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To the Churches 
An Intimate Look at the Letters in Revelation

Sunday, November 21, 2021

Abandoned Love: To the Church in EphesusRevelation 2:1-7

This Week:
In response to what the Lord 
Jesus has shown us through 
His letter to the church in 

Ephesus, take some time for 
some self-reflection on your 

motivations and intentions for 
how you are living life. 

Are the decisions of your life 
being driven by your 

relationship with the Lord?

What things in your daily life 
are you relying upon the Lord 

to accomplish?

The church in Ephesus fell 
prey to falling into the rut of 
rout obedience. They deeds 
were being done under their 

own strength. This week, write 
down two things that you feel 
Christ is calling you that are 
outside of your comfort zone 
or your ability to accomplish 

on your own. Pray for the 
Lord’s leadership to move you 
to take the step of faith and 
accomplish these things this 

week. 

Ephesus was the most important of the seven cities to whom the Lord wrote letters to 
in the book of Revelation. Pergamum was the capital of Asia Minor, where the seven 
churches are located, but Ephesus was by far the areas greatest city. Situated at the 
mouth of the Cayster River, Ephesus served as the great commercial center of the 
known world. Much of the trade of the East came to the Aegean via the port of 
Ephesus. The great Roman road from the Euphrates found its end in Ephesus, as did 
the roads from the Cayster Valley and the Maeander Valley to the south. This made 
the city of Ephesus the central stopping place for much of the trade occurring in the 
Roman Empire.  

This tremendous movement of people also made Ephesus a central religious hub. 
While the primary god worshipped in Ephesus was Artemis, the city served as a hub 
for many religious movements. The Apostle Paul spent more than 2 years in Ephesus 
establishing the church before passing leadership on to Timothy. In the midst of this 
melting pot of influences, the Lord established the church in Ephesus victoriously to 
His glory.  

The Lord opens His letter to the Ephesians with praise for the way that the work and 
mission of the gospel had been allowed to take root in the hearts and lives of the 
people. The impact of the gospel could be clearly seen in the deeds of the church as 
they cared for one another and their persevering faith even with the continued 
opposition of differing religious beliefs. These were Christians who were not only 
talking the talk, but they were walking the walk too.  

Jesus though has some words against the church in Ephesus. They had lost their first 
love. When the church began, the people were dependent upon Jesus to mold and 
shape them to conform to this new life that He had saved them for. They had turned 
from their former ways and beliefs, and they clung to Christ to show them what it 
meant and looked like to be reconciled to the Father. The Lord was their first love and 
they pursued Him with every fiber of who they were. But now, the church was more 
established. There were now patterns in their lives and practices in place that reflected 
their faith in Christ. The need for Christ was traded for the fulfillment of familiar 
routines and expressions of love. The church became guilty of doing “the right things,” 
but they had lost sight of why they were doing those things in the first place.  

Our intent is more important than our actions themselves. “Men judge by outward 
appearance, but I look at a man’s thoughts and intentions” 1 Samuel 16:7. The Lord 
has always been concerned with the reason why over the what in our lives. This truth 
is timeless and should cause us to pause today. Are my actions being done out of 
dependance upon the One who has called me to them? Are my actions motivated by 
a desire to earn favor with the Lord? When our actions are done in an attempt to 
appease the Lord, we have lost sight of the truth. We are already enough in the eyes 
of the Lord because of Christ. Instead, our actions should be done out of an overflow 
of our devotion and obedience to the Lord. 

Lorem Ipsum
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