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Pray 
As Jesus was in the 
garden He prayed, “Not 
my will but yours be 
done.” As you pray today 
consider areas of your life 
where God needs to be 
in control. 

Read Matthew 
26:47-56; John 18:1-11 

Interactive Questions 
What stands out to you 
from these two accounts? 
What do these passages 
say about who Jesus is? 

HOLY WEEK DEVOTIONAL APRIL 14, 2022

Holy Week Devotional: Maundy Thursday 
A Contemporary and Traditional Look at the Events of Holy Week

After Supper, Jesus and His disciples were headed to the Garden of Gethsemane to 
pray, but before they went, Jesus made strange comment. He told His closest 
friends that they would all fall away from Him that very night. Peter jumps in and 
reassures Jesus that even if all the others were to fall away, he never would. Then 
Jesus makes the amazing prediction that Peter would disown Jesus three times 
before the rooster crows.
I am sure that now these disciples were pretty confused. Why would they fall 
away from Jesus? They had already left everything to follow Him. This was far 
more than a casual friendship. They left their families, jobs, comfort, safety, 
homes and other things to follow Christ. Now He was telling them that ALL of 
them would walk away from Him that night. What could possibly occur to make 
something so drastic happen? 
But Jesus does something afterwards that lets them know that they will fall away. 
He encourages them. He tells them that after He rises that He will go ahead of 
them to Galilee. 
Can you imagine how you would treat your friends if you KNEW that they would 
turn their backs on you? Not only did Jesus know that his closest friends would 
walk away from Him, but He also knew that in a few hours, He would be arrested, 
tried and killed. What an amazing Savior! 
Today spend some time reading about Jesus in the Garden. In Matthew 26:36-46, 
we read about the disciples and Jesus arriving in the Garden so Jesus could pray. 
We do not know all of what He prayed, but we are given a small portion of His 
prayer. In fact, He prayed the same thing three times.

· What did He ask of the Father?
· How does His prayer show submission and obedience to the Father?

Jesus had known from the beginning that this day was coming, but that did not 
make it any easier.

· How does this scene show us both the divine and the human natures of 
  Jesus?
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The New Testament: 1 Corinthians 11:23-26 
23For I received from the Lord what I also handed on to you, that the Lord Jesus on the night 
when he was betrayed took a loaf of bread, 24and when he had given thanks, he broke it and 
said, “This is my body that is for you. Do this in remembrance of me.” 25In the same way he 
took the cup also, after supper, saying, “This cup is the new covenant in my blood. Do this, as 
often as you drink it, in remembrance of me.” 26For as often as you eat this bread and drink the 
cup, you proclaim the Lord’s death until he comes. 

The Old Testament: Exodus 12:1-14 
1The Lord said to Moses and Aaron in the land of Egypt: 2This month shall mark for you the 
beginning of months; it shall be the first month of the year for you. 3Tell the whole 
congregation of Israel that on the tenth of this month they are to take a lamb for each family, a 
lamb for each household. 4If a household is too small for a whole lamb, it shall join its closest 
neighbor in obtaining one; the lamb shall be divided in proportion to the number of people who 
eat of it. [5Your lamb shall be without blemish, a year-old male; you may take it from the sheep 
or from the goats. 6You shall keep it until the fourteenth day of this month; then the whole 
assembled congregation of Israel shall slaughter it at twilight.7They shall take some of the 
blood and put it on the two doorposts and the lintel of the houses in which they eat it. 8They 
shall eat the lamb that same night; they shall eat it roasted over the fire with unleavened bread 
and bitter herbs. 9Do not eat any of it raw or boiled in water, but roasted over the fire, with its 
head, legs, and inner organs. 10You shall let none of it remain until the morning; anything that 
remains until the morning you shall burn.] 11This is how you shall eat it: your loins girded, 
your sandals on your feet, and your staff in your hand; and you shall eat it hurriedly. It is the 
passover of the Lord. 12For I will pass through the land of Egypt that night, and I will strike 
down every firstborn in the land of Egypt, both human beings and animals; on all the gods of 
Egypt I will execute judgments: I am the Lord. 13The blood shall be a sign for you on the 
houses where you live: when I see the blood, I will pass over you, and no plague shall destroy 
you when I strike the land of Egypt. 14This day shall be a day of remembrance for you. You 
shall celebrate it as a festival to the Lord; throughout your generations you shall observe it as a 
perpetual ordinance. 

The Collect 

Almighty Father, whose dear Son, on the night before he suffered, instituted the Sacrament of 
his Body and Blood: Mercifully grant that we may receive it thankfully in remembrance of 
Jesus Christ our Lord, who in these holy mysteries gives us a pledge of eternal life; and who 
now lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. Amen. 

Additional Readings 

Psalm 116:1, 10-17; John 13:1-17, 31b-35 
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