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Pray 
Take some time to pray as 
a family. Pray that God 
would use this week to 
forever shape the way 
you think about the 
resurrection! 

Read Exodus 12:1-30; 
Leviticus 23:5-8; 
Numbers 28:16-25 

Interactive Questions 
God has some specific 
instructions about the 
Passover. Take time to 
examine the details 
regarding days and the 
animal of the Passover. 
What is the purpose 
behind these 
regulations?

HOLY WEEK DEVOTIONAL APRIL 11, 2022

Holy Week Devotional: Monday 
A Contemporary and Traditional Look at the Events of Holy Week

When was the last time you of the Passover Season. So let’s take a 
slaughtered a lamb? If you’re like me you answered, “never”. Just thinking 
about it makes me a bit queasy! But to an ancient Jew that would have been 
a normal part of life. There are some significant differences between the 
culture of the Ancient Jews and that of Modern America. To gain a richer 
understanding of the events surrounding Christ’s death, burial and 
resurrection it will be very helpful to do a bit of history today. 
PASSOVER 101 
The events of the “Passion Week” are very closely tied to the Passover. 
Throughout the week we will be referring back to the Passover many times, 
so the bulk of today will be focused there. In the “Connect” section for 
today you will be looking at a few key Passover passages in the Old 
Testament to get a feel for the events of the Passover Season. So let’s take a few 
minutes to review how the Jews got to the “First Passover”. 
>>Joseph was sold into slavery by his brothers. 
>>Joseph was ultimately elevated to second in command of Egypt. 
>>Joseph’s family came to Egypt. 
>>Joseph died and the Jews increased greatly in number. 
>>A new Pharaoh who didn’t know Joseph came to power. He realized the 
threat that the Jews posed and forced them all into slavery. 
>>Moses meets with God. God sends Moses and Aaron to tell Pharaoh to let 
the Jews go. 
>>Pharaoh doesn’t let them go so God unleashes severe plagues on Egypt. 
>>Pharaoh still doesn’t listen, so God unleashes the final plague, “the 
Plague on the Firstborn (Ex 11). This plague leads to the “First Passover”

Connect



2

TRADITIONAL DEVOTIONAL APRIL 11, 2022

The New Testament: John 12:1-11 
1Six days before the Passover Jesus came to Bethany, the home of Lazarus, whom he had 
raised from the dead. 2There they gave a dinner for him. Martha served, and Lazarus was one 
of those at the table with him. 3Mary took a pound of costly perfume made of pure nard, 
anointed Jesus’ feet, and wiped them with her hair. The house was filled with the fragrance of 
the perfume. 4But Judas Iscariot, one of his disciples (the one who was about to betray him), 
said, 5“Why was this perfume not sold for three hundred denarii and the money given to the 
poor?” 6(He said this not because he cared about the poor, but because he was a thief; he kept 
the common purse and used to steal what was put into it.)7Jesus said, “Leave her alone. She 
bought it so that she might keep it for the day of my burial. 8You always have the poor with 
you, but you do not always have me.” 9When the great crowd of the Jews learned that he was 
there, they came not only because of Jesus but also to see Lazarus, whom he had raised from 
the dead. 10So the chief priests planned to put Lazarus to death as well, 11since it was on 
account of him that many of the Jews were deserting and were believing in Jesus. 

The Old Testament: Isaiah 42:1-9 
1Here is my servant, whom I uphold, my chosen, in whom my soul delights; I have put my 
spirit upon him; he will bring forth justice to the nations. 2He will not cry or lift up his voice, 
or make it heard in the street; 3a bruised reed he will not break, and a dimly burning wick he 
will not quench; he will faithfully bring forth justice. 4He will not grow faint or be crushed 
until he has established justice in the earth; and the coastlands wait for his teaching. 
5Thus says God, the Lord, who created the heavens and stretched them out, who spread out the 
earth and what comes from it, who gives breath to the people upon it and spirit to those who 
walk in it: 6I am the Lord, I have called you in righteousness, I have taken you by the hand and 
kept you; I have given you as a covenant to the people, a light to the nations,7to open the eyes 
that are blind, to bring out the prisoners from the dungeon, from the prison those who sit in 
darkness. 8I am the Lord, that is my name; my glory I give to no other, nor my praise to 
idols. 9See, the former things have come to pass, and new things I now declare; before they 
spring forth, I tell you of them.

The Collect 

Almighty God, whose most dear Son went not up to joy but first he suffered pain, and entered 
not into glory before he was crucified: Mercifully grant that we, walking in the way of the 
cross, may find it none other than the way of life and peace; through Jesus Christ your Son our 
Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. Amen. 

Additional Readings 

Psalm 36:5-11; Hebrews 9:11-15 
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