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Advent - Through the Eyes of the Wise Ones        Rev. Lynell M. Caudillo 
Matthew 2:1-12                                                       January 2, 2022 
 
2After Jesus was born in Bethlehem in Judea, during the time of King Herod, Magi 
from the east came to Jerusalem 2and asked, “Where is the one who has been born 
king of the Jews?  We saw his star when it rose and have come to worship him.” 
3When King Herod heard this he was disturbed, and all Jerusalem with him.  4When 
he had called together all the people’s chief priests and teachers of the law, he 
asked them where the Messiah was to be born.  5“In Bethlehem in Judea,” they 
replied, “for this is what the prophet has written: 
6“‘But you, Bethlehem, in the land of Judah, 
are by no means least among the rulers of Judah; 
for out of you will come a ruler who will shepherd my people Israel.’” 
7Then Herod called the Magi secretly and found out from them the exact time the 
star had appeared.  8He sent them to Bethlehem and said, “Go and search carefully 
for the child.  As soon as you find him, report to me, so that I too may go and 
worship him.” 
9After they had heard the king, they went on their way, and the star they had seen 
when it rose, went ahead of them until it stopped over the place where the child 
was.  10When they saw the star, they were overjoyed.  11On coming to the house, 
they saw the child with his mother Mary, and they bowed down and worshiped 
him.  Then they opened their treasures and presented him with gifts of gold, 
frankincense and myrrh.  12And having been warned in a dream not to go back to 
Herod, they returned to their country by another route. 
 
PRAY 
 
Numerous Christmas cards and carols, and nativity/manger scenes incorporate 
three “kings” or wisemen.  They seem so familiar.  Christmas would not be 
complete without them.  But what do we really know about them? 
 
For starters, Matthew does not say how many there were!  Since three gifts are 
mentioned, it is assumed that there were three gift givers.  Nor does Matthew tell 
us their sex or their names. 
 
Matthew does not tell us where they came from, other than a very general 
reference to “the east”.  (Here that could mean they came from Spokane!)  
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It is thought that they came from Persia, or present-day Iran.  But some say Arabia 
or even China.  We do not know.  What we do know is that they were “outsiders”!  
Outsiders to God’s covenant with Israel, Gentiles, non-Hebrews. 
 
Why did they come? What motivated them to undertake such a substantial 
journey? 
How do they fit in the story of our Savior’s birth?  What is their significance? 
What about those odd gifts they bring? 
And, if every story needs a villain, we will briefly consider the role of Herod and 
how he figures in this narrative as well. 
 
Perhaps you’ve heard that if the visitors had been wise women, they would have… 
…asked for directions 
…arrived on time 
…helped deliver the baby 
…cleaned the house 
…brought practical gifts like diapers, formula, and a casserole (or two)! 
 
Who were these visitors? 
Matthew is the only Gospel writer who includes the “Magi” (magoi/plural in 
Greek), which means neither kings nor wisemen, but “magicians” (the literal 
translation) or astrologers/astronomers.  Given the cultural context, the Hebrews 
would have considered these visitors to be idolators!  Not only are they outsiders 
to the Covenant, but in following stars, they give credence to the creation, not the 
Creator. (see Acts 13:10)  They are not presented as models of religious piety, but 
as those who are outsiders to the Covenant, powerless compared with the power 
of Herod, and marginalized by the culture and society they visited. 
 
Why did they come? What motivated such a substantial journey? 
The Magi were accustomed to watching the heavens.  They observe and become 
curious about a particular star.  In ancient times it was commonly accepted that the 
stars marked the births and deaths of great men, so it would not be unusual for 
such Magi to pay attention to what they perceive is a “rising star” in the heavens. 
(Brown, Birth of the Messiah, p. 170)   
 
God is in the business of meeting people where we are and getting our attention in 
a way that we can understand.  This is important to remember if we are concerned 
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about sharing our faith with others.  God may already have someone’s attention; 
how can we be ready to connect with others and share what our faith means to us, 
in a way that they can understand and relate to? 
 
How willing are we to welcome “outsiders” to our faith, so that they can become 
“insiders”? 
 
How do the Magi fit in the story of our Savior’s birth, what is their significance? 
Let’s notice the contrast between the Magi and Herod and the Jewish “religious 
establishment”.   
 
First, it would be natural for them to look for a King, in the obvious place.  Herod 
resides in Jerusalem, and he is the resident ruler in chief.  The star got their 
attention, but it could not give them all the information they needed.  They did not 
have a “GPS” guidance system!  (I can hear it now: “Redirecting…redirecting…!)  
 
What corrected their false assumption was the guidance of the religious leaders—
the chief priests and teachers of the law whom Herod consulted (v. 4). They 
consulted scripture, and quote from the prophet Micah (5:2,4): 
“‘But you, Bethlehem, in the land of Judah, are by no means least among the rulers 
of Judah; for out of you will come a ruler who will shepherd my people Israel.’” 
(The king was known to be a shepherd, in the fashion of David.) 
 
The same is true for us, and for the church today: we need to always be guided by 
the Word of God! 
 
The religious leaders have no apparent interest in pursuing this “ruler”.  But Herod 
is motivated by fear of a rival, so he sends the Magi on their way, requesting that 
they return and give him the goods on what’s happening in Bethlehem, all under 
the false pretense that he too wishes to worship this new king. He has no intention 
of doing so! 
 
The Jewish leaders are at the least, indifferent to the birth of Christ.  Herod is 
duplicitous and conniving.  The Magi are intent on pursuing the One for whom the 
star shines!   
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It is interesting to me that the “establishment” – both religious and civil – resist, if 
not, fear the change that this new turn of events represents!  We need to be careful 
to not become satisfied with the status quo, and fearful of the new thing that God 
is doing in our world! 
 
Prompted by the star, and subsequently by the Word of God through the prophet 
Micah, the Magi finally locate the child (no longer an infant) in a house (not a 
stable).  When they are welcomed in, they “pay him homage” or “worship” (Grk: 
proskuneo v.2,8,11) him.  Worship is the appropriate response in the presence of 
Jesus! 
 
True worship includes the acknowledgment that we are no longer on the throne of 
our own lives…we abdicate control of our lives and place the reins in the hands of 
our Lord.  In other words, we offer ourselves…every part of our lives…into the 
service of Christ and Christ’s Kingdom. 
In worshipping Jesus, the Magi offer something more… 
 
What about those gifts they brought? 
The visitors bring unusual, but symbolic gifts: Gold is a sign of royalty, long 
associated with the gods.  Frankincense is a costly kind of incense that represents 
wisdom.  And myrrh was a valued perfume.  In ancient times, myrrh was often used 
when preparing bodies for burial.  These are appropriate gifts for a King!   
 
What is the significance of the coming of the Magi in the birth narratives of Jesus? 
Among the very first to bear witness to the coming of the Savior into our world, 
were the shepherds (Cindy and Troy preached on them last week) who were 
marginalized outcasts in Jewish society.  And now, the Magi represent those who 
are…outsiders in every way—are not beyond the reach of God’s grace!   
 
Too often (like the religious establishment of Jesus’ day) we are the ones who resist 
God’s Kingdom ways! 
Too often, we would be the ones who exclude those who are different, who are 
“outsiders” by any definition.   
 
You’ve seen the bumper stickers: “Wisemen still seek Him.” 
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It is true.  Wise ones are those who seek to know the One who created the stars, 
the One who speaks through the Word, both written in the scriptures and in the 
“Word become flesh” (John 1).   
 
The Jews had the light of the scriptures, but somehow missed the Light of the 
World.  By the light of the star, and the word of the prophet, the Magi found the 
Light of the World! 
 
The Kingdom is open to those who would not resist God’s grace, and to those who 
would indeed, worship and serve the King! 
We think of the Magi as those who brought gifts, and they did.  
But the Magi also received gifts! 
Whatever gifts you may have given and received this Christmas, I hope that you will 
receive the gift of welcome and the gift of inclusion! 
These were the gifts the Magi received! 
These are the gifts for all who would enter God’s gracious Kingdom today.   
And having received these gifts, may we be those who offer these same gifts to 
others, in the name of Jesus, the newborn King! 
 
PRAY 


