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How many of you will be watching the Super Bowl today? Advertisers will be 

trying to get your attention!  As you watch pay attention to what they are 

selling because today,30 seconds of televised advertisement space during 

the Super Bowl costs $5 million, according to Sapna Maheshwari of The New 

York Times, (thanks in part to the meteoric rise of the NFL's popularity and increased 

audience for the Super Bowl (111.86 million watched Super Bowl 50, compared to 39.12 

million for Super Bowl II, per Sports Media Watch). That is $166,666.66 per second, in case 

you were wondering). 

 

A few years ago, Toyota had an ad promoting their newly designed Rav4.  

The Henderson family of four, are just hopping out of their new Toyota as 

the dad pauses to polish the front hood with his sleeve.  Immediately some 

purple smoke floats out and a pretty blonde genie appears, offering to grant 

their wishes.   

Mr. Henderson asks for his spare tire to disappear, as he pats his 

midsection.  The tire attached to the rear gate of the vehicle disappears.  

The young daughter wishes that animals could talk. Immediately, squirrels 

on the lawn mockingly repeat the dad’s wish. 

Mrs. Henderson wishes for the ability to eat unlimited amounts of chocolate. 

Immediately the scene switches to a medical exam room as a doctor says to 

her:  

“Your chocolate levels are dangerously low. The nurse will start you on a 

chocolate IV. Here are some free samples to get you started.” 

The son wishes he were an astronaut.  Immediately the family in their Rav4 

are rocketed into space.  

Mrs. Henderson starts to say: “I wish…” 

When she is interrupted by Mr. Henderson who says: “May I please have a 

turn?” 

   

Next thing you know the family is back in the driveway and being dive-

bombed by witches on flying broomsticks.  
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Mr. Henderson tells the genie:  “I said ‘Unlimited WISHES’!” 

The genie replies:  “I heard ‘witches’!” 

Perhaps the moral to the story is “be careful what you ask for”! 

While Solomon sleeps, God addresses him. The conversation that follows is a 

dream.  Is the dream a literary device or does God really engage Solomon in 

conversation during his sleep? 

Given that God is God, God can communicate with us any way God choses.  

In this instance, perhaps Solomon can hear God better when all the noise of 

the day quiets down, and the activities of the day cease. (We saw this with 

Jacob that he also encountered God during the night.) 

Usually we think of prayer as something we initiate, but here it is quite the 

opposite.  God initiates the conversation! 

God starts with an imperative—a command, rather than a question: 

“Ask what I should give you.”  

God invites, or rather, insists, that Solomon pray a prayer of petition.  Ask! 

What would YOU ask God for??   

If Solomon is being tested, one would say he passed with flying colors! 

When he replies, Solomon does not begin with his “big ask”, but rather he 

begins much as his father David’s prayer did (last week), with 

Doxology/Praise and Deference. 

“You have shown great kindness to your servant, my father David, because 

he was faithful to you and righteous and upright in heart. You have 

continued this great kindness to him and have given him a son to sit on his 

throne this very day.” 

Solomon praises God for His great kindness/steadfast love toward David, his 

father, who was faithful in turn.  David was “righteous” which does not mean 

he did everything right—no. Rather righteousness means being in “right” 

relationships—first with God, then with people, as well as with creation.  

That is the true meaning of righteousness. David is also remembered and 

commended for being “upright in heart”.   

God is also praised for giving David a son to succeed him to the throne. 

(More about that in a minute!) 

Then Solomon moves from Doxology to Deference in v. 7-8. 



7 “Now, LORD my God, you have made your servant king in place of my 

father David. But I am only a little child and do not know how to carry out 

my duties. 8 Your servant is here among the people you have chosen, a 

great people, too numerous to count or number.” 

 

Solomon is humble before God, identifying himself with the word “servant” 

at least twice.  Surely he exaggerates when he calls himself “a little child”, 

however by doing so, he acknowledges his inadequacy and total lack of 

experience governing. His inexperience of “going out/coming in” or in “how 

to carry out my duties” is an admission that he is clueless with regard to 

commanding the military. 

In v. 8-9, his reference to the people who are not only chosen but so 

immense in number that they cannot be counted, and this is a reference to 

the covenant God made with Abraham. He expresses his inadequacy to 

govern this “great people of yours”.  Is Solomon up to the task of being 

king? 

After both Doxology and Deference, reference to his own need and to God’s 

continued fidelity, “Now” Solomon gets to his “big ask”. 

9 So give your servant a discerning heart to govern your people and to 

distinguish between right and wrong.  

  

Depending on the translation one reads, Solomon asks for either “an 

understanding mind” or for “a discerning heart” in order to govern well.  In 

Hebrew, the heart NOT the mind, is the locus for decision-making.  One’s 

volition or will centers in the heart, which is also the emotional center of the 

person.  Mind and heart are not two separate entities, but one in the 

Hebrew language and cultural understanding. 

Furthermore, in Hebrew, the word translated in English meaning “to listen” 

and “to obey” is identical.  To listen implies obedience to what one has 

heard! 

When given the opportunity to ask anything of God, Solomon might have 

made extravagant requests.  He does not.  He asks only that he be equipped 

to be a good king for the benefit of the nation. He asks nothing for himself!   

Solomon has “asked” well, and God is pleased.  God is so pleased that 

Solomon did NOT ask for long life, riches, and safety from enemies, that 

God grants these gifts to Solomon anyway. “Solomon exercises remarkable 



restraint in his asking and God responds with incredible generosity.  The 

double gift—of what is asked and what is not asked, anticipates the promise 

of Jesus, to his disciples:  When there is passion for God’s kingdom and 

God’s righteousness, “all these things will be yours as well”  (Matthew 

6:33)” (p.53 W. Brueggemann) 

In Jesus’ teaching, the context infers that food, drink and clothing shall be 

provided.  Not to worry.  In this context, God gives wealth and power.  The 

point is that in both contexts God’s generosity exceeds human need 

or asking.  When Solomon prays and when Jesus’ disciples pray, we may 

expect to be met with an abundance of God’s grace and gifts. 

In the OT, riches are considered an indication of divine blessing, however, 

material riches during the time of Solomon would likely look quite different 

than today.  He lived in an agrarian society, where coinage or money had 

not yet been invented.  

Riches meant an abundant harvest, protection from pestilence, and 

adequate rainfall.  These factors are largely beyond human control and 

would foster dependence upon God’s provision.  

-----This sharply contrasts with our contemporary concept of “riches”.  We 

would do well to listen to the words of Jesus ----- 

God’s generosity is beyond compare, however in v.14 there is the addition of 

a crucial condition.  “IF”!  The unrequested gifts that Solomon receives are 

his “IF”. 

What is the condition to which he must comply?  “… if you walk in obedience 

to me and keep my decrees and commands as David your father did, I will 

give you a long life.”  

At this point Solomon’s alarm clock rings. He awakens.  It was a dream!  

Surely God has addressed him.  Now reassured, Solomon responds in two 

ways: with worship and with a feast shared with all his servants. 

There are of course, countless things a person might ask for, particularly a 

king given the responsibilities that Solomon is assuming.  This is a great 

prayer for anyone in leadership, and a prayer we might pray on behalf of 

those who govern. 

Solomon, like his father David before him, is a flawed human being and an 

imperfect monarch. “ Solomon showed his love for the LORD by 

walking according to the instructions given him by his father David” (v.3).  

He begins his rule with good intentions.  While Solomon does complete the 



building of the temple in Jerusalem, he begins to act in ways that are 

contrary to God’s express commands.  In addition to killing off his rivals, he 

marries the daughter of Pharaoh, Israel’s arch enemy. While this may have 

solidified a political alliance, it was contrary to God’s instructions.  

In this passage, there is mention of Solomon worshipping and offering 

sacrifices in Gibeon’s “high places”.  These “high places” were typically 

locations of pagan worship.  Israel had been warned against marrying 

foreign wives, because of this very thing:  the influence of foreign wives and 

their pagan religions. 

As his reign progressed Solomon became more preoccupied with the 

secondary blessings God gave him—wealth and the accumulation of it, and 

less interested in the pursuit of a relationship with the God of steadfast love 

and faithfulness. 

What are the takeaways for us? 

Is God a celestial Santa Claus or genie—one who bestows gifts at the ready 

for the asking?  I think not.  

Rather, just as God desired a mutual relationship with Solomon, God desires 

the same with us.  With Solomon the OT Covenant was in force.  Now, we 

have a new covenant—a relationship not dependent on ongoing sacrifices 

but in the total sufficiency of the life, death and resurrection of Jesus Christ.  

This is what we commemorate today in the sacrament of Communion. 

 

God DOES want to give us the desires of our hearts…so what is the condition 

of your heart?  What is your heart’s desire?   

The Psalmist encourages us: “Take delight in the LORD, and he will give you 

the desires of your heart.”  (Psalm 37:5) 

Jesus assures us that if we seek God’s Kingdom and make that our first 

priority, that all the things we worry about—food, shelter, clothing—will be 

provided by our heavenly Father.  Jesus said: 

“Ask and it will be given to you; seek and you will find; knock and the door 

will be opened to you. For everyone who asks receives; the one who seeks 

finds; and to the one who knocks, the door will be opened.” 

“This is the confidence we have in approaching God: that if we ask anything 

according to his will, he hears us.”(I John 5:14 NIV) 



“If any of you lacks wisdom, you should ask God, who gives generously to 

all without finding fault, and it will be given to you.”  (James 1:5) 
 

Billy Graham said, “Heaven is full of answers to prayers for which no one 

ever bothered to ask.”  
 

What are we waiting for?  May we learn from Solomon’s example. May we 
ask for wisdom for our leaders as well as for ourselves, in order that we 

might do God’s will.   Let us pray…. 
 

 

 

 


