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To the Churches 
An Intimate Look at the Letters in Revelation

Sunday, November 21, 2021

Repent: To the Church in PergamumRevelation 2:12-17

This Week:
In response to what the Lord 
Jesus has shown us through 
His letter to the church in 

Pergamum, take some time to 
examine your life. 

Do you find that you have 
made compromises in your life 
that fit more closely with the 

world than with Christ?

When difficulty comes, do you 
rely on yourself or do you turn 
to Christ for guidance and aid?

The church in Pergamum had 
been praised for remaining 

faithful, even in times of great 
persecution, but the Lord saw 
that their faith would not hold 

for long because their 
steadfastness was being 
compromised by their 

dependance upon the world. 
This week, choose one 

something that will draw you 
closer to God and take the 

time to do it. Maybe go for a 
prayer walk in the beauty of 
creation or write a letter to 

God. 

To the church in Pergamum, the Lord praises to the faithful that He will give them the 
white stone with a new name on it. This passage has many possible interpretations.  

1. There was a Rabbinic legend that precious stones fell from heaven along with the 
manna. The white stone would then simply stand for the precious gifts of God to 
his people. 

2. In the ancient world, colored stones were used as counter for doing calculations. 
This could mean that Christians are counted among the number of the faithful. 

3. In the ancient law courts, white and black stones were used for registering the 
verdicts of juries. Black for guilty and white for both guilty. This could mean that 
Christians are acquitted in the sight of the Lord because of the saving work of 
Jesus Christ. 

4. In the ancient world, tesserae, little tablet made of wood, metal or stone, were 
written upon to signify ones merit or gain. These tessera were given as victory 
prizes at the games of the day and would confer the winner the right of free entry 
to all public entertainment. They were also used as vouchers for guests at 
prestigious homes for the right to partake of the food and drink in the hosts house. 
Finally, they were given to gladiator who had fought with valor and had received 
the honor of their freedom. This could mean that Christians are the prized 
gladiators of the Lord who have received the prize of the fruits of the Lord. 

5. In the ancient world, a particularly happy day was called a white day. It was said 
that the Thracians and the Scythians kept in their homes an urn into which for 
every happy day they threw a white stone and for every unhappy day a black 
stone. At the ends of their lives, the stones were counted; and, depending on the 
greater number of white or black stones, a person was said to have had a 
wretched or a happy life. This would mean that, through Jesus Christ, Christians 
can have the joy that no one can take from them (John 16:22). 

6. Finally, one of the most common of all customs in the ancient world was to carry a 
small lucky object, or charm. It might be made of a precious metal or a precious 
stone, but often it was nothing more than a pebble. On the pebble there was a 
sacred name; to know a god’s name was to have a certain power over that god, to 
be able to summon him to one’s aid in time of difficulty and to have control over the 
demons. Such an object was thought to be doubly effective if no one but the owner 
knew the name that was inscribed upon it. Most likely, what John is saying is: ‘Your 
friends—and you did the same in the days before you became a Christian—carry 
charms with superstitious inscriptions on them and they think they will keep them 
safe. You need nothing like that; you are safe in life and in death because you 
know the name of the only true God.’ Lorem Ipsum
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