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Sermon Discussion Questions 
From God’s perspective, there are three reasons why the future is inevitable as He intends it to be: 

1. HE WRITES THE SCRIPT 
2. HE PRODUCES THE SET 
3. HE DIRECTS THE CAST 

 

Big Idea: When God wants to do something, it gets done!   

Opening Question: Describe a particular decision in your life when you were intentionally seeking and asking God to 

reveal His will. What steps did you take? 

Read Isaiah 44:24-45:25. 

Discussion: What were some take-aways from today’s sermon that resonated with you? 

Excursus: Five Facets of the Will of God 

1. God’s Redemptive Will – This is God’s desire to redeem the universe and restore it to what it was 
before the Fall (or even better).  When we pray for someone to get saved, we are appealing to this 
aspect of God’s will, as God wants everyone to be saved (2 Peter 3:9 says that God “is patient with 

you, not wanting anyone to perish, but everyone to come to repentance.”).   
2. God’s Sovereign Will – This is God’s ability to run the universe.  It’s also the big one for Calvinists.  

I listed it second here because (to me) it seems to function in a subordinate way to God’s 
redemptive will.  We believe that God is sovereign – he rules over the universe.  Because of the 
sovereign will of God, the Earth keeps spinning on axis in orbit around the Sun and history moves 
toward its appointed end.  But, God has free will, and can choose WHEN to impose his sovereignty 
in our lives.  More on that in a bit. 

3. God’s Permissive Will – This is what God allows.  The existence of sin, death, abuse, war, racism, 
etc., all of those things fall under this aspect of God’s will because we live in a fallen world.  God 
allows these things to continue because humans continue to choose them.  It would be similar to a 
parent letting a stubborn child eat too much candy – knowing the child will get a belly ache – and 
allowing them to have the short-term pleasure and the longer-term pain that accompanies it.   

4. God’s Moral Will – this is the ethical part of God’s will.  God wants us all to be holy / moral people 
because He is holy (in Matthew 5:48, Jesus says, “Be perfect, therefore, as your heavenly Father is 

perfect.”).  This is what underlies the 10 Commandments and the ethical teaching of the New 
Testament.  

5. God’s Specific Will – this is when God’s Sovereign will and His Redemptive will come together. 
This is when God has a specific part for someone to play in His plan to redeem the world and moves 
them into it.  This aspect of God’s will is selective & specific and doesn’t define EVERY moment or 
choice in our lives.  This seems to be reserved for special turning points in History. 

 

Discussion: Which of these 5 facets of God’s will do you find more difficult to embrace over the others? 
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I. HE WRITES THE SCRIPT 
How did God as the Writer of human history script what was about to happen to Israel/Judah? 

In Hollywood, if the producer has hired a writer to write the script, the producer can ask for 
rewrites, or even opt to bring in other writers if they don't feel the script is working. This 
happens quite a lot in Hollywood.  But it doesn’t happen with God – there are no other 

writers, but He allows the actors quite a lot of freedom to improvise their lines. 

Discussion: “He allows the actors quite a lot of freedom to improvise their lines.” How does this affect your 

confidence in making life decisions? 

II. HE PRODUCES THE SET 
How does today’s passage portray God as the Producer? 

How is God unlike other producers? How did the illustration with Tyler Perry help prove the point? 

“This is God’s universe, and God does things his way. You may have a better way, but you 
don’t have a universe.”  -J. Vernon McGee 

Discussion: In the above quote, J. Vernon McGee makes several points through his use of some sarcastic wit. What 

does he communicate through his statement? What do you agree or disagree with? How would you rephrase his 

statement to bring about greater clarity? 

III. HE DIRECTS THE CAST 
How does today’s passage portray God as the Director? 

Read Isaiah 45:7. What makes this passage difficult? What is redemptive about disaster? 

Discussion/Reflection/Journal 

Fill in the blanks: I am going through (name difficulty) in my life right now, and I am learning ______________________. 

If you have yet to learn anything from your difficulty, process through it by asking God in prayer, or journal your request 

to God to show you. There is no need to rush, even if you are sitting in silence for a few moments. Meditate on today’s 

message on how God is the Writer, Producer, and Director. Know that He is God in your stillness. (Psalm 46:10) Even if 

nothing comes to mind, continue to invite God into the process. His lessons and revealed will often occur over time.  

How is God not only the Writer, Producer, and Director, but also a character in the story? 

Next Week: A Song of Judgment (Isaiah 46)  

Interested in discussing the sermon as part of a group? 
Contact Adult Discipleship Pastor Jason Scott by clicking here. 
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