent of 
the sins of their predecessors. 
 
They have organized marches which coincide with Holocaust Remembrance Day, 
retracing the steps of thousands of Jews who marched to their deaths.  The night 
before one of these marches, a special meeting was hosted by the church. 
 
Four people stood before the assembly and confessed the role of their own family’s 
participation in the Nazi regime.  One woman shared her recent discovery that her 
grandfather had been an SS guard who beat Jewish prisoners.  She and three others 
followed the example of Jesus by washing the feet of some Jewish guests, several 
of whom were Holocaust survivors.  Then, these Jewish guests, expressed their 
forgiveness by washing the feet of their German hosts! 
 
This powerful display was witnessed by a Syrian man who expressed longingly that 
if Germans and Jews could be reconciled, perhaps this same model could be applied 
between Arabs and Jews, and elsewhere in the world. (www.jpost.com 5.30.17) 
 
Friends, this is the Good News: 
The gap between Gentiles and Jews, and between God and all sinful humanity is 
bridged by the blood-stained cross. 
The self-sacrifice of Christ is the unifying factor which eliminates all that divides us! 
 
This means that everyone now has immediate access to God the Father –no need 
for a priest to be the intermediary—Christ is the “Great, High Priest! 
No need for additional sacrificial offerings—Christ has died once, and for all! 
The challenge is for you and me to live into this new reality: Christ has broken down 
every barrier that could possibly separate us from God, and those that separate us 
from one another.  It is our own sinfulness that perpetuates the building of walls—
be they visible or invisible!  
 
Being peacemakers means: 
1—Acknowledging and appreciating these truths. 
2—Living out these truths in our relationships, as best we can. 
3—Asking God to create in us a greater awareness of where those invisible walls 
are, how they impact our relationships, and what we can do to dismantle them. 

https://eur01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.jpost.com&data=02%7C01%7C%7Ccecf23f1e58d48b2136f08d7ad979bfc%7C84df9e7fe9f640afb435aaaaaaaaaaaa%7C1%7C0%7C637168738978314321&sdata=Nh5SXsE9oQJyz0R73BqieKjm9j4nHUt9Pu0nfSzNq8U%3D&reserved=0
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4—"Do not pervert justice; do not show partiality to the poor or favoritism to the 
great, but judge your neighbor fairly.”  (Leviticus 19:15)  
 
Friends, if the death of Christ on the Cross, demolished “the dividing wall of 
hostility” once and for all—I daresay, who are we to participate in the building of 
walls -visible or invisible? 
 
A wall, by its very nature is exclusionary, it intends to keep some out. 
Surely God’s heart is broken over the divisions that proliferate in our society and in 
our world, yes, even in our own families and community. 
 
We need to engage in some serious self-examination of our attitudes and actions: 
How do our attitudes and actions contribute to the divisions that exist? 
How do our attitudes and actions contribute to healing and reconciliation? 
 
“While we were enemies, we were reconciled to God through the death of his Son,” 
Romans 5:10 
 
The arms of the Crucified One are open—a symbol NOT of exclusion, but of 
embrace—a symbol of welcome and an invitation for all to come in. 
May it be so!          
 
PRAY. 


