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THE SPIRIT OF SPRING VALLEY 

 
"...in the past, in the present, and in the future, the 
goal of this church is to be a monument, not unto 
itself, but a vital witness in the community to the 
Gospel of Jesus Christ, and to His body in the world. 
 
"All who commit themselves to this challenge have an 
important place in the membership, the growing life, 
and thus the enduring history of Spring Valley 
Methodist Church." 
                                  --anonymous - 1963 

 
For more than three years, Richardson had been growing.  Along 
the northern-most part of Dallas county, less than 20 miles from 
downtown Dallas, it had changed from a rural town to a growing 
suburban city.  Within the space of three years, population had 
increased fourfold. 
 
Central Expressway ended at Forest Lane, but Texas Instruments 
had already moved farther north, not far from Spring Valley Road.  
Collins Radio, which later became a part of Rockwell 
International, had broken ground for facilities on Arapaho Road, 
east of the planned route for the expressway.  More people moved 
into the area, following the job opportunities. 
 
Growth was everywhere.  Old churches expanded.  New churches were 
formed.  And among the new churches was Spring Valley Methodist 
Church.  The year: 1957.  More than a decade would come and go 
before the Methodist Church became the United Methodist Church. 
 
On a rainy Wednesday afternoon in March 1957, Jack Gibson drove 
to Richardson to meet the small group of young suburbanites who 
were the nucleus of the new church.  A graduate of Perkins School 
of Theology at SMU, recently ordained, Jack had been serving as 
an associate minister at White Rock Methodist Church in Dallas.  
Now, Bishop William C. Martin had appointed him pastor of Spring 
Valley Methodist Church.  A brand new church for a brand new 
preacher. 
                                                                 

 
Jack Gibson, the founding 
pastor of Spring Valley 
Methodist Church, pastor 
from 1957to 1962 
 
Plans  had  been  in  the  making  for   
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nearly three months.  Since January, Bishop Martin, District 
Superintendent T. Lee Miller, and the group of organizers had met 
together many times, practicing that grand, old Methodist 
tradition: discuss and  
deliberate; discuss and negotiate; make sure that all of the 
pieces fit together, including a name for the church.  When Dr. 
Miller first heard the name "Spring Valley Methodist Church," he 
observed that it sounded more like a peaceful country church than 
a dynamic suburban one.  But the name stuck, and everything came 
together: a congregation, a pastor, a name, a charter.  But no 
place to meet, except in someone's home. 
 
From the beginning they, like many Christians before them, had 
met in homes: the home of Guy and Mary McCaslin; Maxine and Clint 
Dillion (later, Clint died and, in time, Maxine married Doc 
Bryson); Doug and Roberta Tipton; D. B. and Gloria Smith; Dorothy 
and Cecil Carr; Jo and Bill Bell; John and Wynona Bennett; and 
others. Now, they wanted a home for their church, something more 
than the old house they had rented, which stood on property that 
belonged to Texas Instruments, along the portion of Floyd Road 
that is east of the expressway. 
 
    

"One of my most cherished memories of Spring Valley is 
the actual fellowship of knowing each person 
individually, having brought each one into the church." 
                          --Reverend Jack M. Gibson 

 
March 24, 1957: Mr. Gibson held the first official service of the 
Spring Valley Methodist Church.  Services were held at Richardson 
Heights Elementary School, on the northwest corner of Belt Line 
and Floyd in Richardson.  Forty-two people joined the church that 
day.  On May 19, the church was officially founded.  One hundred 
and eleven members signed the charter.  Cecil Carr, now deceased, 
was the first chairman of the board.  Mary McCaslin was the first 
president of the WSCS, the Women’s Society of Christian Service. 
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Meanwhile, the Dallas Board of Church Extension was looking for a 
site for the new church home.  In April 1957, they had selected a 
tract of land near the Y formed by Peyton Drive and Spring Valley 
Road in North Dallas, just west of the Richardson city limit.  
The Board gave the land to Spring Valley Methodist Church.  This 
property served as a down payment for the first unit of the 
church building. 
 
Services continued at Richardson Heights Elementary School, which 
was to be the last temporary home for Spring Valley Methodist 
Church.  Ground breaking for the new building was in March 1958.  
The charter closed on June 1 of that year, with 199 charter 
members.  As the church approached its 50th anniversary, some of 
those charter members continued to attend Spring Valley United 
Methodist Church.  Through those years, however, others have 
moved 
away 
from 

Dallas and Richardson.  Some, for 
their own reasons, went on to attend other churches.  Still 
others have died.  But, on December 7, 1958, 300 were there for 
the first worship service in the permanent church home. 
 
              
                                                                                                                                                                                           

At Richardson Heights Elementary School Inside the house on Floyd Road   

                                                                             
"In the name of God and in the presence of 
this  congregation, I declare this church to 
be open for the worship of God and the           
service of men.” --Bishop William C.Martin  
at the consecration service, December 7, 
1958

May 1958-District Superintendent T. Lee Miller 
 turns the first shovelful of dirt for the Spring  
Valley   Methodist Church 
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When worship began at the present location, Coit Road, Peyton 

Drive, and Spring 
Valley Road were all 
two-lane blacktop 
roads, as were most 
of the other roads 
in North Dallas 
County in those 
days.  Valley View 
Lane ran close to 
the route that LBJ 
Freeway would 
eventually   follow.          
Due south   of   the           
Church, just  beyond          
 Valley  View   
Lane,                          
 
was the Highland 
Park Airport.  On 

good flying days, especially on Sunday, one could stand outside 
the narthex, which was at the time on the south side of the 
building, and watch small airplanes approaching or departing, 
depending on the direction of the wind.  In a way, the church 
seemed to be isolated.  In the country. 

             
Bishop Martin, who spoke on that very first Sunday, could not 
help but notice the apparent remoteness of the new church as he 
looked out over the congregation, which almost filled the 
original sanctuary.  Standing at the pulpit, he turned to Jack 
Gibson, who sat nearby, and said, "Jack, I see all of these 
people, but I don't see where they came from."  Outside, open 

fields surrounded the 
church grounds. 
 
That unit had 6000 
square feet of usable 
space, at a cost of 
$85,000.  It included 
a sanctuary (which, 
in 1984, became 
Wesley Hall), the 
church office, and a 
few classrooms, where 
the children and 
youth  went  to 
Sunday School.  Two  
adult   Sunday 
school classes shared 
the sanctuary.  The 

 
                      The sanctuary with folding chairs  

 

 Spring Valley  Methodist Church in the early 1960s 
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Wesleyan Class, which was disbanded in 2004, was one.  The other 
class later became the Seekers Class.  They sat on folding metal 
chairs, because there were no pews in the sanctuary; and no 
carpet.  The entire stage area - the chancel, the altar, the 
pulpit, and the choir loft - was on wheels and, during the next 
two decades, it was moved from one end of the sanctuary to the 
other, several times, in an effort to provide the best setting 
for worship.  At first, it was a cozy arrangement; but, before 
long, it became crowded.  Membership had grown so much that they 
needed more space... 
 

 
Those were the days of the 
baby boom, and  sometimes  
children seemed  to outnumber 
adults by  a sizable margin.  
It is impossible to guess how 
many children have been 
baptized at Spring Valley, how 
many have received their first 
Christian nurturing there, how 
many youngsters have grown 
into adulthood, how many young 
people have enjoyed the 
activities of the church.  And 
so, the first addition to the 
building was dedicated to the 
children of Spring Valley          
Methodist Church.  Within five 
years, a 6300 square foot wing 
was added at the northeast 
corner of the original 

structure,                                                                 
with classrooms separated by accordion walls, which could be 
pushed aside to 
provide a large space 
for special occasions.  
But the outdoors 
provided a setting, 
too, for  occasions 
such as Vacation Bible 
School.  Not far from 
the church,  where 
Spring Valley road 
ended in those days, 
just west of Hillcrest 
Road, charter members 
Jo and Bill Bell had a 
small farm - the 
perfect place for 
Bible School.   
 

 
                        The sanctuary with new pews  

 

           Bible School at the Bell Farm 
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And, in addition to the regular church school program for 
children, Jane Pass established a day school in facilities rented 
from the church.  When Mrs.  Pass moved away from Dallas, this 
became the Spring Valley Day School, which was still in operation 
as the church approached its 50th anniversary.  The first Spring 
Valley Day School administrator was Dorothy McCracken. 

 
 
"The growth of our church has been phenomenal, and all 
indications are that it will continue." 
                          --Reverend Jack M. Gibson 
 

At the same time, other things were happening at Spring Valley.  
Pews were installed. And the church grew.  Over a period of time, 
there were two associate pastors, Bill Thrash and Bill Mason. The 
church bought its first electronic organ.  Then, Ms Glen Faka 
replaced member Byron De Walt, who had directed the choir almost 
from the start. Like Mr. De Walt, Ms Faka served without being 
paid.  Later, Margaret Henrich was appointed as the first paid 
choir director. Among others, Walter Evans, a local radio and 
television news personality, played the organ. Virginia Morris 
was the church secretary. 
 
In 1962, Jack Gibson received another appointment.  In addition 
to serving as senior pastor of several churches, he has also 
served two terms as district superintendent.  

                                    
Don Benton, Pastor of 
Spring Valley United 
Methodist Church, 1962-1977 
 
Don Benton, formerly an associate at 
Highland Park Methodist Church was 
appointed to serve as pastor of 
Spring Valley Methodist Church, by 
then 435 members strong. At that 
time, the children’s educational 
wing was under construction.  It was 
completed in January 1963.    
 
During the next fifteen years, while 
Don Benton was pastor at Spring 
Valley, a lot happened.  
Construction on LBJ Freeway began; 

and, by the time it was finished, it had crowded Highland Park 
Airport out of existence.  Coit Road was widened, and so was 
Spring Valley Road, although all six lanes, reaching to Preston 
Road and beyond, would not be completed until the mid 1980's.  
Valley View Mall came into being, clearly visible from outside of 
the narthex on the south side of the church building.  Along with 
all of that progress came houses, apartments, and people to fill 
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them, next door neighbors to Spring Valley Methodist church.  
These new neighbors, as well as people from rapidly-growing 
suburbs such as Richardson and Plano, flocked to the church 
which, along with the mainstream of Methodism became Spring 
Valley United Methodist Church.  By the mid-sixties, membership 
had grown to 935.  A decade later, the congregation numbered 
2266. 
 

"We have set our sights high in our expectations for 
Spring Valley Methodist Church.  Some of our hopes 
would seem like pipe dreams were it not for your sense 
of devotion of dedication in all of its endeavors.  I 
am thankful for my opportunity to share your ambitions 
and your service.  Together, we can make this a great 
church at every step of its growth.  With a proper 
balance in our appraisal of our present reality as well 
as our future possibility, and undergirded by God's 
grace, our church can always be an effective witness in 
spirit and achievement for God and His kingdom." 
                           --Reverend Don Benton-1963 

 
During the decade of the 1960s, the west wing, including Upper 
Fellowship Hall (later called Asbury Hall), and the underlying 
basement, was added, followed by additional space for education 
on the east side of the building, beginning with the ground 
floor, which was completed first, leaving the upstairs unfinished 
for a while.  As soon as the upstairs was usable, it was 
dedicated to the youth of the church, while the lower floor of 
the educational wing was devoted to Christian education for the 
children. 
 
Along with increased membership and added facilities, the staff 
grew, too.  Jon Fleming, who later became president of Texas 
Wesleyan College, was once an associate minister at Spring Valley 
United Methodist Church.  So was Winston Fletcher, who would 
become known for his work as a minister in the Fair Park area of 
Dallas.  Also Norman Williams, who later moved elsewhere.   
Walter Purkey, a young engineer and a member of the 
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Announcing completion of the educational wing 

 
 
church, was Spring Valley's first 'home-grown' preacher.  Some 
time after he was ordained, he was appointed to another church in 
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the area.  Dr. Betsy Turecky, founder of the chaplain program for 
the Dallas County Community College District, who later worked 
with Methodist education programs on a national level, was a 
member of Spring Valley when she became a local preacher.  For a 
long time, she held her charge conference membership at Spring 
Valley.  And Jim Pledger, who later served as pastor in 
several North Texas churches, and also served as a District 
Superintendent, was an associate minister at Spring Valley during 
this period. 
 
While at Spring Valley, Don Benton developed a strong 
professional staff.  In 1967, Don Barnes returned from three 
years as a Methodist Missionary in Chile to become program 
minister, a position which he ably filled for more than ten 
years.  Since then, Dr. Barnes has served as pastor of a number 
of area churches, as well as district superintendent of the 
Paris-Sulphur Springs District, and later worked for the North 
Texas Conference.  As the 50th anniversary approached, Don Barnes 
and wife Shirley regularly attended services at Spring Valley; 
and, though retired, Don was active in the Christian Education 
program of the church.  In 1968, Cletus Beights joined the Spring 
Valley ministerial staff as minister of evangelism. 
 
But the professional staff was not restricted to preachers.  One 
of the early youth directors was Georgie Ann Burgess Davis, who 
through marriage, raising a family, and widowhood, remained   
part of the Spring Valley family until her death in 2005.  Others 
followed, including Joy Anderson and Robyn Wynn. Opal Crosby 
served as children’s director for several years, followed by 
Dorothy McCracken. When Ms McCracken retired, Madele Hares, now 
deceased, became the children’s director and also took over the 
Spring Valley Day School.  She served for many years in that 
capacity.  Dr. Benton also set up a business office with a 
professional business manager. Tom Corrie was the first business 
manager.  When Mr. Corrie left to join the outside business 
community, Howard Wellsman took the job.  While Don Benton was 
pastor, he hired a young man whose name was Tony Holiday as the 
church custodian.  That proved to be a very worthwhile act 
because, on the eve of the 50th anniversary, Tony was still with 
SVUMC, in charge of all custodial services, and doing a fine job.  
 
Music is an important part of worship, and has always been a 
strong part of the Spring Valley tradition.  In 1964, Tom 
Merriman, of TM Productions, a producer of jingles, commercials, 
and other programming material for radio and television, became 
choir director.  Under his baton, the Chancel Choir took on near-
professional proportions. Ms Vel Dennis was director of 
Children’s choirs, and Ms Jean Brown was organist.  Later, Joe 
Figg, choir director for Richardson High School, led the choir.  
His wife Nora replaced Ms Brown as church organist.  When the 
Figgs moved to another city, Tom Merriman directed the choir in 
the interim, until a minister of music could be found. 
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In 1968, the Spring Valley Chancel Choir sang with the massed 
choir for the Uniting Conference held in Dallas, when the 
Methodist Church became the United Methodist Church. 
 
1n 1972, the church hired a new organist and director of 
children's choirs, Margaret Mulvey.  Margaret, who later became 
Ms Lewis Claiborne, provided instrumental music for the church 
for twenty-four years.  In addition to adding a professional 
flair to the music program, Margaret developed the handbell 
choirs and, during the 1970's, under her direction, Spring 
Valley's youth handbell choir traveled all over the United States 
to participate in national handbell conventions.  The handbells 
continue to provide music for worship services at Spring Valley 
United Methodist Church. 
 
During the next eleven years, Jim Harmon directed the Chancel 
Choir and the youth choirs at Spring Valley.  In addition to his 
choir activities, he and Jim Pledger organized the Spring Valley 
Players, a group whose membership varied, comprising singers of 
all ages, many of them from the church, which presented Broadway-
style musical comedies. Over a period of several years, the 
Spring Valley Players performed 'Oklahoma!', 'Music Man', 'Bye-
Bye Birdie', 'Guys and Dolls', 'Sound of Music', 'You're a Good 
Man, Charlie Brown', 'Fiddler on the Roof', 'The King and I', and 
several others.  Many of these were performed in professional 
theater settings, such as the Haymarket Theater at the Olla 
Podrida, and the Performance Center at the University of Texas at 
Dallas. 
 
One of the most cherished traditions of the Spring Valley United 
Methodist Church is the Christmas Eve candle-light service, which 
Dr. Benton inaugurated.  Initially, this service was held as 
midnight approached; however, its popularity made it necessary to 
hold additional services earlier in the evening.  This tradition 
evolved into three candle-light services - one at 6:00 pm on 
Christmas Eve, which features the music of the children's choirs; 
one at 8:00 pm, featuring the youth choirs; and the 10:45 pm 
service, with the Chancel Choir. 
 

"The Body of Christ - the Church - is faced today with 
many new and varied responsibilities.  Yet its 
essential responsibility is still the same.  It is to 
proclaim, by precept and example, the Good News of 
salvation in Jesus Christ.  This is not the role of one 
but the task of all who call themselves by the name of 
Christ and who are members of His Body." 

                              --Reverend Don Benton 
 
Long ago, when most Methodist preachers were circuit riders, the 
Methodists invented Sunday School to encourage Christian 
education during those times when the preacher was somewhere 



 11  

else.  Sunday School at Spring Valley continues to encourage 
Christian education and promote social awareness.  As the church 
grew, so did the Sunday School.  At Spring Valley, there is a 
complete program, starting with toddlers, whose awareness is just 
beginning to bud; the children, who receive the foundation for 
Christian growth; and the youth, who are molded into responsible 
Christians, ready to take their place in an adult world.  For 
those who are already adults, there are classes to suit every age 
and need.  The adult Sunday school program serves singles of all 
ages and circumstances, as well as couples.  From small 
discussion groups to large lecture classes, adults explore the 
Bible, Christian living in the modern world, our relationship 
with others, the church and its mission, and other topics that 
are relevant to all people.  Classes are as active in the 
church's outreach programs as they are with the internal affairs 
of the church.  Spring Valley Sunday School offers limitless 
opportunities for Christian growth. 
 
But Sunday School is only one activity.   
 
In 1957, the ladies of Spring Valley became part of the WSCS, the 
Women's Society of Christian Service. WSCS was the forerunner of 
modern-day United Methodist Women. WSCS was made up of small 
groups, called circles, which met periodically in individual 
homes.  At general meetings, which followed the circle meetings, 
guest speakers discussed subjects related to mission, and other 
church-related issues.  Sometimes, various WSCS groups met at 
other area Methodist churches, and occasionally there were week-
long seminars about missionary efforts. 
 

 

 

 
                  WSCS-The early days  

 

 
UMW in the 1990s 1 
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For a time, after the uniting of Methodism in the late 1960s, the 
Spring Valley ladies' organization became dormant; but, in 1980, 
a group of ladies from the Spring Valley United Methodist Church 
voted to become part of the North Texas Conference of United 
Methodist Women, or UMW.  The UMW is a community of women whose 
purpose is to know God, to experience freedom as whole persons 
through Jesus Christ, to develop a creative, supportive 
fellowship, and to expand concepts of mission through 
participation in the global ministries of the church. 
 
Like its predecessor, the UMW had circles, circle meetings, and 
general meetings with speakers who discussed the church's 
missionary program. 
 
Later, when many women went back to work to help put their 
children through college, Spring Valley UMW disbanded, but was 
reorganized in 1990, and remained active as the 50th anniversary 
approached. 
 
UMW community mission commitments, past and future, include: the 
Parkland outreach; arts and crafts; an annual clothing and white 
elephant sale to help finance the church missionaries in the 
field; aid to Bethlehem and Wesley Rankin Centers; Meals on 
Wheels; Habitat for Humanity; C.C. Young Home; Nueva Vida 
Ministry; Neighborhood Service Council; and Friends of the people 
of Haiti. Spring Valley UMW has sponsored a little girl there for 
the several years.  Closer to home, on one occasion, Spring 
Valley UMW gave a shower for a lady who was employed by 
Neighborhood Council whose home had been destroyed by fire. And 
sometimes, UMW buys small appliances for the SVUMC kitchens. 
 
The Women's Crafts group is an exercise in outreach. The Fall 
Bazaar is a tradition at Spring Valley.  This gigantic affair 
features handcrafts, foodstuffs, antiques, and other items of 
interest, provided by the women of the church.  Here’s how it 
began.  In 1974, the ladies of Spring Valley met with Don Benton 
and asked for some help to establish an organization to produce 
arts and craft items for sale.  The group would meet weekly. The 
Administrative Board voted to advance them $500.00 so that they 
could buy supplies. Thus the annual Fall Christmas Bazaar, later 
renamed the Harvest Bazaar, was formed. 
 
The group met each Monday from 9:30 to 2:00, making craft items 
that could be sold at the bazaar.  Each week a new project was 
introduced, and one of the women volunteered to show the others 
how to make the item. Over the course of the first year, some 200 
women of SVUMC worked to make the first bazaar a success.  
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The 
first 

Harvest Bazaar was held in the youth room of the church, with 10 
booths: Arts and Crafts, Baked Goods, Christmas Boutique, Country 
Store, Green House, Kiddie Korner, Needlepoint, Treasure Shop, 
Sewing, and Coffee Corner. Supervised child-care was provided.  
The net for the first year was $6000.  
 
There have been many innovations and additions since the first 
year, such as a ‘Secret Shop’ for the children, a raffle held for 
a quilt crafted by a group of SVUMC quilters.  A book sale was 
added, as well a ‘White Elephant Booth,’ and lovely ceramics for 
sale, produced using a kiln bought with the proceeds from the 
bazaar.  In addition, opening-day dinners and day-after luncheons 
have become part of the activity.  
 
In addition to helping the UMW support the mission efforts, funds 
from the bazaar have paid for choir robes for the Chancel choir, 
youth choir, and the children choirs; tables, chairs, carpets, 
vacuum cleaners and other useful items for the church. 
 
For early risers, the Thursday Morning Bible Breakfast combines 
fellowship with a learning experience.  Especially for the mature 
members of Spring Valley, there are activities for so-called 
senior citizens.  For the youngsters, vacation Bible school is an 
annual event.  The MYF, now called United Methodist Youth, 
provides activities for teen-agers.  Over the years, the church 
has provided various services as needed, such as Mother's Day Out 

 

                             Craft ladies preparing for the Harvest Bazaar
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program.  For many years, Spring Valley was involved in the clown 
ministry, a truly different way for people of all ages to 
witness.  And, in keeping with the tradition of a Wednesday night 
service, Spring Valley has a program that has had many names 
through the years, names such as Midweek Horizons or, in the 
1970's, Wednesday Night Live.  These and many other activities 
have played an important role in Spring Valley's unique history. 
 
To be sure, Methodists know how to have fun.  Sunday School 
classes maintain an active social calendar.  Churchwide, there 
are breakfasts, luncheons, and dinners, receptions for newcomers 
- more activities than one person can attend.  Although the 
custom has waned, for years, the church sponsored a great time 
for fun in early September, when the congregation would get 
together to celebrate the end of summer, the beginning of the new 
Sunday School year, the time when vacation ends.  At times, it 
included a picnic, entertainment, square dancing, a chance for 
Sunday School classes to recruit new members, a time for 
fellowship. Over the years, this festive time was variously 
called Roundup, Spring Valley Bar-B-Que, Together Again, and 
Buffalo Roast.  This happening had its origins in the early 
1970's, while Don Benton was pastor. 
 
While he was at Spring Valley, Mr. Benton earned the Doctor of 
Ministry degree from Perkins School of Theology, and the 
membership of Spring Valley was the beneficiary of his studies.  
His learning experience, which he shared from the pulpit, 
provided the congregation with new insights into the Christian 
experience. 
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Bob Langley, Pastor 
of Spring Valley 
United Methodist 
Church, 1977-1981 
 
 
One of the traditions of 
Methodism is the mobility of 
its preachers.  In 1977, in 
keeping with this tradition, 

 
Cover of a bulletin for a patriotic service during the Bi-Centennial year 
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Dr. Benton was appointed to serve as senior minister at Lovers 
Lane United Methodist Church in Dallas.  Bob Langley, a Methodist 
minister from Denison, Texas, who had formerly served in several 
Metroplex churches, became senior pastor of Spring Valley United 
Methodist Church. 
 

 
 
"Spring Valley is at an enviable stage in its 
development.  It now is large enough to maintain a 
complete program, yet not so large as to be 
impersonal.  The accomplishments in our twenty-two 
year history are phenomenal.  Much remains to be 
accomplished in the years ahead as God calls us 
forward.  Past accomplishments were realized through 
the dedication of our people.  If we are to continue 
to be successful, renewed dedication is required.  
Together and by the grace of the same God, we have a 
great future." 
                                --Reverend Bob Langley 
 

That year, when Bob Langley joined the staff as senior minister, 
was the twentieth anniversary year for Spring Valley United 
Methodist Church.  In those twenty years, the church had found 
its purpose: outreach.  Block Partnership, Breadbasket, C. C. 
Young Home - these are just a sample of the dynamic, creative 
local programs in which the membership of Spring Valley has 
played an active part, through the years.  Mr. Langley brought 
others, among them, the Heifer program and Visionaries. 
 
Today's Spring Valley youth follow the tradition of mission 
outreach, which began in those years of the not-so-long-ago. 
Youth choirs spend spring breaks on trips, singing at Methodist 
churches throughout the southern part of the United States.  And, 
during the summer, Spring Valley young people form work groups, 
traveling to areas of the country where the economy is less vital 
than in Dallas, there helping to build, renovate, paint, repair, 
and clean up churches and church property.  They take with them 
not only tools, but also music and good will.  They give of their 
youth, of their vitality, of themselves. 
 
Initially, Mr. Langley's pastoral staff included Jim Pledger, who 
had been an associate at Spring Valley for three years.  However, 
in 1978, Mr. Pledger received his first appointment as pastor of 
a Methodist church in Wolfe City, Texas.  Art Renfro, who later 
served the conference in another church, was an associate to Mr. 
Langley until 1981.  John Rosenburg joined the staff as associate 
pastor in 1979.  Mr. Rosenburg, newly ordained, would spend seven 
eventful years at Spring Valley before he accepted his first 
appointment as pastor of the Buckingham United Methodist Church. 
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Other church staff members included Tony Holiday, in charge of 
custodial services. 
 

"...An essential ingredient of the church is Christian 
fellowship.  If that fellowship is to be most 
meaningful, we must know one another...This is a day 
when many people fall into the trap of letting the 
pressures and demands of life take precedence over God 
and the fellowship of Christians.  Let us not fall into 
this trap, but let us instead be renewed in faith and 
strengthened in fellowship to answer faithfully the 
call of God in our church today." 
                                --Reverend Bob Langley 
 

Fellowship and sharing were important to Bob Langley.  While at 
Spring Valley, he opened his home to the congregation, frequently 
inviting small groups there so that they might get to know one 
another on a more personal basis.  Host families for new members, 
already a tradition at Spring Valley, received new emphasis; and 
dinners honoring new members provided opportunities to build 
lasting friendships.  Making new members feel welcome is still 
important. 
 
Four years after he came to Spring Valley, Mr. Langley had an 
opportunity to return to Arkansas, where he grew up.  In 1981, he 
took a church at Pine Bluff, Arkansas, not far from his home 
town.  The Bishop appointed Dr. Bruce Weaver to serve as senior 
minister of Spring Valley United Methodist Church. 
 

 
Bruce Weaver, pastor 
Spring Valley United 
Methodist Church, 
1981-1986 
 
In 1981, the church was on 
the brink of change.  Many 
sensed it, a few talked 
about it, but nobody knew 
exactly what   hanges   the  
future might bring.  Dr. 
Weaver, who had in years 
past served in several 
Metroplex churches, had 
been most recently in 
Wichita Falls.  He came to 
Spring Valley with a strong 
sense of community purpose.  
But, to him, there is a 
larger community, larger 
than our city, larger than 
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our conference, larger than our own nation.  The world is our 
community.  On one occasion, Dr. Weaver traveled with a group of 
ministers to Kenya, and Somalia in Africa, at a time of famine 
and crisis.  During his ministry, the church heard first hand 
accounts from missionaries and native ministers from foreign 
lands, as well as those who had received help from domestic 
Methodist institutions, such as the Methodist Home in Waco, 
Texas.  Local outreach expanded, too.  What better way is there, 
than giving of yourself and your resources to usher in a new 
year, the twenty-fifth year of service to your fellow man? 
 
When you're 25 years old, life has hardly begun.  The whole world 
is out there before you, ready for you to conquer.  Being 25 is a 
time to celebrate, because you have survived history; because you 
have met the challenges of the past; because more challenges are 
there.  It is a time to rejoice, a time to share.  Friends, all 
of those who have been a part of your life, come.  They celebrate 
with you.  And they wonder how you will face what the future will 
bring. 
 
In 1982, Spring Valley United Methodist Church observed its 
twenty-fifth birthday, commemorating that time when a small group 
of people, most of them young suburbanites, met for the first 
time under the banner of the Spring Valley Methodist Church.  The 
church honored its founders, who had worshipped together in their 
homes, in an old rented house, in a school auditorium and, 
finally, in a sanctuary of their own.  
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The twenty-fifth anniversary party, which took place on the 
church grounds in May of 1982, was a tribute not only to the 
original 42 members, whose efforts made Spring Valley United 
Methodist Church a reality, but also to the present membership, 
which keeps the church alive.  Hundreds of people were there, 
including many of the 199 charter members, and others who had at 
one time or another been members at Spring Valley.  By then, many 
of the charter members had moved away from Richardson and North 
Dallas, but they came anyway; and all but one of the former 
pastors were there.  Some families were even reunited for the 
occasion. 
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The common bond that brought everybody together was Spring Valley 
United Methodist Church. 
 

But, during that 
twenty-fifth year in 
the service of God, 
Spring Valley had 
other concerns.  More 
than 2500 members of 
record put a strain on 
the facilities, never 
mind that perhaps only 
a third of them were 
active.  It had been 
10 years since the 
last expansion, 
although some 700 
members had joined the 
Spring Valley family 
during the period.  
There had been times 
in the 1970's when 
Spring Valley held 
Easter services at the 
Richardson High School 

Auditorium in order to handle as many as 1300 worshipers.  
Something had to be done. 
 
So the challenge of the future was there.  To serve God, to be a 
driving force in the community, to be a vital, dynamic witness to 
the Gospel of Jesus Christ, and to demonstrate His presence in 
the world, Spring Valley had to grow as the surrounding area 
grew.  But growing meant planning for the future.  Now, the 
future had arrived. 
 

"Each generation has its own needs, and contributes in 
its own way to the continuing life of the Church.  The 
'new generation' seeks to build in the past while 
looking at the future..." 
                                   --Dr. Bruce Weaver 
 

According to Dr. Weaver, one of the most moving events during his 
Spring Valley ministry was the all-church conference held in May 
of 1982.  For nearly two years, a group of forward-thinking 
people had taken a close look at the church and its mission.  On 
that Sunday morning in May, they made a presentation to the 
congregation. The issue in question? A new sanctuary. A building 
program to round out the master plan that had been drawn up 
nearly 25 years earlier. 
 
It was a bold move, making that presentation.  Prices were up.  
Interest rates were high.  Yet, area economy sagged.  People 

 
                        The 25th anniversary picnic  

 



 21  

moved away, looking for jobs.  Others came here from elsewhere, 
looking for jobs.  Pledges were down.  Energy costs - the price 
for heating and cooling and lighting - were at a record high.  
The existing building needed repairs.  These were anxious times 
for the Administrative Board, the Committee on Finance, and the 
church trustees.  Even the congregation felt the tension.  But 
they watched the presentation.  And they listened. 
 
A new sanctuary.  Another building program.  A large financial 
obligation.  Indebtedness. 
 
It took courage to even think about it.  It took faith to go 
through with it.  But the congregation said "Yes," and Spring 
Valley was on its way once again. 
 
The congregation of Spring Valley United Methodist Church was 
standing at the leading edge of faith. 
 
Surely it must have been the same for that small congregation, in 
1958, when they committed $85,000 for their very first church 
home. 
 
On a chilly, windy Saturday in February 1983, a hardy group of 
well-wishers watched as Bishop John Russell turned over the first 
shovel of dirt for the new sanctuary.  This was no ordinary hand 
shovel, painted with ceremonial gold paint.  Bishop Russell, 
wearing a hard hat, climbed into the cab of a   
huge piece of modern earth-moving machinery and, under the 
watchful eye of a skilled operator, scooped up yards of dirt with 
one flick of the controls.  Immediately, several hundred 
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others used their own shovels to break the hard ground in 
preparation for the building program.  But the original shovel, 
which had been used on all former occasions, was used to signify 
the formal ground breaking.  It was a ceremony to remember. 
 
Eighteen months later, on September 9, 1984, Dr. Weaver preached 
the first sermon in the new sanctuary.  After the sermon, 30 
adults joined the church, the largest number of adults to join 
Spring Valley at one time since March of 1957.  Bishop Russell 
consecrated the new sanctuary on September 23. 
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This invitation was in one of the local papers in 1984 
 

 
Referring to the large window in the sanctuary, Dr, Weaver wrote: 
 

"...as I looked at the north window during the service, 
I could not help but ask, 'O God, what lies ahead? Will 
we simply lay down our tools and bask in your reflected 
glory? Or will we truly be your disciples and witness 
to your love in this community?' Only time will tell.  
However, I believe in miracles.  This is a new 
beginning for greatness in Spring Valley UMC.  Aren't 
you glad to be a part of this church? I am!" 

 
Part of the new construction was a bell tower, rising some fifty 
feet above the ground, and a Carillon system to play chimes at 
pre-programmed times, giving an outside identity to the church.  
This magnificent system was given by the Cecil Carr family, in 
memory of Cecil Carr, one of the founding members of the church, 
whose construction business had benefited the church on more than 
one occasion.  His widow, Dorothy Carr died some years later, but 
his daughters, Elizabeth Carr Gross and Margaret Carr Smith are 
members of SVUMC as the 50th anniversary of the church draws near.  
Because of illness in her family, Margaret has been unable to 
participate actively; however, Elizabeth and her husband, Robert 
have been very active in Sunday school and church activities, 
especially in the administrative area and missions. 
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The strength of every church lies in the congregation.  The story 
of the inception and building of the sanctuary is only one 
example of the stuff Spring Valley folk are made of.  Through the 
years, thousands of people have come and gone through the doors 
of the church.  Most have made contributions in their own way.  
Many have somehow gone beyond the ordinary in their zeal for the 
church.  Sunday School teachers, members of the choir, members of 
the Administrative Board and the several who have served as 
chairmen of that body, leaders and members of the various 
committees - worship, finance, evangelism, outreach and so forth 
- ushers, trustees, workers for the church bazaar, the United 
Methodist Women, the Bible Breakfast, all of the special 
programs, the lay leaders, conference delegates, and others.  
They make the church move.  In a church like Spring Valley, the 
opportunities for service are almost without limit.  At one time 
or another, the church has a need for every kind of talent.  
Neither space nor memory will reveal all of the names of all of 
the people who have made Spring Valley what it is today.  Only 
those few lay people who helped this church from the very 
beginning are included in the sparse records that survive in the 
church archives.  Even the whereabouts and circumstances of some 
of the charter members are unknown.  But Spring Valley owes 
special thanks to its laity, the very foundation of the church. 
 
Yet, if the laity is the foundation, the craftsmen are the 
professional members of the church staff.  While Dr. Weaver was 
senior pastor, John Rosenburg continued as associate pastor, 
making extraordinary contributions to the life of the church.  
Mr. Rosenburg's creativity and warm spirit infused Spring Valley 
with a galvanizing spirit of love and service. Another associate 
pastor, Jarratt Major, was not married when he came to Spring 
Valley. One of his projects was a Sunday School Class 
specifically for singles. While he was at Spring Valley, Jarratt 
married one of the single women who attended that class.  
 
Early in Bruce Weaver’s pastorate, Dave Metz was youth director.  
Later, Paulette Dalke, an ordained minister who had previously 
earned advanced degrees in the field of science and was at that 
time attending Perkins, served as an associate and youth 
director.  Madele Hares continued as director of the day school.   
 
For a time, Patty Wheaton was director of children's activities, 
but she went to another church and Opal Peyron was named 
children's minister, offering the benefit of years of 
professional children's ministry experience to a growing and 
dynamic children's program.  
 
In the music department, Margaret Mulvey continued as the church 
organist.  Near the end of Bob Langley’s ministry, Dr.Stewart 
Clark was appointed as minister of music.  Later, Ms Ann Ables 
joined the Spring Valley staff as director of music  ministries, 
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shortly after earning her degree at SMU. She was destined to 
remain at Spring Valley for 12 years. 
 
In addition, the secretarial, clerical, and custodial staff took 
care of the day-to-day operations of the church. 
 
 

"The church is not a product of the human mind or human 
hands.  The church is of God.  For nearly 2000 years, 
the church has not survived because of the perfection 
of its leaders but because God is able to use human 
beings even with our shortcomings and limitations to do 
his will." 
                                 --Bishop John Russell 

 
 
In 1985, with the new sanctuary complete, Dr. Weaver announced 
the 'Former Pastor Series'.  He invited the three previous 
pastors of Spring Valley to share the pulpit.  In July, Don 
Benton was there from Lovers Lane United Methodist Church.  In 
September, Jack Gibson, who was then district superintendent of 
the Dallas South District, delivered the sermon.  And, in 
October, Bob Langley returned to the Spring Valley pulpit for a 
Sunday.  Bruce Weaver later said that having these three 
distinguished ministers preach once again at Spring Valley was 
one of the high points of his ministry at Spring Valley. 
 
At conference time in 1986, Dr. Weaver was appointed District 
Superintendent of the Dallas-Denton District.  John Rosenburg 
took Buckingham United Methodist Church, and Dr. Paulette Dalke 
received an appointment to Savoy-Virginia Point Charge near 
Sherman, Texas.  Dr. Don F. Renshaw came to Spring Valley as 

senior pastor. 
 
Don Renshaw, pastor 
of Spring Valley 
United Methodist 
Church, 1986-1994 
 
A native Texan, Dr. Renshaw 
had been pastor of a number 
of area churches and had 
just finished a term as the 
district superintendent of 
the Paris-Sulphur Springs 
district.  Serving with Dr. 
Renshaw were Dr. Paul 
Stauffer (now deceased) and, 
later, Patricia Thresher, 
associate pastors. David 
Howeth was youth minister.  
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In 1987, Reverend Don Coke joined the ministerial staff as 
associate pastor.  This team brought both youth and maturity to 
Spring Valley.  With a focus on the Christian mission, Dr. 
Renshaw brought with him both encouragement and... enthusiasm!  
And he found enthusiasm in return, a special kind of vitality 
which he called "The Spirit of Spring Valley." 
 
 

"It's increasingly evident to me that the phrase 'the 
spirit of Spring Valley' is not merely a catch slogan, 
but a genuine attitude of mission and purpose.  
Throughout our church's life, there is evidence of a 
positive concern and commitment that we become the 
servant congregation we are capable of being..." 
                                   --Dr. Don Renshaw 

 
Almost immediately, the church launched the Labor of Love, a 
special time when members of Spring Valley go out to share their 
skills and their talents with other Methodist institutions.  On 
Labor of Love Sunday, everybody came to worship in blue jeans and 
ball caps, shorts and sneakers, work clothes of every 
description.  After church, they mobilized in teams, going 
wherever there is a need - in the homes of the needy or in local 
Methodist establishments - for carpentry and cleaning, lawn care 
and landscaping, painting and repairing - putting outreach into 
action.  During Dr. Renshaw’s tenure, it happened every year - a 
Spring Valley tradition. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
                                 The Labor of Love  
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Another activity, begun in 1986, was Spring Valley's Brush Arbor 
Days, a series of special Sunday night services during the month 
of August, a reminder of days long gone, when Methodists met out 
of doors during the hottest month of the year, trying to beat the 
heat of dog days.  Nowadays, Spring Valley beats the heat with 
air conditioning, but the spirit of the Brush Arbor was intended 
to remind us of our heritage. 
 
An active Sunday School program, an enthusiastic and creative 
congregation, a capable and innovative ministerial staff, 
meaningful worship, a strong outreach program, a sense of 
purpose: Is this what that small congregation saw when they 
banded together to form this church? Is this the "Spirit of 
Spring Valley"? 
 
        
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Once, while 
he was 

pastor 
of Spring Valley, Dr. Don Renshaw made this observation: 

 
"...my perceptions of Spring Valley are summed up as 
follows: There is nothing this congregation cannot 
accomplish as it functions as a self-conscious 
community of faith, seeking clarity and direction in 

 
                                          Brush Arbor Services  
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God's purpose and will, and offering God's love and 
grace to all within our sphere of influence.  We must 
mobilize our wide variety of talent and skill into a 
missional focus, expand our varied ministries to 
attract every interest and dimension of commitment and 
capitalize on the willing spirit of our people.  So 
shall we claim, in God's name, a bold new future...and 
so shall we fulfill His claim upon us, as we touch, 
influence, and serve all those who shall be given to 
our charge." 

 
In the late 1980s it was apparent that the physical neighborhood 
surrounding the church was changing.  To respond to needs that 
resulted from those changes, Spring Valley United Methodist 
Church answered the call to form a Hispanic ministry, called 
Nueva Vida.  By 2006, the Nueva Vida had grown from its meager 
beginnings into a sizable congregation under the able leadership 
of Carlos Nascimento, associate pastor of Spring Valley United 
Methodist Church. The Nueva Vida is a vital part of the role that 
Spring Valley plays in the community. 
 
In 1989, Spring Valley United Methodist Church opened the door to 
the Neighborhood Service Council, Incorporated, under the 
auspices of Janis Dumas, a long-time member at Spring Valley.  
Through the years, the Neighborhood Service Council has initiated 
many programs.  Early on, the Council made after-school 
activities available to the children in the neighborhood of the 
church, featuring recreational activities and private tutoring 
for children who needed extra help with their school work.  One 
of the continuing programs is an Earth Day celebration for the 
benefit of the RISE Academy on Coit Road.  On that day, hundreds 
of students from the Academy are bussed to Cottonwood Park in 
Dallas, where companies such as Texas Instruments, TXU, and Home 
Depot set up booths demonstrating ways to improve the 
environment.  In addition, the Dallas Police Department and Fire 
Department have exhibits.  Lunch is served on the grounds, picnic 
style.  When the Neighborhood Service Council began planning the 
Earth Day activities, the Dallas Cottonwood Park was unkempt and 
considered by some to be dangerous, the council was instrumental 
in having the park cleaned up.  Many members of Spring Valley 
helped with the actual clean-up and, each year members of Spring 
Valley volunteer to spend the day helping the Council to make the 
celebration a success. 
Ray Hennigh, Pastor of Spring Valley United 

Methodist Church,1994-1999 
 
As the last decade of the 20th century 
began, more changes were in the 
offing for Spring Valley.  In 1994, 
Don Renshaw answered a call to 
another venue in the Methodist system 
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and Ray Hennigh became the senior pastor of the church.   
 
Ray came to the Dallas Area from Wichita Falls, but he was no 
stranger to the area.  In years past, he had been senior pastor 
for the West Shore United Methodist Church.  After the 1994 
conference, SVUMC had the following professional staff: George 
Strickland, Minister of Discipleship; Guy Garrett, Minister of 
Administration; Eric Roth, Minster of Youth; Susanne Kerley, 
Director of Children’s Ministries, replacing Debbie Moon, who had 
moved to another church; Ann Ables, Minister of Music; Margaret 
Mulvey-Claiborne, Organist and Handbell Director; and Carrilane 
Schneckner, who was director of the weekday preschool, a job she 
took following the untimely death of Madele Hares.  Tony Holiday 
continued to oversee the custodial staff and services. 
 
As Ray got acquainted with the Spring Valley congregation, he had 
these words for his new friends: 
 

"My prayer for Spring Valley United Methodist Church is 
that each member will constantly seek to increase his 
or her circle of intimate friendships within the 
fellowship of the church. May our church be known as a 
church whose people truly love God and love each other 
also." 
 

As time passed, more changes took place. Ann Ables, who had been 
in charge of the music department for 12 years, announced plans 
to get married.  Unfortunately, her husband-to-be was about to be 
transferred to Houston, so Ann, in order to be with her fiancé, 
also moved to Houston, and became music director for a large 
Methodist church there. Bill Roberts followed her as minister of 
music. Under Ann Ables’ direction, the SVUMC chancel choir had 
sung at Carnegie Hall in New York, and at Wesley Chapel in 
London, England, as well as Elgar Hall in Malvern England, where 
John Rutter directed one of his own choral works, The Rutter 
Requiem.  In addition, the choir had traveled abroad on at least 
one other occasion. And, in Dallas, the choir presented several 
performances at the Morton H Meyerson Symphony Center in Dallas. 
Major works performed by the SVUMC choir, in other locations, 
include: ‘King David,’ singing with the choir at the Canyon Creek 
Presbyterian Church; and the ‘Mozart Requiem’, performed at 
Custer Road United Methodist Church, with choirs from Custer Road 
and First Methodist in Plano.  During one of the Meyerson 
performances Ms Mulvey played the big Lay Family Organ.  
 
In early 1996, Margaret Mulvey-Claiborne, who had recently 
received her doctorate in music, moved to another church in the 
area to be their organist.  She had been with SVUMC for 24 years.  
While they were at Spring Valley, she and Ms Ables had worked 
closely and had given some twin-piano concerts for delighted 
audiences. Later, after both had taken their new positions, they 
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got together again for another twin-piano concert in the Dallas 
area. 
 
Rusty King joined the church staff in 1996 as Director of Music 
Ministries.  Rusty was not only an accomplished, educated 
professional musician, he was also studying at Perkins.  Soon, he 
became a Diaconal and later was ordained as deacon. In his 
resume, Rusty had this to say, quoted in part: 
 

"Joy experienced when one is a Christian is best 
expressed in music. Persons who participate in the 
music ministry of a church receive even another benefit 
which is the joy of service through sharing their 
talent.  Music in a worship service enhances the spirit 
(Spirit) which is already there.  Worship is drama at 
its best... The design of worship is one in which God 
can do a 'new thing' in the hearts of the participants. 
In order for the church to go into the world, worship 
(aided by music) can serve to feed, train, inform, 
refresh, heal and encourage the members..." 

 
The music department was complete when organist John Tarver 
joined the staff in 1996.  John holds a Bachelor of Music in 
Organ and Piano Performance and a Master of Music in Organ 
Performance from the University of North Texas, with additional 
post-graduate studies in the areas of piano accompanying, voice, 
vocal coaching, and chamber music, all at the University of 
North Texas.    
   
He had previously been organist at First United Methodist Church 
of Wichita Falls, TX, where he was Dean of the Texhoma chapter 
of the American Guild of Organists. 
  
He has presented organ recitals throughout Texas and the 
southern U.S. including the 191-rank Cliburn Organ at Broadway 
Baptist Church in Fort Worth, TX.  Since he came to Spring 
Valley, he has traveled to Paris, France to attend seminars in 
French organ music and to play many of the cathedral organs, 
including Notre Dame.   
 
                             
Meanwhile, Dr Hennigh led the church into a more aggressive 
outreach program, which included working with Habitat for 
Humanity and the Austin Street shelter for the homeless in 
Dallas.  SVUMC members regularly help to build houses for 
Habitat, and serve breakfast to the homeless on a regular basis.  
 
In 1998, Zoe Thompson donated $450,000 to the church, earmarked 
for a pipe organ.  The money was given in memory of her husband, 
Dick, who had died in 1996.  Zoe and Dick had been members at 
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Spring Valley since 1962; and, from that time forward, Zoe had 
taught two or more generations of children in Sunday School. 
Meanwhile, Dick regularly served as an usher almost until the 
time of his death.  The money that Zoe gave to the organ fund, 
plus a substantial amount already in the fund set up by George 
Williams in memory of his wife, Marg Williams, made possible the 
purchase of a very fine pipe organ.   
 
 

 
Dick and Zoe Thompson, circa 1995 

 
 
Immediately, Rusty King and John Tarver, along with the church 
trustees and the music committee, began shopping for a suitable 
instrument and investigating the changes in the sanctuary, which 
would be required to get the most out of a pipe organ.  They 
selected Schoenstein & Co, Organ Builders to build and supply the 
new organ.  It was called ‘The Thompson Organ’ to honor Zoe 
Thompson, and her late husband Dick. The organ had three manuals, 
full pedal bass, five divisions, nine expression boxes, 27 
voices, 34 ranks, and 2043 pipes. 
 
In the January 2000 edition of the magazine, The American 
Organist, Spring Valley organist John Tarver wrote, 
  

"This is truly an organ for the new millennium! In an 
era of shrinking budgets, yet strong desires for the 
sound of real Pipes and the grandeur usually associated 
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with large instruments, this organ satisfies on many 
levels. In fact, it achieves effects that most far 
larger organs can't. From its ability to create 
thrilling multiple ensembles in all of the tonal 
families, independently or combined, to a remarkable 
array of solo stops and exotic tonal effects, it is 
seemingly limitless in scope. Each rank is individually 
beautiful, yet infinitely blendable. Its dynamic range 
is astounding. With all these capabilities, there is 
almost no piece of music that cannot be brought to life 
with color and verve. It is an absolute joy to play!" 

 
   
TTThhheee   TTThhhooommmpppsssooonnn   OOOrrrgggaaannn   wwwaaasss   dddeeedddiiicccaaattteeeddd   ooonnn   
FFFeeebbbrrruuuaaarrryyy   111444,,,   111999999999...   TTThhheee   ccceeellleeebbbrrraaatttiiiooonnn   
cccooonnntttiiinnnuuueeeddd   ooonnn   MMMaaarrrccchhh   111333   aaannnddd   111444   wwwiiittthhh   aaa   
rrreeeccciiitttaaalll   bbbyyy   JJJooohhhnnn   TTTaaarrrvvveeerrr   aaannnddd   aaa   pppeeerrrfffooorrrmmmaaannnccceee   
ooofff   ttthhheee   DDDuuurrruuufffllleee’’’   rrreeeqqquuuiiieeemmm   bbbyyy   ttthhheee   AAAllldddeeerrrsssgggaaattteee   
CCCooommmmmmuuunnniiitttyyy   CCChhhooorrraaallleee,,,   cccooonnnddduuucccttteeeddd   bbbyyy   RRRuuussstttyyy   
KKKiiinnnggg...   
   
 
In June 1999, the conference announced 
another change for Spring Valley.  Larry 
George became senior pastor, replacing Ray 
Hennigh, who went on to another conference 
assignment.   
 
 

 
 
 

Larry George, Pastor of 
Spring Valley United 
Methodist Church, 1999-2005              
 
Shortly after Dr. George came to 
Spring Valley, he wrote, 
 
"Spring Valley United Methodist 
Church provides all of us with 
a 'house to put our faith in.' 
The church allows us to be far 
more than a collection of 
individuals; it enables us to 
be a Community of faith and 
hope, love and service. Through 
the worship, study, fellowship, 
and service opportunities of 
Spring Valley, we are a people 
growing in love for one another 
because God in Christ first  
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loved us, a people who, in the strength of that love, 
are reaching out in concern and service to our 
neighborhood and our world. 
 
"I am grateful for each of you in this community of 
faith. I am grateful for this hospitable house called 
‘Spring Valley’ where our hearts can be at home." 

 
When Dr. George came to Spring Valley, the infrastructure was 
beginning to show its age.  The oldest part of the building, the 
part that housed Wesley hall, was more than forty years old.  The 
newest part of the building, the main sanctuary, was about  
fifteen years old. In prior years, some effort had been spent 
fixing, cleaning, and painting; but major repairs had been made 
only if a need arose, and there had been no significant 
redecorating since the various wings of the building had been 
constructed.  Larry George and his wife, Mickey, were hands-on 
supporters of the church; and, because of their personal efforts, 
others were inspired to get involved in major remodeling and 
redecorating.  As a result there were significant changes in 
color scheme, room arrangement, furniture, and artwork.  The face 
of the church, especially the interior took on a refreshing new 
look. 
 
Although Spring Valley United Methodist church has always placed 
a modest emphasis on mission, youth work parties to depressed 
areas had not been a consistent, year-after-year activity. 
However, Larry and Mickey had spent the early days of his 
ministry as missionaries in Africa.  As a result, Larry had a 
strong sense of outreach, especially to poor and disadvantaged 
communities and societies.  In 1999, SVUMC took on a sister 
church, the Slany Methodist Church, in the Czech Republic. The 
support was part of a conference initiative. For several years, 
SVUMC provided financial and moral support for that church and, 
in 2005, Elizabeth Carr Gross visited that church to illustrate 
Spring Valley’s commitment to her sister church. 
 
Also in 1999, Spring Valley became a party to a covenant 
relationship with missionary Jerri Savuto and her husband, Bill, 
who serves with Jerri in a technical capacity In Kenya, Africa.  
The Savutos return to the United States from time to time and, 
when they are here, Jerri fills the Spring Valley pulpit with an 
update of her missionary activities.   
 
During this period, Spring Valley introduced the “Dimes-a-Day” 
tradition to help finance SVUMC missions. Once a month at the 
11:00 o’clock Sunday service, there is an altar call for everyone 
attending to contribute at least a dime for each day of the month 
to support the mission program.  This money is separate from the 
regular budget items. 
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One of the achievements while Larry George was pastor of Spring 
Valley was a commitment to mission among adults.  In 2003, a team 
of SVUMC adults went to Guatemala to work in a community 
environment there, taking with them medical supplies for a 
clinic.  This was a working trip, where the SVUMC missionaries 
performed labor tasks by building and/or repairing medical 
facilities.  The first trip was so successful that annual trips 
have taken place since that time, and the mission trips have 
expanded to include other Latin American countries, as well as 
Cameroon, Africa.  For the most part, these mission trips are not 
a direct expense to the church.  They are financed mostly by the 
missionaries themselves, supplemented by donations from well-
wishers.  
 
For missions at home, Larry encouraged a strong youth movement 
involving trips to Appalachia, as well as to other places, where 
Spring Valley youth helped to repair, paint, and sometimes build 
facilities for people in stressed conditions. His partner in this 
endeavor was Frank Rahm, whose parents had been members of Spring 
Valley in the late 1960s. Frank came to Spring Valley as youth 
minister in the year 2000.  While Frank was youth minister, the 
mission of Spring Valley youth became a vital part of the youth 
program.  Two work trips each summer, to two different locations, 
became the rule.  In addition, the musical program, under Rusty 
King, generated even more interest.  As a result, under the 
auspices of Larry George, Frank Rahm, and Rusty King, the youth 
program became dynamic.  This led to more changes at Spring 
Valley. 
 
One major change was the addition of a contemporary service, 
called "Common Ground," held in Wesley Hall.  To accommodate the 
contemporary service, however, Wesley Hall had to be remodeled.  
Remodeling included not only redecorating, but also the adding of 
an elaborate sound system and a computer system with a projector, 
as well as video capabilities.  These additions made the service 
particularly attractive to young musicians in the church; but 
others who were not quite so youthful, were soon attracted by the 
Common Ground service.  It was formally inaugurated 2002.  At 
first, the service was held during the Sunday School hour, but 
the time was later changed to 11:00am on Sunday, during the same 
time that the regular 11:00 service is in session.  Initially, 
Frank Rahm handled the contemporary service, but later, he and 
Larry George began to trade pulpits occasionally. 
 
In addition to Larry George and Frank Rahm, Dr. Scott Somers, who 
came to Spring Valley as an assistant pastor in early 2001, 
sometimes shared not only the Common Ground pulpit, but also 
preached from time to time at the traditional service.  At 
conference time in 2001, Reverend Sara Pair came to Spring Valley 
as an associate pastor. She also helped with both the Common 
Ground service and the traditional service. Sara was part of the 
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North Arkansas Conference and, in 2004, she returned to Arkansas 
to resume her work there. 
 
At conference time in 2004, Reverend Anna Hosemann-Butler came to 
Spring Valley as an associate pastor.  Although she had a variety 
of other duties, she quickly became involved in the contemporary 
service, sharing the pulpit with Frank Rahm.  Meanwhile, Frank, 
who had been attending Perkins, was ordained, and was able to 
perform all ministerial duties.  Then, during the 2005 annual 
conference, he went to a Methodist Church in Coppell.  And, in 
2005, Anna earned a Doctor of Divinity degree. 
 
At the same time, Spring Valley welcomed a new senior minister, 
Dr Paul Escamilla.  The bishop named Larry George District 
Superintendent of The Dallas-Denton district.  
  
  

Paul Escamilla, Pastor of 
Spring Valley United 
Methodist Church, 2005 
 
Early in his ministry at Spring 
Valley, Dr. Escamilla wrote the 
following in a church publication: 
 
“...As I begin my work as a new 
pastor at Spring Valley, I am 
discovering a warm, diverse, 
and visionary congregation, 
full of energy and spirit...” 
 
Paul Escamilla’s ministry took on a 
strong emphasis for missionary 
activities - from Appalachia to 
Austin, Texas; from  Cameroon in 
Africa to the states of Colorado and 

Louisiana; Florida to Guatemala in Central America; and 
Matamoros, Mexico - the Spring Valley mission was truly 
international. The mission teams varied from two persons to two 
dozen or more, and the youth were as involved as the adults - 
especially on stateside mission trips.  Paul accompanied one of 
the 2006 mission trips to Guatemala. 
 
Under Paul’s auspices, the sermons have been added to the 
church’s website in the form of streaming audio; on occasion, the 
two 11:00 services - the traditional service and the Common 
Ground service - have been merged, not physically, but via audio 
and video connections; new and improved wireless microphones have 
been obtained for use by ministers and others; and there is an 
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ongoing review of the audio system in the main sanctuary.  In 
2006, the sound system in the main sanctuary turned 22 years old. 
 
Paul returned to Spring Valley after the 2006 conference, with a 
strong professional staff, comprising Dr. Anna Hosemann-Butler, 
Senior Associate Pastor; Rev. Carlos Nascimento, Associate 
Pastor, Nueva Vida; Rev. Rusty King, Music Director; Kelly Moon, 
Youth Director; John Tarver, Organist; Jan Hudgens, Children’s 
Director; Holly Lewis, Preschool Director; Jeanne Larson, Music 
Assistant; Paula Huffaker, Administrative Assistant; Carol 
Nicholas, Business Manager; and Tony Holiday, Maintenance 
Supervisor.  In addition, Dr. Don Barnes and Rev. John Dvorak 
(both retired Methodist ministers) have provided some pastoral 
Assistance.  Janice Dumas continues to provide leadership for the 
Neighborhood Service Council, Inc. 
 
On the eve of Spring Valley United Methodist Church’s 50th 
anniversary, Dr. Paul Escamilla had this to say: 
 

“Spring Valley United Methodist Church has been a part 
of my work for most of my ministry. As has been true 
for clergy and lay leadership across the annual 
conference, Spring Valley has been seen as a central 
gathering point in the life of the annual conference. 
Over the past twenty years, jurisdictional, conference, 
and district meetings, banquets, receptions, and many 
other gathering have often been held at ‘the church 
that neighbors the Conference Office,’  making Spring 
Valley a landmark for an entire annual conference. 
 
“Beyond that reputation, however, and going much 
deeper, has been the impression of Spring Valley as a 
church at the crossroads, bridging cultures and 
communities in vanguard ways. I knew that Spring Valley 
was involved in local and global mission, but I had no 
idea how extensive this outreach was until I was 
appointed as pastor in June of 2005. Immediately I 
began hearing story after story, meeting leader after 
leader, discovering project after project, mission trip 
after mission trip. The church at the crossroads of 
Coit and Spring Valley, Dallas and Richardson, 
tradition and modernity, gospel and art, truly is a 
church in mission - a church for others. 
 
“In my brief time serving this great congregation, I 
have continued to hear stories, meet new leaders, and 
discover, even now, ways in which Spring Valley is 
embodying the loving and life-giving presence of Christ 
both in the church and in the world beyond its walls. 
What I find remarkable is that, given its outward 
reach, Spring Valley is also a congregation of 
tremendous warmth and vitality. Over and over, visiting 
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friends have told me after their visits how hospitably 
they were received. As one acquaintance put it: There 
are ‘greeting’ churches and there are ‘welcoming’ 
churches. Spring Valley is definitely a ‘welcoming’ 
church.  
 
“In March 2007, Spring Valley celebrates its golden 
anniversary. Fifty years of worship, arts, fellowship, 
study, and discipleship. And fifty years of mission. I 
am honored to be the pastor of a congregation so rich 
in the gifts of the Spirit for ministry, and so blessed 
with the fruits of the Spirit for care, compassion, and 
welcome. I treasure the journey we share together 
through these golden years.  
 
“The ‘servant congregation’ that defines Spring Valley 
United Methodist Church is alive and well, and 
describes well what has for fifty years been the nature 
of our life and mission gathering together, serving the 
world. I truly believe that God will continue to use 
this congregation into the future, and in ways beyond 
our imagining, to gather and to serve in the name of 
the Christ.” 
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Appendix 2 
 

Significant Dates in the Church's History 
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January 1957      Initial Fellowship formed 
 
March 1957        Jack Gibson appointed pastor 
 
May 19, 1957    Spring Valley Methodist Church officially 
                 constituted 
 
May 20, 1957      First Official Board meeting  
 
May 19, 1958      Ground breaking for the first sanctuary 
 
December 7, 1958  First service held in the original sanctuary 
                  (now Wesley Hall) 
 
June 1962     Don Benton appointed pastor 
 
September 1977    Bob Langley appointed pastor 
 
January 1981    Bruce Weaver appointed pastor. 
 
September 1984    Present sanctuary opened 
 
June 1986         Don Renshaw appointed pastor. 
 
1993              Ray Hennigh appointed pastor  
 
1999              Larry George appointed pastor 
 
June 2005         Paul Escamilla appointed pastor 
 
June 2008 Mark Vowell appointed pastor 
 

 
 


