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Isaiah 42:1-9 and Matthew 3:1-2, 13-17                   January 23, 2022 
 
Isaiah 42:1-9 
“Here is my servant, whom I uphold, my chosen one in whom I delight;  
I will put my Spirit on him, and he will bring justice to the nations.  
He will not shout or cry out, or raise his voice in the streets, 3A bruised reed he will not 
break, and a smoldering wick he will not snuff out. In faithfulness he will bring forth 
justice; 4he will not falter or be discouraged till he establishes justice on earth. In his 
teaching the islands will put their hope.” 
5This is what God the LORD says—the Creator of the heavens, who stretches them out, 
who spreads out the earth with all that springs from it, who gives breath to its people, 
and life to those who walk on it: 6“I, the LORD, have called you in righteousness; I will take 
hold of your hand.  I will keep you and will make you to be a covenant for the people and 
a light for the Gentiles, 7to open eyes that are blind, to free captives from prison and to 
release from the dungeon those who sit in darkness. 
8“I am the LORD; that is my name!  I will not yield my glory to another or my praise to idols.  
9See, the former things have taken place, and new things I declare; before they spring into 
being I announce them to you.” 
 
Matthew 3:1-2, 13-17       In those days John the Baptist came, preaching in the wilderness 
of Judea 2and saying, “Repent, for the kingdom of heaven has come near.” 
13Then Jesus came from Galilee to the Jordan to be baptized by John.  14But John tried to 
deter him, saying, “I need to be baptized by you, and do you come to me?” 
15Jesus replied, “Let it be so now; it is proper for us to do this to fulfill all righteousness.”  
Then John consented. 
16As soon as Jesus was baptized, he went up out of the water.  At that moment heaven 
was opened, and he saw the Spirit of God descending like a dove and alighting on him.  
17And a voice from heaven said, “This is my Son, whom I love; with him I am well pleased.” 
 
PRAY 
 
Since our focus is on Jesus’ baptism, I have relocated our font, front, and center.  I am 
pouring water into it as a reminder of our own baptisms.  If we were theologically correct, 
the font would be located at the entrance to our worship space.  Why? Let’s find out…! 
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The gospels of Matthew (Ch 3) and Mark (1:1-11) and Luke (3) all tie Jesus’ baptism to the 
ministry of John the Baptist.  During Advent we recalled the miraculous events 
surrounding the birth of John to Zechariah and Elizabeth.  They were informed by the 
angel Gabriel that John would play a special role in the life of Israel.  The prophets had 
been silent for 400 years, and John represents the link between the OT prophets and 
coming of Jesus, the One Promised, the Messiah. 
 
Here the public ministry of John paves the way for Jesus’ own ministry.  John acts as a 
physical signpost, literally pointing the people to Jesus as the One for whom the people 
of Israel had been waiting for centuries!  He’s here!  John’s message was simple: “Repent 
and be baptized.” 
 
It should be noted that Jews had similar ritual cleansings which were practiced for various 
reasons.  If a person came to the Jewish faith from a “no faith” or from a cult, they 
underwent a washing, a “rite of purification” or “cleansing” from idolatry. 
John introduces baptism - immersion in the river - as a ritual with similar meaning.  John 
calls people to repentance (3:2, 8,11). 
 
We tend to think of “repentance” as being sorry for one’s sins, shortcomings, etc.  
However, to repent means to change one’s mind, to turn around.  To repent means to do 
an about face - a “180”; to turn away from or abandon our self-centered ways, and turn 
toward God and center our lives in Christ. 
 
In other words, John’s teaching implies that this outer act of baptism, symbolizes an inner 
change which is evident in “fruits” – that is clear, obvious to anyone, in changed behavior.  
Without the corresponding change in behavior, it would cast doubt on the veracity of the 
individual’s commitment.   
 
John is attracting a lot of attention; people are flocking to him, including the “good” 
religious leaders, the Sadducees, and Pharisees.  He is a persuasive preacher, who 
fearlessly confronts the religious leaders of the day with their hypocrisy, warning them 
that Jesus will inaugurate a time of reckoning. (Matthew 3:7-12) 
 
John also expresses humility - “I baptize you with water for repentance.  But after me 
comes one who is more powerful than I, whose sandals I am not worthy to carry.  He will 
baptize you with the Holy Spirit and fire” (Matthew 3:11).  John is as clear about his role, 
and the role and mission of Jesus! 



3 
 

Last week I spoke about Jesus’ divine and human natures, which are evident here in this 
passage also.  One British professor of Systematic Theology, Dr. Colin Brown, was 
lecturing on this topic.  He attempted to comment on contemporary culture. He 
compared Jesus to the Marvel comic character, the Incredible Hulk.  Scientist/physician 
Dr. David Banner is exposed to an overdose of gamma radiation, which has the effect of 
transforming Dr. Banner in to a “huge, savage, incredibly strong, green-skinned 
humanoid” when he is angered or under stress.   
 
As the “Hulk”, he performs super-human acts of strength and rescue, only to devolve back 
into his human self after the effect wears off.  Dr. Brown likened this to the dual natures 
of Christ - his humanity and divinity-residing in the same person.  You may recall however, 
that when this transformation was taking place on screen, the Banner’s clothing would 
split its seams and shred as his muscles quadrupled in size.  To this, Dr. Brown in his 
reserved British humor commented: “One wonders how he kept is britches on!”  Indeed! 
(This is an imperfect analogy, but you get the idea…!) 
 
We believe that Jesus’ embodies both a divine and a human nature.  In his humanness, 
Jesus identifies with us completely.  Jesus knows all our struggles, temptations, joys, 
sorrows.  BUT Jesus remains without sin.  According to Hebrews 4:15: “For we do not have 
a high priest who cannot sympathize with our weaknesses, but One who has been 
tempted in all things as we are, yet without sin.” 
 
John needs a little convincing that he should baptize Jesus! (Matthew 3:13-15) 
If Jesus is without sin, why did Jesus submit to baptism?? 
 
First, Jesus’ role is to model for us what a perfectly obedient relationship to God looks 
like.  He submits to baptism as an act of obedience. 
 
Second, through Jesus’ obedience, God confirms his identity as God’s “Beloved Son” - for 
all to hear.  Furthermore, God bestows on Jesus the gift and presence of the Holy Spirit - 
in the form of the dove - for all to see.  These function as Jesus’ commissioning for the 
ministry that God has intended for him as the Promised Messiah.  (Note the presence of 
the Holy Trinity in this passage: Voice of Father, Dove/Spirit, and the Son.) 
 
Third, Jesus’ baptism is a graphic portrayal of the incarnation, the “God-with-us”. Jesus is 
the fullness of God wrapped in human flesh.  God’s descent into our humanity is complete 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Hebrews%204%3A15&version=NASB1995
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in baptism.  Jesus demonstrates for us how we become daughters and sons of God.  By 
going deep under the waters of baptism, we die to ourselves, and rise to new life in Christ.  
 
From his baptism to his crucifixion, Jesus stays low, at our level, identifying with us at 
every point, becoming completely as one with us in his humanity, as he is one with God 
in his divinity.   
 
When Rob and I were first married, we were both fulltime graduate students and both 
working parttime jobs.  One evening Rob dropped me off at church for a meeting while 
he went on to the laundromat.  Later he picked me up and he was unusually quiet as we 
drove home.  I began to worry: What have I done?  Is he mad?  What did I do?  Etc.  My 
worst-case scenario: Does he want a divorce??   
 
Finally, Rob spoke: “Something happened at the laundromat…there was an ink pen in the 
dryer with the load of whites…!”  Everything - sheets, towels, and some of his white T 
shirts - were streaked with blue ink!  Not just sprinkled, but huge streaks of blue.    
 
I was so relieved!  This was a problem I could do something about.  Or could I?/ or so I 
thought!   
 
We tried everything - soaking the inked items in bleach, which only turned the blue ink a 
nice rust color!  We tried commercial spot removers, etc.  Nothing helped.  Nothing.  (We 
continued to use the sheets and towels, had to replace his T shirts!) We learned to live 
with the stains! 
 
Friends, the truth of it is, all our lives are “stained” by sin, and there is nothing – nothing 
- we can do to remove it.  That’s the bad news.  
 
But here is good news: “But when the kindness and love of God our Savior appeared, 5he 
saved us, not because of righteous things we had done, but because of his mercy.  God 
saved us through the washing of rebirth and renewal by the Holy Spirit, 6whom he 
poured out on us generously through Jesus Christ our Savior….” Titus 3:4 
 
Do you hear that?  The same Father, Son and Holy Spirit present at Jesus’ baptism is 
present at ours!   So… 
22let us draw near to God with a sincere heart and with the full assurance that faith 
brings, having our hearts sprinkled to cleanse us from a guilty conscience and having 
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our bodies washed with pure water.  23Let us hold unswervingly to the hope we profess, 
for the One who promise, is faithful.  Hebrews 10:22-23 
 
How many of you remember your own baptism?   
I do not.  I was baptized as an infant, during worship in Grace Methodist Church in Fresno, 
California.  I remember being present years later when Rob (my husband) was baptized 
as a college student.  (We were friends then, not even dating!)  As a pastor I have baptized 
people of all ages - in swimming pools, in a river, and in various sanctuaries, some with 
baptismal pools where immersion was the “method” as well as by “sprinkling” water from 
a font such as this one.  
 
Whether or not we have a memory of our baptism, God remembers! 
Whether or not we were immersed/sprinkled or whatever…the method or “how” of 
baptism may differ but… the meaning/significance of the event is the same.  
 
Baptism signifies the faithfulness of God who loves us even before we return that love.  
In other words, God takes the initiative.  “We love, because God first loved us.”  We do 
not choose God, God choses us!  Hence, the font should be placed at the entrance to our 
worship space, for baptism symbolizes our initiation/entrance into the family of God! 
 
Baptism signifies the washing away of sin, being born anew and adopted into God’s 
forever family, being “sealed”/”marked by and filled” with God’s Spirit.   
Baptism is the outer sign of an inner spiritual reality: that we belong to God, that we are 
loved unconditionally, beyond our wildest imaginings and that we are united with the 
body of Christ, the church.   
Baptism overcomes barriers of race, gender, status, age, nationality, history, as we 
become one in Christ!  (Explanation of baptism from Book of Order, Worship 2.3) 
 
It’s as easy as A-B-C: Admit you are sinner in need of God’s grace.  Believe in Christ as Lord 
and Savior.  Commit your life to Christ and be Baptized.  If you want to take this step, 
please talk to me today! 
 
Friends, believe this good news: You are God’s beloved sons and daughters!   
 
Halleluia! Amen! 


