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“We are to actively demonstrate thankfulness”     Pastor Cindy Ehlke 
Job 12:7-10, Mathew 5:14-16 & 7: 12-14           January 8, 2022 
 
Traditional Christmas celebrations are over at this date.  The wise men have returned 
home, the shepherds are back in the fields with their flocks, we do not see the star in the 
east.  But is Christmas over until we celebrate at the end of 2023?  It is my new 
understanding that the work of Christmas is a year-round effort.  And it is work that is for 
every level of class and economic status.  Think about it.  The wise men were the elite and 
financially well off.  The shepherds were working class people and not likely very affluent.  
Mary and Joseph were likely poor by today’s standards.  But the central uniting factor is 
that Jesus came for all people and the work of salvation does not know any boundaries.   
 
In a Courier Herald article from December 28th, there is a poem written by Howard 
Therman called “The Work of Christmas.”  A portion of it is particularly fitting for today’s 
message.  Then the work of Christmas begins:   
To find the lost,   
To heal the broken,  
To feed the hungry,   
To release the prisoner,   
To rebuild the nations,   
To bring peace among others,  
To make music in the heart.  
  
I have found the poem has helped me with a current struggle with faith.  It has to do with 
the degree of unrest and suffering in the world that seems worse than I remember.  We 
are inundated with damaging weather, increases in crime, increases in murders and a 
breakdown in trust and communication between groups of people.  It is getting to the 
point that I no longer wish to hear or read about the news as it seems each day gets worse.  
In a recent NPR Nature program, it related the struggles of animals to survive and the 
dwindling resources they face.  In another program, 60 minutes, the focus of the program 
was the scientific evidence for another mass extinction on our planet.   
 
As a pastor, I do not feel I have the resources to answer the difficult question the of why?  
Or does God hear our prayers? Notice that the poem not only addresses the difficulties 
we face, but points to actions we are to take to help alleviate problems.   
 
Where do we get the energy to tackle these problems?  The answer lies in the gift we 
have received from the birth of Christ.  He is the Messiah, and he will provide salvation 
for those who follow Him.  We are not left alone to fend for ourselves.  
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There is a particularly pertinent scripture in Job that offers encouragement.  Listen to Job 
12: 4-10.  The ultimate answer is to trust in God and His mercy.  It is helpful to realize that 
back in Job’s time, he struggled with the same questions about suffering and faith as we 
do today.  
 
Now to get practical.  How do we go about actively demonstrating our thankfulness?  A 
recent event involving our Christmas tree really has hit home.  
 
Richard and I had heard of a wonderful Christmas tree farm that is only a few miles from 
our home.  We went there and found fields of trees.  The owners trusted the customers 
to come find a tree and mark it with red tape.  We could come back closer to Christmas, 
cut the tree, and take it home.  The owners trusted their customers to put the money for 
the tree in a box attached to the barn.  We did this and in all the years we had trees this 
one was the best.  It was a noble fir, and it was so gorgeous.  It was a pleasure to enjoy it 
during the holiday.  
 
Then the time came to take it down.  After putting the decorations away, I felt a pang of 
sadness.  The tree was healthy and truly a gift from nature.  I watered the tree one last 
time.  Then it hit me.  Was this the best way to take care of God’s creation?  I imagined 
all the land that was stripped of vegetation each year.  Then we remembered the year 
that we had a tree that was planted in a pot, a living tree.   
 
At the end of Christmas, Richard planted the tree on our property.  It has thrived and now 
is nearly 30 feet tall!  A visual lesson.  We have made a promise to use live trees from now 
on.  It may be a small gesture, but consider how much vegetation could be spared if more 
of us did this?  A note of encouragement: there are charities that pick-up Christmas trees 
and recycle them.  They are also great food for goats.   
 
Now there are certainly other actions we all can take that would show active thankfulness 
and help alleviate some of our earth’s problems.  Here at Calvary, I am reminded of the 
themes from previous Vacation Bible Schools.  Last year we taught the kids about saving 
water by taking them on the water walk.  
 
These are important activities because it helps train upcoming generations about active 
discipleship.  Again, return to a verse in Job: The life of every creature and the breath of 
all people are in God’s hand.  We trust God to guide us, and he will provide; it is a matter 
of faith.  Lord, you are the source of light in our lives.  Help us to turn to you and trust 
you.    


