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INTRODUCTION 
 
You are Loved & Sent! For the next 42 days we are going to 
dig into the foundational truths that we are Loved & Sent by 
God. Each day we’ll read a few verses from the Bible that 
remind us of Who God is, who we are in Him, and how we can 
share that with others. These reflections have been written by a 
bunch of real people (women, men, and teens!), sharing what 
they’ve learned about following Jesus as loved and sent ones. 
  
If you've not heard this language of being Loved & Sent (or 
Covenant & Kingdom) before, or if you need a little refreshing... 
  
As LOVED ones, we have a Father who gives us our Identity 
(not because we've earned it, but because he loves us) and calls 
us his kids.  Having received this covenant identity through 
Jesus, we can walk confidently in Obedience, not having to 
earn the love of our Father through good behavior. 
  
As SENT ones, our Father has a big job: He's the King of the 
universe.  But since the creation of the world, he's been looking 
for a covenant people to represent him.  Once we are in 
covenant with him through Christ, he gives us his Authority and 
his Power through the Holy Spirit to act on his behalf in this 
world that he so loves. 
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We encourage you to take some time each day to read, reflect, 
and pray. Let's dig deep into God and live our lives out of that! 
 
A special thanks to the people of Damascus Road Church for 
writing these reflections and sharing them freely with others.  
 
Thanks also to Shannon Colwin, Dick Wiedenheft, and Sarah 
Grace Wiedenheft for bringing this resource to completion.  



 
 
DAY 1 
 
Matthew 22:34-40 (NIV) 
Hearing that Jesus had silenced the Sadducees, the Pharisees 
got together. One of them, an expert in the law, tested him with 
this question: “Teacher, which is the greatest commandment in 
the Law?” 
Jesus replied: “‘Love the Lord your God with all your heart and 
with all your soul and with all your mind.' This is the first and 
greatest commandment. And the second is like it: ‘Love your 
neighbor as yourself.' All the Law and the Prophets hang on 
these two commandments.” 
 
Reflection by Shannon C 
I’ve always loved these verses. Jesus is being asked about 
what’s most important, and he wraps all of God’s commands 
into two big ones: Love God, and love people. For a long time, 
I’ve been impressed by the kind of love Jesus wants us to have 
for God; it’s an every-part-of-me-is-yours kind of love: heart, 
soul, mind. (Mark adds “strength” to the list.) It’s all 
encompassing. 
  
It’s also impossible if I’m only relying on my own strength. I can 
start my day with my vision on loving God and loving people, 
but often it only takes fifteen minutes before I’ve already missed 
the mark. You know what that’s like too? What do we do with 
that? Do we just try harder? We could, but I think that 
perpetuates the cycle. 
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I’ve found that success in loving God and loving others only 
comes when I recognize and am reminded how much I 
am loved by God first. When I recognize that I am loved by the 
Father who gives me my identity (not because I’ve earned it, but 
because He’s that good!), then I can walk that out in obedience. 
Then I can return the love to Him and extend it to others. 
  
Before you set your sights on loving God and loving people 
today, do you know how much He loves you? Take a few 
moments to let Him remind you of that. 
  
Once you receive that, how can you respond to Him today?  
How can you extend that love to others?  
 
Take a few moments right now to pray and ask God to speak 
and for the courage to respond. 
 
  



 
 
DAY 2 
 
Isaiah 49: 13-16 (NIV) 
Shout for joy, you heavens; 
rejoice, you earth; 
burst into song, you mountains! 
For the Lord comforts his people 
and will have compassion on his afflicted ones. 
But Zion said, “The Lord has forsaken me, 
the Lord has forgotten me.” 
“Can a mother forget the baby at her breast 
and have no compassion on the child she has borne? 
Though she may forget, 
I will not forget you! 
See, I have engraved you on the palms of my hands; 
your walls are ever before me. 
 
Reflection by Melissa L 
The first thought that came to mind is honestly how the approach 
to God comes from a place of doubt: “But Zion said, “The Lord 
has forsaken me, the Lord has forgotten me.” At the risk of 
being vulnerable, I must confess that I am in a season of having 
my faith challenged. There are things I have asked for that seem 
impossible. As I prayed, I realized that He chose this verse very 
specifically for me. I trust that my process will double as a 
personal boost in confidence in The Lord as well as an 
encouragement to the body.  
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Before I could fully process this verse, I needed to understand 
what Jesus meant when He said, “See, I have engraved you on 
the palms of my hands; Your walls are ever before me.” Upon 
digging deeper, I learned that the high priest would engrave the 
names of the tribes of Israel on stones and fasten them to his 
robe as a reminder that he represents all of Israel when he 
ministers. Further, he is ever concerned for the well-being of the 
people within the walls of Jerusalem.  
 
So what does this mean for us? How does this remind us that we 
are loved and sent?  
 
Jesus is our ultimate high priest. Beyond a stone on a robe, our 
names are engraved on the PALM OF HIS HAND. He sees us. 
He sees every desire. Every need. Every hope. Even when we 
find ourselves in periods of darkness and doubt, He is there in 
the unknown. He is still moving, even when we can’t see His 
work. He never leaves us. He never forsakes us. He never 
forgets us. We are on His mind every moment of every day and 
we are safe. Times of doubt are an invitation to lean harder into 
his presence and proclaim that He will make a way where we 
can’t see one. We are loved by a God who is not only all 
powerful but who chooses to act in kindness towards us every 
time! When I consider the greatness and purity of that love, I 
can’t help but want to invite others to know that love. Love that 
is like a blanket of snow, love that covers everything. 
 
And, because Jesus likes to show off, the song Way Maker just 
came on. “You are way maker, miracle worker, promise 
keeper, light in the darkness. My God, that is who you are.”  



 
Take a few moments right now to pray. Is there an area in your 
life where you might be struggling to keep the faith that you 
could surrender to God, or an area where you can celebrate 
that God made something happen that seemed impossible? 
  



 
 
DAY 3 
 
John 1:12-23 (NIV) 
Yet to all who did receive him, to those who believed in his 
name, he gave the right to become children of God — children 
born not of natural descent, nor of human decision or a 
husband's will, but born of God.4The Word became flesh and 
made his dwelling among us. We have seen his glory, the glory 
of the one and only Son, who came from the Father, full of 
grace and truth. 
(John testified concerning him. He cried out, saying, “This is the 
one I spoke about when I said, ‘He who comes after me has 
surpassed me because he was before me.'”) Out of his 
fullness we have all received grace in place of grace already 
given. For the law was given through Moses; grace and truth 
came through Jesus Christ. No one has ever seen God, but the 
one and only Son, who is himself God and is in closest 
relationship with the Father, has made him known. 
Now this was John's testimony when the Jewish leaders in 
Jerusalem sent priests and Levites to ask him who he was. He 
did not fail to confess, but confessed freely, “I am not the 
Messiah.” 
They asked him, “Then who are you? Are you Elijah?” 
He said, “I am not.” 
“Are you the Prophet?” 
He answered, “No.” 
Finally they said, “Who are you? Give us an answer to take 
back to those who sent us. What do you say about yourself?” 
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John replied in the words of Isaiah the prophet, “I am the voice 
of one calling in the wilderness, ‘Make straight the way for the 
Lord.' ” 
 
I John 3:1 (NIV) 
See what great love the Father has lavished on us, that we 
should be called children of God! And that is what we are!  
 
Reflection by Patrick B 
I found myself reflecting on two key items in these passages. 
First, John the Baptist knew his identity and embraced it. And, in 
knowing his identity, he was able to do great things in 
preparation for Jesus. 
 
Second (and this is a bit more long-winded), I once took a work 
trip to New York City and decided to go to the top of the 40 
Rockefeller Center. From that location, I could see the whole 
city. There were a few airplanes above and millions of lights all 
around me. I felt fairly insignificant in comparison to the millions 
of people around me. While I was there, I also reflected on the 
universe. Our sun is one of hundreds of billions of stars in our 
galaxy. And an estimated two trillion galaxies are in the 
universe - all hosting stars of their own. It’s easy to picture 
mankind to be meaningless in the vastness of the universe. 
During that moment, I wondered, “Do I even matter?” 
 
But these passages point out that I do matter. John 1:14 points 
out that the Word became flesh and dwelt with us. That is, we 
matter enough to God that He decided to come be with us. But 
it’s more than that. John 1:12-13 and 1 John 3:1 point out that 



God loves us greatly - He took the effort for each of us, 
individually, to have an identity as children of God. That is, I am 
significant - I matter to God. You are significant - you matter to 
God. 
 
  



 
 
DAY 4 
 
Luke 6:36 (NRSV) 
Be merciful, just as your Father is merciful. 
 
Reflection by Justin B 
Mercy isn’t a word we use often in daily language anymore. 
Normally, we see the word mercy used in situations where 
someone is begging for mercy in order to preserve their life. I 
think, in many ways, we have come to equate mercy with pity 
and if there is anything we do not want, it's pity.  
 
So what does this mercy word really mean? What is Jesus 
saying to us when he uses this word? The word for mercy used 
here literally means, having concern for another’s state of 
suffering. Another word we could use is compassion. It is a 
justice term, a kingdom term. It is a term that has to do with 
providing care and concern for the brokenness of our world 
and, through the presence of Jesus, providing space for healing, 
restoration, and an opportunity to make all things new again!   
 
When I sit with this verse and this understanding of mercy, I am 
moved at the character of our Father. It is incredibly good news 
that our Father in Heaven is full of mercy for you and me. He is 
present to our sufferings. He cares for our brokenness and 
provides space for healing and renewal through His Spirit to 
occur. Pause and sit in the mercy and care of our Father. Allow  
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his caring presence to warm your heart and embrace your soul 
in the face of your current trials. 
 
From there, we are commanded to go and be merciful to those 
in our world. We are called to make spaces for healing, 
presence, and restoration, just as our Father has done so with 
us. We do this not to score points for heaven but to see the 
world changed, the kingdom come, and the lives we share 
space with to be transformed.  
 
On this day of Lent, receive the mercy of our Father through the 
lived presence of Jesus who came to this world and suffered 
among us. And then go be the lived presence of Jesus, 
displaying the good news of his mercy to the world around us — 
Amen. 
 
  



 
 
Day 5 
 
Hebrews 1:3 (ESV) 
[Jesus] is the radiance of the glory of God and the exact 
imprint of his nature, and he upholds the universe by the word 
of his power. After making purification for sins, he sat down at 
the right hand of the Majesty on high. 
 
Reflection by Kevin F 
In the English Standard Version, the chapter heading for 
Hebrews Chapter 1 is: “The Supremacy of God’s Son.”  Verse 
three tells us four key things that are characteristics of this 
supremacy. 

1. “He is the radiance of the glory of God."  Glory is often 
viewed metaphorically as light (e.g., Isa. 60:1, 19; 2 Cor. 
4:4–6; Rev. 21:23), and here the Son is that glorious light 
of God.  

2. “...and the exact imprint of his nature.”  Jesus is the full 
and definitive representation, the exact imprint, of God’s 
real being.  Thus, the Son is identical in substance to God, 
being himself fully God.  In all attributes and abilities, the 
Son is exactly like the Father.  

3. “...he upholds the universe by the word of his power.”  The 
Son, who created the universe (Heb. 1:2), upholds it by his 
own powerful word (cf. Col. 1:17).  If he were not 
currently in control of everything that was happening, the 
universe would literally spin out of control and into chaos. 
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4. “After making purification for sins, 
he sat down at the right hand of the Majesty on high.”  Jes
us deals with the human need of purification for 
sins (see Heb. 9:11–10:18). Jesus ascends to the place of 
supreme authority (the right hand of God). (See Heb. 
1:13; 8:1; 10:12; 12:2; also e.g., Mark 14:62; Acts 
2:33; Rom. 8:34; Eph. 1:20; 1 Pet. 3:22). The fact that he 
has sat down there indicates that his work of salvation has 
been completed. 

 
The description of the Son in verse three gives us clear insight 
into who the Son is, as well as the Father.  
 
As you reflect on this picture of our God, how is it different than 
what you might already hold true? How does this description 
impact your life today? 
 
 
  



 
 
DAY 6 
 
Luke 12:32-34 (NIV) 
Do not be afraid, little flock, for your Father has been pleased 
to give you the kingdom. Sell your possessions and give to the 
poor. Provide purses for yourselves that will not wear out, a 
treasure in heaven that will never fail, where no thief comes 
near and no moth destroys. For where your treasure is, there 
your heart will be also. 
 
Reflection by Shannon C 
Years ago, a friend gently challenged me about my lack of 
financial giving. It wasn’t a shaming conversation. Instead, God 
used it to open my eyes to see more that He had for me and 
through me. I had been living with a scarcity mindset instead of 
really trusting in God’s provision. 
  
I don’t think I’m alone in that. We have a tendency to live tight-
fisted and hold on to what we have. But that’s not where we 
really find life. 
  
When we realize that God has made His resources available to 
us, that He loves us and will provide, our trust can grow so that 
our grip loosens and we begin to follow Him in generosity. I 
love how this passage also highlights that God’s generosity to 
us comes out of His delight, pleasure, happiness, and gladness.  
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He doesn’t give begrudgingly out of mere duty; His giving is 
overflow. 
  
As children and ambassadors of the King, we show the world 
by our generosity that we will not live in fear or worry. We trust 
that God will provide. We give because we’ve been given. Our 
true treasure is in God’s Kingdom, not the stuff of earth, and 
while stuff fades, the abundance of God’s Kingdom lasts 
forever. 
  
Do you know God like that? Have you experienced His delight 
and generosity with you? 
Take a few moments reflecting on that. Spend some time 
thanking Him. Then ask Him to show you ways you can reflect 
His generosity to others.   



 
 
DAY 7 
 
John 14:26 (AMP) 
But the Helper (Comforter, Advocate, Intercessor—Counselor, 
Strengthener, Standby), the Holy Spirit, whom the Father will 
send in My name [in My place, to represent Me and act on My 
behalf], He will teach you all things. And He will help you 
remember everything that I have told you. 
 
Reflection by Tracie F 
Our God is so good to us.  Not only did He sacrifice his only 
Son for us, but he sent the Holy Spirit to live inside of us.  We 
have a constant helper whom Jesus said was sent to teach us all 
things and help us remember the Word of God.  If I am honest, 
I sometimes forget about that source of power and help that is 
with me always.  I have the tendency to want to look to myself 
and my knowledge to help me figure things out.  In the last 
couple of weeks, I have had some intense situations that have 
come up at work and I would play them over and over in my 
head, trying to figure out what would be the best response.  This 
habit takes up a lot of energy and time. At times I wished there 
was a switch that I could just turn off to quiet the noise.  I was 
talking with a friend, and he reminded me that, in those 
moments when my mind is racing, I have the choice to take a 
deep breath and ask the Helper what He wants me to focus my 
attention on.  Just that one simple question can help stop all the 
noise and allow Him the space to speak the truth I need to hear, 
just as Jesus said he would in this Scripture.   
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My prayer for everyone who has surrendered their life to Jesus 
is that you would be reminded today of the gift of the Holy 
Spirit, our helper, who lives inside of us.  He is always there 
waiting for us to engage Him.  
  



 
 
DAY 8 
 
Ephesians 2:8-10 (NLT) 
God saved you by his grace when you believed. And you can’t 
take credit for this; it is a gift from God. Salvation is not a 
reward for the good things we have done, so none of us can 
boast about it. For we are God’s masterpiece. He has created 
us anew in Christ Jesus, so we can do the good things he 
planned for us long ago. 
 
Reflection by Leslie C 
Can you remember a time when you felt the satisfaction of 
bringing order out of chaos? Have you set a thing right that was 
previously wrong? Or what does it feel like to make something 
beautiful that, before you touched it, was blank or plain? How 
do you feel when your “work” makes something better? 
 
These verses in Ephesians paint a picture of God’s work in us. 
God’s gift of saving grace brings order to our chaos, sets right 
what was wrong, and makes beautiful, light-filled lives from 
what was darkness and death before. All because He has loved 
us and pursued us with this gift. 
  
I am so drawn to verse 10, probably because I love thinking of 
God as an artist, and the language here says we are God’s 
masterpiece and handiwork. We are lovingly created by an 
artistic God. Amazing! But where I used to think this verse was 
just talking about us as His creations, I now see that it’s talking 
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about more. (If you have a minute, read verses 1-7 too.) They 
read like this… we were spiritually dead… then “because of his 
great love for us, God, who is rich in mercy, made us alive with 
Christ” and then… masterpiece! It is the work that God has 
done to redeem us that is being celebrated here! Our 
transformation is God’s masterpiece! Our going from death to 
life is His work of art! What an amazing display of “art” it 
would be to see all the beautiful ways God has transformed 
people since the beginning of time. Can you imagine!?! It gives 
me such hope. 
  
We have no idea where we would be now if God hadn’t 
intervened in our lives. Thank you Jesus that you did! How has 
his love changed your life? What has he saved you from? How 
is he renewing your attitudes, values, or the way you think? 
Take a minute to rest in thankfulness around these things. 
  
We may have no idea the beautiful potential God has prepared 
for those around us who don’t yet know him. What 
transformational masterpiece does he have in his sketchbook for 
our friends, family, neighbors…? Take a moment to ask him, 
hope with him, care with him. 
  
If you are redeemed, then you are his art to share with the 
world.  
 
And you are treasured like a masterpiece. 
 
  



 
 
DAY 9 
 
Romans 5:8 (NLT) 
But God showed his great love for us by sending Christ to die 
for us while we were still sinners.  
 
Reflection by Keith G 
I confess, it’s so easy to gloss over this and make it sound cliché. 
But I can’t ignore the powerful truth embedded here when I look 
at what comes right before... 
“When WE WERE UTTERLY HELPLESS, Christ came at just the 
right time and died for us sinners. Now, most people would not 
be willing to die for an upright person, though someone might 
perhaps be willing to die for a person who is especially good. 
BUT God showed HIS GREAT LOVE FOR US by sending Christ 
to die for us WHILE WE WERE STILL SINNERS”(Rom. 5:6-8, 
NLT, capitalization added).  
  
We’ve all heard incredibly noble stories where a soldier gave 
up their life for their fellow brothers. But I’ve never heard of 
anyone laying down their life in place of their enemy.  
  
I challenge you to think of a moment or season in your life when 
you felt totally ashamed, inadequate, or worthless... or maybe 
you were filled with so much anger, hate, and fear that you 
couldn’t see straight.  
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God wants you to know that He was right there in your life, in 
that ugly place, ridiculously crazy about you… just as He is 
RIGHT NOW (as He will ALWAYS be for eternity.)  
  
Why? How? Because what you or I feel is “desirable” or 
“lovable” has absolutely NO bearing on His love. None.   
  
His Love is based ONLY upon WHO HE IS. (Read that again.) 
  
This is NOT just a term of theology, it’s the UNCHANGING 
reality and nature of who He is. God is love. It’s profoundly 
simple, yet simply profound.   
 
Just as the planets rotate around the Sun, everything in our 
world revolves around this absolute truth. And if we truly want 
to experience healing, transformation, and the ability to walk in 
the very power of His love, we cannot gloss over this like 
furniture in a room.  
  
He wants to shine the light of His love into every room, every 
closet, every story and experience we keep buried in our 
hearts. This is how great His love is, and it’s where we find our 
freedom! 
  
I pray we give Jesus full access to our story, past, present & 
future.  That we would allow Him to correct and redirect; heal 
and deal: refine and define. That we would remember we are 
part of a plan that's bigger than we are. May we trust our 
Lord's loving work in our life (whether we understand it or not), 
so He can use us in ways beyond our wildest dreams. That we’d 



lean in and surrender to His love. We know you’ve got us, 
Lord. Let’s walk forward with expectant faith and a listening ear 
today! Amen! 
 
  



 
 
Day 10 
 
Matthew 6:25-30 (NIV) 
“Therefore I tell you, do not worry about your life, what you 
will eat or drink; or about your body, what you will wear. Is not 
life more than food, and the body more than clothes? Look at 
the birds of the air; they do not sow or reap or store away in 
barns, and yet your heavenly Father feeds them. Are you not 
much more valuable than they? Can any one of you by 
worrying add a single hour to your life? 
“And why do you worry about clothes? See how the flowers of 
the field grow. They do not labor or spin. Yet I tell you that not 
even Solomon in all his splendor was dressed like one of 
these. If that is how God clothes the grass of the field, which is 
here today and tomorrow is thrown into the fire, will he not 
much more clothe you—you of little faith?  
  
Reflection by Marliss C 
Are we not more important and loved by God than the flowers 
or the birds? In Spring (yes it will come) isn't it like eye candy to 
see all the beautiful flowers at Olbrich Gardens? We are so 
much more valuable to our Father.   
  
When God looks out at us, He sees the same beauty.  We are 
the apple of His eye (Deuteronomy 32:10). He loves us so much 
that He sent his only son Jesus to pay the price for our 
transgressions.  We are so loved!  He loved each and every 
one of us before we knew Him (1 John 4:19). 
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With this kind of love backing us up, are we not more capable 
of stretching and reaching out to others? 
 
Most times I'm VERY comfortable just sitting and learning more 
and more about my Christian walk.  What good does it do if I 
know more than anyone about Christianity but I don't then share 
my light (Matt 5:15)?  Don’t misunderstand me.  We need to be 
lifelong learners of Jesus, but we also need to be lifelong 
imitators of Jesus.  Sure, we’ll never be able to duplicate Jesus, 
but we can stop worrying about our day to day living and 
decide to TRUST God with our lives.  Trust in God and worry 
cannot exist together.  Either we trust God with our lives or we 
worry about our day-to-day existence.  Psalm 111:5 in The 
Passion Translation reads, “He satisfies all who love and trust 
Him, and he keeps every (covenant) promise He makes.”  That 
doesn’t say “some” of the promises.  That says “every” 
promise.  The only thing we need to do is LOVE and TRUST.   I 
know, trust is a hard thing to hand out.  I worked really hard 
relying on myself after my husband passed.  But after doing the 
same thing over and over again, expecting different results, I 
finally realized that it all comes down to TRUSTING God and 
God alone.   
  
Have you ever noticed that the things we often worry about 
never actually happen?  We worry this could go wrong or that 
might happen.  Do they ever happen?  Or do we try to control 
everything?  Control is an illusion.  God is the only one that has 
control.  If you have invited Jesus into your life, then release 
your worry to Him to do with your life what his kingdom needs.  



 
We need to live with God, not alongside Him but with Him.  If 
we are with Him, we will walk as one and show the world how 
beautiful life can be without worry or the illusion of control.  We 
will be listening to the Spirit directing our life.  We can’t go 
wrong if God is our guiding light.   
  
The Message, Matthew 6:30-33 reads: “If God gives such 
attention to the appearance of wildflowers—most of which are 
never even seen—don’t you think He’ll attend to you, take pride 
in you, do His best for you? What I’m trying to do here is to get 
you to relax, to not be so preoccupied with getting, so you can 
respond to God’s giving. People who don’t know God and the 
way He works fuss over these things, but you know both God 
and how He works. Steep your life in God-reality, God-
initiative, God-provisions. Don’t worry about missing out. You’ll 
find all your everyday human concerns will be met.” 
  
Worry, I’m giving you the day off.  I’m going to entrust this day 
to God! 
  



 
 
DAY 11 
 
Matthew 5:48 (NIV) 
Be perfect, therefore, as your heavenly Father is perfect. 
  
Reflection by Julie H 
Jesus is in the middle of his Sermon on the Mount when he 
drops the command, “You therefore must be perfect, as your 
heavenly Father is perfect.” “Let your light shine before men”? 
Sure. But “be perfect as God is perfect”? An impossible 
standard! 
 
This is where the wisdom of the authors of the Jesus Storybook 
Bible comes to mind. They explain God’s rules as “showing us 
how life works best.” When we look at God’s perfection and 
walk in it, we are acting how we were made to be and bringing 
the Kingdom of God into reality every moment. Jesus isn’t 
asking us to do the impossible but calls us to see the glorious 
“your kingdom come, your will be done.” 
 
The brokenness that surrounds us stunts our imaginations of 
what God could be planning. Need to pay a tax? Go grab a 
fish and there should be just the right amount in its mouth for the 
both of us. Need to get across the lake and don’t have a boat? 
Just go ahead and walk. Perfection isn’t a straitjacket of duty, 
but a freedom from the confines of sin and death. Where is God 
calling you to see beyond this moment into the glorious 
impossible that’s been the plan for all creation from the 
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beginning? What stands between where you are now and that 
vision? Can you find where Jesus has made a way – our bridge 
between this imperfect world and his perfect kingdom? 
  



 
 
DAY 12 
 
Matthew 5:48 (NIV) 
You are worthy, our Lord and God, 
    to receive glory and honor and power, 
for you created all things, 
    and by your will they were created 
    and have their being. 
  
Reflection by Greg F 
“Worthy” is too weak of a term and implies this is a choice for 
us: as if it’s okay for us to take some of the credit for the results 
of God’s work and gifts bestowed.  
 
When we are prideful or possessive, we hold back some of the 
credit and ultimately miss the clear fact that all we have and are 
is a gift given to us by God. Especially for me with matters of 
finances, I try to keep the focus that it is all God’s money and 
we are just custodians of it for a while, while on earth. Coming 
to this realization or essential truth later in life has helped 
increase my generosity and helped me become more of a 
cheerful giver, reflecting on times when we have received 
unexpected gifts of money over the years.  
 
Seeing others’ talents and strengths in the Word and supporting 
(financially and emotionally) those who are called to minister is 
also honoring God’s gifts through them.  
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Have you thought about your financial generosity as a way to 
worship our King and express His worthiness? 
Beyond finances, are there ways you sense God calling you to 
honor Him with other aspects of your life? 
 
Reflection by Diane F 
I recently watched the movie “Fiddler on the Roof.” The main 
character, Tevya the Milkman, carries on a continuous 
conversation with God during his day. He shares this with us, 
the audience. How does Tevya know the answers to his 
questions, or what God would say back to him if they were 
walking side by side? “The Good Book says…” Tevya quips to 
anyone he is talking with. Friends or the Rabbi advise Tevya on 
unanswered queries.  
Because Tevya knows God this closely, he is free to give Him 
true worship and even ask unabashed requests (as voiced in the 
song “If I were a Rich Man”).  
We can have the confidence of Tevya in our relationship with 
God. And, like Tevya, we remember that glory, honor and 
power are action words.  
  



 
 
DAY 13 
 
Genesis 1:26-27 (NASB) 
Then God said, “Let Us make man in Our image, according to 
Our likeness; and let them rule over the fish of the sea and over 
the birds of the sky and over the cattle and over all the earth, 
and over every creeping thing that creeps on the earth.” God 
created man in His own image, in the image of God He created 
him; male and female He created them.  
  
Reflection by Kevin I 
Have you ever run head on into your own inadequacies trying 
to fulfill the great commission? Jesus said to “Go into all the 
world and preach the gospel to all creation” (Mark 16:15, 
NASB), and yet we look at the open door like a puppy seeing 
the backyard for the first time. Yet God created men and 
women for such a task as seen in the person of Jesus. 
 
You might be thinking those are some pretty big shoes to fill, 
and you would be right, but God would not have given us a 
command as lofty as this without first giving us the ability to 
fulfill it. Verse 26 starts out saying that God MADE mankind into 
something. Notice that it doesn’t say we have to try to be 
something. He has made us what we are already.  
 
The verse goes on to tell us we are all made in the image of 
God. What a great honor for us, His creation, to bear the 
image of our creator. God created many other living creatures, 
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but nothing and no one else in creation has been given the 
honor of being created in His form. And we are made 
according to the likeness of God. We are created with the 
capacity to love as He loves, forgive as He forgives, and give as 
He gives. What a fantastic truth! 
 
We have nothing to fear. Jesus lived out the example in being 
the express image of God. As we live our lives out in Him, He 
empowers us by the Holy Spirit to be a living testimony before a 
lost and dying world. 
 
  



 
 
DAY 14 
 
2 Timothy 1:7 (NIV) 
For the Spirit God gave us does not make us timid, but gives us 
power, love and self-discipline. 
  
Reflection by Stephen F 
To me, the two epistles that the Apostle Paul wrote to his 
spiritual “son” Timothy are some of the most personal writings 
found within the Bible and, as such, they go right to the heart of 
being loved and sent.  
 
On the one hand, both of these letters are full of great spiritual 
truths to build up the body of Christ but, at the same time, unlike 
many books of the Bible, they weren’t initially written to a mass 
audience; they were written to one man, Timothy. These are 
believed to be some of Paul’s last writings, and he chooses to 
address them to his protege. They are his spiritual last will and 
testament and yet they are distinctly personal. 
 
Sometimes it can be easy to think of being loved by God as 
something deeply personal but being sent by God as something 
far more aloof and impersonal. In the first instance, God holds 
us unto himself, protecting us from the world. In the second, 
God sends us out into the wilderness of the world. One feels 
inherently relational, the other so often feels like a task or a 
mission, something to be accomplished, a checkbox exercise. 
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In the first chapter of 2 Timothy, Paul, when he is imprisoned in 
Rome, essentially on the First Century equivalent of death row, 
reminds Timothy of their closeness, of all the things they have 
shared together, his longing to see his spiritual son again. Then 
beginning in 2 Timothy 1:5, he talks about Timothy’s human 
relationships. He talks about the faith of Timothy’s mother and 
grandmother, how because of their faith he should “fan into 
flames” his spiritual gift. He talks about how said gift came 
when Paul laid hands upon Timothy. All before reminding 
Timothy that “God has not given us a spirit of fear and timidity, 
but of power, love and self-discipline.” 
 
We’re not sent out in fear, like a legalistic plan of door-knocking 
or spiritual cold-calling, notching up a certain number of 
converts every year, or of desperately trying to open as many 
social justice programs as possible at any given time, wonderful 
as those things maybe.  
 
This is not a human task that is all about effort but a spiritual 
task of allowing the power of God’s love flowing through us by 
the power of the Holy Spirit to touch the world around us. It 
comes out of a relationship with God and community.  It's about 
remembering the “cloud of witnesses” that Hebrews talks about 
and remembering that the Church is a family and a body and 
nothing we ever do is anything but deeply personal and deeply 
loved. 
  
Do you ever experience a tension between being loved by God 
and being sent out by him?  If so, which seems to be more  



challenging? How does this verse about over coming fear with 
power speak to that? 
  
Paul points to the importance of identity (reminding Timothy of 
his community he was sent out from) before challenging him to 
be bold and fight fear where he is at.  Where are places or 
people in your past that remind you of where you are sent 
from?  Who is in your community? 
  



 
 
Day 15 
 
Ephesians 3:14-4:3 (NRSV) 
For this reason I bow my knees before the Father, from whom 
every family in heaven and on earth takes its name. I pray that, 
according to the riches of his glory, he may grant that you may 
be strengthened in your inner being with power through his 
Spirit, and that Christ may dwell in your hearts through faith, as 
you are being rooted and grounded in love. I pray that you 
may have the power to comprehend, with all the saints, what is 
the breadth and length and height and depth, and to know the 
love of Christ that surpasses knowledge, so that you may be 
filled with all the fullness of God. 
Now to him who by the power at work within us is able to 
accomplish abundantly far more than all we can ask or 
imagine, to him be glory in the church and in Christ Jesus to all 
generations, forever and ever. Amen. 
 I therefore, the prisoner in the Lord, beg you to lead a life 
worthy of the calling to which you have been called, with all 
humility and gentleness, with patience, bearing with one 
another in love, making every effort to maintain the unity of the 
Spirit in the bond of peace. 
 
Reflection by Justin B 
Paul’s prayer here is one of my favorite passages of scripture. It 
is a passage that my soul ought to revisit daily. This prayer of 
Paul is a reminder of how much God loves us and how much he 
desires to accomplish within us through that love. It’s literally 
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beyond our imagination and comprehension. Yet, Paul invites 
the Spirit to come alongside us and help us imagine and 
comprehend the power of such an abundance of love, not only 
in our lives but in the world.  
  
With that, I invite you to take a moment and sit in surrender to 
the deep and ever-present love of God. What does your heart 
feel? What is your heart holding back? What lies are you 
believing about your life, your identity, or your circumstance 
that God’s love is inviting you to surrender to his love?  
  
From this space of prayer and contemplation, Paul invites us to 
live from this place of powerful love. We often bristle when we 
hear people living from a place of power. It’s because that 
power is often a power reigning down oppression, 
dehumanization, and injustice—all the while benefiting those 
who hold the power. The power of Jesus’ love produces 
different results and acts as the antidote to the power abused in 
this world. The power of Jesus’ love produces in us humility, 
gentleness, patience, unity, and peace. What would our lives 
look like if we displayed power in these ways? What would 
need to happen to have these things replace the harshness, the 
need for instant gratification, or the need to conquer, divide, 
and rule in our hearts? 
  
Paul invites us to live a life worthy of our calling — or a life that 
reflects the power of Jesus’ love in our lives and the world 
around us. Again, we bristle when we receive commands. We 
do this because we misunderstand commands. We see 
commands as ways to please God with our life, but that’s not 



true. Jesus is the way to righteousness before God and his 
commands are for the benefit of others and our joy. So when 
Paul calls us to live according to the love of Jesus, it’s not a list 
of should(s) to look good before God, rather it is a reminder to 
remain rooted in and live from a place of the power of Jesus’ 
love for the benefit, joy, and healing of our world. This is what 
true and righteous power looks like in our world. This is what it 
means to be loved and sent.  
  



 
 
DAY 16 
 
Isaiah 43:1-3a (NIV) 
But now, this is what the LORD says— 
he who created you, Jacob, he who formed you, Israel: 
“Do not fear, for I have redeemed you; 
I have summoned you by name; you are mine. 
When you pass through the waters, I will be with you; 
and when you pass through the rivers, 
they will not sweep over you. 
When you walk through the fire, you will not be burned; the 
flames will not set you ablaze. 
For I am the LORD your God, the Holy One of Israel, your 
Savior. 
  
Reflection by Jayne A 
When reading this passage, what I sense the Holy Spirit 
highlighting is the phrase “you are mine.” I hear a very loving, 
kind, and powerful father sending a reminder that is gentle but 
firm. The creator God speaking directly to his creation 
reminding them who brought them into existence, not to make 
them feel indebted but to restore their identity and perspective. 
“I lovingly formed you and know every hair on your head” 
(Psalm 139:13, Luke 12:7). “I know the plans I have for you, 
plans for good and not for evil” (Jeremiah 29:11). Therefore, 
because I have always been faithful to you, you can trust me 
again.  You are not alone. I have not forgotten you.  I am still 
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right here with you.  I am still watching over you, like a very 
good father. 
 
Someone asked me recently about ‘all the promises of the Bible’ 
that people talk about. “What are those promises?” she said.  In 
this passage, we see God promising His people, Israel, His 
protection and faithful presence, but we know that because of 
the sacrifice of Jesus, these promises now also extend to us (2 
Corinthians 1:20).  Through His blood, we are grafted into this 
amazing story.  We get to come under His wings of protection, 
discipleship, love, and provision.  This is God speaking through 
time to us, challenging us to believe what He says even when 
everything around us appears to oppose it.  Circumstances will 
challenge you, but they will not break you, I will be with 
you.  People will hurt you, but it will not destroy you.  Life may 
appear in total chaos, but the chaos cannot consume you 
because you are mine. 
 
What voice(s) are you focusing on today? 
Do you trust that God is a good father in all circumstances?   
 
  



 
 
DAY 17 
 
Luke 15:11-32 (ESV) 
And he said, “There was a man who had two sons. And the 
younger of them said to his father, ‘Father, give me the share of 
property that is coming to me.’ And he divided his property 
between them. Not many days later, the younger son gathered 
all he had and took a journey into a far country, and there he 
squandered his property in reckless living. And when he had 
spent everything, a severe famine arose in that country, and he 
began to be in need. So he went and hired himself out to one 
of the citizens of that country, who sent him into his fields to 
feed pigs. And he was longing to be fed with the pods that the 
pigs ate, and no one gave him anything. 
“But when he came to himself, he said, ‘How many of my 
father’s hired servants have more than enough bread, but I 
perish here with hunger! I will arise and go to my father, and I 
will say to him, “Father, I have sinned against heaven and 
before you. I am no longer worthy to be called your son. Treat 
me as one of your hired servants.”’ And he arose and came to 
his father. But while he was still a long way off, his father saw 
him and felt compassion, and ran and embraced him 
and kissed him. And the son said to him, ‘Father, I have sinned 
against heaven and before you. I am no longer worthy to be 
called your son.’ But the father said to his servants, ‘Bring 
quickly the best robe, and put it on him, and put a ring on his 
hand, and shoes on his feet. And bring the fattened calf and kill 
it, and let us eat and celebrate. For this my son was dead, and 
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is alive again; he was lost, and is found.’ And they began to 
celebrate. 
“Now his older son was in the field, and as he came and drew 
near to the house, he heard music and dancing. And he called 
one of the servants and asked what these things meant. And he 
said to him, ‘Your brother has come, and your father has killed 
the fattened calf, because he has received him back safe and 
sound.’ But he was angry and refused to go in. His father came 
out and entreated him, but he answered his father, ‘Look, these 
many years I have served you, and I never disobeyed your 
command, yet you never gave me a young goat, that I 
might celebrate with my friends. But when this son of yours 
came, who has devoured your property with prostitutes, you 
killed the fattened calf for him!’ And he said to him, ‘Son, you 
are always with me, and all that is mine is yours. It was fitting to 
celebrate and be glad, for this your brother was dead, and is 
alive; he was lost, and is found.’” 
 
Reflection by Kevin F 
When we read this passage, most people typically relate to the 
youngest son initially.  Almost all of us have had, in some way 
or another, a period of rebellion followed by a time of return to 
God, forgiveness, and restoration.  Rebellion can look very 
different for different people.  However, it is usually there if you 
are willing to look for it.  Most don’t have to look hard. 
 
For some, relating to the older brother is also very 
natural.  Those who grew up as rule followers or have a history 
with religious legalism often find the story of the older brother 
familiar. 



 
However, I wonder how many of us try to relate to the 
father.  After all, I think we should be trying to grow more and 
more like the father in this story, as he represents our heavenly 
father. 
 
As I think about this, I wonder what the father in the story was 
doing on all of those days he looked and didn’t see his son.  He 
had to be actively looking in order to see his son “while he was 
still a long way off.”  What was that time of looking and waiting 
like?  Was he weeping?  Was he mourning?  Was he 
angry?  Did he struggle to remain hopeful?  Did he pray?   
 
I imagine that he did all of these things.  However, he kept 
showing up to look.  Ultimately, he had faith, hope, and belief 
that his son would come back.  If he didn’t, he would have quit 
looking. 
 
What are we waiting and longing for?  Are there broken 
relationships in our lives that we long to be restored?  Where do 
we need to persevere?  Where is our faith, hope, and belief 
being tested?  How do we battle to maintain it?  How is this 
picture of the father speaking to us in this situation? 
  



 
 
DAY 18 
 
Joshua 1:9 (NLT) 
This is my command–be strong and courageous! Do not be 
afraid or discouraged. For the LORD your God is with you 
wherever you go. 
  
Reflection by Alena C 
When I read this verse and the verses leading up to it, what 
jumps out to me is verse five: “No one will be able to stand 
against you as long as you live. For I will be with you as I was 
with Moses. I will not fail you or abandon you.” This is God 
talking to Joshua after the death of Moses. Joshua is being told 
to lead the people into the land God has for them. But God isn’t 
just shoving Joshua into the wilderness with a bunch of people 
he is supposed to lead. 
 
God says, “No one will be able to stand against you.” 
He says, “I will be with you.” 
He says, “I will not fail you or abandon you.” 
 
For me, that is crazy and amazing to think about. We can lean 
into God knowing that he is in control and he will never leave 
us. He’s always going to be right there with you, so you never 
have to do anything alone. He doesn’t have to do any of that, 
but he does. 
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I think about my own life and moments when I need courage. It 
really does help to know that God is going to be there every 
step of the way. He will never leave me or let me down. 
 
Have you ever done something terrifying? I think there is a big 
difference between doing something you are afraid of, while 
trusting in God, versus trying to do it on your own. I think that 
when you feel like you have to obey and be “good” before 
God will accept you, obedience can be pretty hard. You might 
feel afraid or uneasy when trying to obey if you don’t totally 
trust him or know that he is there for you. But when you first 
know God, and know yourself the way that he sees you, it is 
easier to trust in him and obey him.  
 
I know that I can be courageous because God is always 
present. He will not fail or abandon me. I don’t have to go 
through anything totally alone. I can trust and lean into him 
knowing that he has control.  
 
How is God calling you to be courageous? How can you lean 
into him and trust him with your life? 
 
  



 
 
DAY 19 
 
Ephesians 1:28-23 (NIV) 
I pray that the eyes of your heart may be enlightened in order 
that you may know the hope to which he has called you, the 
riches of his glorious inheritance in his holy people, 19and his 
incomparably great power for us who believe. That power is 
the same as the mighty strength 20he exerted when he raised 
Christ from the dead and seated him at his right hand in the 
heavenly realms, 21far above all rule and authority, power and 
dominion, and every name that is invoked, not only in the 
present age but also in the one to come. 22And God placed all 
things under his feet and appointed him to be head over 
everything for the church, 23which is his body, the fullness of 
him who fills everything in every way. 
 
Reflection by Shannon C 
There’s a simple prayer that many of us learned as kids: “God is 
great. God is good. Let us thank him for this food. Amen.” It’s 
simple, but it’s built on profound truth: God is both good and 
great.  
  
When we say God is good, it highlights His love, grace, 
patience, kindness, and mercy. Our Father, in His goodness, 
draws us to Him. More than that, He doesn’t wait for us to 
come; He seeks us out and even sends Jesus to sacrifice his life 
so that we can truly live. What amazing love! 
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The greatness of God highlights His kingship and the authority 
and power He wields over everything. God made the entire 
universe, speaking it into existence. Our King made us out of the 
dust to bear His image. And when death attempted a take-over, 
the great might of God roared and Jesus burst out of the grave 
to once-and-for-ever reveal His glory. 
  
If God were good but not great, He’d be nice, but I’m not sure 
He’d be worthy of worship. If God were great but not good, 
we’d worship but always fear His lightning-bolt wrath. It’s the 
basis for lots of religion, but not a life-giving relationship. Jesus 
shows us that with God, it’s not one or the other. The King of 
Kings is also our loving Father. 
  
We are loved more than we could ever imagine. As we receive 
that love by submitting our lives to the One who gave his life, 
we are sent out to share that with others. (And we’re not sent 
out emptyhanded either. The verses above tell us that the very 
same power that brought Jesus back to life resides in us! The 
King’s authority and power now flow through us!) 
  
Take a moment to thank God for this mighty combination. 
  
God is good and God is great. 
We have a Father and we have a King. 
We are Loved and we are Sent. 
May the eyes of our hearts be enlightened today to see this. 
  



 
 
Day 20 
 
1 John 4:4-6 (NLT) 
...You belong to God, my dear children. You have already won 
a victory over those people, because the Spirit who lives in you 
is greater than the spirit who lives in the world. Those people 
belong to this world, so they speak from the world’s viewpoint, 
and the world listens to them. But we belong to God, and those 
who know God listen to us. If they do not belong to God, they 
do not listen to us. That is how we know if someone has the 
Spirit of truth or the spirit of deception. 
 
Reflection by Keith G 
You know, it doesn’t take much effort to recognize that the 
enemy has great power, right?  
There’s so much heartache, struggle, divisiveness, and confusion 
all around us. It seems like evil has such a hold on this world.  
And the sad thing is, we’re often left wondering how’d we get 
here, why are we in this mess?  
 
The truth of it all is that, at the beginning, evil is never obvious.  
It looks attractive, it sounds intelligent, and it resonates with us 
at deep levels.  That’s why we can be so deceived! 
 
This is why Adam & Eve were prey to the enemy.  Not because 
he made the forbidden fruit look so delicious, but by getting 
them to question who God was, His heart, what God told them 
already, and who they were to God. 
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You see, the devil knows who you and I are and, in fact, better 
than we do. And he hates you and me simply because we 
remind him about Jesus, about the victory He won on the cross, 
and the victory we can stand on anytime we start to question 
who God is or who we are in Christ. Ultimately, as the scripture 
reads, God is greater than the power of the enemy! 
  
Actually, if you think about it, it’s kind of ludicrous to put it that 
way. God is SO INCOMPARABLY GREATER that there is NO 
CONTEST whatsoever. Now, considering the readers of this 
letter from John, how was it that they overcame evil? It’s not 
what John says, but more so what he does NOT say.  
 
These dear children of God did not overcome the false teachers, 
with all their beautifully and attractively presented teachings, 
through superior intelligence.  
 
John says, You overcame them because the one who is in you is 
greater than the one who is in the world. In other words, it was 
NOT anything these Christians had that delivered them; it was 
the one who dwelt within them. It was the greatness of God that 
kept them straight.   
 
And it is that same Spirit who empowers you and I to live with 
love, power, humility, and a sound mind! 
 
Thank You, Father, that you call me your child, and thank You 
for the wonderful gift of Your Holy Spirit, who is living within me 
to lead and guide and protect me. Thank You that no power in 
heaven or hell can match Your greatness. Thank You that, as I 



surrender to Your Truth and study Your Word and Your 
Promises, that I can quickly recognize the deception of evil. 
Help me, Father, to listen more earnestly to Your still, small 
voice and to remember that greater is HE that is living in me 
than the defeated enemy that is in the world. In Jesus' name, 
AMEN. 
  



 
 
DAY 21 
 
Acts 1:8 (NIV) 
But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit comes on 
you; and you will be my witnesses in Jerusalem, and in all 
Judea and Samaria, and to the ends of the earth. 
  
Reflection by Shannon C 
“You will be my witnesses.” These are some of Jesus’ last words 
to his disciples after he rose from the grave and before he 
ascended to his heavenly throne.  
  
“You will be my witnesses.” 
  
A witness is someone who has seen something firsthand and 
then shares that with others - like a witness in a courtroom 
sharing their testimony about what they’ve seen. It’s so 
fascinating to me that Jesus’s initial call, “Come and see,” is 
turning into, “Go and tell.” The disciples wonder if “now is the 
time” that Jesus establishes his kingdom, and he’s actually 
passing the baton to them. “Share what you have seen and 
experienced!”  
  
But something has to happen first. A few verses earlier, Jesus 
tells them to wait. Between the “Come and see,” and “Go and 
tell,” something needed to happen, and it was all about power. 
He didn’t want them trying to do this with their own strength. He 
knew the struggles they’d face. No, rather than mustering up 
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their own power, Jesus said that they would receive power and, 
on the very next page, we read how the Holy Spirit showed up 
and transformed everything. Their experience plus the Holy 
Spirit’s power create an unstoppable force that is still advancing 
today. 
  
And you’re a part of it too. If you’ve submitted your life to 
Christ, that same Holy Spirit power lives in you. Our king has 
given you His authority to share what you have experienced. 
Don’t worry about being strong enough. He’s got that covered. 
  
How can you share with someone else today what you’ve 
experienced in God? 
  



 
 
DAY 22 
 
Matthew 16:13-19 (ESV) 
Now when Jesus came into the district of Caesarea Philippi, he 
asked his disciples, “Who do people say that the Son of Man 
is?” And they said, “Some say John the Baptist, others say 
Elijah, and others Jeremiah or one of the prophets.” He said to 
them, “But who do you say that I am?” Simon Peter replied, 
“You are the Christ, the Son of the living God.” And Jesus 
answered him, “Blessed are you, Simon Bar-Jonah! For flesh 
and blood has not revealed this to you, but my Father who is in 
heaven. And I tell you, you are Peter, and on this rock I will 
build my church, and the gates of hell shall not prevail against 
it. I will give you the keys of the kingdom of heaven, and 
whatever you bind on earth shall be bound in heaven, and 
whatever you loose on earth shall be loosed in heaven.” 
  
Reflection by Rich B 
Throughout the gospels, we see people misunderstanding Jesus 
in all sorts of ways. Sometimes Jesus is intentionally cryptic: 
choosing to speak in parables, for instance. In this instance, 
Jesus asks his disciples a direct question. But not because he 
needs to know the answer and not because the titles others 
were giving him were important.  This was about the faith of his 
disciples. Did they understand?  
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Jesus indicates that Peter’s response couldn’t have come from 
people, it had to be revealed to him by the Father. He finally 
understood (though he will be quick to forget again!).  
 
I can’t tell if Peter is timid, confident, surprised at himself, or 
excited. I’ve always read this as though Peter was bubbling with 
excitement, nearly jumping out of his chair to say what he’d 
been thinking for a long time. But there are so many instances of 
him not “getting it” that I’m not sure that’s it. And Jesus’s 
response makes me think Peter might have not fully understood 
either. Maybe this was the Spirit revealing to Jesus who the 
leader of the church should be.  
 
And with the revelation to Peter, he was given a new name and 
new responsibility. The keys are his, the power is his, all 
because he got the understanding and acted on it. 
 
Have you ever had a thought and immediately followed up that 
thought with the question, “Now, where did that come from?” 
 
Have you ever acted on them? 
 
I feel like that’s Peter’s situation here. For much of their travels, 
the disciples had misunderstood so much. And here, after so 
much input from outsiders, Jesus asks the Twelve for their 
thoughts. And Peter calls this out and is called blessed and 
seemingly granted the leadership of the church. How many of 
the other disciples do you think had similar thoughts but just 
didn’t say it because it sounded crazy, or they didn’t want to be 
the odd, wrong one? 



The crazy thing is that when it’s God’s will, it happens with or 
without you. I once had what I considered an exciting, 
potentially crazy, idea that could positively affect the lives of 
multiple people. I worried, got caught up in details that felt 
overwhelming, and gave up on the idea. Only to find out later 
multiple other people had similar ideas, and some people acted 
on them and made the positive impact.  
 
God loves you and those around you. Maybe that voice inside 
is Him calling you to act and be part of His plan. 
 
Can you take Peter’s example, have faith, and follow where 
He’s leading you? 
  



 
 
DAY 23 
 
John 10:22-32 (AMP) 
At that time the Feast of Dedication took place at Jerusalem. It 
was winter, and Jesus was walking in the temple [area] in 
Solomon’s portico. So the Jews surrounded Him and began 
saying to Him, “How long are You going to keep us in 
suspense? If You are [really] the Christ (the Messiah, the 
Anointed), tell us so plainly and openly.” Jesus answered them, 
“I have told you so, yet you do not believe. The works that I do 
in My Father’s name testify concerning Me [they are My 
credentials and the evidence declaring who I am]. But you do 
not believe Me [so you do not trust and follow Me] because 
you are not My sheep. The sheep that are My own hear My 
voice and listen to Me; I know them, and they follow Me. And I 
give them eternal life, and they will never, ever [by any means] 
perish; and no one will ever snatch them out of My hand. My 
Father, who has given them to Me, is greater and mightier than 
all; and no one is able to snatch them out of the Father’s hand. 
I and the Father are One [in essence and nature].” 
Again the Jews picked up stones to stone Him. Jesus answered 
them, “I showed you many good works [and many acts of 
mercy] from the Father; for which of them are you stoning Me?” 
  
Reflection by Finn A 
In this part of the Bible, Jesus is walking in Solomon’s portico, 
which is the outer edge of the temple.  He also was being 
followed by unbelieving Jews, and they were angry and upset 
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and wanted to know if he was the Messiah or not.  They wanted 
him to say that he was the Messiah instead of looking at all of 
the miracles and signs that he had performed that were 
prophesied to happen.  After listening to them for a while, he 
says to them, “I have told you so, yet you do not believe. The 
works that I do in My Father’s name testify concerning Me [they 
are My credentials and the evidence declaring who I am].  But 
you do not believe Me [so you do not trust and follow Me] 
because you are not My sheep.” Because of their disbelief, they 
didn’t get the answer in the way that they wanted.  But, right 
after that, he tells them what his sheep look like. He says that his 
sheep know his voice and also listen to it and that he knows all 
of them.   
 
A shepherd has a unique call for his sheep and only his flock 
will listen to him and they won’t listen to another person's call 
even from birth!  A lamb from birth is taught to follow the 
flock.  That's why in verses 3-6 he can say, “The doorkeeper 
opens [the gate] for this man, and the sheep hear his voice and 
pay attention to it. And [knowing that they listen] he calls his 
own sheep by name and leads them out [to pasture]. When he 
has brought all his own sheep outside, he walks on ahead of 
them, and the sheep follow him because they know his voice 
and recognize his call. They will never follow a stranger, but 
will run away from him, because they do not know the voice of 
strangers” (AMP).  Next he goes and says in verses 28 and 29 
that he is the one that gives them eternal life and no one can 
snatch them from his hands.  But not because of his power but 
because of God's power and that he is more powerful than 
anyone else.  These verses have been one of my favorites and 



ones that I always have gone back to because of my fears of 
being taken out of his hands or somehow separated from 
him.  It says that no one, not even ourselves, can take us from 
his hands and that's been very encouraging in times of doubt 
and fear.  And most of the time, that fear comes at night, and I 
just can’t seem to silence that voice of fear, but when I look at 
or recite those verses and stand in that promise, it always 
silences these voices, even when I don’t realize it. 
  



 
 
DAY 24 
 
Isaiah 64:8 (ESV) 
But now, O LORD, you are our Father; 
we are the clay, and you are our potter; 
we are all the work of your hand. 
  
Reflection by Rebecca B 
I've read this verse over and over throughout the last couple of 
weeks. I've compared different Bible translations (this particular 
verse pretty much stays the same no matter what translation you 
choose to read it) and then, finally, I thought to read it in the 
context of the entire chapter. In the midst of the Israelites 
enduring great suffering as a result of their sins, they are crying 
out to God to see them and intervene. 
 
Right away, what stood out to me was that first line: "But now, 
O Lord, you are our Father." Our Father! Our Father and our 
creator. Not simply one or the other. If God was only our 
creator, he would be like the clockmaker who made the clock 
and set it into motion, leaving it to its own devices and without 
feeling or relationship to its maker.  
 
Instead, God is our creator and Father, giving us the right to be 
called his sons and daughters who have the privilege to call on 
him to act out of his great love and compassion for us. Our 
Father sees us and knows us intimately. He cares about our day- 
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to-day from the small, trivial moments to those that may seem 
unbearable.  
 
So whatever it is that you might be facing in this season, be 
encouraged and take heart knowing that you and I are seen, 
known, and being shaped by the hands of our Father, the great 
potter. 
  



 
 
Day 25 
 
2 Corinthians 6:18-7:1 (NIV) 
“I will be a Father to you, 
     and you will be my sons and daughters," 
says the Lord Almighty. 
Therefore, since we have these promises, dear friends, let us 
purify ourselves from everything that contaminates body and 
spirit, perfecting holiness out of reverence for God. 
  
Reflection by Amy Z 
In 2013, I found myself completely alone on a sunny, Christmas 
Day in Pichilemu, Chile. I made an effort to call my father. He 
answered, “I’m busy now! Call me tomorrow?” 
 
I was disappointed; I continually made an effort, but he never 
did. I made an epic final attempt by sending a creative letter 
with my phone number and the musical notes to the song, “Call 
Me, Maybe.”  
 
He never called again. I gave up! I felt abandoned. I lost my 
identity as his daughter. I tried to fill the void with alcohol and 
seeking love in chaotic spaces, which just led to more emotional 
pain, gnarly hangovers, and damaged hearts. 
 
As you can see, an existential crisis ensued when I lost my 
identity as a daughter. But what if I told you I am discovering 
my identity as a daughter again? 
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God states, “I will be a Father to you.” I don’t have to feel like 
an orphan. I have an identity as a child of God. God continues 
gently yet fiercely pursuing me, and I am in pursuit of Him.  
 
I do not have to feel abandoned; God adopted me (and you!) 
as a child. I no longer have to escape an identity crisis; I can 
now walk in confidently in my identity. This newfound freedom 
gives me strength to flee from “everything that contaminates the 
body and spirit" and a desire to walk with God. 
 
I am allowing God to begin filling the void in my heart. 
 
Are you allowing Him to fill yours?   



 
 
DAY 26 
 
Isaiah 44:6 (NRSV) 
Thus says the Lord, the King of Israel, 
    and his Redeemer, the Lord of hosts: 
I am the first and I am the last; 
    besides me there is no god. 
  
Reflection by Justin B 
Have you ever experienced anything in your life so great that 
words seemed incapable of capturing the significance of the 
moment or experience? I often feel this way at eulogies at 
funerals. How do you even begin to capture the fullness, the 
breadth, the essence, the deep relational knowing, the 
experiences shared of a life fully lived? Anyone who has 
attempted to write and deliver a eulogy knows the inexplicable 
audacity, awe, and reverence involved in choosing such words.  
  
Now try imagining reaching for the words that describe the 
fullness, breadth, character, imagination, power, and being of 
the creator of the universe. Fortunately for Isaiah, he didn’t 
have to —God chose the words and declared them through 
Isaiah. The words God chooses here to describe himself are 
powerful and efficient and they invoke a deep sense of awe, 
wonder, and reverence. Just take a moment and sit/meditate/ 
revel/feel the impact of these words. Another way these words 
could be read is:  
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Thus declares YAHWEH, the Messiah of Israel (which means 
where God prevails),  
and the one who buys them back from slavery, YAHWEH who 
goes out to war:  
I am the Alpha and I am the Omega 
besides me there is no other god.  
  
Allow yourself to stand in awe of our God and King. Allow 
yourself to feel his majesty and reverence. Allow yourself to feel 
the excitement of his presence. Allow yourself to wonder at his 
generosity as he purchases us from slavery back to him. Allow 
yourself to imagine yourself in his palace — in His throne room. 
Allow yourself to be accepted as His Son or Daughter. Allow 
yourself to fall on your knees in worship of our great King.  
  
Awe and wonder are the building blocks of faith. Allow your 
faith to grow today as you absorb the words of our God and 
who He says He is — allow them to change your life today. 
Amen.  
  



 
 
DAY 27 
 
Ephesians 6:10-12 (NIV) 
Finally, be strong in the Lord and in his mighty power. Put on 
the full armor of God, so that you can take your stand against 
the devil's schemes. For our struggle is not against flesh and 
blood, but against the rulers, against the authorities, against 
the powers of this dark world and against the spiritual forces of 
evil in the heavenly realms. 
  
Reflection by Kelly F 
Paul spent 3 years with the people of Ephesus before he wrote 
Ephesians. I love that Paul spent significant time with those 
believers! Sometimes it's hard to allow ourselves to be impacted 
by people we don't feel truly know us or haven’t invested in 
us.  But when someone truly knows us and they speak into our 
lives, that's when a genuine impact is made. Paul invested time 
and he knew them and had such a firm grasp on how to reach 
them, God made sure of that! He spoke to them clearly in ways 
he knew they would fully understand.  To be truly known is to 
be loved, and he loved these people well! The same goes for 
how God knows and loves us!   
 
That's one invitation in this scripture: To be sincere in our 
relationships so that God can use us to have powerful impact on 
the lives around us, to love well because we are loved so well 
by an amazing father! 
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Paul also encouraged them to be strong in the Lord, not through 
their own strength but by God's. Our God is pretty freaking 
powerful! Satan is a liar, a thief, and a master of deceit, 
corruption, and destruction. If we don't know our enemy, how 
do we defeat them? 
 
Paul doesn't say to put on one part of the armor, he says to put 
on the FULL armor of God. To me, this says that we have full 
access through Christ and the Holy Spirit to utilize every ounce 
of authority sanctioned by God, to not just stand and face the 
twisted evil that is Satan, but we have the power to STAND 
FIRMLY, to not even bat an eye, ultimately to always be 
victorious over him. When we are in communion with Christ, 
Satan has no power over us. I will say this again, SATAN HAS 
NO POWER OR AUTHORITY IN OUR LIVES. I'm sure I'm not 
alone in acknowledging that our hearts would be unburdened 
by so many things if we continue to grow in this belief and 
understanding, in this TRUTH! 
 
I feel encouraged to pray through the armor of God as though 
it's an acknowledgment of his identity as protector, his defining 
affection for me as his chosen, and what he is calling me into. 
Satan attacks our value, our identity, our hearts. We are made 
righteous through Jesus' sacrifice. His love sets us free from the 
lies of the enemy. Satan tries to trip us up and distract us with 
lies, shaking our confidence, ultimately trying to stunt the growth 
of Gods kingdom. When our confidence is shattered, Satan can 
contaminate our identity in Christ. We must stand firm in truth, 
confidently knowing who we are, preciously and dearly loved 
by the father. 



Remember our salvation! Satan wants us to doubt the greatness 
of God, to forget who God is and what he's capable of. If he 
succeeds in that, a door is opened into so many dark places. 
There's no need for that! When we make a practice of 
realigning our understanding of who Christ is and the sacrifice 
made for us, keeping our hearts in check, there's no room for 
doubting who God is. Being rooted in the word is the greatest 
offensive tool in the Armor of God. This is the tool that fights 
back, drowning out the darkness with the light of truth. This is 
the true stand, when God really flexes his muscles. 
 
The complete armor of God is a powerful tool to battle the 
enemy, and to be reminded of who God is and that we are his 
beloved. It conquers lies, it protects our heart & our identity, it 
instructs us to share the good news, and it reminds us to look to 
Christ in all things and to view our challenges and struggles 
through his filter. It encourages us to never doubt our salvation 
and points us to the word of God as the ultimate weapon 
against the evil one. 
 
What is standing between you and fully embracing this truth?  
  



 
 
DAY 28 
 
Matthew 5:14-16 (NIV) 
“You are the light of the world. A town built on a hill cannot be 
hidden. Neither do people light a lamp and put it under a 
bowl. Instead they put it on its stand, and it gives light to 
everyone in the house. In the same way, let your light shine 
before others, that they may see your good deeds and 
glorify your Father in heaven. 
  
Reflection by Shannon C 
In 1999 I was doing a youth ministry internship in Ft. Collins, 
Colorado. The city bumps up against the foothills of the Rocky 
Mountains - smaller hills and canyons that serve as a preview 
and gateway to the majestic mountain range. One evening 
during youth group in the basement of the church building, I 
turned on a flashlight and noted how “not powerful” it seemed 
in the fully lit room. We then loaded up in cars and vans and 
drove up into the foothills overlooking the city. As the sun set 
behind us, we watched the lights of the city begin to come on. 
Streetlights, house lights, illuminated store signs – they all 
played their part in lighting up what would have become an 
expanse of darkness. Then I brought them back to the flashlight. 
In this new setting, the little light seemed to have more power. It 
shone brighter than it had in the well-lit room. And yet nothing 
about the light had changed. We just hadn’t recognized it 
before. 
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Sometimes we do that with ourselves. Jesus calls us the “light of 
the world,” and we all too often look at ourselves and feel “not 
powerful.” You do this sometimes, right? 
  
But here’s the thing, even if I have only a little light, that still 
makes a big impact in dark places. Jesus, the true light, has put 
his light within us. Our king hands us his authority and power, 
and we get to wield it for good in this world. 
  
Don’t discount your light. Don’t cover it as if it’s insignificant. 
The good you do shines and helps others see Jesus. Let your 
light shine! 
  



 
 
DAY 29 
 
2 Corinthians 5:17-21 (NIV) 
Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, the new creation has come: The 
old has gone, the new is here! All this is from God, who 
reconciled us to himself through Christ and gave us the ministry 
of reconciliation: that God was reconciling the world to himself 
in Christ, not counting people's sins against them. And he has 
committed to us the message of reconciliation. We are 
therefore Christ's ambassadors, as though God were making his 
appeal through us. We implore you on Christ's behalf: Be 
reconciled to God. God made him who had no sin to be sin for 
us, so that in him we might become the righteousness of God. 
  
Reflection by Judah L 
As I was reading this passage, I was thinking of how Christ’s gift 
of the cross is similar to spring: new beginnings, a clean slate. 
We see the theme of new beginnings constantly throughout the 
Old Testament. One example of this is the 7th year, when all 
debts were forgiven, and every 49th year, when all slaves were 
freed and all land returned to its original owner. The New 
Testament’s new beginning was in Jesus’ sacrifice which bridged 
the gap between humans and God, offering us the chance to 
have a new identity in Him. Honestly, it blows my mind that the 
King of the universe, the same God that created the mountains, 
the birds, and the vast, immense sky loved me so much that He 
allowed His Son to die for me! Through the acceptance of 
Christ’s gift of forgiveness, we receive a new Identity, which 
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allows us to live without constant fear of disobedience. We are 
LOVED.  
 
Because we’ve been gifted with this knowledge of 
Reconciliation, we are His ambassadors. I love that we are 
called ambassadors, it shows that we are representing Christ to 
the rest of the world. We are SENT by Him to spread the word 
and lead others to know Christ. 
  



 
 
Day 30 
 
John 1:18 (NIV) 
No one has ever seen God, but God the One and Only, who is 
at the Father’s side, has made him known. 
  
Reflection by Dave C 
What does this verse mean?  In the words of N.T. Wright: “[I]f 
you want to know who the true God is, look long and hard at 
Jesus.”   
 
Jesus was a fabulous teacher.  His use of parables to get a point 
across was nothing short of brilliant.  His Sermon on the Mount 
is universally recognized as the most famous sermon of all 
time.  But perhaps Jesus’ most effective means of teaching was 
his example.  As Aesop once wrote, “Deeds, not words.”  Or, 
as Bob Goff has said more recently, “Love does.” 
 
When we think of one characteristic that Jesus emphasized more 
than any other, it was love.  One of the stories that tells us a 
great deal about the kind of person Jesus was and, therefore, 
who God is, is Jesus’ visit with the Samaritan woman at the well 
which is found at John 4:1-42. 
 
In this passage, Jesus does something that would have been 
unheard of for a self-respecting Jewish man at the time of Jesus 
– he spent time alone with a Samaritan woman who had had 
five husbands and was living with another man.  That Jesus 
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would spend any time with this person, much less have the kind 
of conversation he had with her, is truly remarkable.  At the time 
of Jesus, women were second class citizens who were the 
equivalent of property.  Samaritans were hated by the Jews, 
and an adulteress could be stoned to death.  We would be 
hard-pressed to pick a person who would be more despised by 
a Jewish man than a Samaritan woman who was a serial 
adulteress, and yet none of this seems to have bothered 
Jesus.  In fact, he appears to have hand-picked this woman to 
be the first person to whom he publicly revealed who he was – 
the Messiah.  But this story was not a “one and done” example 
of Jesus loving someone who was unlovable in the eyes of many 
people.  The gospels are peppered with examples of Jesus 
loving the unlovable and those who were left in the margins: he 
dined with tax collectors and sinners; he saved another 
adulteress from being stoned; he never refused to heal someone 
who asked to be healed.  Then, of course, he so loved us that 
“though he was rich, yet for our sakes he became poor, so that 
through his poverty we might become rich.”    
 
God loves the unlovable and he wants us to do the same.   
 
Is there someone in your life you have trouble loving, or 
perhaps a group of people?  If so, what can you do to love as 
Jesus did? 
  



 
 
DAY 31 
 
Matthew 7:9-11 (ESV) 
Or which one of you, if his son asks him for bread, will give 
him a stone? Or if he asks for a fish, will give him a serpent? If 
you then, who are evil, know how to give good gifts to your 
children, how much more will your Father who is in heaven give 
good things to those who ask him! 
  
Reflection by Matt A 
It's a text that we have heard many times, however, if you are 
like me, the response after reading is usually "Duh, of course no 
one would actually do that."  It wasn't until recently that I 
realized that it's way more than just not purposely doing harm, 
but more about intent, trust, and faith.   
 
One Thursday night, a night that is typically a "night out" for my 
wife, as the kids and I were having dinner, the "evil" as 
referenced in the above text reared its ugly head.  Now, don't 
get me wrong, I wasn't setting out to unleash "evil" on my 
kids.  I didn't have a bag of stones and snakes ready to put on 
their plates.  We sat down to a meal, one that shockingly 
everyone was enjoying (parents, you know what I mean, the 
rare win that no one complains :) ).  But my intent to give them 
a wholesome meal that we all enjoyed together was sidetracked 
by my perfectionism and need for things to go a certain way.   
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Then it all went downhill.  A half plate of food ended up on the 
floor, then another dropped piece.  And very quickly, the very 
good thing being provided to them and the joy from everyone 
enjoying the meal turned for the worse as some mad man was 
yelling at those same kids for just simple accidents.  Why?   
Because we as parents always want more and better for our 
kids and want to teach them things that will stay with them and 
help them in the future, even though they don't see it 
now.  "Please sit forward" and "keep your food on your plate" 
are seemingly inconspicuous corrections that I've uttered time 
and time again, to teach good habits for the future.   
 
Now, to my kids, the fact that I lost my collected mind because 
of food on the floor seems to them as if it was really about the 
food, but it wasn't.  It was about so much more.  It was about 
me taking a small accident as a parenting failure as I want to 
give good gifts to my children all the time, but sometimes things 
get in the way.  Pride, perfection, anxiety, fatigue, and just plain 
and simple sin.   
 
This verse, like so many in the Bible, points directly to why we 
all need Jesus.  Because we are broken sinners who, despite our 
best intentions, fail sometimes.  But the good news is this: God is 
there to pick us up, dust us off, and tell us that He’ll always be 
there for us. Only, he will be there every time and he is never 
evil.  All we have to do is ask. 
 
Are you asking for good things? 
 
 



And by that I mean not only the things that you need to live a 
basic daily life, although those are important prayers too... 
talking to your heavenly father, confessing the sins and faults, 
the reasons that you need him daily, hourly, minute by minute.  
But are you ALSO asking for the BOLD things that he also wants 
for you.  He is infinitely better than any father we can imagine—
he just wants you to come to him, sit in his arms, confess your 
sins and ask. 
  



 
 
DAY 32 
 
Ephesians 5:1-2 (ESV) 
Therefore be imitators of God, as beloved children.  And walk 
in love, as Christ loved us and gave himself up for us, a 
fragrant offering and sacrifice to God. 
  
Reflection by Matt H 
In the verses leading up to these, Paul instructs us to put off our 
old self and to put on the new self, created after the likeness of 
God in true righteousness and holiness.  With this new self, he 
now calls us to imitate God as his children. 
  
Kids are always taking in what their parents are doing.  They’re 
always watching and listening.  They repeat the words they 
hear being used (good or bad).  They mimic the same gestures 
(good or bad).  They treat people the same way (good or 
bad).  Children imitate their parents.  And we have a good, 
good father to imitate.  He provides.  He comforts.  He 
encourages.  He challenges.  He teaches.  He loves. 
  
As a kid, I imitated my parents.  They showed me how to do 
things, and I slowly learned to do them myself.  As I grew up, I 
was given responsibilities because they knew I’d been watching 
and imitating what they did.  I still remember how I felt the first 
time my mom asked me to run to the store to pick something up 
after I got my driver’s license.  Eventually, I was sent out to do 
things on my own.  But I’m not really on my own.  I can still call 

LOVED & SENT 
reflections for prayer 

 



and ask for advice, or go home, or have them visit and spend 
time with them.  Even when I can’t do that, their actions and 
words from the past are imprinted in me. 
  
I think God works in us in a similar way as we grow in 
faith.  And even when we feel like we’re out on our own, he’s 
always there with us through prayer, his word, and the story of 
what he’s already done with us.  I hope these daily reflections 
have been an opportunity for you to spend time with our 
Father.  I hope you’ve been reminded of what God has done 
with you already.  Because he wants us to imitate him as his 
children. 
  
Think of how God has been a Father to you.  How has he loved 
you? 
  
Think about how you will imitate those same things today and 
walk in love.  How has he sent you? 
  



 
 
DAY 33 
 
Isaiah 9:6-7 (NIV) 
For to us a child is born, to us a son is given, and the 
government will be on his shoulders.  And he will be called 
Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince 
of Peace.  Of the greatness of his government and peace there 
will be no end. 
He will reign on David’s throne and over his kingdom, 
establishing and upholding it with justice and righteousness 
from that time on and forever.  The zeal of the Lord Almighty 
will accomplish this. 
  
Reflection by Marliss C 
So often I’ve heard this verse quoted at Christmas time, but I 
never gave it much thought other than the prophecy of Jesus' 
birth.  But reflecting upon it now, I have discovered it is a 
prophecy of things yet to come.     
  
To a believer, Jesus is our King, our Mighty Ruler, our 
Wonderful Counselor, our Mighty God, our Everlasting Father, 
and our Prince of Peace.  But we are still waiting for mankind to 
come to this realization and worship Him as their Lord. Won’t 
that be a magnificent day, when our King is on His rightful 
throne and all bend their knee to Him?!  
  
Also, I noticed that Isaiah couldn’t just settle for calling Jesus 
"Lord."  That was too small of a title for our God.  Isaiah had to 
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give God titles we could relate to—that would guide us into 
calling on God for our day-to-day identity.   
  
I personally have experienced God as my King.  He has called 
me beloved, and I am, therefore, a daughter of the King of 
Kings. Being a daughter of the King means I am set 
apart.  Being His daughter will NEVER change, just as being the 
6th of 8 kids will never change.  He is my Everlasting Father, in 
whom I have found my identity.  I belong to His family and have 
a place in His home at His table. I have the right to be confident 
and unashamed of my spiritual roots. His command is my joy to 
carry out.  Although I fail many, many times, He is always there 
with Wonderful Counsel to forgive me and stand me back up. 
Can you imagine, when I mess up, this Mighty God comes 
running!  He stands me back up, wipes the dust off, forgives me 
and says, “I still love you."  I’m strong again and oh so happy 
to go out and tell the world what an Abba I have in Jesus.   
  
With all the injustice and the “less than” behavior toward our 
fellow humans, won't it be magnificent when our Mighty Ruler 
sits on the throne of David?  Our God is the God of justice and 
righteousness. He is the Prince of Peace. HE SEES ALL OF US IN 
HIS IMAGE.  Not as mankind sees us, some better than others, 
with some lording it over others. We are all equal in God’s 
heart and I look forward to the day we view each other as God 
intended us to—IN HIS IMAGE.   
  
Does this Scripture not cause you to want to go out and spread 
the Good News, backed by the security & authority that you 
are God’s beloved? 



 
 
DAY 34 
 
Luke 5:6-7 (NIV) 
The Spirit of the Lord is on me, 
 because He has anointed me to proclaim good news to the 
poor.  
He has sent me to proclaim freedom for the prisoners  
and recovery of sight for the blind,  
to set the oppressed free,  
to proclaim the year of the Lord’s favor.  
  
Reflection by Melissa L 
Even though this verse is found in Luke, was spoken by 
Jesus, and referenced a statement originally declared by the 
prophet Isaiah, I hope you’ll allow me to take it in another 
direction entirely! 
 
My first thought after reading this actually went to King David. I 
cannot hear the word “favor” without immediately thinking of 
him. David is affectionately remembered for his confident and 
sometimes even seemingly arrogant approach to God. If I were 
to summarize the life of David in a single sentence, it would be 
the following: “Over and over (especially in the psalms), you 
see David proclaiming that, though his sins were many, he knew 
God was madly in love with him, would provide for him, and 
would use him beyond his wildest dreams.”  
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It was his unwavering confidence in God’s love that moved God 
to use David to advance His kingdom. I believe that God looked 
at David and said, “Yes! He gets it! He really gets it! I am crazy 
about him, and he knows it. I absolutely CANNOT HELP but 
show him favor!” I believe it made God's heart positively giddy. 
 
He wants us to live our lives convinced beyond a shadow of a 
doubt that no mistakes, no sins, no weakness, no ugly past, no 
dark season, and no failure can change the way He feels about 
us. As we submit ourselves to Jesus and are redeemed through 
his life, death, and resurrection, those things also cannot hinder 
His ability to use us, and one of the ways he wants to use us is 
to save the lost.  
 
That is good news! That is freedom! That is healing! That is an 
invitation to show God’s character to someone who may not 
know how deeply they are loved by Him. 
 
I want to be more like David. I want to forgive myself for my 
mistakes as quickly as God does. And through that, I want God 
to use me to advance His kingdom. 
 
I invite you to join me, first, in celebrating God's crazy love for 
you. Soak in it for a few minutes. 
 
And then ask Him to highlight someone in your life who needs to 
be convinced that God is just as crazy about them and ask Him 
to use you to help. 
  



 
 
Day 35 
 
Matthew 10:16-20 (NIV) 
“I am sending you out like sheep among wolves. Therefore be 
as shrewd as snakes and as innocent as doves. Be on your 
guard; you will be handed over to the local councils and be 
flogged in the synagogues. On my account you will be brought 
before governors and kings as witnesses to them and to the 
Gentiles. But when they arrest you, do not worry about what to 
say or how to say it. At that time you will be given what to say, 
for it will not be you speaking, but the Spirit of your Father 
speaking through you." 
  
Reflection by Justin B 
Let’s be honest, at the first reading of this passage there is little 
comforting about it. In many ways, it provokes fear.  Yet fear is 
not from the Spirit — so what is happening here? For myself, the 
fear is a product of my comfort being challenged. We put limits 
on what we will or will not do for God based on how safe it is. 
What Jesus wants us to know is that going out into the world to 
share and spread His Kingdom is going to involve risk, and for 
many of us that risk can be paralyzing, preventing us from 
being the Kingdom builders Jesus has invited us to be.  
  
What I find fascinating about this passage is that it is both a 
teaching and prophetic moment for the disciples. Jesus actually 
sends them out to do what he has done — which is proclaim the 
Good News and heal people. He knows they will experience 
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trouble along the way. Yet he wants them to know that they do 
not go alone into this place of risk, but that the Spirit is there 
with them. Jesus’ words are not designed to cause us to fear, 
worry, or be anxious, but rather to comfort and empower us to 
do the Kingdom work that is before us. By the time we get to 
Acts 4, Jesus' words are fulfilled as the disciples find themselves 
being handed over to the Sanhedrin, which is the local council. 
It is here where the words of Jesus in Matthew are brought to 
fulfillment. Acts 4:8 says, "Then Peter (who is standing before 
the Sanhedrin), filled with the Holy Spirit, said to them…” (NIV). 
  
The question for us today is: where is Jesus calling you out of 
your comfort zone in order to build His Kingdom? Where do 
you sense Him inviting you to trust Him, even when you don’t 
have the right words or the fullest picture? How is He inviting 
you to grow in hearing from the Spirit?  
  
Father, grow us in our boldness and faith this day. Give us the 
courage to be kingdom people in this world and open our ears, 
our hearts, our minds, our mouths, and our actions to the 
direction of your Spirit in all that we are present to today. 
Amen.   



 
 
DAY 36 
 
Galatians 4:1-7 (TPT) 
Let me illustrate: As long as an heir is a minor, he’s not really 
much different than a servant, although he’s the master over all 
of them. For until the time appointed by the father, the child is 
under the domestic supervision of the guardians of the estate. 
So it is with us. When we were juveniles we were enslaved 
under the hostile spirits of the world. But when the time of 
fulfillment had come, God sent his Son, born of a woman, born 
under the law. Yet all of this was so that he would redeem and 
set free those held hostage to the law so that we would receive 
our freedom and a full legal adoption as his children. 
And so that we would know that we are his true children, God 
released the Spirit of Sonship into our hearts—moving us to cry 
out intimately, “My Father! My true Father!” 
Now we’re no longer living like slaves under the law, but we 
enjoy being God’s very own sons and daughters! And because 
we’re his, we can access everything our Father has—for we are 
heirs because of what God has done! 
  
Reflection by Jayne A 
In the book of Galatians, the Apostle Paul is writing to a 
beloved church that he planted and that is in serious 
trouble. They are becoming divided over theological and life 
differences that seem extremely important to them. Is 
circumcision still required? Which teacher is really the best one 
to follow? Aren’t Jews still a slightly better form of Christian than 
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their Gentile counterparts? Or are Gentiles the new best 
Christians? What Paul sees is a church fighting the temptation of 
an oppressive, legalistic gospel instead of pursuing the gospel 
of love that Jesus taught. Does any of this sound at all familiar?   
  
I love Paul’s passion and his heart towards these people who 
are bickering like cats and dogs. He is firm but full of love and 
wisdom, knowing that what they truly need is not a tongue 
lashing or punishment but a reminder of who they are and 
whom they belong to.    
  
To aid with this, he gives them a very specific and shocking 
analogy: a life as a slave vs. a life as an heir. These two 
relational positions could not be more polar opposite and yet, 
through these extremes, he reflects God’s amazing love to bring 
us freedom and more, though we deserve none of it. Paul 
implores them to remember that they were all slaves to the law 
that no human can ever fulfill. Yet, because God chose to 
through a sacrifice that only he could accomplish, he chose to 
change our name from ‘slave’ to ‘heir.’   
  
What does that mean to you? That your name has been 
changed from slave (oppressed, devalued) to heir (favored 
child, gifted with all things)? 
  
If you were asked to share with someone what it means to be an 
heir in God’s family, what would you say? 
  



 
 
DAY 37 
 
Romans 8:35-39 (ESV) 
Who shall separate us from the love of Christ? Shall tribulation, 
or distress, or persecution, or famine, or nakedness, or danger, 
or sword? As it is written, 
“For your sake we are being killed all the day long; we are 
regarded as sheep to be slaughtered.” 
No, in all these things we are more than conquerors 
through him who loved us. For I am sure that neither death nor 
life, nor angels nor rulers, nor things present nor things to 
come, nor powers, nor height nor depth, nor anything else in 
all creation, will be able to separate us from the love of God in 
Christ Jesus our Lord. 
  
Reflection by Shannon I 
There is such comfort in knowing the depth of God’s love for us. 
To know that there is not any created thing that can ever 
separate us from the love of God fills us with hope, excitement, 
confidence, and assurance. That passionate love God has for us 
compels and propels us forward to fulfill His call on our lives 
and to glorify Him in all we say and do. We can move in 
boldness, excitedly proclaiming His unconditional love 
evidenced in the cross of Christ. 
But then… 
 
We run face-first into the harsh realities of the world around us. 
COVID. Social unrest. Political pressures. Senseless violence far 
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away and too often close to home. Christian brothers and sisters 
around the world being slaughtered for their faith. We see 
death and destruction all around us and ask, “Where is God? 
Has God removed His hand?” Perhaps we experience some of 
these things personally and we may wonder, if God does 
indeed love us then why is this happening? 
 
I have often wondered why verse 36 is in the middle of this 
passage. It seems so out of place. Why, in the middle of talking 
about God’s immeasurable love for us, does Paul stick in this 
verse comparing us to sheep for the slaughter? This verse hardly 
creates images of God’s perfect love, but that is exactly the 
point Paul is making. This verse comes from Psalm 44, in which 
the Israelites are crying out to a seemingly absent God because 
of their circumstances. Rather than experiencing the miraculous 
from God, they felt rejected because of their plight. By using this 
verse, Paul is reminding us today that no matter our state of 
affairs, God’s love for us remains unchanged. No matter what 
happens around us or even to us, God’s love perseveres. 
Though we are in the midst of some challenging situations, the 
truth of God’s love remains.  
 
It is easy to remember God’s love for us when things are going 
well. When all seems right with the world, we rejoice and 
celebrate His goodness. This passage reminds us that situations 
change, but God does not. Our feelings can be fickle, but God 
is not. Paul is reminding us that no matter what we see, think, or 
feel, God’s love for us continues.  
 



 
That gives us hope. Excitement. Confidence. Assurance. That 
truth compels and propels us to share God’s love with a lost and 
dying world when they need Him the most.  
  



 
 
DAY 38 
 
Galatians 3:26-28 (NLT) 
 
For you are all children of God through faith in Christ 
Jesus. And all who have been united with Christ in baptism have 
put on Christ, like putting on new clothes.  There is no longer 
Jew or Gentile, slave or free, male and female. For you are all 
one in Christ Jesus.  
 
Reflection by Shannon C 
I have a confession. Some Christian music bugs me. My irritation 
isn’t even mostly with the musicality. I think meditating on lyrics 
that draw you closer to God is a really good thing. My problem 
sometimes is the lyrics themselves. Here’s an example. There’s a 
song out there with the line, “Now I’m just a beggar in the 
presence of a King. I wish I could bring so much more.” The 
song speaks of our brokenness and the need for grace, WHICH 
IS ALL TRUE. It’s true that, on our own, we are at best beggars 
before God. But the problem I have with this song is that it 
seems to get stuck in our old identity. The Bible tells us that 
anyone in Christ is a new creation – that the old is gone and the 
new has come (2 Corinthians 5:17). And these verses here in 
Galatians speak of now having become children of God. God 
has all the resources in the world at His disposal; His children 
are anything but beggars!  
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God does not look down on you as a beggar who needs to 
plead for just a bit of his favor. Through faith in Jesus Christ, 
God has poured his favor on you. Your standing before God 
has changed. Your identity has been transformed. In Jesus, you 
are a daughter or son of the most high God! 
 
And God does even more than bring us to Himself; He brings us 
to one another. Just as we were separated from Him but have 
now been brought close, God breaks down the barriers that 
have separated us from one another. God calls us united. He 
calls us one with one another. With Him, we can work to walk 
that out and bring that reality to the here and now. 
 
Once you see that you have been brought close to God as His 
child, you join Him as a breaker of barriers! 
Have you seen yourself as a beggar before God? How does 
your view of yourself change by thinking of yourself as His child 
instead? 
 
Is there a relational barrier in your life that you sense God 
calling you to join Him in breaking down? 
  



 
 
DAY 39 
 
Romans 12:9-21 (ESV) 
Let love be genuine. Abhor what is evil; hold fast to what is 
good.  Love one another with brotherly affection. Outdo one 
another in showing honor.  Do not be slothful in zeal, be fervent 
in spirit, serve the Lord. Rejoice in hope, be patient in 
tribulation, be constant in prayer.  Contribute to the needs of 
the saints and seek to show hospitality.  
Bless those who persecute you; bless and do not curse 
them. Rejoice with those who rejoice, weep with those who 
weep. Live in harmony with one another. Do not be haughty, 
but associate with the lowly. Never be wise in your own 
sight.  Repay no one evil for evil, but give thought to do what is 
honorable in the sight of all. If possible, so far as it depends on 
you, live peaceably with all.   
Beloved, never avenge yourselves, but leave it to the wrath of 
God, for it is written, “Vengeance is mine, I will repay, says the 
Lord.” To the contrary, “if your enemy is hungry, feed him; if he 
is thirsty, give him something to drink; for by so doing you will 
heap burning coals on his head.”  Do not be overcome by evil, 
but overcome evil with good. 
  
 
Reflection by Meagan C 
This passage is so loaded. I feel like I could read it a million 
times and still be challenged by it. The things that mark a true 
Christian, as stated in these verses, completely go against our 
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flesh. There isn’t a single thing in these verses that we can do in 
our own strength without first receiving them from the Father.  
 
Let our love be genuine, outdo one another in showing honor, 
love one another with brotherly affection – this love is never 
self-serving. It is always looking to the needs of others. It’s 
outward focused and constantly seeking to serve other people. 
 
Arbor that which is evil. This doesn’t mean to simply avoid evil 
things but to hate evil things. It’s easy to hate things that are so 
obviously terrible – like trafficking, child abuse, and domestic 
violence. But we are called to hate ALL evil things – even those 
that tempt us personally – whether that is pornography/sexual 
sin, money, alcohol, gossip, pride, etc. We are called to hate 
these things, to search them out and eliminate them – to engage 
in a war against all types of evil.  
  
Rejoice with those who rejoice, weep with those who weep – 
we are called to be empathetic. We are called to celebrate 
people who are celebrating – not be envious of them. We are 
called to be empathetic to people who are hurting. 
  
Bless those who persecute you, live in harmony with one 
another, live peaceably with all, never avenge yourselves, do 
not overcome evil with evil – but overcome evil with good. We 
are called to prefer one another. To stop seeking to be 
understood but be seeking to understand. Not only are we 
supposed to love those who persecute us and cause evil. We 
are called to bless them, pray for them, forgive them, and see 
past their sin. We are called to hate the sin and love the sinner. 



We are called to show people who the Father is through our 
actions and lives.  
  



 
 
Day 40 
 
John 18:36 (KJV) 
Jesus answered, "My kingdom is not of this world: if my 
kingdom were of this world, then would my servants fight, that I 
should not be delivered to the Jews: but now is my kingdom not 
from hence." 
  
Reflection by Sarah G 
This passage is troubling! The people closest to Jesus couldn't 
comprehend him. Jesus’ followers opposed what he was trying 
to accomplish. In a way, they were working directly against him. 
They couldn't understand his teachings about the kingdom, 
despite spending years with him. They fought against his desire 
in order to protect him against the people who killed him. That 
seems so logical, right? If someone was coming for a friend, I 
would want to protect them. This passage leaves me with a 
big problem: How can I understand the kingdom of God if 
people closest to Jesus cannot comprehend it? How can I enter 
into the incomprehensible?  
  
For this meditation leading up to Easter, I spent some time 
thinking about the times in my life where I have lived against all 
logic. Sidle up! I’m going to tell you about one of the wildest, 
most embarrassing, amazing times of my life—when I fell in 
love.  
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When I met Dave, my future husband, I acted in the most 
nonsensical, even self-destructive ways. I started smoking 
(heavens to Betsy! I would kill my children if they started 
smoking!) because it was so fun to sneak away with him and 
smoke. It created these intimate spaces for us to hang out 
together that trumped everything. I stayed up way too late and 
spent hours dreaming up ways to run into him. At this time in my 
life, I was busy in ministry and I was wearing myself thin from 
late nights with Dave. I got in trouble with my leaders because I 
continually fell asleep during prayer meetings. Smoking, falling 
asleep in prayer meetings, pining after a boy. Poems were 
written.   
  
So, what does this have to do with the kingdom of God? The 
logic of the world is to be self-preserving. To take care of myself 
and those around me who I care about. The kingdom of God 
upends this logic and allows me to empty myself in a radical 
way—to be crazy in love is really to be crazy.  The logic of the 
lover is illogical. And, well, Christianity is known as the religion 
of love. There are two kinds of love that are a bit at odds with 
each other. One that is self-protective of me and mine—how I 
see the disciples acting. They wanted to protect themselves and 
Jesus. The other love is somewhat insane. It is a force that can 
propel you to risk everything. It happens to you. This kind of 
love is not a stabilizing force, but rather this radically 
destabilizing force in my life.  
  
This kind of love overtakes you. When I met Dave, he was kind 
of a mess. He was a rave promoter who was persistently broke, 
had a glove box full of parking tickets, ate most of his meals at 



gas stations, and was failing classes at college. But I was 
overcome by him. I fell in love with him. Luckily, the relationship 
we entered into has helped us mature and grow over the years, 
but this world we created together was built on this crazy 
rupturing moment.  
  
This overtaking is the experience that this passage is pointing us 
towards. It is a call to open ourselves to passion. What is more 
terrifying in this verse? The rupture of passion that Jesus is 
caught up in or his death? I’m not sure! We are not called into a 
merely logical, moral, safe way of living. It’s wild, passionate, 
and a little crazy. The Passion of the Christ is just that: Passion. It 
will rarely make sense to those around us. Welcome to the 
kingdom. Welcome to the wild, senseless, crazy ride.  
  



 
 
DAY 41 
 
John 4:38-42 (NRSV) 
Many Samaritans from that city believed in him because of the 
woman’s testimony, “He told me everything I have ever done.” 
So when the Samaritans came to him, they asked him to stay 
with them; and he stayed there for two days. And many more 
believed because of his word. They said to the woman, “It is no 
longer because of what you said that we believe, for we have 
heard for ourselves, and we know that this is truly the Savior of 
the world.” 
  
Reflection by Shelby C 
While reading about the Samaritan woman, I found many 
different interpretations of the cultural contexts surrounding her; 
her troubles, her marital status, how the village would have seen 
her, etc. I realized that there are many different opinions about 
who she is and her choices. All of this fell away as I read and 
reread how Jesus met her and talked to her. He met her 
intimately, disregarding any social taboos surrounding her. An 
unlikely meeting across two very different cultures, genders, 
‘kinds of people,’ even the time of day didn’t make sense to be 
at the well.  
  
Yet Jesus met her and saw her and knew her. And it changed 
her life. And it changed the lives of many others. 
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“He told me everything I have ever done,” could mean so many 
different things: a ‘gotcha’ moment or a forced confession, a 
mind trick, a prophecy. But, in this story, it meant being loved 
and truly seen. Regardless of ‘the kind of woman’ she was in the 
eyes of her culture and her community, her story was her own 
life-changing testimony and it held power. Those who heard 
were deeply moved and sought out Jesus themselves, having 
their own encounter with the Savior of the world. 
  
“The good news that Jesus is the Messiah has a different impact 
on John the Baptist, a Jewish prophet, than it does the 
Ethiopian eunuch, a Gentile and outsider. Salvation means one 
thing for Mary Magdalene, first to witness the resurrection, and 
another to the thief who died next to Jesus on a cross. The 
gospel is like a mosaic of stories, each one part of a larger 
story, yet beautiful and truthful on its own. There’s no formula, 
no blueprint.” 
-Rachel Held Evans, Inspired: Slaying Giants, Walking on 
Water, and Loving the Bible Again (Thomas Nelson: Nashville, 
2018). 
  
The Samaritan woman reminds us that God’s story is both the 
great and timeless story of the entire universe and also the story 
of a single woman’s testimony in a single village thousands of 
years ago. It is the story of God pouring out his love into his 
creation at the beginning of the world, and it is a friend sharing 
their rock-bottom encounter with Jesus to a friend over a cup of 
coffee. It is your story—unfolding now, retelling now, weaving 
together now with bright and bold and unique fibers, weaving 
together over and under with the stories of the saints, until 



stepping back, the whole picture of the gospel is clearer—a 
tapestry of personal stories all interwoven into a carefully 
designed, breathtaking tapestry that even now is being woven 
by the hands of the Maker. 
  



 
 
DAY 42 
 
Reflection by Shannon C 
I want to greet you as we’re finishing our Loved & Sent 
campaign. It has been such a joy to read so many others’ 
reflections on God’s Word! This was an encouragement to our 
whole church family, and I hope it was to you as well!  
 
We spent these days focusing on the foundational truths that we 
are both loved and sent by God. 
  
As LOVED ones, we have a Father who gives us our Identity 
(not because we've earned it, but because he loves us) and calls 
us his kids.  Having received this covenant identity through 
Jesus, we can walk confidently in Obedience, not having to 
earn the love of our Father through good behavior. 
  
As SENT ones, our Father has a big job: He's the King of the 
universe.  But since the creation of the world, he's been looking 
for a covenant people to represent him.  Once we are in 
covenant with him through Christ, he gives us his Authority and 
his Power through the Holy Spirit to act on his behalf in this 
world that he so loves 
  
And we can see Loved & Sent in the death and resurrection of 
Jesus too!  
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You are loved! Romans 5:8 tells us “God demonstrates his own 
love for us in this: While we were still sinners, Christ died for 
us” (NIV). “God made him who knew no sin to become sin for 
us” (2 Corinthians 5:21, NIV). Rising from the grave, Jesus 
“destroyed death and … brought life and immortality to light” 
(2 Tim 1:10, NIV). And now, “If anyone is in Christ, the new 
creation has come. The old has gone, the new is here” (2 
Corinthians 5:17, NIV).  
 
We have been reconciled! You are loved! And you are sent! 
 
Not only are we reconciled, God has given us the ministry of 
reconciliation. He’s put the Good News in our hands! Here’s the 
good news: “that God was reconciling the world to himself in 
Christ, not counting people's sins against them. And he has 
committed to us the message of reconciliation” (2 Corinthians 
5:18-19, NIV). 
  
We celebrate the one who loved us so much he died for us. 
And, rising from the dead, he destroyed death and brought us 
life. 
 
And so we live sent lives, letting others know this good news 
too! 
 
This is the celebration of the risen Jesus! 
  
As you celebrate, worship our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ. 
And take joy in His delight in you. 
 


