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To the Churches 
An Intimate Look at the Letters in Revelation

Sunday, November 21, 2021

False Prophets: To the Church in ThyatiraRevelation 2:18-29

This Week:
In response to what the Lord 
Jesus has shown us about the 
danger of combining the faith 
of the world with our faith in 

Christ, take some time to 
reflect on your walk with 

Christ.

Are there areas of your life 
where you depend on the 

world or your own strength 
over reliance upon the Lord?

Are there areas of your life 
that you fit in more with the 
world than with the Lord? 

The church in Thyatira had lost 
sight of their need for the Lord 

because they had given 
themselves over to 

dependence upon the 
provision of the world. The 

Scriptures continually point us 
to the need to remind our 
hearts of our need for the 

Lord. This week, how might 
you instill reminders in your 
everyday life of your need for 

the Lord? 

The church in Thyatira was an active and vibrant church at first glance. Their 
members were generous and their means by which to provide for the needs of others 
and their community abounded. They were accomplishing great works in the name of 
Christ. At first glance, they appear to be a body of believers who should be praised 
and applauded for their faith.  

Upon further examination though, Jesus takes great issue with the church in Thyatira. 
He tells them that they have given themselves over to the teachings of that woman 
Jezebel. In 1 Kings 16:31, Jezebel is introduced as the wife of King Ahab, the King of 
the Northern Kingdom of Israel. Jezebel brought with her the worship of Baal and 
moved the Northern Kingdom away from the Lord by banishing those who would not 
honor her god. It was not that she required the people of Israel to denounce the Lord, 
but she wanted them to include Baal as the Lord’s equal in worship and praise.  

In Jesus’ letter to the church in Thyatira, He points his hearers back to the picture of 
Jezebel who led the nation into ruin and judgment. The worship of Baal would remain 
prominent through the entirety of the reign of the kings in the Northern Kingdom. The 
nations worship of this false god would lead to their judgment by the Lord Almighty 
and their captivity under the Assyrians. In this same light, the Lord instructs the church 
that they are being led astray by a false teacher who is leading them to ruin and the 
judgment of the Lord.  

There is always great danger for the church to focus on the works of the hand as the 
evidence of their faith in the Lord as opposed to the motivations of the heart. In the 
example of Christ, we see His motivation for generosity, teaching, healing, and truly 
every action that He accomplished was His dependence upon the Lord and His desire 
to glorify God in all things. Jesus was motivated to be less that the Lord may be made 
more. He saw others as greater than Himself so His acts and deeds were done for 
their benefit over His own. When our focus is on the works of our hands, our 
motivation becomes self-serving. We desire to grow in acclaim for our deeds as 
opposed to being motivated by the heart of Christ.  

The world will always be motivated by self-serving causes and deeds. The world will 
present compromise as a win/win scenario. The Lord does not offer compromise for 
compromise will lead to destruction. You can not serve two masters for the result will 
be that you love one over the other. In other words, our dependence can not be 
divided. We are either fully dependent upon the Lord or we are dependent upon 
ourselves and the work of our hands.  

Are you struggling trying to serve two masters? Are you motivated to do good deeds 
so that others may see your good works and praise your efforts? The Scriptures say 
that the Lord alone is worthy of worship and praise. Are you willing to give all the 
praise over to the Lord? Lorem Ipsum
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