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Who are the people writing & reading this letter? 
 

Four Things You Need to Know About 1 Thessalonians 

1. It was written around 49 or 50 AD, making it one of the 
oldest of the New Testament books. 

2. It only has 79 verses, making it one of the shortest New 
Testament books.  You can read it in less than 30 
minutes. 

3. It is an easy book to understand. 
4. It is a very practical book: 

ü Integrity 
ü Compassion 
ü True Conversion 
ü    Suffering 
ü  Dealing with difficult people 
ü  Heavenly rewards 
ü The second coming of Jesus Christ 
ü Living in the meantime 

 
 
 

The Big Idea: In the opening words of this brief letter we see 

that rather than giving us a long list of outward actions a “good 
Christian” should take, we are called to understand the inward realities 
of what God gives His people.  When we experience God’s grace, 
peace, faith, love, and hope, our inward transformation will result in 
outward godliness. 
 
 

1 Thessalonians (ESV) 

1 Paul, Silvanus, and Timothy,  

To the church of the Thessalonians in God the Father and the 
Lord Jesus Christ:  
Grace to you and peace. 
 

2 We give thanks to God always for all of you, constantly 
mentioning you in our prayers, 3 remembering before our God 
and Father your work of faith and labor of love and steadfastness 
of hope in our Lord Jesus Christ.  
 

5 Things We All Need 
ü GRACE:  both the gift of God in doing what is necessary for our 

salvation, but also the ongoing work of God in our lives to equip 
us to do His will. [Ephesians 2:8 and Galatians 2:9] 
 

ü PEACE:  not just inner tranquility, but the declaration that the 
state of war with God has ended.  We can easily say that the 
grace of God results in peace with God. [Romans 5:1] 

 
ü FAITH:   

   “work of faith” – for Paul, there is never a question that 
salvation is completely God’s doing, but after being saved, an 
evidence of that salvation is “work” [Ephesians 2:10] 

 
ü LOVE:   

   “labor of love” – similarly, love is not passive, it “labors” on 
behalf of the beloved.  The word indicates “toil, sweat, fatigue” 

 
ü HOPE: 

   “steadfastness of hope” – we live between the comings of 
Jesus.  Don’t give up – hold on.  Hope is not “wishful thinking”, 
but absolute confidence “in our Lord Jesus Christ” 

 
 
 
 

Grace, Peace, Faith, Love, and Hope are eternal things 
which find their source in Christ. 


