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The Seattle Presbytery received a grant, and we will be hearing a presentation from 
the Thriving Congregations Program to find new life through developing 
community relationships.  In keeping with that focus, I would like to acknowledge 
that we are on the traditional land of the first people of Enumclaw the Muckleshoot 
People past and present and honor with gratitude the land itself and the 
Muckleshoot Tribe. 
 
Most people would agree that 2020 was a difficult year.  The pandemic, political 
unrest and racial inequality have combined to make us a weary, and at times, a 
divided nation.  It is definitely time to move forward with a determination to 
restore hope.  We all have a part to play in making this goal achievable.  
 
My own personal AHA moment came during worship in Advent.  We sang “It Came 
Upon A Midnight Clear”.  In all the years that I have sung or listened to that song I 
missed the acknowledgement of the pain in a weary world.  Two phrases echo this 
thought: “All ye beneath life’s crushing load or Look now for glad and golden 
hours”.  These two phrases reveal that life at time is tough and that we long for 
relief.  The authors, Richard Storrs Willis and David Willcocks wrote this song when 
our country was in the throes of the Civil War.  Other stanzas are not in the song 
but are worth knowing.  “the world has suffered long; Beneath the angel-strain 
rolled Two thousand years of wrong; And man, at war with man, hears not the love 
song which they bring.” 
 
We are not alone in living during difficult times.  Our Old Testament lesson is a 
graphic example.  The Israelites were suffering in Egypt.  They have suffered from 
enslavement and are begging to be released.  God tells Moses he has heard their 
cry and He will deliver them from their misery.  God appoints Moses to go to 
Pharaoh to secure the release of the Israelites.  Moses says, “how can I do that” 
and God says I will be with you; I Am Who I AM.  There are two lessons for us in this 
passage.  Firstly, we are not the first to wish for a release from our troubles.  But 
even more important, we are to place our trust in God to help us. 
 
The New Testament reading gives us other ways to approach hope.  1 Corinthians 
1: 13 has been referred to as the “Love Scripture.”  It is often used as scripture in 



wedding ceremonies.  However, Paul wrote it to the Corinthians during a time of 
upheaval in their community.  The Corinthian community, like many today, had 
multiple levels of financial security and a wide variety of beliefs.  There was a 
prevailing attitude that they had the freedom to do anything.  There were damaged 
relationships among the church members, evidence of sexual misconduct and 
abuses in worship.  Similarities in their culture and ours today are pretty evident.  
When Paul visited them, they insulted him, questioned his authority, and 
challenged his teachings.  This is the underlying reason why he wrote the letter to 
the Corinthians.  The summary is well-known: And now faith, hope and love abide, 
these three; and the greatest of these is love.  
 
The Greek word for faith is pistis.  It means belief, or conviction.  And of particular 
help for our thoughts, it means confidence in what we hope for. 
The Greek word for hope is elpis and it is translated as expectation, trust or 
confidence. 
 
Finally, the Greek word for love in this text is agape.  It refers to unconditional love 
or selfless love.  Love that is not self-serving but often requires selflessness at a 
personal price.  In one commentary the relationship between these characteristics 
is stated clearly.  Faith sees beyond space and time and knows that everything is 
already as it should be.  Hope dwells with the expectation of seeing in the physical 
reality what faith sees in the spiritual.  And love is the eternal dimension that 
remains forever.  
 
What remains for us to discover is how these ideas can help us with the practical 
problems we will still face in 2021 and how can we each contribute that will help.  
As persons of faith, we can use our faith to reinforce our sense of hope.  We trust 
that the Lord is working to repair what has been falling by the wayside.  We can 
work on our ability to trust in what God can do for us, in us and through us.  And 
love as agape is selfless love or unconditional love.  That is the hard part because it 
does not make any exceptions.  We are not just to love those we treasure such as 
family and friends.  We are to show acceptance for those with whom we may 
sharply disagree with or with whom we have not learned to trust.  
 
How do we demonstrate agape with the ongoing Covid crisis?  The most obvious is 
to support and practice social distancing and wearing masks.  This might become 
harder as we see the positive results of the vaccinations.  However, that is going to 



take many months to maybe even a couple of years.  Even though we are weary of 
the isolation and restrictions, they are still going to be important.  The difficult 
decisions are those related to spending time with persons outside of our 
households or trusted family members.   
 
The other obvious action to take is to be diligent in our prayers for the victims of 
Covid, for the front- line workers and all others who are vulnerable.  Another 
tangible way to help is to continue to support people who are in need of food, rent 
help and other financial considerations.  As I have stated many times before, we 
are fortunate to live and work in a giving community. 
 
What will our response be to the divisions we face in our country due to differing 
political or ethnic views?  It will mean developing our ability and willingness to listen 
to others.  It is hard not to jump to conclusions and ignore what folks have to say, 
but that is not going to foster changes for the better.  There are more than one 
solution to our problems and not all of them will be ones that we personally may 
agree with. 
 
In a few minutes we will celebrate communion.  Communion is a way that we share 
intimate spiritual feelings and trust in the saving grace of our Lord.  It is a way that 
we reinforce and receive the strength that the Lord so freely gives us.  As we said 
in our Assurance of Pardon “neither height, nor depth, nor anything else in all 
creation, will be able to separate us from the love of God that is in Christ Jesus our 
Lord.“  That is the starting point and the ending point that defines our hope.  When 
we take communion today, we offer a prayer that we will be united in faith, 
encouraged with hope, and inspired to love.  This would be the desired outcome 
for a renewed new year.  


