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Pray 
Today, pray for a heart 
that is ready to receive 
the gift of His glorious 
resurrection! 

Read Luke 24, and 1 
Corinthians 15:1-8 

Interactive Questions 
What is the proof that 
Jesus rose from the dead 
according to the two 
passages? How would 
this evidence be hard to 
fake? What does the 
resurrection prove?  What 
does it mean to you?    
How does the 
resurrection impact your 
daily living?

HOLY WEEK DEVOTIONAL APRIL 16, 2022

Holy Week Devotional: Saturday 
A Contemporary and Traditional Look at the Events of Holy Week

Even though Jesus made it very clear that He had no intention of staying in the 
grave, His followers were still surprised to see it empty. In Mark 16, we are told 
that Mary Magdalene, Mary the mother of James and Salome brought spices so 
they might anoint Jesus’ body. Apparently they expected that His body would still 
be in the tomb. An angel meets them instead and informed them that Jesus was no 
longer in the grave because He had risen! The passage states that they left 
trembling and bewildered.
Mary ran from the scene to tell James and Peter what she had seen and been told 
by the angel. When she arrives, she says, “They have taken the Lord out of the 
tomb, and we do not know where they have put him!” Even after seeing the angel, 
she did not understand. 
Peter and John ran to the tomb (in typical manly competition fashion, John lets us 
know that he beat Peter to the tomb). It says that after they examined the burial 
linen, they believed. They went and told Thomas, who did not believe (at least not 
until later. You can find that story in John 20:24-31). 
It is funny that Jesus laid out the plan multiple times to His disciples, but they 
could not quite believe it. I am sure that we would have a hard time believing too 
if we had been there in the moment. It is easier to see it from our vantage point 
after the fact, but what Jesus did was simply amazing. 
The Resurrection is the greatest ending to any story in human history! Jesus Christ 
paid the costly price to cover the sins of humanity. Then, to prove that He was 
triumphant over death, He came back to life on the third day, just as He had said 
that He would.
As you prepare your heart for the celebration of Resurrection Sunday, I pray that 
you and your family will spend some time together today investing in one another. 
Take the time to read through the Resurrection story in Matthew 28, Mark 16, 
Luke 24 and John 20. Celebrate with the disciples as they move from sorrow to 
joy as their hearts shift toward belief. Our Savior is victorious over the grave. He 
is risen! He is risen indeed!
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The New Testament: Matthew 27:57-66 
57When it was evening, there came a rich man from Arimathea, named Joseph, who was also a 
disciple of Jesus. 58He went to Pilate and asked for the body of Jesus; then Pilate ordered it to 
be given to him. 59So Joseph took the body and wrapped it in a clean linen cloth 60and laid it in 
his own new tomb, which he had hewn in the rock. He then rolled a great stone to the door of 
the tomb and went away. 61Mary Magdalene and the other Mary were there, sitting opposite 
the tomb. 62The next day, that is, after the day of Preparation, the chief priests and the 
Pharisees gathered before Pilate 63and said, “Sir, we remember what that impostor said while 
he was still alive, ‘After three days I will rise again.’ 64Therefore command the tomb to be 
made secure until the third day; otherwise his disciples may go and steal him away, and tell the 
people, ‘He has been raised from the dead,’ and the last deception would be worse than the 
first.” 65Pilate said to them, “You have a guard of soldiers; go, make it as secure as you 
can.” 66So they went with the guard and made the tomb secure by sealing the stone. 

The Old Testament: Lamentations 3:1-9, 19-24 
1I am one who has seen affliction under the rod of God’s wrath; 2he has driven and brought me 
into darkness without any light; 3against me alone he turns his hand, again and again, all day 
long. 4He has made my flesh and my skin waste away, and broken my bones; 5he has besieged 
and enveloped me with bitterness and tribulation; 6he has made me sit in darkness like the dead 
of long ago. 7He has walled me about so that I cannot escape; he has put heavy chains on 
me; 8though I call and cry for help, he shuts out my prayer; 9he has blocked my ways with 
hewn stones, he has made my paths crooked. 19The thought of my affliction and my 
homelessness is wormwood and gall! 20My soul continually thinks of it and is bowed down 
within me. 
21But this I call to mind, and therefore I have hope: 22The steadfast love of the Lord never 
ceases, his mercies never come to an end; 23they are new every morning; great is your 
faithfulness. 24“The Lord is my portion,” says my soul, “therefore I will hope in him.”

The Collect 

O God, Creator of heaven and earth: Grant that, as the crucified body of your dear Son was 
laid in the tomb and rested on this holy Sabbath, so may we await with him the coming of the 
third day, and rise with him to newness of life; who now lives and reigns with you and the 
Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. Amen. 

Additional Readings 

Job 14:1-14; Psalm 31:1-4, 15-16; 1 Peter 4:1-8; John 19:38-42 
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