
Pastoral Prayer (29 March 2020) 

Dear Heavenly Father,


We come before you now in recognition that we are so utterly dependent on you. We also 
come in fearful wonder because you have given us the privilege of bringing the concerns 
of our heart to you, and our hearts are heavy. 


Heavy, because the world is suffering and many, if not most, still hope for help without 
any reference to you. Heavy, because so many of our brothers and sisters live in places 
where they do not even have the resources that we do. Heavy, because we have had our 
lives turned upside down and so much of what we took for granted is seen to be as 
grass, here one day and gone the next.


We don’t understand why you might allow such a pandemic. Our minds are too small to 
see how you are achieving your purposes. Help us to remember that all of this is in your 
hand, and help us to trust you and your work. 


We miss the fellowship of meeting with our Christian family. Even in the few weeks that 
we’ve been separate, it seems like a lifetime. Even in this short time, we realise what so 
many of our brothers and sisters have faced all their lives. We pray for those who have no 
access to other Christians. Those who have no church to call home. We pray for those 
who are persecuted for their faith, and we ask that they might have courage, and that you 
might surround them with your protection.


As country after country imposes stringent stay-at-home orders, we pray for those who 
have lost their jobs. We pray for those who haven’t been able to comfort their loved ones 
for those who are running out of food, money, or even simply running out of patience. We 
thank you for those who work to keep us safe or help to cure the sick, for those who 
stock the shelves and deliver our parcels. We ask you to bless them, protect them, give 
them strength and comfort their families. We ask for those forced to be close to those 
who cause them harm, defend them we pray.


Help us to realise the enormity of each death, the fear in each heart and the responsibility 
we all have to work together. Help those who aren’t called ‘vulnerable’ to consider those 
who are and to work together to give all a place of safety. Help us understand that death 
is not an end but a transition and help us be faithful in witnessing to and praying for the 
lost. We pray for missionaries who serve away from their families and home countries. 
Give them peace as they walk and work in your will.


We pray for the homeless, for those in jail, in refugee camps, or the many others in the 
world who simply don’t have access to soap and running water, or who live in 
overcrowded and under-resourced conditions. Forgive our insensitivity, our pride and our 
callousness for forgetting the most vulnerable.


We pray for the leaders of all the nations that you would give them wisdom. In this time 
we can not meet, keep us together in our faith in Christ. We pray these measures will be 
transient and not become normal.


Lord, have mercy. Christ, have mercy.


Father, we ask these things in Jesus name. 


AMEN


