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It Takes a Family                                                      Rev. Lynell M. Caudillo 
Isaiah 11: 1-6, Luke 2: 39-52                              January 16, 2021 
 
Introduction: 
 
Last week Pastor Amy focused on the people and events that occurred on the 
eighth day of Jesus’ earthly life, when Mary and Joseph took him to the temple, in 
keeping with the requirement of the Torah/Law of Moses, for “every firstborn male 
to be consecrated to the Lord” and a sacrifice was offered. (Luke 2:22-24) 
 
Time passes.  Fast forward twelve years!   
All the Gospel writers are silent about Jesus’ childhood, until this event which Luke 
recaps for us in v. 41-51.  But note, that v. 40 and v.52 are like bookends, which 
surround this episode.  These two verses are almost identical.  So, let’s listen and 
give our attention to God’s Word…. 
 
A shoot will come up from the stump of Jesse; from his roots a Branch will bear 
fruit. 
2The Spirit of the LORD will rest on him—the Spirit of wisdom and of understanding, 
the Spirit of counsel and of might, the Spirit of the knowledge and fear of the LORD—
3and he will delight in the fear of the LORD. 
He will not judge by what he sees with his eyes, or decide by what he hears with 
his ears; 4but with righteousness he will judge the needy, with justice he will give 
decisions for the poor of the earth.  He will strike the earth with the rod of his 
mouth; with the breath of his lips he will slay the wicked.  5Righteousness will be 
his belt and faithfulness the sash around his waist. 
6The wolf will live with the lamb, the leopard will lie down with the goat, the calf 
and the lion and the yearling together; and a little child will lead them. 
 
Luke 2:39-52   39When Joseph and Mary had done everything required by the Law 
of the Lord, they returned to Galilee to their own town of Nazareth.  40And the child 
grew and became strong; he was filled with wisdom, and the grace of God was on 
him. 
41Every year Jesus’ parents went to Jerusalem for the Festival of the Passover.  
42When he was twelve years old, they went up to the festival, according to the 
custom.  43After the festival was over, while his parents were returning home, the 
boy Jesus stayed behind in Jerusalem, but they were unaware of it.  44Thinking he 
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was in their company, they traveled on for a day.  Then they began looking for him 
among their relatives and friends.  45When they did not find him, they went back to 
Jerusalem to look for him.  46After three days they found him in the temple courts, 
sitting among the teachers, listening to them and asking them questions.  
47Everyone who heard him was amazed at his understanding and his answers.  
48When his parents saw him, they were astonished.  His mother said to him, “Son, 
why have you treated us like this?  Your father and I have been anxiously searching 
for you.” 
49“Why were you searching for me?” he asked.  “Didn’t you know I had to be in my 
Father’s house?”  50But they did not understand what he was saying to them. 
51Then he went down to Nazareth with them and was obedient to them.  But his 
mother treasured all these things in her heart.  52And Jesus grew in wisdom and 
stature, and in favor with God and man. 
 
PRAY 
 
Home Alone--Perhaps it has now become a “classic” Christmas movie. 
The basic plot is as follows: 
The McCallister family - two adult brothers, their wives, and offspring - gather at 
the suburban Chicago home of Peter and his wife Kate, in anticipation of flying to 
Paris to spend Christmas with a third brother.  When eight-year-old Kevin, (their 
youngest) argues with his older brother Buzz, Kevin is sent to the third-floor 
bedroom.  Once there, he wishes his family would disappear.  During the night, a 
power outage resets the alarm clocks and causes the family to oversleep.  In the 
confusion and rush to reach the airport on time, Kevin is left behind.  But the family 
does not realize it until they are already airborne.  Once in Paris, Kevin's mother 
and father desperately try to book a flight home.  Much comedy ensues in both 
their efforts to get home, and in Kevin's efforts to manage on his own, as well as 
his crazy antics to ward off two bungling burglars. 
 
In our passage today, a similar situation occurs.  Jesus, along with his immediate 
and extended family, go to Jerusalem for Passover, a weeklong feast and religious 
observance.  Jesus gets left behind.  Or does he?  Attendance at such a festival 
would be a significant event in the life of a Jewish family, and attendance by all 
adult males was required.  Luke notes that Jesus’ family went every year.  This 
means that by this, his twelfth Passover, Jesus would very likely be familiar with the 
liturgy of the Passover meal, as it was celebrated then.   
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The purpose of Passover was to remember and celebrate God’s saving action on 
behalf of the people of Israel while enslaved in Egypt.  They recall God’s deliverance 
that occurred when the shed blood of the unblemished lamb, was painted on the 
door frames of their homes, so the angel of death would “passover” and spare their 
lives.   
 
Each year during the Passover meal, the youngest male child ask:  
“What does this meal mean?”  
To which the oldest male adult responds:   
“We remember God’s redemption, how God delivered our ancestors out of slavery 
and brought them to freedom.  We celebrate the mighty power of God!” 
 
Participation in each of the three annual Jewish festivals was integral to instructing 
one’s children in the Jewish faith.  As devout Jews, Mary and Joseph, honored 
tradition, teaching Jesus about their faith.  For example, it would have been 
common practice for families to sing the psalms as they walked on their way to the 
Holy City; a perfect way to memorize scripture, through worship songs! 
 
When the festival is over, naturally the family returns home.  It was a long day’s 
journey - between 20-25 miles on foot.  As the adults, aunts and uncles, siblings 
and cousins walked along, it would be easy to become spread out in various groups 
along the road.  In such a culture, all the adults kept an eye out for all the children.  
For Mary and Joseph, it would be safe to assume that Jesus was with his cousins, in 
another group, well looked after by the other grownups, just as they would keep 
an eye on their nieces and nephews. 
 
But when the families gather at the end of the day, they realize Jesus is not there! 
Jesus has been left behind! 
 
I don’t know if you have ever “lost” a child, but it would be natural for panic to set 
in rather quickly.  The following morning, no doubt quite early and after a sleepless 
night, Mary and Joseph head back to Jerusalem.  After another day of searching, 
they discover Jesus in the temple courts, “sitting among the teachers”, “listening” 
and “asking questions”.  
 
Let’s try to put ourselves in the sandals of Mary or Joseph: After a sleepless night 
and exhausting return trip, they are tired.  They are worried.  They are frantic to 
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find their son. Then, upon locating Jesus, there is a sense of relief, but also 
exasperation, right? 
 
Luke says there were “astonished”! 
Mary asks: “Son, why have you treated us like this??  Your father and I have been 
anxiously searching for you.” (v.48) 
 
I’m not sure what they expected.  There wasn’t a skate park, video game arcade, or 
playground in town.  A marketplace?  Sure.  But Jesus had no money, no reason to 
go there.  They are perplexed.  Why did Jesus go to the temple?? 
 
Implicit in Jesus’ response is the question: Why wouldn’t I be in the temple? 
Jesus was not surprised that his parents were looking for him.  He is surprised that 
they did not know where to find him!   
V.49 “Didn’t you know I had to be in my Father’s house?” 
 
This passage is one among many that highlight for us Jesus’ dual nature: Both his 
divinity and his humanity.  Certainly, Jesus’ divinity is evident in the birth narratives, 
Jesus’ miraculous conception, the angelic appearances to Mary, to Joseph, to the 
shepherds, and so on.   
 
In this narrative we get a window - a snapshot - if you will, of Jesus’ spiritual 
development as he begins to understand his identity as the Son of God (his divinity), 
while at the same time, we see his growing maturity as a Jewish man (his 
humanity).   
 
Luke portrays Jesus’ subtle but growing sense of two loyalties.  Jesus loves and 
obeys his human parents (v.51) while at the same time he is developing a stronger 
understanding of his relationship to God as his heavenly Father (v. 49, mention of 
being in his “Father’s house”, a reference to the Temple).   
 
In ancient Jewish culture, a boy was a child at age 12, and a man at age 13.  There 
was no prolonged time between childhood and adulthood, known to us as “teens”.  
Upon finding Jesus, Mary puts him in his place by calling him “child”, (transl. “son” 
in NIV).  By so doing, she reinforces that she and Joseph are the parents!  Jesus 
wasn’t acting his age!  He didn’t seem to know that his proper place was at home, 
not sitting at the feet of the rabbis!  While Jesus has a growing sense of his mission 
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and purpose as God’s Son, he willingly – obediently - submits to their loving 
authority and returns home with them.  
 
Luke adds: Mary “treasured all these things in her heart” (v.51).  Previously (v.19) 
Mary had “pondered…in her heart” the events surrounding Jesus’ birth and all that 
the shepherds reported during their visit.  We too would do well to take time to 
ponder…to reflect…to muse on what God is doing in our lives and in our world.  The 
Grk. word (diaterein) means “kept”- Mary “kept” all of these things in her heart.  
While God’s ways may be perplexing and we do not always understand them, we 
can “keep” them, as Mary did, trusting that God’s purposes will be revealed in 
God’s time.  It is a matter of trust.  As a young virgin, Mary trusted God.  As a mother 
of a twelve-year-old, Mary continues to trust in the inscrutable ways of God!   
 
You heard it before: “If all else fails, read the instructions”?!  
I daresay Mary, along with every parent I’ve ever known, would give almost 
anything to have an instruction manual for how to raise children to become well-
adjusted, spiritually mature adults!!    
 
In as much as parents are the first teacher in their child’s lives, my own children 
have taught me a great deal - about relationships, and yes, even about spirituality!  
 
The perplexing profession of parenting is complicated by the fact that each child is 
unique.  Each one grows and develops at his/her own pace.  While certain aspects 
of child development are predictable, I daresay that life today is more complicated 
than when Mary and Joseph were parenting.  In addition, family configurations are 
more challenging today than ever.   
 
The good news is this: Jesus himself acknowledges and affirms that he has a 
relationship with God, his heavenly Father (this is his divine/spiritual nature), while 
at the same time he acknowledges and respects his earthly parents and submits to 
their authority.   
 
In the society in which Jesus lived, family was not just those to whom one was 
related by blood.  Family were Jews, those who were of the larger “tribe”, if you 
will, and in this case those who also share the same religious practices and heritage. 
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All families are a random collection of flawed human beings - which is another way 
of saying, all of us are sinners in need of God’s love and grace.  Therefore, we should 
not be surprised when all our families experience some degree of dysfunction.  It is 
part of being human! 
 
But there is more good news: 
God chose to send Jesus-Immanuel, “God-with-us” to “be-with-us” in our families. 
That means the family can be a place where we learn about our identity - not only 
our ancestry, but our identity in Christ.  Jesus learned of his Jewish heritage in his 
family of origin.   
 
In addition, we may choose to affiliate with a church family.  Here we have the joy 
and privilege of sharing faith and life with one another.  Here we learn about our 
identity in Christ and about belonging to the Family of God, here we are all siblings 
in Christ. 
 
You’ve never heard of Deborah Tremblay, Darlene Martin, Lloyd Hovland, Jack 
Hannah. Jack Warren, or Kathy Tyson.  All of them were part of my “tribe” at Calvary 
Presbyterian Church in Fresno California where I grew up.  All of them were Sunday 
school teachers or leaders of the youth group.  All of them spoke good news into 
my life, prayed for me, supported, and encouraged me during college and 
seminary.  They listened with me, prayed for me, and confirmed God’s call on my 
life to ordained ministry.   
 
Did I say they prayed for me?  While I was raised by a single mom (herself, an only 
child!) these folks were my spiritual family who provided a safe, affirming 
environment in which I could ask questions, grow, and develop. 
 
Earlier this week I heard an interview with the Surgeon General of California, Dr. 
Nadine Burke Harris.*  The interview focused on the impact of stress on our 
children and teens, during the pandemic.  You and I have certainly experienced 
pandemic induced stress, and our children are not exempt. 
 
Dr. Harris referred to a sizeable study by the CDC, on what is called “Adverse 
Childhood Experiences” (ACEs) and their long-term impact on the physical and 
mental development of children/youth.  You might ask what are some ACEs? 
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Ten categories were identified, among them: emotional, physical and or sexual 
abuse, emotional or physical neglect and household dysfunction…domestic 
violence, exposure to substance abuse, mental illness, parental separation or 
divorce or the incarceration of a household member.  Because of social distancing 
and isolation caused by the pandemic, many of these issues have only been 
exacerbated. 
 
That is a sobering list!  Because children’s brains are still developing, the impact of 
these events can be significant.  In some cases, it can lead to the development of 
depression, anxiety, increased substance abuse, and suicide, etc. 
 
However, Dr. Harris also had good news!  Because children have “neuroplasticity” 
(i.e., growing brains), interventions can bring healing and help them develop in 
healthier ways.  It seems that one of the essential ingredients is “providing safe, 
stable and nurturing relationships and environments”. 
 
Friends, that is what we, as a church family, have to offer!   
 
Lest we think that Jesus was exempt from “adverse childhood experiences”, let us 
be reminded that he and his parents became refugees to Egypt to escape Herod’s 
attempt to kill all males under the age of two.  Furthermore, it is generally 
understood that Joseph was considerably older than Mary, and he likely died 
sometime after this visit to Jerusalem. (There is no mention of Joseph after this, 
though Mary is mentioned numerous times and is present at the crucifixion.)  So, 
Jesus experienced the death of his earthly father as a “teen”/very young man.  In a 
male dominant culture, this would constitute the loss of a significant role model, as 
well as the loss of the father who had raised him since birth.  Even as the Son of 
God, Jesus was not exempt from “Adverse Childhood Experiences”! 
 
Friends, we have the awesome privilege of being a spiritual family - one that 
includes several single parents and children.  This means we have a responsibility 
to care for and embrace them.  Safe, stable, nurturing relationships offer support 
and encouragement to both the parents and their children.  In fact, such 
relationships can mitigate the effects of stress and can have a positive impact on 
brain development.  
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Dr. Harris went on to say: “… that's why everyone in a child and young person's 
environment needs to be aware and understand how adverse childhood 
experiences may be impacting kids. …[that includes] educators to law enforcement 
officers and the person doing the checkout at the grocery store.  Because what the 
data shows is that just as the experiences of adversity can accumulate to increase 
risk, the experiences of nurturing, buffering care add up to protect our kids.”* 
 
Friends, “it takes a village”!  Each of us has a responsibility to every child and young 
person that we know, to extend to them –and to their parent(s) - he love and 
acceptance of God, through Christ.  That, in itself, will make a difference.  We pray 
that it will also help them to know and to grow into persons of faith. 
 
May we ponder and keep these things in our hearts while we reach out in love to 
support and encourage parents and children in our church and our neighborhoods! 
 
PRAY 
 
 
 
* https://www.npr.org/2022/01/11/1072019335/the-pandemic-has-taken-a-big-
toll-on-the-mental-health-of-children 
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