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To the Churches 
An Intimate Look at the Letters in Revelation

Sunday, November 21, 2021

Persecution is Coming: To the Church in SmyrnaRevelation 2:8-11

This Week:
In response to what the Lord 
Jesus has shown us through 
His letter to the church in 
Smyrna, take some time to 

reflect on your perspective of 
troubles in your life. 

During times of trouble in your 
life, is your perspective in the 
moment or are you able to see 

beyond your present 
circumstances?

Who do you rely on to 
overcome the troubles of life 

as they come your way?

The church in Smyrna had to 
remain faithful to the Lord as 
persecution came. There was 
always an easier way out, but 

that way would keep them 
from remaining faithful. This 

week, begin each day by 
identifying areas of potential 
troubles in your day. Pray that 
the Lord be the One that you 
rely on in those moments. 

Make a specific plan on how 
you will lean on the Lord to 
overcome what you face.

Smyrna was the crown jewel of Asia Minor. While Ephesus was the most popular city, 
Smyrna was by far the most beautiful. It was one of the few planned cities in the 
known world. Due to its layout being actually planned, the city featured broad streets 
that allowed for ease of commerce and trade. Smyrna had a protected harbor that met 
with the center of town. In times of war, this harbor was easily closed by running a 
chain across its mouth leading back to the Mediterranean. Behind the city of Smyrna 
was the Pagos, a hill covered with temples and noble buildings. Smyrna built temples 
to multiple gods and caesars. There was even a road built of gold that ran from the 
temple of Zeus to the temple of Cybele.  

Smyrna had other claims to its greatness. It was a city defined by the loyalty of its 
people. The people of Smyrna had supported Rome since before the Roman Empire 
had held any real power or had become the dominant power it was at the writing of 
this letter. It was also a city that held a tremendous amount of local pride and 
municipal rivalry. There was a great desire to be better and more desirable than the 
cities that surrounded it.   

It is with this backdrop that the Lord Jesus writes to the church in Smyrna. Jesus 
states that He knows their affliction and their poverty. In the Greek, there are two 
words that describe poverty, Penia and Ptocheia. Penia was the word used to 
describe physical poverty while Ptocheia spoke of total destitution. It was put this way: 
penia describes the state of someone who has nothing superfluous; ptocheia 
describes the state of someone who has nothing at all. Jesus tells His church that He 
knows what they are experiencing. The afflictions they are enduring and the cost that 
they are paying for their faith.  

These words would have brought some comfort to those who were enduring the 
persecution of the Jews and the Romans at the time. Our Savior knows intimately 
affliction and poverty as everything was stripped from Him as He was marched to the 
cross. As our Lord hung and created His last breathe, He was naked and destitute, 
not even possessing the comfort of the Father. But take notice of how the letter 
begins: These are the words of Him who is First and Last, who died and came to life 
again. Our Savior has intimately tasted affliction and persecution, but He overcame it. 
Its hold was temporary for He is eternal.  

There will be troubles in this life. Troubles are the byproduct of a broken and fallen 
world desiring to pull itself further and further from its creator. The hope of Christ lies in 
His promise that just as He has overcome the world, so will His people. Jesus, in His 
letter to the faithful in Smyrna, promises that in the end they will receive the crown of 
life. The imagery used here is of a crown given to the victor of the games. Did you 
hear that? At the end of our trials is the crown of victory. This is the promise of Christ: 
we will have troubles in this life, but those troubles will all be temporary for the One 
who is everlasting does not give us troubles but rather victory. Our faithfulness to 
remain steadfast in Christ will result in victory!

Lorem Ipsum
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