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Let’s Go Fishing!            Rev. Lynell M. Caudillo 
Isaiah 6:1-8, Luke 5:1-11                                February 6, 2022 
 
In the year that King Uzziah died, I saw the Lord, high and exalted, seated on a throne; 
and the train of his robe filled the temple.  2Above him were seraphim, each with six 
wings: With two wings they covered their faces, with two they covered their feet, and 
with two they were flying.  3And they were calling to one another: 
“Holy, holy, holy is the LORD Almighty; the whole earth is full of his glory.” 
4At the sound of their voices the doorposts and thresholds shook and the temple was 
filled with smoke. 
5“Woe to me!” I cried. “I am ruined!  For I am a man of unclean lips, and I live among a 
people of unclean lips, and my eyes have seen the King, the LORD Almighty.” 
6Then one of the seraphim flew to me with a live coal in his hand, which he had taken 
with tongs from the altar.  7With it he touched my mouth and said, “See, this has 
touched your lips; your guilt is taken away and your sin atoned for.” 
8Then I heard the voice of the Lord saying, “Whom shall I send?  And who will go for 
us?” 
And I said, “Here am I.  Send me!” 
 
Luke 5:1-11 
One day as Jesus was standing by the Lake of Gennesaret, the people were crowding 
around him and listening to the word of God.  2He saw at the water’s edge two boats, 
left there by the fishermen, who were washing their nets.  3He got into one of the boats, 
the one belonging to Simon, and asked him to put out a little from shore.  Then he sat 
down and taught the people from the boat. 
4When he had finished speaking, he said to Simon, “Put out into deep water, and let 
down the nets for a catch.” 
5Simon answered, “Master, we’ve worked hard all night and haven’t caught anything.  
But because you say so, I will let down the nets.” 
6When they had done so, they caught such a large number of fish that their nets began 
to break.  7So they signaled their partners in the other boat to come and help them, and 
they came and filled both boats so full that they began to sink. 
8When Simon Peter saw this, he fell at Jesus’ knees and said, “Go away from me, Lord; I 
am a sinful man!”  9For he and all his companions were astonished at the catch of fish 
they had taken, 10and so were James and John, the sons of Zebedee, Simon’s partners. 
Then Jesus said to Simon, “Don’t be afraid; from now on you will fish for people.”  11So 
they pulled their boats up on shore, left everything and followed him. 
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PRAY 
 
How many of you have ever received an invitation to an adventure, to do something that 
would take you out of your comfort zone?  Me too!  Did you do it?  Or not? 
God is always calling or inviting people into God’s great adventure!  This particular story 
of Peter, James and John, is a familiar one. 
 
Each “call story” is unique, but there are common threads that run through them. Briefly, 
let’s consider several from the Old Testament. 
 
In Exodus 3 & 4, Moses encounters God in the burning bush.  This begins a dialogue 
between the two of them in which God “calls” Moses to lead the Israelites out of slavery 
in Egypt.  God gives Moses all kinds of assurances, while Moses comes up with all kinds of 
excuses.  It is really quite a humorous exchange. Finally, Moses says to God (4: 13)   
“Pardon your servant, Lord. Please send someone else.”   God is not happy with this 
response! 
 
Consider God’s “call” to Gideon, recorded in Judges 6.  God calls Gideon to deliver the 
Israelites from the Midianites.  God gives Gideon all kinds of assurances, while Gideon 
also has excuses:  “Pardon me, my lord, but how can I save Israel? My clan is the weakest 
in Manasseh, and I am the least in my family.” (Judges 6:15)  The Message says “…I am 
the runt of the litter”!  (Gideon has low self-esteem!) 
Gideon follows this up with a whole series of tests - the fleeces and the dry ground, or not 
- only after which, he is willing to trust God and accept God’s call. 
 
In a similar way, God calls Jeremiah. His excuse?  “I’m too young and I don’t know what 
to say.” (Jeremiah 1:6)  But God promises to be with him and to give him the words to say 
(Jeremiah 1:8-9) 
 
Do you see the threads that run through these “call” stories? 
God calls.  People make excuses: I am too young, too old, can’t speak, can’t lead, who will 
follow, etc.    
 
God’s unfailing promise is to be with them and to provide whatever is needed to fulfill 
the call or job God is calling them to do!  No need to fear!  Success is all but guaranteed!  
Not because of the individual’s ability, but because of God’s ability and our availability.    
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Jesus’ public ministry is just beginning.  The people are hungry for the word of God that 
Jesus offers.  So much so, that the crowd is pressing in upon Jesus.  He needs space; 
breathing room.  So he commandeers Peter’s boat to use as a pulpit. 
 
Nearby on the shore of the Sea of Galilee, we find Simon Peter, professional fisherman, 
along with his crew which included James and John, the Zebedee brothers.  They have 
been out all night and caught a bunch of nothing.  Zero. Nada.  It was not a good night’s 
work, with nothing to show for their labor.  Jesus encounters them as they are cleaning 
their nets.  
 
After preaching, Jesus tells Simon to go out fishing again. 
Really??  Remember Peter is the pro.  Jesus is a carpenter.  Would you take fishing advice 
from a carpenter?? 
So when Peter hears Jesus’ call to go, he politely declines.   
Simon does not offer excuses.  No, he admits defeat.  Been there, done that.  Didn’t work.  
Why would we do that again when all we have to show for our efforts are aching muscles 
and empty nets? 
 
I’m not a great fisherperson. The most fishing I ever did was with my grandfather. I’ll never 
forget one particular camping trip with my grandparents at Donner Lake in the Sierra 
Nevadas.  We got word that the lake had just been stocked with trout, so Grandpa took 
my sister and me out on a small peninsula and set up three fishing poles.  The fish were 
biting.  One after another!  In no time at all, we had caught one limit, and then a second.  
About noon, my sister and I were starving, so we ran back to camp to get some 
sandwiches.  While gone, Grandpa became concerned that a game warden would come 
along and find him with more than his share of fish, so he let some of the fish go!  
However, soon we not only had lunch but we caught dinner and enough for breakfast 
too! 
 
When it comes to fishing, Peter knows best.  Right?  He’s the expert.  But ultimately Peter 
says: “…upon your word” (rhema), “if you say so” and out they go.  Deeper. 
 
Jesus’ invitation is to go deep.  When they do, the over abundance of fish fill the nets to 
the breaking point!  Not only the nets but their boat and another begin to sink under the 
weight of all the fish!  This miraculous catch is met with awe and wonder. 
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Simon Peter fell at Jesus’ feet and said, “Go away from me, Lord; I am a sinful man!” (v.8)  
Similar to having a bright light shine after being in the dark, the light of Christ reveals the 
darkness of the sin in our lives and it can be painful.  That’s why Simon tells Jesus to go 
away!  In this single encounter, Peter becomes clear on who he is - a sinner in need of 
God’s grace, and who Jesus is - Master and Lord.  
 
Simon Peter is hooked!  He responds with worship!  Humbled, he asks Jesus to leave him 
alone, but Jesus will not.  That’s good news!  God will not leave us alone, but God will 
persist in calling us and using us for Kingdom purposes.  Peter’s sense of humility is the 
beginning of his servanthood.  All of us are sinners; the good news is that God can use us 
anyway! 
 
Simon Peter’s second response is to let go, leave his nets and his livelihood behind, and 
follow Jesus who promises that he will henceforth “fish for people”.   
 
What does it have to say to us today?  Jesus is inviting us to go deep.  What does that 
mean for us as individuals and for us as a church?  What does it mean to “capture people” 
for Christ?  We want our church to grow, but what does that mean?   
 
First, are we willing to go deep in our own walk with Jesus?  Are we willing to let go of the 
past - both our failures and our successes - in order that Jesus might bless us with 
abundance? 
 
Are we willing to go deeper into our community - to listen to those who are often 
unheard, to see their needs, and then prayerfully engage in meaningful action? 
 
The crowds sat safely on the shore and listened to Jesus.  It’s comfortable there.  It’s very 
tempting to remain where it is risk-free. (Nothing ventured, nothing gained.) 
Peter, James and John, took a risk.  Not only did they listen to Jesus’ words, but they also 
acted on Jesus’ invitation.  Taking the risk to go deep, their efforts are rewarded beyond 
their wildest dreams! 
 
What would it look like for Calvary to “go deep”?  To risk following Jesus into the deep 
waters of need in this community?  Like Moses, Isaiah, Jeremiah, Gideon, it would be easy 
for us as a church to offer excuses: 
We are too small.  We are too old.  We don’t have enough time/money/ energy. We don’t 
have enough ______(you fill in the blank)!  
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Yes we need new, younger, more people to join us, but we lack the ----…know how, 
access, whatever…! 
 
Like Peter we could admit defeat: 
*what we did in the past didn’t work the way we thought it would… 
*the pandemic has taken its toll, and taken the wind out of our sails.  
*we don’t know what to do…where to start. 
 
Let me suggest we start with prayer.  Corrie Ten Boom has two quotes that connect in 
this regard: 
She poses this question: “Is prayer your spare tire or your steering wheel?”  Prayer is 
always appropriate, always in season.  Prayer should always the beginning-middle-and 
end.  Any course of action should be bathed in prayer.  
 
Her second quote is an admonition:  “You can’t steer a parked car!”   
In other words, sitting on the shore in your comfy beach chair OR in this sanctuary is safe.  
But this is not where God’s adventure happens…it happens as we move out of these walls 
into our community, prayerfully, trusting that God will guide us into being different and 
making a difference.  God can guide us into a place of abundance.   
 
Simon and his fishing buddies will not catch fish while sitting on the shore.  We will not 
“catch” people, while we sit here in this building.  We must go where the “fish” are!  
 
Last week Pastor Amy preached on the Great Commission – Jesus’ call to his disciples then 
and to us now, to “Go, make disciples, and baptize them….”  In doing so, Jesus promises 
to be with us! 
 
God’s promise to Moses, Gideon, Isaiah, Jeremiah and to YOU and to Me - is to be with 
us always.  God’s promise is that when we dare to “go deep”, to lovingly and prayerfully 
seek to make a difference, God will enliven our efforts in ways we cannot imagine!  The 
future is bright with possibility. We don’t have all the answers, but we know the One who 
does. 
 
God is calling us to go deep.  No fear! No excuses!  Let’s Go!            
 
Pray. 


