
CROSSROADS CORE BELIEFS 
GUIDING PRINCIPLE:   In essentials, unity. In nonessentials, liberty.  In all things, charity. 

You can tell a lot about a person by what he or she believes. The same is true for a church. At Crossroads Church, 
we make a big deal over only a few basic things. Our core beliefs are based upon the teachings of the Bible.  On 
many peripheral issues, we have people with a variety of interpretations and opinions.  On the core beliefs, we stand 
firmly on what God says in Scripture and believe His Word will not change and will guide us in everything we do. 

GOD:  There is one and only one living and true God. He has revealed Himself to us as Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, with distinct 
personal attributes, but without division of nature, essence, or being. 

The best way to know God is to spend time with God. There are no quick and easy ways to fully or accurately describe God. 
However, we will try to summarize some of the basics of what we believe about God:  

“The Trinity” 

God the Father:  He is all powerful, all loving, and all wise. He is Father to those who become children of God through 
faith in Jesus Christ  (John 1:12). He has always desired relationship with humanity. Because of His Grace, the Father 
seeks always to reach the lost and restore His wayward children (Luke 15:20). 

God the Son:  We believe that Jesus is the eternal Christ (John 1:1,2) who was born as a man 2000 years ago. Because 
all people have a distorted notion of who God is (we all tend to make God a "bigger & better me"), God became a man in 
order to clear up the confusion so that we could really know God. Although we don't fully understand it, we believe that 
Jesus is both 100% God and 100% human.  By showing us the real God, Jesus makes it possible for us to have a real 
relationship with God (John 1:18). Because of Jesus, we know what pleases God, what's important to God, and what God 
wants for our lives. 

We believe that Jesus was killed by men who cherished their own little notions about God more than the truth about God 
(deep down, we're all like those men) (Acts 3:13).   Jesus proved himself to be God by coming back from the dead (Acts 
3:15). We believe that people who trust Jesus and follow Him will also have life after death. 

Jesus perfectly revealed and did the will of God. He is now exalted at the right hand of God, serving as our Mediator 
(Hebrews 8:1). He is the Head and final authority of the church (Ephesians 1:22). He will return in power and glory to 
judge the world and to finish His redemptive mission. He now lives in all believers as the living and present Lord. 

God The Holy Spirit:  He is the Spirit of God. He inspired Scripture.  He exalts (points to and magnifies) Christ. He 
convicts of sin. He calls men to salvation. He cultivates Christian character and gives spiritual gifts to all believers. He 
dwells in every believer -- comforting, enlightening, and empowering them. We believe there is visible evidence that one is 
living a life shaped and guided by the Holy Spirit.  The Bible calls this evidence, the “fruit of the Spirit.”  (Galatians 5:22-25) 

SALVATION:  Man was created in the image of God (Genesis 1:27). By choice, he sinned and brought sin into the human race. Sin 
is chosen by every human as soon as he is capable of moral choice. Sin separates man from God (Romans 6:23).  Mankind stands 
condemned in his sin. Salvation is the restoration of the individual to a full relationship with God. Salvation is offered freely to all who 
accept Jesus Christ as Lord and Savior (John 1:12). 

Because each person is a creation of God, each of us has a longing to be with God and to please God. However, God has created 
us with the freedom to do whatever we want. And against our better judgment we all choose at some point to do that which 
displeases God (Romans 3:23). We all live with the tension of wanting to be near God while simultaneously thinking that we know 
better than God. 

You’ve probably heard a lot about "sin." Here's what we believe about it. We believe that sin is the “junk” that keeps us from being 
connected to God and to each other. Sin is the stupid stuff we do and have done to us that makes our life a mess. 

Not only is sin the stuff we do, it is also the state of being separated from God because of what we've done. When we sin (and 
everybody has), we get disconnected from God because we take God's perfect plan for our lives and exchange it with what we 
believe is a better plan. In other words, we act like selfish fools and think that we know better than God. 

We come to God in only one way - by choosing to accept the offer of forgiveness and reconciliation God offers to us by Jesus' life, 
death, and resurrection. If we ask Christ into our lives, God treats us as if we were Jesus (fully perfect, fully without sin, fully 



welcomed into God's presence). There is nothing we can do to earn God's favor or forgiveness -- both are given because of God's 
goodness (not ours) and because of what Jesus has done (not because of what we do) (Romans 4:24). 

In his infinite mercy, God does not force his ways on us. Although this is gracious of Him, it means that we have to chose to accept 
his love, his forgiveness, and his work of reestablishing the relationship.  

When we accept this new and real life, God begins the process of changing our hearts and minds from the inside out (1 
Corinthians 1:2) and making our character more and more like Jesus' character. And as we come into a relationship with God,  we 
also have the hope of strong relationships with other people. 

We believe all true believers endure to the end – that since we receive forgiveness and start a relationship with God based upon His 
grace we will be kept in that relationship based upon God’s grace.  The God who holds me in His hand will never release me into 
Satan’s hand. (John 10:28-30)  In more plain terms – we believe the Bible teaches that you cannot “lose your salvation.”  This grace 
is not something to be taken advantage of, but should motivate us to live our lives more and more in obedience to God, becoming 
more Christ-like as time passes (Romans 6:1,2). 

THE BIBLE:  The Bible was inspired (literally, “breathed”) by God. It is inerrant and infallible in the original manuscripts. It has been 
preserved by God in such a way that it is authoritative and totally reliable today  

(2 Timothy 3:16-17).  We believe it is truth without any mixture of error in all realms of reality -- historically, scientifically, doctrinally, 
and prophetically. 

We believe the Bible is God's completely true story about who he is, what he has done, what he is doing, and what he is going to 
do. It is a record of humanity's relationship with God and it was written by humans who were inspired by God. Because humans 
wrote the Bible, it reflects their backgrounds, styles, and uses of language. The Bible is God's untainted and perfect message 
concerning all things related to knowing God, pleasing God, and being connected to God. 

THE CHURCH:  The Bible speaks of the church as being the body of Christ. (1 Corinthians 12) We believe the church is the 
collection of Jesus-followers in the past, present and future. This means that the church is people, not a building or place or 
institution.   It more commonly refers to local gatherings of baptized believers who are associated by a covenant relationship in 
Jesus Christ. The church observes two ordinances, Baptism and the Lord's Supper. The church, consisting of individual disciples, is 
called by God to be Salt and Light to the world – to change and influence the world in which we live. (Matthew 5:13-14) 

The church has been Jesus' presence in the world since the time Jesus left earth and returned to heaven. Through the power and 
gifts of the Holy Spirit, the church's task is to introduce people to God by presenting Jesus to them and encouraging them to trust 
Jesus fully.  The church should help those who respond to become people who follow Christ with their whole hearts. 

The church exists both universally (all the believers everywhere and throughout history) and locally (all the believers in a given local 
congregation). Crossroads Church is one local expression of the universal church. We are made up of imperfect people who are 
responding day by day in all our relationships to God's stunning grace. 

MISSIONS:   It is the duty and privilege of every follower of Christ and of every church to make disciples of all nations. (Matthew 
28:19-20)   Since the Bible teaches that the only hope any person has is found in accepting Christ (Acts 4:12), we will seek 
constantly to win the spiritually lost to Christ by personal effort and by all other means in harmony with the grace of God. 

THE END:   We believe that in his own time and in his own way, God will bring the world as we know it to an end. According to his 
promise, Jesus will return to earth in a real and visible way. (1 Thessalonians 4:13-17)  When he returns, Jesus will judge every 
person who has ever lived and he will begin a new and eternal era of God's reign. The people who followed Jesus and accepted him 
as the path to God will live with God forever, in a place called “heaven.”  Those who rejected Jesus will forever be allowed to live out 
their choice to be separate from God and all that he gives (hope, love, meaning, peace, etc.), in a place called “hell.”  (Revelation 
20:15) 

 


