
Great Prayers of the OT                                          

Jeremiah 32 
Rev. Lynell M. Caudillo                                                          

February 12, 2017 
 

Background:  

At the time Jeremiah is called to his prophetic work, Hezekiah is king of 

Judah.  Jeremiah is under house arrest because the king did not like what he 

heard coming from Jeremiah:  namely, warnings that if the king and people 

did not return to worshiping God alone, judgement would ensue.  They did 

not, and judgement came in the form of the Babylonian armies besieging the 

city. Their intent is to destroy the temple and the city and to carry the 

residents off into exile in Babylon.   

During this drama, Jeremiah receives a word from the Lord (v.6-8).  He’s 

told that his cousin will come and offer him the sale of a field in Anathoth, 

located about 3 miles from Jerusalem.  In order to keep the farm in the 

family, Jeremiah is the nearest relative so it is his responsibility to “redeem” 

or purchase the field.  And this is exactly what God instructs Jeremiah to do. 

The whole idea of completing a real estate transaction while the enemy 

armies are camping on the very field in question, seems ludicrous!  What 

could Jeremiah be thinking?? Furthermore, What could God be thinking that 

he would instruct Jeremiah to go through with the deal?? 

 

Jeremiah does the inconceivable. In the midst of what is surely a hopeless 

situation from any human perspective, Jeremiah does what he is told. He 

buys the field, has the transaction witnessed, and meticulously records two 

copies of the deed, and stores them in an earthenware jar “in order that 

they may last for a long time.”(v. 14)  This was a very wise choice!  (The 

Dead Sea Scrolls were discovered in Qumran in 1947, and many scrolls of 

the OT manuscripts were well preserved for hundreds, even over a thousand 

years due in part to the very dry climate.) This deed needed to last about 70 

years give or take a year or two. 

God then affirms Jeremiah’s action with a promise: v. 15 

“Houses and fields and vineyards shall again be bought in this land.” 

This is the context for Jeremiah’s prayer! 

How and for what does Jeremiah pray?? 



Jeremiah begins as Moses, Hannah, David and Solomon have:  With 

(doxology) praise!  His praise is twofold: 

First, he gives witness to Yahweh’s wondrous power in creating the heavens 

and the earth. Secondly he acknowledges Yahweh’s power as a liberator.  

“…Your great power and by your outstretched arm” (v. 17) recalls God’s 

saving action in freeing Israel from slavery in Egypt during the Exodus.   

Then Jeremiah gets to the heart of the matter when he prays: 

“Nothing is too hard/impossible for you.” 

Yahweh/God is powerful and competent enough to do whatever God wills! 

This has been evident as we have listened to the great prayers of many in 

the Old Testament.  God makes and keeps promises:  His promise to 

Abraham and Sara—for a son who would indeed, become the father of a 

great nation; his promise to save his people from slavery and deliver them 

into a Promised land flowing with milk and honey.  And now through 

Jeremiah, God makes yet another promise:  That while judgement is at 

hand—in the form of the Babylonian armies and expected exile—there is yet 

another promise.  That God will return them to the land, bring them back 

and restore their fortunes, that land will be bought and sold, that fields and 

vineyards will be planted and bear fruit, that families will thrive again in the 

land, and that the temple will be rebuilt. 

At the heart of this prayer is the reminder of relationship.  Through the 

covenant Yahweh promises gracious faithfulness and uncompromising 

sovereignty.  In return God expects the people of the covenant to respond 

with undivided love, faithfulness, and obedience.   

 

The consequences of disobedience include, in this instance, judgement 

carried out by the Babylonian armies, their capture and exile, and the 

occupation of their land. In this way, future generations will suffer as a 

result of their parents’ disobedience, as the exile lasts approximately 70 

years!   

Jeremiah mentions in v.18-19 that nothing happens in this world that is not 

without Yahweh/God’s awareness.  If you think you’re going to slip one by 

God, think again!   

According to a security industry study in Great Britain, there is one security 

camera for every 11 people, which adds up to nearly 6 million closed circuit 

cameras in use (and that was in 2013).  



(http://www.telegraph.co.uk/technology/10172298/One-surveillance-camera-for-every-11-people-in-

Britain-says-CCTV-survey.html) 

What do you think about that?  No doubt there is some benefit to this when 

it comes to fighting crime and deterring terrorist attacks and so on.  But it 

seems a little surreal to know that one’s activities can be easily tracked not 

only by authorities but by unknown others as well. 

Jeremiah is not the only one to point out this attribute of God’s.  The author 

of Psalm 139 is all over this!  God knows about us when we are being knit 

together in our mother’s womb…and once born, God knows our thoughts, 

and anticipates our words before we speak them.  (How I wish God would 

prevent me from opening my mouth on some occasions!!) 

The impact of this is to assure us that nothing happens that is beyond the 

horizon of YAHWEH’s knowledge—even the destruction of Jerusalem. 

Within his prayer, Jeremiah offers as evidence of Yahweh’s faithful and 

steadfast love, three events: 

v.20 You showed signs and wonders in the land of Egypt, and to this day in 

Israel and among all humankind, and have made yourself a name that 

continues to this very day. 

Nothing is too hard for God—including the rescue of slaves from the 

oppressive policies of Pharaoh.   Through this rescue God has established a 

reputation for himself, or a “name” as a powerful and competent God. 

v.21 You brought your people Israel out of the land of Egypt…with a strong 

hand and outstretched arm, and with great terror. 

v.22 You gave (Israel) this land, which you swore to their ancestors to give 

them, and land flowing with milk and honey. 

So even within Jeremiah’s prayer, as in life, the faithfulness and steadfast 

love of God is held in tension with the watchfulness and judgement of God.  

Following his prayer, the word of the Lord comes again to Jeremiah: 

“See, I am the Lord, the God of all flesh: is anything too hard for me?” 

This is a rhetorical question. The question is asked for effect.  The answer is 

assumed!  Of course nothing is too hard for God!! 

God can create the universe…God can create a people for himself, God can 

make and keep promises/covenants.  God can liberate a people from slavery 

and deliver them safely into a land of promise.  And now…while judgement is 

at hand, God promises to return his people to this land and to a livelihood. 



In the act of purchasing a piece of property which is clearly occupied by an 

enemy army, Jeremiah makes an investment in God’s promised future!  

Because Jeremiah’s God can do the impossible! 

What about your God? 

When circumstances clearly indicate everything to the contrary….that evil is 

winning, that God and good have been defeated…God is able to do the 

impossible!  

When Abraham and Sarah are well past the age of childbearing, God visits 

them and they nearly fall down laughing at God’s promise of a son. But God 

says to Abraham: “Why did Sarah laugh and say Shall I indeed bear a child 

now that I am old?  Is anything too wonderful for the Lord?  At the set time I 

will return to you, in due season, and Sarah will have a son.” Genesis 18:13-

14) 

This thread of faith carries into the Gospels when, at the beginning of the 

Jesus narrative, the anger assures Mary that “Nothing will be impossible with 

God.” (Luke 1:37) 

The disciples struggle, as did the “rich young ruler” with the life-altering 

choice of how to enter the Kingdom of God. Jesus assures them that 

entrance to the Kingdom is not dependent on us, but on God’s grace. “For 

mortals it is impossible, but not for God; for God all things are possible.” 

(Mark 10:27) 

And in Jesus’ own prayer in the Garden of Gethsemane, Jesus himself 

affirms that “For you all things are possible.” (Mark 14:36) 

So here we are.  In Enumclaw, 2017.   

There are some seemingly impossible situations that some of you are facing: 

Perhaps loss has left you immobilized and wondering if you’ll ever stop 

grieving. 

Concern for your health or that of a loved one. 

Concern for broken relationships—within your extended family, your circle of 

friends or workplace. 

Perhaps you are dealing with a situation that requires reconciliation or 

forgiveness.  Not easy, either of those. 

No doubt, each of us has situations that appear to us to be impossible.  

How do we pray in the midst of those situations? 



Let me suggest that first we give some thought to our history…our past.  

Because I’m guessing that the situations we are presently facing are not the 

first occasions when we’ve been up against it…Did God show up in the past? 

Has God been faithful to us in the past?  Have you experienced God’s 

intervention or rescue?  God has a pretty good track record, but often when 
faced with a challenging situation…a situation that seems hopeless, it is hard 

to recall God’s faithfulness. 
 

However much God may want to, I do not believe that God will answer the 

prayer of a student who turned in his test and prayed: “O God please let 

Paris be the capital of England.” (Nicky Gumbel) 

But I do believe that God can do the impossible… 

Robert Smith suffered a loss that no one should:  his son was shot and died 

as a result of a botched restaurant robbery when he was 17. The perpetrator 

was caught, tried, convicted and incarcerated. Robert carried immense grief. 

Over time God began to work in his heart and life until Robert felt moved to 

write him in prison.  It took him two years, but the young man finally 

responded. His letter read in part: 

“Please let me say I am truly sorry for your loss. I really am.  I’ve been 

locked up for three years now and they are the worst three years of my life. 

I don’t think I’ll make it much longer…I hope to hear from you again.  Thank 

you for forgiving me, Can you keep praying for me too? This is getting too 

hard for me to bear and sometimes I feel like giving up on life.” 

Robert wrote “the Lord just kept working on my heart …I wrote this young 

man because I want to be on his visitation list.  I want to tell him about 

Jesus. I want him to know that I love him.  I want this young man and my 

son to hug each other in heaven one day.  Forgiveness is not difficult, 

forgiveness is impossible without God.”  (Dr. Robert Smith, “Rated R for Redemption”) 

How true—without experiencing God’s forgiveness ourselves, it is impossible to forgive others.   

We support the Witherows who do educational and pastoral support 

ministries in South Africa and Zimbabwe.  At the end of last year they had a 

request for Bibles, from a new group with whom they are working in 

Zimbabwe.  Supporters like you and others like you, contributed to the 

cause and they were able to purchase the requested Bibles.  However, in a 

recent email, Heather asked for prayer, because the next step is to get the 

Bibles through checkpoints and into the hands of those who will use them. 



The checkpoints can be dicey to get through without Bibles, so we need to 

pray.  It’s not impossible, but close to it?! 

The Witherows need someone like “the Traveler”.  This courageous, 

nameless, faceless believer smuggles bibles and study materials for pastors 

into North Korea for a group called Open Doors. Should his identity be 

discovered by authorities, it would no doubt result in a death sentence.  God 

can accomplish the impossible when his people pray. 

Against all odds…some of you are familiar with International Justice Mission, 

a Christian organization whose mission is to rescue victims of human 

trafficking, slavery and sexual exploitation world-wide.  The work is nearly 

impossible, as this is so widespread and well organized. 

One spring nearly one thousand staff and supporters of IJM gathered in 

Washington DC. One evening they focused their prayers on areas where 

bonded labor persists.  It seemed an audacious, impossible thing to pray for, 

but they dared to ask God for the eradication of human slavery.  They knew 

that this was a request none of them could bring about within their own 

resources. 

Within less than a month, a local official in Chennal, India took courage. He 

organized a raid against a brick kiln where 143 families—a total of 522 

people had been kept as slaves.   

Each one of you may be facing something less dramatic, but still seemingly 

impossible.  Hopeless.  There appears to be no solution, certainly no easy 

answer or solution. 

Jeremiah made the worst real estate deal of several millennium, but he did 

so based on the promise of God!  He made an investment in the future 

because of God’s faithfulness in the past!  Not on the basis of present 

circumstances. 

The encouragement we have from Jeremiah is to remember God’s 

faithfulness as we have experienced in the past, and to move into the future 

trusting that God hears our concerns…God sees…God will act on our behalf. 

There is hope for the hopeless because…Nothing is too hard for God! 


