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Promises…we make them all the time.  But do we keep them?   

Beginning with Noah in the OT, God began making covenants—promises to 
people.  A covenant is a two-way street.  God makes promises, and the 

people—the second party to the covenant--also make promises.  God is a 
promise keeper.  The problem? We the people, consistently fail to keep up 

our end of the bargain.   

The nature of a covenant is that two parties make promises to one another.  
If you live in a condo or a neighborhood with a housing association, there 

are covenants that determine a variety of things:  for instance, choice of 
paint colors, whether and where storage units can or cannot be built, etc.   

Marriage is a covenant—two individuals make vows to one another, 

promising to love, cherish, be faithful.  But neighbors break the rules and 
couples break up.  Promises are broken. 

God must be an optimist, because whenever the covenant is broken, God 

renews it! This happens repeatedly throughout the history of Israel.   

Finally, through Christ’s death and resurrection a new covenant is put in to 

force.  This new covenant is not limited to Israel, but is inclusive.  Everyone 
is invited to participate in this new covenant with God through Christ. 

The Good News is Yahweh/Jehovah is a promise-keeping God! 

Today we are considering the relationship of God and David: God’s promise 

and David’s prayer. 

By way of background to this prayer of David, we recall that David was the 

youngest of Jesse’s eight sons.  He is a mere boy, a shepherd caring for 
flocks near Bethlehem, when God sends Samuel to anoint David as king, to 

(eventually) replace King Saul.  (I Samuel 16 through 2 Samuel 5 document 
the rise of David from a young unknown shepherd boy, to becoming a 

popular and powerful warrior and King over Israel.)  David’s ascent is a 
result of ruthless cunning, careful alliances, good fortune, and above all—the 

result of God’s divine resolve.  The Lord is with David! (WB p.37) 

David was far from perfect – he becomes an adulterer and a murderer. 

When confronted with this sin by the prophet Nathan, David repents 
immediately.  David, described as a man after God’s own heart, had a 

relationship with God and a humble, teachable spirit.  And God has toward 
him, an everlasting love. 



In the first 17 verses of I Samuel 7, God speaks to David through the 

prophet Nathan once more.  God is making a declaration, an “oracle”.  In it 
God declares his commitment to David—a covenant promise—that will last 

far beyond David’s own lifetime.  God promises to establish with David, a 
“house” or dynasty, “a kingdom”, and a throne that will endure forever. (2 

Samuel 7:16).   
 

This promise is unqualified.  No strings attached.  It is not dependent on who 
David is or what David does (or does not do). Rather it is totally dependent 

upon the One who makes the promise.  In other words, David does not 
deserve this, he has not earned it, there is nothing he has done or will do to 

merit this unqualified honor.  It is pure grace!   

And so it is in response to this promise of God, this declaration, that David 

prays this prayer:  (READ ALOUD). 

This prayer follows a pattern, which includes three elements: 

Doxology 

Deference 

Demand 

Doxology—Frequently we sing a Doxology during worship: Praise God from 
whom all blessings flow, Praise Him all creatures here below, Praise Him 

above ye heavenly host, Praise Father, Son and Holy Ghost.  “Doxo” means 
praise!   

Your name is great (v. 26)  

 
David is clear on who he is and who Yahweh is….David gives praise where 

praise is due. 

v. 22-24 David declares God’s incomparability—there is no other God like 

Yahweh/Jehovah!  God is beyond compare.  Jehovah has not only chosen 
David, but has chosen Israel to be the recipient of God’s favor and special 

attention.  This powerful God performs “great and awesome wonders”, chief 
among them, the salvation and redemption of Israel from slavery in Egypt. 

God has provided a land for this people and has driven out their enemies.   

And now God makes a specific promise this time, to David himself:  God 

promises to make a “house”, a dynasty, a royal lineage that will last forever.  

Deference:  

Do you ever wonder why God pays attention to us or gives us the time of 

day?  



It’s not uncommon for people to think: “God has bigger fish to fry…more 

important things on his agenda than me and my puny concerns.  Compared 
to ending human trafficking or ending the massacre in Syria, my concerns 

pale in comparison. Why should God listen to or care about me?”  

Psalm 8 would argue against this point of view! 

One thing I can say after seeing numerous aerial photos of crowds at the 

Inauguration, and of the crowds who marched last weekend, and it is this:  

In looking at that sea of humanity, it fills me with awe to know that that is 
only a small fraction of Americans, let alone the entire human population.  

And to consider that God knows each one of our names, and the number of 
hairs (or lack thereof) on our individual heads is mind boggling!  But the 

Bible tells us that this creative, all knowing God is aware of these details of 
your life and mine! 

And so perhaps we can identify with David’s prayer as he begins with 
DEFERENCE: 

Who am I?  Who am I that You God should do this great thing for me? I am 
nobody. 

And who is Israel that You God should chose this nation to be the recipient 

of your blessing and favor? 

Israel is miniscule, nothing in the bigger scheme of things. 

With humility and gratitude, David remembers where he came from.  The 

transformation from a little shepherd boy into a king is an acknowledgement 
that all he has become, and all he possesses is pure gift/grace.  All of this, 

given generously by Yahweh. David’s life and the remarkable rise of Israel 
among nations, is pure gift.  

“…having established the distance between the majesty of Yahweh and his 
own insignificance, and having fully acknowledged his dependence on divine 

fidelity and generosity, David then makes a daring move in the prayer.” (WB 
p. 41)  

Three times (v.25, 28. 29) he uses a rhetorical device when he uses he 

adverb, “now”.  This indicates that everything prior to that—the 

doxology/praise, and the deference—are preliminary.  In other words, these 
are prelude to the main request or petition in David’s prayer.  

And NOW we are going to get to the real deal.  David refers back to 

Yahweh’s earlier promise of verse16  “ Your house and your kingdom will 
endure forever before me; your throne will be established forever.” 

David moves from Doxology to Deference, and now to Demand!  



What does David demand of God? 

David insists that God keep the promises that God has made!  In essence, 

David does what Moses did before him:  David prays God’s own words back 
to him! David insists that God do what he has promised--that God make 

good on His promises, “forever”! 

For all his deference, David is NOT going to let Yahweh off the hook.  

There are two things of note here: 

1—the term “forever” is used in v. 25 and 29, implied in v.28. The clear 

implication is that God’s word is reliable. 

2—all three uses refer to what Yahweh has spoken or promised in the 

declaration in the first half of the chapter, and this leads David to hold God 
to keep his promises.   

David’s prayer of doxology, deference and demand may be taken as a model 

for prayer among those who rely on Yahweh’s goodness. Yet it is unique to 
him. It is no wonder that David insists that God keep his promises, for David 

is well aware that God had withdrawn his steadfast love from King Saul, 

David’s predecessor. (2 Samuel 7:15) 

Notice that David is clear on who’s who.  He is clear that his house is God’s 
house.  His throne is God’s throne. His kingdom is God’s kingdom. 

David lived his life, desiring to God’s will.  The path had been up and down 

and smooth and rough. In all things, David recognized that God had been in 

control the whole time. He had been sovereign. 

David thanks God for being sovereign over his family (verses 18-19). 

David thanks God for being sovereign over his nation (verses 22-24). 

David thanks God for being sovereign and directing his paths (verses 27-

29). 

David realized God’s place in his life as the Sovereign Lord. David would 
submit to God’s will, following the path set by God.  

What place does God have in your life? 

Who is sitting behind the steering wheel of your life? 

In your prayers… do you pray for His will and not your own? 

Can you see the Hand of God working in your life in the midst of the 

circumstances? 

Do you pray that God would guide and direct your life? 



What place does God have in your life? 

One final point:  David claimed God’s promise to him, and prayed God’s 

promise back to him. 

Did you know that the Bible is full of the promises of God? 

 

God promised Abraham that his descendants would be a great nation… and 

that came true. God promised Moses and Joshua that the people of God 
would occupy the Promised Land… and that came true. God promised David 

a son who would build the temple… and that came true. God promised that 
all nations would be blessed through Abraham… and that came true through 

Jesus Christ.  

God’s promises are better than money in the bank—God is a promise-

keeping God. 

We have an entire book of promises that God has given us that we can pray 
about… just as King David did.   That in itself is reason for Praise/Doxology. 

Deference? Yes, because God is always faithful. 

Demand? Yes, on the basis of God’s faithful love and promises to us. 

Like David, may you and I be encouraged to pray the promises of God! 

Let us pray… 

 

 

Some of the Promises of God 

God’s presence -- "I will never leave you" (Hebrews 13:5) 

God’s protection -- "I am your shield" (Genesis 15:1) 

God’s power -- "I will strengthen you" (Isaiah 41:10) 

God’s provision -- "I will help you" (Isaiah 41:10) 

God’s leading -- "…He goes ahead of them, and his sheep follow his voice" (John 10:4) 

God’s purposes -- "I have plans for you, to prosper and not harm you, to give you hope and 
a future" (Jeremiah 20:11) 

God’s rest -- "Come to Me, all that labor and are heavy laden, and I will give you rest" 
(Matthew 11:28) 



God’s cleansing -- "If we confess our sins, He is faithful and just to forgive us our sins, and 
to cleanse us from all unrighteousness" (1 John 1:9) 

God’s goodness -- "No good thing does God withhold from those that walk uprightly" (Psalm 
84:11) 

God’s faithfulness -- "The Lord will not forsake His people for His great name’s sake" (1 

Samuel 12:22) 

God’s guidance -- "He guides the humble in what is right and teaches them His way." 

(Psalm 25:9) 

God’s wise plan -- "All things work together for good to them that love God" (Romans 8:28) 

http://www.christianglobe.com/illustrationsTwo/a-z/p/promises_gods.htm 

 


