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To the Churches 
An Intimate Look at the Letters in Revelation

Sunday, December 26, 2021

Preserved: To the Church in PhiladelphiaRevelation 3:7-13

This Week:
In response to what the Lord 

Jesus has shown us the 
mission that He has called us 

all to. We are to love one 
another, that out of that love, 

hearts and lives might be 
radically transformed for Him. 

Are you surrendering to 
Christ’s love and allowing Him 
to preserve you as you give of 

yourself in relationship to 
others?

Are you pouring into others 
the same way that Christ is 

pouring into you? 

The church in Philadelphia was 
being built up by Christ by 

being reminded of their 
purpose and calling. They 

were on mission for the glory 
of the Lord. In the same way, 
you and I are on mission for 

the glory of God. Every 
moment is an opportunity to 

pour out His love into the 
other relationships of our lives. 
This week, Intentionally invest 

in at least one other 
relationships each day.

The city of Philadelphia was named after the brotherly love that the King of Pergamum 
possessed for his brother. The city of Philadelphia was unique among the cities in the 
city state of Pergamum as it was colonized for a specific purpose. The intent of 
founding the city of Philadelphia was to subversively assimilate the city states of Lydia 
and Phrygia into Greek culture and life. The mission of the city was one of peaceful 
influence leading to radical transformation. The mission was very successful as the 
people of Lydia embraced the Greek language and culture to the point of forgetting 
their own language.  

As Jesus writes His letter to the church in Philadelphia, He points to His authority as 
the One who is holy and true as well as His unique position as the One who holds the 
key of David. Jesus is the One to whom authority to enter the New Jerusalem lies. He 
is the One who opened the door to salvation. In His might alone does that door remain 
open and when He chooses that door will become shut.  

He places the church in Philadelphia at the open door. What a powerful picture of the 
purpose of the church. They are to usher people through the open door of salvation 
and into the loving arms of Christ. Just as the city of Philadelphia was strategically 
placed to infiltrate and takeover the culture of the surrounding people, the Lord has 
strategically placed Christians and churches in the midst of neighborhoods, 
workplaces and cities all around the world for the expressed intent of radically 
transforming those around them.  

The city of Philadelphia utilized the very strategy for which it was named, brotherly 
love, to spread the viral Greek culture. In the same manner, the Lord has called us to 
use the same strategy. “By this everyone will know that you are my disciples, if you 
love one another” John 13:35. In the Lord’s perfect plan, He has called His people to 
peacefully spread the hope of Christ and usher people into the Kingdom of God 
through brotherly love of one another.  

The more that we love one another, the greater the testimony of Christ resounds in the 
hearts and minds of others. There is great truth in cliche statements that we make like 
people only care what you know after they know how much you care. We are called to 
subversively transform our world to Christ through the use of the undeniable weapon 
of brotherly love. What a picture! Our lives are transformed and radically changed as a 
result of the love that Christ has and continues to pour out upon us. The more His love 
is experienced and soured out into our lives, the more radically we are transformed. In 
that same way, the Lord tells us to do the same. Out of the overflow of Christ’s love 
upon us, we pour out love into the hearts and lives of others.  

His love will be more than enough to sustain us through the most difficult of 
relationships as we remain attached to the overflowing love that He has for us. 

Lorem Ipsum
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