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 Shock.  Trauma.  Disbelief.  Agony.  Denial.  Fear.  Anxiety. 

 Hurricane Harvey compelled (and compels) SO many emotions. 

Instinctively we turn to Psalm 23, yearning for its comfort...and yet, across the 

page, where it cannot be ignored, resides Psalm 22. 

 In Psalm 22, the Psalmist screams in pain: 

 “My God, my God...why have you forsaken me?” 

Our child-like question isn’t so child-like:   

 “Why do bad things happen to those we love? 

  To US? 

 From the Cross, Jesus screamed during his last moments, as a forgotten 

child might look for a father.  The Son of God, screaming in agony.”  

Abba…Daddy…why? 

 As with Job, as with prophet Jeremiah, as with the Psalmist we want 

to rage against God; to lament. 

 “OK God...which is it?”   

 Which one are we to believe?  Which of these Psalms are you?   

 I am deeply, deeply convinced that when evil and bad things happen, 

it is not God’s will. 

 Jesus Christ said that when we see him, we see the Father, and when 

Jesus wept at the evil and bad in the world, I believe we have a picture of God.   

 When his friend Lazarus died, Jesus wept. 
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 On his journey to the Cross, looking at the evil enveloping Jerusalem, he 

wept. 

o When a little child dies of disease, God weeps. 

o When innocent people die, from crime, from tragedy, from natural 

disaster, God weeps. 

o When a father dies from a drug overdose, or a mom dies of suicide, God 

weeps. 

 When a floods devastate our world, when wildfires burn homes to 

unrecognizable dust, when earthquakes (all across the world) trap and kill 

people in tons and tons of rubble, God weeps in pain along with us. 

In Hurricane Harvey, we discover that we aren’t somehow “special.”   

As part of the human community, we are NOT immune.  

 “Why us?” 

 It seems to me the better question is “Why NOT us!?” 

 Well then why doesn’t God just stop bad things? 

 When we say that God is sovereign and that He is omnipotent, we mean 

that He can bring things, in the end ultimately, to the conclusion that He wants.   

 It means that he can turn evil into good.   

 When bad things happen, it isn’t God’s will.  

 When bad things happen, it means that humanity operates in a world of 

freedom, residing with the human choice of choosing evil or good of choosing our 
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responses, rather than as remote-controlled robots, operated by God for His 

pleasure. 

 So what do we say to our children when they ask:  “Why do bad things 

happen?” 

 We can say:   

 “Sweetheart, we live in a world where there are germs and disease, 

and as hard as doctors and nurses try to heal us, sometimes the 

germs and diseases and cancer kill people.” 

 “We live in a world where there is and sometimes, in spite of all the 

good we try to do, hate, violence kill people.”  

 “We live in a world where even the weather has freedom to do what it 

will:  Tsunamis, wildfires, earthquakes, floods, and tornadoes; they kill 

people and hurt them too.” 

 When something bad happens, is God somehow trying to teach 

people some kind of faith lesson?  

 No! No! No! 

 We live in a world in which brokenness; evil and death are very, very real. 

 I am wholeheartedly persuaded that every time a natural disaster 

displaces, disorients or even kills; every time a life is senselessly lost; every time 

cancer takes a young mother, father or child; every time a terrorist kills; God 

weeps along with us. 



4 

 “Well,” you might say, “I don’t know if I want to worship a God like that.  

After all, what good is God?  Why doesn’t he get busy and stop this stuff?” 

 If we are looking for a “Coke Machine God,” where we put in the right 

prayers, in the right formula, with the right attitude, and then God serves up the 

goodies, we’re talking about a very different God than the God of the Bible.   

 In our “put-in-the-right-prayers-and-out-come-the-goodies” approach to 

faith, then God is merely another idol that we can manipulate for our own 

purpose. 

 That isn’t the God of Scripture.  It isn’t the Christ of Scripture. It isn’t the 

Holy Spirit of Scripture. 

 Scripture tells us that the God we worship is a God beyond all 

comprehension, whose sovereignty righteousness and goodness transcend our 

understanding.   

 We worship a God in whom Psalm 22 resides directly next door to 

Psalm 23.   

 Sometimes we forget that God knows what it’s like to lose a child.   

 Sometimes we forget that God knows how it feels to see his boy die a 

horrible death. 

 Sometimes we forget that following Jesus brought death and 

persecution to EVERY one of his disciples. 

 None of Jesus disciples retired wealthy, having lived their best lives now. 
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 Consider Romans 8:31 

As it is written: 

For your sake we face death all day long; 

 we are considered as sheep to be slaughtered. 

 No, in all these things we are more than conquerors through him who loved 

us.  For I am convinced that neither death nor life, neither angels nor 

demons, neither the present nor the future, nor any powers, 39 neither 

height nor depth, nor anything else in all creation, will be able to separate 

us from the love of God that is in Christ Jesus our Lord. 

 God hates death so much...that through the death and resurrection of His 

son, Jesus he got rid of it.   

 God’s intent is for us...you, me...is to spend eternity with Him, through 

Christ. 

 If one must ask the question:  “What good is God?” the answer is:  “Loving 

us in spite of ourselves, and giving us eternal life, in Christ.”  

 When there is tragedy, is God “teaching” us some kind of lesson?   

 There will certainly be lessons...but God doesn’t cause disaster to teach 

them. 

 What God DOES teach us is that for tragedies, for the those dying the 

kinds of death against which we rage...for you...and for me...and for ALL 

Christians in all times, tragedy and death...are not the ends of the story.   
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 God teaches us that through the birth, life, death and resurrection of Jesus, 

Immanuel, God is with us. 

 In a popular song, singer Joan Osborne asks this question:  “What if God 

was one of us?”  

 The Good News of the Gospel is this:  He is. 

  So what do we do in the face of tragedy?  Of unimaginable trauma?  

  How can we help others? 

They don’t need: “Here’s what you oughta’ do.” 

They don’t need: “Here’s the easy faith answer; just toughen up your 

faith.” 

They certainly don’t need the cold comfort of time-worn platitudes. 

 “In Hurricane Harvey, we look at God and say: “Why?”   

 I truly think that God looks squarely back at us and asks:  “What now?” 

 In Scripture, humankind continually asks:  “Why?”  God continually points 

us to “What now?” 

 What do we DO in the face of tragedy?  In the face of evil?  In the face of 

death? 

 After the Boston Marathon tragedy, $69MM was raised for BostonOne 

Fund; the city developed a deeper sense of community, and resolve.  The 

question:  “Who is my neighbor?” became very real and very personal. 
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 In a CNN story, a man with stage-4 brain cancer had a seizure in the 

middle of a busy intersection.  When a policeman came to his aid, and got 

him into an ambulance, the cop had a choice.  Department protocol says 

have the car impounded.  Instead, the simply parked it in a nearby lot, and 

left a note for the man’s family to come and get it. 

 Loving-kindness stories from Hurricane Harvey are already coming to the 

fore. 

 After His crucifixion, Jesus’ disciples ran like rabbits, in complete disbelief 

and disorientation. 

 Yet, three days later, Jesus was alive.   

 He is STILL alive. 

 “Mom, Dad, why do bad things happen to people we love?” 

 “Honey, evil and bad things are real, but guess what, God is with us 

through every bit of it.  That’s why Jesus’ name means “Immanuel, God is with 

us.   And because God loved his Son, Jesus, SO very much, he made sure that 

for you and me…for all that believe in him…tragedy isn’t the end of the story.” 

 Ever. Ever. Ever. 
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