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Pray 
Take some time to pray as 
a family. Thank Jesus for 
being your spotless lamb. 

Read Matthew 
21:12-14. Take notice 
of the interaction 
between Jesus and 
the Pharisees 

Interactive Questions 
What happened in the 
Scripture passage above?  
What amazing things did 
Jesus do to address the 
questioning of the 
Pharisees and 
Sadducees?                      
Why was Jesus so mad?

HOLY WEEK DEVOTIONAL APRIL 13, 2022

Holy Week Devotional: Wednesday 
A Contemporary and Traditional Look at the Events of Holy Week

The Passover centered around the sacrifice of the lamb. In the book of Exodus, it 
was the sacrifice of the lamb and the spreading of its blood upon the doorposts in 
faith that spared the first born of Israel from the tenth plague, the death of the 
firstborn. When the Jews presented their lamb for Passover, it was to be without 
defect. God commanded then to choose the lamb on the 10th month, but that was 
not where the selection process ended. For the next several days, the lamb was to 
be inspected to be sure it was truly without defect. 
In the days following His triumphant entry, Jesus, the true Passover Lamb, was in 
the Temple are being”inspected.” The Pharisees and Sadducees tried on many 
occasions to show fault in Jesus by asking Him trick questions. However, Jesus 
answered all their questions and eventually frustrated them to the point that they 
plot to have him arrested and killed.
Look at the different ways that Jesus was “inspected” and how He stood up to the 
inspection:

· Matthew 21:23-27: The Authority of Jesus is Questioned
· Matthew 22:15-22: Paying Taxes to Caesar
· Matthew 22:23-33: Marriage at the Resurrection
· Matthew 22:34-46: The Greatest Commandment 

Jesus answered all these questions and more with the truth of the Lord. God 
installed the Passover with a distinct purpose in mind, to point people to the 
coming Messiah. Just as the Pharisees and Sadducees did, sometimes, we change 
the intent of what God has given us to fit our current cultural bend. Take some 
time to examine your celebration of the Resurrection. 

· In what ways has our culture changed the meaning of Resurrection    
  Sunday? What is associated with Easter today?
· In what ways have we kept the true meaning of Easter?
· What are some things that you can intentionally do as a family to help 
  keep the true meaning of Resurrection Sunday in the forefront of your 
  minds?

Connect
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The New Testament: John 13:21-32 
21After saying this Jesus was troubled in spirit, and declared, “Very truly, I tell you, one of you 
will betray me.” 22The disciples looked at one another, uncertain of whom he was 
speaking. 23One of his disciples—the one whom Jesus loved—was reclining next to 
him; 24Simon Peter therefore motioned to him to ask Jesus of whom he was speaking. 25So 
while reclining next to Jesus, he asked him, “Lord, who is it?” 26Jesus answered, “It is the one 
to whom I give this piece of bread when I have dipped it in the dish.” So when he had dipped 
the piece of bread, he gave it to Judas son of Simon Iscariot. 27After he received the piece of 
bread, Satan entered into him. Jesus said to him, “Do quickly what you are going to 
do.” 28Now no one at the table knew why he said this to him. 29Some thought that, because 
Judas had the common purse, Jesus was telling him, “Buy what we need for the festival”; or, 
that he should give something to the poor. 30So, after receiving the piece of bread, he 
immediately went out. And it was night. 
31When he had gone out, Jesus said, “Now the Son of Man has been glorified, and God has 
been glorified in him. 32If God has been glorified in him, God will also glorify him in himself 
and will glorify him at once. 

The Old Testament: Isaiah 50:4-9a 
4The Lord God has given me the tongue of a teacher, that I may know how to sustain the weary 
with a word. Morning by morning he wakens— wakens my ear to listen as those who are 
taught. 5The Lord God has opened my ear, and I was not rebellious, I did not turn backward. 6I 
gave my back to those who struck me, and my cheeks to those who pulled out the beard; I did 
not hide my face from insult and spitting. 7The Lord God helps me; therefore I have not been 
disgraced; therefore I have set my face like flint, and I know that I shall not be put to 
shame; 8he who vindicates me is near. Who will contend with me? Let us stand up together. 
Who are my adversaries? Let them confront me. 9It is the Lord God who helps me; who will 
declare me guilty? 

The Collect 

Lord God, whose blessed Son our Savior gave his body to be whipped and his face to be spit 
upon: Give us grace to accept joyfully the sufferings of the present time, confident of the glory 
that shall be revealed; through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord, who lives and reigns with you 
and the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. Amen. 

Additional Readings 

Psalm 70; Hebrews 12:1-3 
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