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Pray 
I want to encourage you 
to pray as a family to 
close your time and then 
go to a quiet place and 
pray through Psalm 139. 

Read Exodus 12:15 

Interactive Questions 
Why do you think the 
Jews were instructed to 
remove ALL the yeast 
from their homes?                
What was the penalty for 
eating anything with 
yeast during the Feast of 
Unleavened Bread? Why 
do you think the penalty 
was so harsh? 

HOLY WEEK DEVOTIONAL APRIL 12, 2022

Holy Week Devotional: Tuesday 
A Contemporary and Traditional Look at the Events of Holy Week

The Passover Meal was referred to in Jewish Festivals as a part of the week 
long Feast of Unleavened Bread. Leaven (or yeast) has a huge impact on a 
lump of dough. Did you know that leaven is alive? It is! It’s pretty amazing 
that a little bit of leaven can work through a large batch of dough and cause 
it to do something that it would not normally do. 
Generally speaking, leaven has a negative connotation in Scripture. It is 
associated with corruption or evil. As part of the Feast of Unleavened 
Bread, no one in Israel could eat bread made with leaven, but there is more:
“For seven days you are to eat bread made without yeast (leaven). On the 
first day remove the yeast from your houses, for whoever eats anything with 
yeast in it from the first day through the seventh must be cut off from 
Israel.” Exodus 12:15

Did you catch it? Not only did they have to avoid eating leaven, they had to 
completely remove any trace of it from their homes. 
According to Jewish tradition, this was more than just putting any loaves of 
bread in the garage until the feast was over. The cleaning out of leaven 
required you to clean your house from top to bottom. You searched every 
square inch of your home seeking every single crumb. Your floor was swept 
fully to ensure that no yeast was on the ground and the walls were scrubbed 
to be are there was none that had splattered during previous bakes. 
During the Passover season, there was a very strong sense of purification. 
Before Passover began, each house went through this process of total 
cleansing to remove all the leaven. As Resurrection Sunday approaches, it 
would be a good practice to check your house for leaven. Not physical 
leaven, but rather spiritual leaven. When was the last time you confessed 
your sins before the Lord? Approach Resurrection Sunday with a clean 
house. 
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The New Testament: John 12:20-36 
20Now among those who went up to worship at the festival were some Greeks. 21They came to 
Philip, who was from Bethsaida in Galilee, and said to him, “Sir, we wish to see 
Jesus.” 22Philip went and told Andrew; then Andrew and Philip went and told Jesus. 23Jesus 
answered them, “The hour has come for the Son of Man to be glorified. 24Very truly, I tell you, 
unless a grain of wheat falls into the earth and dies, it remains just a single grain; but if it dies, 
it bears much fruit. 25Those who love their life lose it, and those who hate their life in this 
world will keep it for eternal life. 26Whoever serves me must follow me, and where I am, there 
will my servant be also. Whoever serves me, the Father will honor. 
27“Now my soul is troubled. And what should I say—‘Father, save me from this hour’? No, it 
is for this reason that I have come to this hour. 28Father, glorify your name.” Then a voice came 
from heaven, “I have glorified it, and I will glorify it again.” 29The crowd standing there heard 
it and said that it was thunder. Others said, “An angel has spoken to him.” 30Jesus answered, 
“This voice has come for your sake, not for mine. 31Now is the judgment of this world; now 
the ruler of this world will be driven out.32And I, when I am lifted up from the earth, will draw 
all people to myself.” 33He said this to indicate the kind of death he was to die. 34The crowd 
answered him, “We have heard from the law that the Messiah remains forever. How can you 
say that the Son of Man must be lifted up? Who is this Son of Man?” 35Jesus said to them, 
“The light is with you for a little longer. Walk while you have the light, so that the darkness 
may not overtake you. If you walk in the darkness, you do not know where you are 
going. 36While you have the light, believe in the light, so that you may become children of 
light.” After Jesus had said this, he departed and hid from them. 

The Old Testament: Isaiah 49:1-7 
1Listen to me, O coastlands, pay attention, you peoples from far away! The Lord called me 
before I was born, while I was in my mother’s womb he named me. 2He made my mouth like a 
sharp sword, in the shadow of his hand he hid me; he made me a polished arrow, in his quiver 
he hid me away. 3And he said to me, “You are my servant, Israel, in whom I will be 
glorified.” 4But I said, “I have labored in vain, I have spent my strength for nothing and vanity; 
yet surely my cause is with the Lord, and my reward with my God.” 5And now the Lord says, 
who formed me in the womb to be his servant, to bring Jacob back to him, and that Israel 
might be gathered to him, for I am honored in the sight of the Lord, and my God has become 
my strength— 6he says, “It is too light a thing that you should be my servant to raise up the 
tribes of Jacob and to restore the survivors of Israel; I will give you as a light to the nations, 
that my salvation may reach to the end of the earth.” 
7Thus says the Lord, the Redeemer of Israel and his Holy One, to one deeply despised, 
abhorred by the nations, the slave of rulers, “Kings shall see and stand up, princes, and they 
shall prostrate themselves, because of the Lord, who is faithful, the Holy One of Israel, who 
has chosen you.” 

The Collect 

O God, by the passion of your blessed Son you made an instrument of shameful death to be for 
us the means of life: Grant us so to glory in the cross of Christ, that we may gladly suffer 
shame and loss for the sake of your Son our Savior Jesus Christ; who lives and reigns with you 
and the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. Amen. 
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