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Church, You’ve Got Mail:                                 Rev. Lynell M. Caudillo 
Letter to Thyatira - Finding A Moral Compass        January 31, 2021 
 
Psalm 1, Revelation 2:18-29 
1Blessed is the one who does not walk in step with the wicked 
or stand in the way that sinners take, or sit in the company of mockers, 
2but whose delight is in the law of the LORD, 
and who meditates on his law day and night. 
3That person is like a tree planted by streams of water, which yields its fruit in season and 
whose leaf does not wither--whatever they do prospers. 
4Not so the wicked! 
They are like chaff that the wind blows away. 
5Therefore the wicked will not stand in the judgment, 
nor sinners in the assembly of the righteous. 
6For the LORD watches over the way of the righteous, 
but the way of the wicked leads to destruction. 
 
INTRODUCTION—before Scripture is read: 
Today’s letter is addressed to the church in Thyatira.  You may recall that when the 
Apostle Paul was on one of his mission trips, and staying in Philippi, he met a woman 
named Lydia who was originally from this city of Thyatira.  In Acts 16 we read this: 
13On the Sabbath we went outside the city gate to the river, where we expected to find a 
place of prayer.  We sat down and began to speak to the women who had gathered there.  
14One of those listening was a woman from the city of Thyatira named Lydia, a dealer in 
purple cloth.  She was a worshiper of God.  The Lord opened her heart to respond to Paul’s 
message.  15When she and the members of her household were baptized, she invited us to 
her home.  “If you consider me a believer in the Lord,” she said, “come and stay at my 
house.” And she persuaded us. 
 
While the origins of the church in Thyatira is unknown, one wonders if perhaps Lydia 
traveled back to her hometown and witnessed there to her faith in Christ.  
 
Revelation 2:18-29 
18“To the angel of the church in Thyatira write: 
These are the words of the Son of God, whose eyes are like blazing fire and whose feet 
are like burnished bronze.  19I know your deeds, your love and faith, your service and 
perseverance, and that you are now doing more than you did at first. 
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20Nevertheless, I have this against you: You tolerate that woman Jezebel, who calls herself 
a prophet.  By her teaching she misleads my servants into sexual immorality and the 
eating of food sacrificed to idols.  21I have given her time to repent of her immorality, but 
she is unwilling.  22So I will cast her on a bed of suffering, and I will make those who commit 
adultery with her suffer intensely, unless they repent of her ways.  23I will strike her 
children dead.  Then all the churches will know that I am he who searches hearts and 
minds, and I will repay each of you according to your deeds. 
24Now I say to the rest of you in Thyatira, to you who do not hold to her teaching and have 
not learned Satan’s so-called deep secrets, ‘I will not impose any other burden on you, 
25except to hold on to what you have until I come.’ 
26To the one who is victorious and does my will to the end, I will give authority over the 
nations—27that one ‘will rule them with an iron scepter and will dash them to pieces like 
pottery’—just as I have received authority from my Father.  28I will also give that one the 
morning star.  29Whoever has ears, let them hear what the Spirit says to the churches. 
 
PRAY 
 
“Hello, my name is Beth and I’m an alcoholic.”  
That is how the meeting started.  Everyone in the circle then greeted Beth, and so it went 
around the room.  Each person introducing themselves by their first name, along with the 
admission of their addiction.  Visitors were also greeted.  My friend had invited me, as she 
was receiving a “coin”/award for a year of sobriety.  It was a BIG deal. 
 
Then the twelve steps were recited.  Although I was familiar with these, I was impressed 
again.  Step #4 is: “I will make a searching and fearless moral inventory of myself”. 
Perhaps if these steps had been followed in the early church, they might have avoided 
some of the problems in which they find themselves.  
 
By now you may be recognizing some common threads that are running through these 
letters to these churches.  Because all of them are in the same general area of the Roman 
empire, they are experiencing some of the same difficulties and challenges.  But each 
church and each city are unique. 
 
Thyatira is a smaller city than the previous three.  Apollo is its patron deity and Helios; the 
sun god is also worshipped here in addition - of course - to the imperial cult or Emperor 
worship. 
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Jesus - who is the author and writer of each letter - reminds the recipients of who he is 
(v.18): “the Son of God, whose eyes are like a blazing fire and whose feet are burnished 
bronze.”  Jesus is reminding them of his uniqueness, his purity and holiness.  He alone 
“sees” and “knows” them.  As such, Christ alone is a worthy judge of the church and of 
humankind! 
 
First, Jesus commends this church.  They have done well!  Jesus “knows” them.  This is an 
intimate knowledge that goes beyond the superficial.  Jesus knows their deeds, their love, 
their faith, and their perseverance!  That is an amazing quartet of qualities that are to 
their credit!  
 
Jesus goes on to say, he noticed improvement: they are “now doing more than they did 
at first”. (v.19)  In other words, they have demonstrated growth as a church.  How 
awesome is that?  
 
But how is growth measured?  More converts?  More programs and activities? More 
service offered to the community?  Or is spiritual growth measured in deeper faith, more 
frequent and fervent prayer, and greater obedience in the face of opposition?  It might in 
fact, be that growth is evidenced in all of these.  
 
BUT… Jesus says…“Nevertheless, I have this against you…!” 
The health of the church is in jeopardy.  Unlike the church in Pergamum, which was our 
focus last week, the church in Thyatira has not only tolerated evil, they have also allowed 
it to infiltrate their ranks in the person or party of “Jezebel”.  Whether this is an individual 
or a group, is not clear.  She becomes an archetype for all that is wrong in this church.  We 
can learn the nature of the threat by familiarizing ourselves with the OT story of Jezebel 
in I Kings 16-21. 
 
Jezebel, a Phoenician princess, who became the wife of Ahab, King of the northern 
Kingdom of Israel.  She was a worshipper of Baal, and a priestess of Astarte (a goddess of 
fertility, sex, love, and war).  Both were pagan religions that were in opposition to the 
worship of Yahweh, the God of Israel.  Under Jezebel’s influence, the worship of Baal 
proliferated, and the worship of Yahweh was systematically purged, as she ordered the 
killing of hundreds of priests of Yahweh.  The ultimate showdown came Elijah challenged 
the prophets of Baal at Mt. Carmel, to see which god, Yahweh or Baal, would burn a bull 
sacrifice on an altar.  Yahweh won the day, but the battle between good and evil and the 
ongoing issue of competing religions continued. 
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So here in Thyatira, “Jezebel” and those under her influence, are blatantly engaging in 
sexual immorality and claiming to possess “deep secrets”, as they engage in idolatrous 
worship of local gods/goddesses.  
 
What complicates this situation further, is that this city is known for its commerce.  
Craftspeople have organized themselves into trade guilds or associations like today’s 
unions.  For instance, there were guilds for every trade imaginable:  bakers, weavers, 
dyers of cloth like Lydia, metal workers, and more.   
 
It was common practice that guild meetings included consuming a meal dedicated to the 
guild’s patron deity - the equivalent of eating food offered to idols.  This presents a 
significant conflict of interest for a Christian.  To make a living as a successful merchant or 
tradesperson, one was expected to participate in guild activities.  Failure to do so, would 
have a detrimental impact on one’s ability to earn a living.  So, if one’s livelihood and 
ability to provide for one’s family is on the line, one might indeed be tempted to 
participate in guild activities and thereby compromise ones’ Christian faith. 
 
What a dilemma!  This church has so much going for it: its deeds, its faith, 
hope/perseverance, and love.  Some of these equalities were severely lacking in the 
recipients of the previous letters.  This church has demonstrated significant growth, even 
in an antagonistic climate.  Somehow it has allowed a near hostile take-over, or a 
compromise with the culture that is threatening its’ very existence.  What is the 
appropriate response?  If you and I were members of the church in Thyatira, how could 
we turn the tide? 
 
REPENT! (v.21-22) Change your mind, your direction.  Turn away from evil and turn 
toward the God who loves you!  The leadership of this faction are refusing, though the 
window is not yet closing on this call to repent.  Those who have fallen under the influence 
of Jezebel are also called to repent.  Those who have remained faithful, are called “to hold 
on to what you have until I[Christ] come[s].’” 
 
There was quite a mix-up at the Duke University Hospitals in Raleigh and Durham, North 
Carolina.  Sometime in November 2004, maintenance workers had drained hydraulic fluid 
from the hospital elevators into empty detergent drums.  The problem?  They did not 
dispose of the drums.  Through a strange series of events, the drums were mistakenly 
redistributed to those who cleaned surgical instruments!  It took two months and 3,800 
surgeries before anyone figured out something was wrong. 
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The biggest question is, what kind of damage has been done to the patients?  No one was 
sure!  The hospital's head honcho assured the public, "We want to give people the 
message that we care about our patients," and no doubt they did.  But given this scenario, 
they became a threat to their patients, despite how much they cared. (Associated Press, 
6-5-2005) 
 
A church careless about holiness is like that!  We may care about people, but we can put 
them in danger, nonetheless.  It is not enough to share the good news with the lost; we 
must also be sure we act in holy ways and teach holiness as a way of life, lest we cause 
harm.  This is part of the problem in Thyatira. 
 
To put a finer point on the issue in Thyatira: The believers then and for us now, we need 
to live into our sanctification.  You might well ask: What does that mean?  Good question!  
By nature, God alone is holy.  It is what makes God, God!  
 
If “justification” is coming into a right relationship with a holy God, it is the first step 
toward salvation.  God takes that first step through Christ’s death on the cross.  We 
become right with God - our sins forgiven - when we accept this gift.  (Romans 5:1). All of 
this is a pure gift, all of it accomplished by God in Christ.  It is gift for us to receive.  It is 
not earned or deserved.  Sanctification is somewhat different!  It is the process which 
follows, of our becoming sanctified or holy.   
 
That does NOT mean that we become sinless.  Nice try, not going to happen. 
Holy means “set apart” for God’s purpose.  Sanctification is a process in which we 
cooperate with God’s Holy Spirit, so that we are transformed - gradually, bit by bit, into 
the image of Jesus, God’s son.  We will bear the family resemblance, we will demonstrate 
more and more, the character of Christ.  These are evident NOT in some “holier than 
thou” attitudes or “super-righteousness” but rather in the fruits of the Holy Spirit as 
outlined by Paul in Galatians 5:22-23. 
“…the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, forbearance, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, 
gentleness and self-control.  Against such things there is no law. 
Through maintaining a lively connection with Christ who is the vine, we who are the 
branches will bear much fruit. (John 14).  It is our intention, our conscious choice to remain 
connected to Christ, so that the Spirit can produce this fruit in our lives.  Furthermore, this 
fruit is obvious to everyone!  
Jesus said: 15“Watch out for false prophets.  They come to you in sheep’s clothing, but 
inwardly they are ferocious wolves.  16By their fruit you will recognize them.  Do people 
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pick grapes from thornbushes, or figs from thistles?  17Likewise, every good tree bears 
good fruit, but a bad tree bears bad fruit.  18A good tree cannot bear bad fruit, and a bad 
tree cannot bear good fruit.  19Every tree that does not bear good fruit is cut down and 
thrown into the fire.  20Thus, by their fruit you will recognize them.  (Matthew 7:15-20) 
 
The believers in Thyatira failed to heed this word of warning.  Clearly those who followed 
the lead of Jezebel were not bearing “good fruit”.  They had lost their moral compass.  
They were allowing the evil one to influence/control/dictate their thoughts and their 
actions, not the Spirit of God. 
 
Holiness is neither a feeling nor an experience, but a manner of life which expresses the 
character of Christlikeness, demonstrated in our attitudes and actions. Sanctification is 
the life-long process by which we cooperate with God’s Spirit in this transformation.  We 
are works in progress!  We never are fully and completely matured as believers, until the 
time we meet the Savior face to face!   
 
Like Step #4 in the Twelve Steps of AA, it is a good time to take spiritual inventory, both 
personally and corporately. 
What a kind of fruit is evident in my life?  In the life of Calvary? 
What am I doing - what are we doing - to maintain a vital connection with Christ? 
Our CE team offers a variety of studies, devotionals, opportunities to grow spiritually.  Are 
you taking advantage of those? 
 
Jesus taught us to pray for “daily bread”, both for our physical growth, also for our 
spiritual growth.  How is your diet?  You do not eat just once a week do you, relying only 
on Sunday worship to sustain you and help you grow? 
 
The way to avoid the problem of the church in Thyatira is to stay vitally connected to 
Jesus, so that our lives bear the fruit of the Spirit.  May it be so! 
 
Let us Pray… 


