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“Good and Faithful Servants”      Pastor Amy Besola 
Psalm 23 & 2 Timothy 4:1-8         February 5, 2023 
 
2 Timothy 4 is about the Apostle Paul directing his successor in ministry, the 
younger Timothy, to preach the gospel.  All too often, Pastors succumb to the 
temptation to make the time in the pulpit about themselves and their 
experiences with the gospel.  Paul is laser-focused on his direction not allowing 
the word to be overtaken by personal experiences and antidotes.  The time a 
preacher has in front of a listening audience needs to be about preaching the 
word.  
 
This chapter sees the Apostle Paul as he is ready to meet his maker.  When Paul 
was writing this passage, he was awaiting execution.  He was sitting in a Roman 
jail facing execution under the tyranny of Emperor Nero.  Paul was nearing the 
end of his ministry and passing the torch on to Timothy who would need to pick 
up where Paul left off.  Timothy would need to carry on in the fight and preach 
the Word.  
 
Paul had come to grips with the reality that he would be soon facing execution. 
My guess is that many of you have likely recognized that our time on earth will 
not be indefinite.  You may have written your wills or had an attorney craft what 
to do with your accumulations - be it personal wealth or tangible assets. 
 
When we are young, time seems to move at glacier speed.  I remember long, 
hazy, hot days of my youth and thinking time was incredibly slow-moving.  In 
young adulthood and as we are beginning to enter a chapter of living 
independently from our family of origin, time tends to pick up the pace.   
 
A few weeks back, I was whining to my sister about how my evenings are spent 
ferrying Annalise to her various extracurricular activities, and she offered some 
wise words: she said this to me, "the time is fleeting".  And you know, she is right, 
we need to savor the time we have with our children at each stage of their lives.  
 
This same philosophy is parallel with ministries: there will be seasons of ministry 
and seasons of leaders guiding and shepherding us.  You have experienced most 
recently the closing of a chapter of leadership under pastor Lynell and we are on 
the cusp of a new shepherd, pastor Eyde.  I am so excited as I wait to meet her 
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and experience the guidance of our church family.  We need to ask the Lord to 
prepare our hearts for this new time, this new season at Calvary.  
 
2 Timothy 4 is about passing the baton in the race of life and in the journey of 
ministry.  This is the very center of the charge that Paul is giving to Timothy.  Paul 
understood that there are dangers facing Christians.   
 
Within any congregation, there are issues of struggle.  There are debates about 
worship styles and choices of music.  Sometimes there are even discussions about 
prayer styles and how someone leading prayer addresses the Lord.  While there is 
some value in the discussion, I think it takes the focus off what is really important. 
And let's face it, all is petty when we come down to it.  A great theologian once 
said, "Don't sweat the small stuff."  I think this is an important philosophy to take 
as we reflect on our attitudes toward one another and possibly as we welcome a 
new chapter here at Calvary.  Let's focus on the Lord, his leadership, and his 
guidance.   
 
The Apostle Paul was instructing Timothy that he must step up and do the job 
that he has been called to do.  And now he must “preach the word.”  Paul tells 
him what to do, why he must do it, and why Paul will soon pass the baton on to 
him. 
 
I've experienced this personally.  Just as a relatively younger mother--you see I 
was nearly as old as John the Baptist's mother, Elizabeth.  While I wasn't quite as 
old as Sarah from the Old Testament, I was definitely older than most when I 
adopted Annalise.  This is something that isn't an issue that I spend a lot of time 
dwelling on, but it is a reality.  My knees crackle and pop.  I'm ricketier than her 
classmate's parents.  But I also know what to sweat and what to let go of.  
 
What I have discovered in my own life is that time hurdles on at a lightning fast 
pace.  When I was ordained here at Calvary some 4 1/2 years ago, I thanked the 
Lord for realizing one of the most important goals of my life.  Surely, I could have 
preached and taught without being ordained, but I needed the time to prepare 
me to be your associate pastor.  I am incredibly grateful for each one of you and 
for the opportunity to be your associate pastor.  God has blessed me with this 
time spent in the word, preparing to deliver the message he would have me relay 
to each of you. 
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Yes, the reality is that none of us will live indefinitely.  We all will die one day.  Our 
charge is to make use of the time God has given to each of us to do the work that 
he has set out for us to do.  In verse 6 of this passage, the Apostle Paul describes 
his life as being poured out as a drink offering.  He knows that his time to die has 
come.  But I want us to listen to what Paul can say at this point.  He knows he is 
near death, and he is not near death because of old age. He is near death because 
of his work in the gospel.  But this is what he says. “I have fought the good fight, I 
have finished the race, I have kept the faith,” Paul says that he is ready.  He can 
look at his life and say with satisfaction that he has run the race and kept the 
faith.  
 
When we look at verse 8, we see that the Apostle Paul knows that there is the 
crown of righteousness reserved for him to be given to him on that day.  Paul has 
fought the good fight.  He did not give up.  He persevered.  
 
Paul did not stop fighting the principalities of darkness.  Spiritual warfare is real. 
When you are doing God's work: be prepared for adversity.  Satan knows how to 
attack.  Frequently, I have seen personally and in the lives of other people that 
when great things are being done for building God's kingdom, horrific things 
happen to our families and to our loved ones.  Satan does not fight fair.  He 
attacks the weak, the vulnerable.  
 
But we see through Paul a life that inspires.  Paul has finished the race.  He did not 
sit down during the race.  He did not give up during the race.  He endured and 
continued in the race until he finished.  Paul has kept the faith.  He did not let go 
of his faith when life because difficult.  He held on to his faith and put his hope in 
the faith throughout his whole life.  Paul knows what is waiting for him and it is 
waiting for you also.  The crown of righteousness awarded to you on that day if 
you will fight the good fight, finish the race, and keep the faith.  
 
The race that has been laid for each of us needs to be run by people of great 
endurance.  Living in these last days requires great endurance.  Scripture 
repeatedly tells us we need to be vigilant so that we are ready for the Lord’s 
appearance.  And as we go to the communion table, we can anticipate that 
glorious banquet we will experience when the Lord Jesus returns.  
 



4 
 

Jesus will return and there will be a final accounting.  This reassurance that we do 
not have to re-pay evil for evil because the Lord will make things right gives me 
comfort.  But we must ask ourselves.  Can we say today that we have fought the 
good fight, finished the race, and kept the faith if Jesus were to return today?  Can 
we say these words if we were to die today?  Are we ready?  Verse 2 says, 
“Preach the word; be ready in season and out of season; reprove, rebuke, and 
exhort, with complete patience and teaching.”  In verses 3–4, we are exhorted not 
to be daunted.  We are encouraged to preach the word and not grow weary or 
intimidated.  In verse 5 we are called to “Be sober-minded, endure suffering, do 
the work of an evangelist.”  
 
What each person that professes to be a Christian must do as we proceed 
through life and when eventually we stand at death’s door.  Paul understood 
these matters of life and death and he wanted each of us to know this: it was 
worth it.  The reward that awaits us s incomparable.  
 
Last week the choir sang about where our home lies, just beyond the horizon.  
This Earth is not our home. miss them, we can rest in the assurance that they are 
with Jesus and reunited with loved ones that have preceded them in death.  
There is no more suffering, no more pain.  But until the Lord returns or calls us 
home, we must live as people of hope.  The Lord's Supper is a reminder of how 
much God loves each person.  As we go to the table, we are reminded that Jesus 
died for each person. 


